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(Continued  from  page  ijOO.) 


THE  STATE  AGinCULTUl^AL  S0CI]:TY. 

The  State  Agricultural  Society  of  the  State  of  Iowa  has 
been  recognized  by  the  Legislature  as  a  State  institution; 
and  the  standing,  -which  it  lias  attained,  renders  it  a  matter 
of  interest  to  know  its  origin  and  early  history. 
"  The  first  paper  ever  published  in  Iowa,  entirely  devoted  to 
agricultural  interests,  Avas  the  loica  Farmer  and IlortlcuUurist^ 
a  monthly  periodical,  published  at  Burlington,  by  Morgan, 
McKinney  &  Co.,  and  edited  by  James  W.  Grimes  and  J.  F. 
Tallant. 

This  paper  was  published  in  book  form,  of  sixteen  pages  to 
each  number,  and  was  conducted  by  the  editors  with  much 
ability. 

The  lirst  jiumber  of  this  paper  was  published  in  May,  1853. 

One  of  the  leading  objects  of  the  editors  seemed  to  be  f.o 
excite  .'in  emulation  in  the  orgnnizli^g  of  Agricultural  Societies. 

At  this  time  there  had  been  but  very  little  interest  taken 
in  agricultural  exhibitions. 

A  few  counties  had  organized  societies,  and  made  an 
uttempt  to  hold  fairs. 

lu  February,  ISol,  the  Legislature  passed  ci  law,  by  v/hicli 
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every  Coiiiity  AgricuUuriil  Society  in  the  Sl;ito  ^v^ls  author- 
ized to  draw  fi-oiii  tlic  State  Treasury  a  sum  equal  to  tlie 
amount  i-aised  by  the  society;  provided  sucli  fiuni  did  not  ex- 
ceed fifty  dollars  a  year. 

This  act  elicited  fiojiic  interest,  and  a  few  counties  availed 
themselves  of  tlie  beiieilt  of  the  law;  but  by  an  actrpassed  in 
Ja)uiary,  lS5o,  this' law  was  amended,  ho  tliat  each  county 
could  draw  frojn  the  State  Treasury  two  hundred  dolhirs. 

This  law  gave  a  new  impetus  to  agi-iciiltural  interests;  and 
jiiost  of  the  counties  in  the  State,  v.'liich  had  not  done  it 
before,  immediately  proceeded  to  organize,  and  put  into  suc- 
cessful operation  Agricultural  Societies. 

Among  the  counties  whieh  first  commenced  to  hold  these 
exhibitions  was  Jefferson  county;  aiid  by  the  energy  of  her 
citizens  their  efforts  in  this  direction  had  attracted  some 
attention  abroad. 

In  the  first  number  of  the  loica  J^armcr  and  Horticulturist^ 
the  editors  of  that  ])aper5  in  s]:)oaking  of  Agricultural  Societies, 
said:  ^' In  a  year  or  two  we  hope  to  see  an  jVgTicultural  Fair 
at  some  central  point  like  Fairfield  for  tlie  whole  of  Soutliern 
Iowa." 

,  This  notice  seemed  to  meet  witli  favor,  and  in  the  next 
number  they  proposed  "  that  there  be  a  meeting  at  Fairfield, 
Jefferson  county,  of  all  who  felt  interested  in_  t])e  subject,  for 
the  purpose  of  forming  an  Agricultural  Society,  and  that  this 
meeting  be  held  at  the  time  of  the  ]iext  county  fair." 

Ko  one  seemed  to  take  any  particular  interest  in  ihis 
matter,  and  there  was  no  meeting  held  as  pro})osf:d. 

But  the  last  business  done  at  tlie  county  fair  of  Jefferson 
couniy  in  1S53,  on  "  riiotion  of  C.  AY.  Stagle,  it  was  resolved; 
that  the  ollieors  of  tlic  society  be  iiistruetcil  to  take  immediate 
steps  to  ellect  tlie  organi/ation  of  a  St;i.te  Agricultural  Soci- 
ety, and  use  their  iniluence  tu  have  s;iid  society  hold  its  iirst 
exhibition  at  b'airfiold." 

At  a  meeting  oi  tlie  l)i)-ectors  ol  the  Society  on  the  FJtii  of 
Kovember,  1^53,  the  first  business  done  "       motion  or  C 
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J.  W.  Fr.i/icr,  oi'llciiry  coiiiityj  wlio  in  llic  .'iIUtmooh  iiirulo  llicir 
report,  wliicli  was  iinaniinously  adopted.  ''' 

*Thc  folloAvhiLi:  is  the  (!onslilut,ion  and  Bv-Lhws: 

The  stylo  of  this  Society  shiill  bo  "The  loVa  State  A.i,'riciiltiiral  Socie- 
ty." Its  ol)jecls  sliali  bo  ihc.  ]ir«)nK)li()ii  of  Agrifullure,  ] rorticMilliue, 
Mamifaotures,  .Mecliauics  anil  Household  Arts. 

Skc.  1.  Tlio  Society  shall  consist  of  such  cili/ens  ol"  tlio  SCalo  as 
Fhall  si.!i:nity  by  M  jitin';;  or  otiicrwise,  Iheir  ^vislies  to  boconio  mcnibcrs, 
and  shall  i)ay,  on  sul)scril)in!.',  not  less  than  one  dolhir,  and  ouv  dolhir 
annually  thereal'tor,  ^vhic]l  lee  sliall  be  ])aid  on  or  betb)  (;  the  1st  day  of 
June,  aiso  of  lionorary  and  c(nTesj)ondin;i-  membi-rs. 

Skc.  2-  The  ollieers  shall  consist  of  a  President,  Vico-]^re>ident,  and 
three  Directors  from  each  County  Society,  Avho  tojretiier  shall  constitute 
R  Board  of  Control  for  the  genei'al  management  of  the  bu.^iiM'ss  of  the 
Society. 

Sec.  3.  The  Recording  Secretary  shall  kee])  the  minutes  of  the  Soci- 
ety. The  Corresponding-  Secretary  shall  carry  on  the  corresi)ondence 
with  other  Societies,  ^ith  individuals  and  -with  the  general  con)mittees 
in  the  furtherance  of  the  objects  of  the  Society. 

Sec.  4.  'J'he  Treasurer  shall  keep  the  funds  of  the  Society,  and  disburse 
tlieni  on  the  order  of  the  President  or  the  Board  of  Conti  ol,  cininter- 
signed  by  tl)e  llecording  Secretary,  and  shall  make  their  rejjort  of  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  at  the  annual  meeting,  lie  shall  give  bond  in 
the  penal  sum  of  i^5:jOOO  for  the  faithful  ]>erformance  of  his  duties  and  the 
payment  of  all  moneys  in  his  hands. 

Sec,  5.  Tiie  Board  of  Control  shall  take  charge  of,  and  distribute 
Riid  preserve  all  seeds,  Ijooks,  medals,  ccc,  which  may  be  trans!uiitcd  to 
the  Society,  and  shall  luive  also  the  charge  of  all  comnninications  de- 
signed or  calculated  for  publication,  aiul  so  far  as  they  may  deem  ex- 
pedient, shall  collect,  arrange,  and  publish  the  same  in  such  manner  as 
they  may  deem  best  calculated  to  promote  the  object  of  this  Society. 

Sec.  6.  The  ]Managers  are  charged  with  the  interests  of  the  Society, 
in  the  counties  in  which  they  shall  res{)ectively  reside,  and  will  consti- 
tute a  medium  of  communication  between  the  Board  of  Contr(d  and  the 
remote  members  of  the  Society. 

Sec.  7.  There  shall  be  a  meeting  of  the  Society  at  the  jilace  for  the 
Fair  on  the  2r)th  day  of  October,  tsr)4,  and  at  such  time  thereafter  as  the 
Board  of  Control  may  dir'.-ct,  at  which  time  all  the  ollieers  shall  bo 
elected  by  a  majority  of  tiie  membei's  i)reserit,  l)y  ballot.  Extra  meet- 
ings may  be  convened  by  a  call  of  the  President  at  one  months'  notice. 
Nine  members  shall  l)e  a  (lUorum  for  rlie  transaction  of  ])usincss. 

Sec.  8.  'i'his  constitution  may  be  amended  by  a  vote  of  two-tlurds  of 
the  members  attending  any  annual  meeting  after  two  months'  notice  of 
such  ])roi)osed  amiaidmenl  Ix'ing  ulven  tlirouuh  the  public  papers  of  the 
State. 

B  Y  -  L  A     S  . 

AliT.  1.  The  y^-esident  shall  i)reside  at  :ill  nu^'tings  of  the  Board  of 
Control  of  the  Society,  lie  shall  deliver  all  iireiuiiims  and  ilijtlomas  for 
urtieles  exhibited  at  tl)e  Fair  of  the  Society,  to  jiersons  entith-d  thereto, 
and  when  tiie  same  are  to  be  paid  in  money  he  shall  draw  orders  there- 
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Tlic  CoiiKlitiition  and  Jiy-La^\•s,  l}iou[,'li  )iol  .is  i)Ci-fect  as 
lliey  mi^^lit  liavo  Locii,  answe  red  v(  ry  avcU  the  pui'ijcse  fur 
Avliich  tlicy  -were  designed.' 

Tliey  provided,  that  tlic  society  slioiild  Ijc  manacled  hy  a 
President,  Vice-President  and  three  Directors  fruin  each 
county  society  in  tlic  State,  wlio  sliould  he  styled  a  ]>oa)d  of 
Oontroh 

Tlionias  'W.  Clagett,  of  Lee  eoun.ty,  was  ehjcted  l/iesident. 

Clagett  was  a.  native  of  ]\raryland,  a  man  of  wealth,  and  a 
lawyer  Ly  ])rofession  ;  but  took  great  interest  in  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  became  quite  noted  in  Iowa  as  a  inaji  wlio  took 
an  interest  in  public  afl'airs,  and  also  as  a  newspaper  editor. 

D.  P.  Inskeep,  of  Yfapcllo  county,  was  elected  Vice- 
President. 

Tnskeep  liad  recently  moved  to  Iowa  from  Ohio,  was  a  man 
of  capital,  and  extensively  engaged  in  farming,-  and  had 
given  special  attention  to  the  raising  of  fnic  stock,  and  took 
great  interest  in  any  thing  pertaining  to  agricultural  pursuits. 

J.  M.  Shailer,  of  Jeflcrson  county,  was  elected  Secretary. 

Shaffer  was  then  quite  a  young  man,  a  native  of  I*ennsyl- 
vania,  came  to  Fairfield,  fresh  from  college,  and  commenced 


for  on  the  Treasurer,  He  shall  also  perform  all  other  duties  usuall}' 
pertaining  to  sueli  oflice. 

Am\  2.  Tlic  Vice-President  shall,  in  case  of  the  death,  sickne'^s, 
absence  or  rcsi^-uation  of  the  President,  perform  all  tlie  duties  of  the 
President  till  ihe  next  annual  election. 

Ai{T.  All  members  of  tlie  Society,  wlio  liavc  paid  their  annual 
fee  sliall  be  admitted  free  to  all  exhibitions  of  tlie  Society,  and  the  Bo:ird 
of  Control  shall  each  year  tix  the  ])riees  of  admission  to  the  exhibition, 
of  all  persons  not  members. 

AiiT.  4.  C'Onipetitors  for  crops  shall  state  in  writing::  the  character  of 
the  trround,  the  time  and  method  of  preparinp;  it,  the  time  of  plantimr  or 
sowing-,  the  mode  of  enltivution,  the  kind  of  >,(,'c-d.  the  time  of  runpini;-  or 
o-atherin,^'  it,  with  the  number  of  bushels  to  the  acre,  which  must  be  cer- 
tified to  by  at  least  two  disinteresicd  persons,  or  be  duly  antiieiitieated 
by  oath  of  the  competitor  himself,  and  no  crop  shall  come  into  (  om|)eti- 
tion  unless  tliese  re.g'ulations  be  complied  with. 

Akt.  5.  Ko  animal  or  article  on  exhiljilion,  which  has  taken  tv.'O 
])remiums  at  previous  Fairs  of  the  Soeiety,  in  the  came  class,  will  be 
allowed  to  be  entered. 

AuT.  0.  ^Members  nesleotinij:  to  p:iy  iheir  annual  fee  till  tlie  day  of 
exhibition  will  be  char^'cd  twenty-live  cents  in  addition  to  if. 
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tlic  ])racticc  of  medicine.  ITo  luid  n,  strong  inclinntion  for 
natural  liistory,  and  liad  devoted  much  time  to  tlie  eoUeetlori 
of  the  various  kinds  of  snakes  rjid  hirds  tliat  veix-  fuuiid  in 
Iowa,  and  preserving  tlieni  in  tlieir  life-like  a|>i)earanee. 

Jle  was  for  niany  years  conneeted  witli  tlu;  State;  A<^ri- 
ciiltiiral  Society,  and  collected  and  ]inblis):(  d  many  valuahle 
statistics  relating  to  the  State  of. Iowa. 

C.  W.  Slagle,  of  Jelferson  county,  ^\'as  elected  Coj-resi)oml- 
ing  Secretary. 

Slagle  Vs'as  a  native  of  Pcnnsyb/anir.,  a  lawyer  hy  profes- 
sion, but  a  man  who  took  much  interest  in  public  mattei  s. 

W.  1).  Chamheriin,  of  Des  ^Moines  county,  v.'as  elected 
Treasurer. 

Chamberlin  was  a  iiativc  of  the  Xew  Ergland  Stales,  a 
.celebrated  physician,  and  by  his  energy  nnd  industry  accumu- 
lated much  wealth,  and  took  great  interest  in  horticnlt\ire  and 
literary  pursuits. 

Besides  these  ofricers  there  were  thirty-nine  directoi-s 
elected;  three  from  each  county  in  which  societies  had  been 
formed.'-^ 

To  further  aid  in  making  the  society  a  success,  George 
McCleary,  George  S.  Hampton,  of  Iowa  City;  David  Rorer,  of 
Burlington;  Ralph  P.  Lov\'e,  of  iieokuk,  and  George  Gillaspy, 
of  Ottumwa,  were  appointed  a  committee  "  to  memmorialize 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Iowa,  for  the  purpose  of 

'^'Tlie  Directors  %vove  as  fallows: 

Lee  county. — Artliur  ]>ridu-ni:in,  ncubeii  Brnekctt  and  Joslah  ITinkle. 
Van  Burcn. — TIniotliy  J)ay,  Dr.  Elliort  anil  "William  Campbell. 
Henry. — Tlioinas  Siviter,  Amo-;  Lapliam  aiul  J.  AV.  Frazier. 
Jcircrson.— L.  lluyelt,  -ioliu  Andrc'A'.^  and  J].  !>.  Tuttle. 
AVapeho.- — -Kirliard  AVardon,  (^cn'!  j-'iciiiscv  and  Vriali  iii'i::'^:^. 
Mahaska.— AVm.  ^^IcKiid-v,  Sr.,  John  AVhilc  and  M.  T.  A\'idian:S. 
Polk.— ])r.  Drooks  TlHUiias     ilclicll  and  AVr.i.  :Mci:ay. 
Dos  jMoinos. — J.  V.  Tallaiil,  llrTiry  Avery  a.nd  C.  C.  Xcallcy. 
Louisa. — Georg-e.  Key,  Vraiicis  S[>ri)i!j:fr  a.iul  -loshna  Alar-halk 
]\Iu-;carme. — J.  IT.  W'.dbicc,  Janp'i  W  cf.l  luifl  .l(^lm  \.  I'arvin. 
])ubn()ue. — TTon.  \V.  Y.  Lovcl],  O.  ruclvancy  ar.d  L.  Lana-v>ortliy. 
-Tolnison. — It.  i  [.  Sylvc^t  cr,  ]  Ion.  Le  Grand  ]>vini;ton  and  Sa.nilor^. 
ScoU. — .1.  A.  Ikichard,  J.  Tliorin:;ton  and  L.  Suunncrs. 
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ri  bill  rendering  pocuniary  .'liil  to  the  Airtlieranco  of  ri  perma- 
nent establishment  of  a  State  Agricultural  Soeiety." 

Any  citizen  of  lov/a  could  beconie  a  member  of  this  society 
by  signifying  in  "  writing  or  otherwise  their  wish  to  bceonic 
a  member,  and  pay  on  subscribing  not  less  th.an  one  dollar.  " 

The  first  person  who  signilied  his  wish  to  beconie  a  member, 
and  paid  his  dollar  was  Charles  iNcgus,  of  Jell'crson  county. 

Clagctt,  immediately  upon  being  notified  of  his  election,  took 
a  deep  interest  in  the  society,  and  issued  an  address  to  the 
farmers  of  Iowa,  setting  fortli  the  importance  of  the  organ- 
ization, and  the  necessity  of  raising  money  to  successfully  put 
it  into  operation,  and  as  an  inducement  to  others,  he  proposed 

to  give  fifty  dollars  in  aid  of  the  first  ]^^air,  to  bo  expended 
in  the  following  manner:  Twenty-five  dollars  for  the  best 
five  cars  of  Indian  corn  in  the  State;  fifteen  dollars  for  the 
second  best,  and  ten  dollars  for  the  third  best." 

On  the  Gtli  of  June,  1854,  the  Board  of  Ofiiccrs  of  the  Iowa 
State  Agricultural  Society  held  their  first  meeting  at  Fairfield, 
and  "  adopted  a  premium  list,  and  made  the  necessary  pre- 
j^arations  for  holding  a  State  Fair. 

-  For  tlio  first  State  Fair  tlie  Legislature  made  no  appropria- 
tion, and  the  society  was  dependent  on  its  own  resources. 

And  for  want  of  lujuls  the  premiums  offered  were  small,  and 
for  some  things  which  other  State  societies  had  oflered  premi- 
ums there  was  not  any  thing  oilered. 

And  among  the  causes  of  dissatisfaction  in  this  respect,  a 
correspondent  to  the  loica  J-^irincr^  who  signed  her  name 
Laura,  complained  that  there  was  iio  premium  offered  for 
female  equestrians. 

To  this  complaint  Clagott  replied  that  his  "  gallantry  would 
not})ermit  this  complaint  to  go  unconsidei-ed,"  and  at  his  own 
expense  he  oilered  "  a  fine  gold  watch  to  the  boldest  'and  most 
graceful  female  equestrian  who  would  enter  for  the  prize." 

For  ihe  fair  grounds,  about  live  acres  were  inclosed  with  a 
rail  fence,  made  Ijy  setting  two  r;iiis  together  a  few  inches 
apart,  perpendicular  in  the  ground  at  intervals  of  about  nine 


400 


ANNALS    OF  lOAVA. 


foot  from  encli  otlicr,  iiiid  fastened  together  at  tlio  i<>\), 
bct^rcell  wliicli  otlier  rails  were  laid,  one  iii)On  anotlier,  till 
tlicy  made  a  fence  about  eight  feet  high. 

Witliin  tlio  inclosure  a  handsomely  graded  circular  track, 
some  thirty  feet  wide,  and  al)out  a  fifth  of  a  inile  around,  was 
prepared  for  the  accommodation  of  the  equestrians around 
which  was  stretched  a  ropo. 

Stables  for  horses  and  cattle,  and  pens  for  hogs  and  sheep 
were  made  like  tlic  fence — with  rails. 

A  display  room,  committee  room,  and  a  stand  for  the  judges 
were  prepared  with  rough  boards,  and  covered  with  canvass. 

The  eilort  to  organize  a  State  Agricultural  Society  met  with 
better  success  than  the  warmest  friends  of  the  enterprise  had 
expected. 

All  parts  of  the  State  were  represented,  and  it  was  estimated 
that  ten  thousand  persons  attended  the  exhibition. 

Jesse  C.  Ware  acted  as  Chief  Marshal,  who,  with  several 
assistants,  caused  every  thing  to  be  conducted  systematically, 
80  that  the  best  of  order  prevailed  ;  and  it  was  a  noted  fact 
that  during  the  three  days'  exhibition  there  was  not  an  intox- 
icated man  seen  in  town. 

Ware,  was  a  physician  by  profession,  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  Iowa,  and  took  great  interest  in  agricultural  fairs. 

There  were  some  things  which  attracted  much  attention. 
Among  these  was  a  cheese,  which  weighed  three  hundred  and 
sixty  pounds. 

This  cheese  was  made  on  the  fourth  of  July,  at])enmark,  in 
Lee  county,  by  a  large  number  of  the  farmers  contributing 
their  milk  for  tliis  purpose. 

At  the  election  previous  to  the  Fair  there  was  a  change  jn 
the  political  policy  of  the  ^State;  and  James  W.  Grimes  had 
been  elected  (lOYernor ;  and  in  token  of  respect  for  his  political 
success,  his  friends  purchased  this  mammoth  cheese,  and  made 
him  a  present  of  it. 

J.  P.  McKinney.  from  Dubuque,  had  on  exhibition  a  lar^e 
number  of  neatly  executed  daguerreotype  pictures,  which 
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attracted  tlio  attention  oflari^c  mnnhcrs  of  Fpect.-itors. 

Mr.  Moore,  of  Ft.  Dos  ]\roin(  s,  liail  a  larj^e  variety  of  stuflV  (i 
birds,  preserved  in  sucli  a  way  that  lliey  jiresunted  a  life-like 
appearance,  and  the  only  thing  tliat  admonished  the  ol).servrr 
that  they  were  not  actually  alive,  was  that  ihey  did  not  move. 

Br.  J.  M.  Shafl'er's  museum  of  snakes,  li/ards,  tonds,  S:c., 
attracted  the  attention  of  every  body,  thei-e  ])eing  \ii)\vards  of 
a  liundred  of  them,  Avliich  he  had  preserved  in  spirits,  no  that 
they  appeared  natural,  and  it  contained  a  specimen  of  "voj-y 
variety  of  snakes  found  in  the  west- 

G.  O.  Dixon,  of  Keokuk,  delivered  an  elofjuent  address, 
giving  much  valuable  information,  which  was  listened  to  with 
great  attention. 

But  the  equestrian  feats  of  the  ladies  attracted-  the  greatest 
interest  of  any  thing  at  the  Fair. 

For  the  fine  gold  watch  otfei-ed  by  Olagett  there  were  ten 
competitors. 

The  committee  to  conduct  this  contest  and  make  the  award 
consisted  of  some  of  the  most  prominent  })ersons  in  the  State. 

They  wero  James  Moi'gan,  (Chairman),  of  ])es  ]\foines 
county;  Judge  K,  V.  Lowe,  of  Lee;  Col.  Thomas  IL  l^enton,  of 
Johnson;  Col.  IL  JL  Trimble,  of  Davis;  .Afrs.  Huyett,  of 
Jeiferson  ;  ]\[iss  Albertson,  of  Lee,  and  Miss  lnskce]>,  of 
Wapello. 

The  ladies  were  mounted  on  fine  horses,  dressed  in  the  most 
splendid  style,  each  attended  by  a  cavalier,  and  their  first  ap- 
pearance on  the  fair  grounds  seemed  to  call  forth  the  admira- 
tion of  every  body  present.  The  committee  directed,  in  order 
to  test  their  skill,  that  each  Lidy,  accompanied  by  her  cavalier, 
sliould  in  a  gentle  gait  vide  once  around  the  circle,  when  the 
cavalier  was  to  retire  into  the  center,  and  then  cacli  lady 
could  ride  four  times  around  tlic  track  at  any  speed  she  might 
choose. 

After  receiving  their  instructions  the  ridino:  commenced. 
Miss  jMinton  was  the  first  on  the  list. 

Miss  Miiiton,  of  Van  Bureu  county,  w\it<  "  a  fair  rider,  but 
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iiufortunatoly  mounted;  licr  liorse  rour;li  and  Konicwliat 
unnian.'igablo." 

The  next  competitor  was  JMiss  J^^liza  .lane  llodt^es,  of  Iowa 
,Oity,  and  witli  licr  appearance  a  deep  and  entliusiastic  inter- 
tst  commenced,  and  slio  seems  to  be  tlic  lioness  of  the  occa- 
sion. Slio  was  a  poor  young  girl,  only  about  fourtee'n  years 
old,  and  on  hcj-  way  to  tlie  Fair  tlie  hoi-se  she  intended  to  i-ide 
died,  wliich  created  a  sympathy  in  her  belialf. 

Having  lost  the  horse  slie  was  accustomed  to  ride,  slic  Avas 
furnished  with  a  fine  looking,  spirited  animal,  which  had  been 
kcfpt  as  a  race  horse. 

On  it  coming  her  turn  to  ride,  she  started  oft'  a  short  dis- 
tance ahead  of  her  cavalier.  To  overtake  lier  he  started  liis 
horse  in  a  lope,  and  when  he  came  by  her  side  tlie  horse  slie 
was  riding,  doubtless  thinking  he  was  to  run  a  race,  started  off 

at  his  swiftest  speed. 

At  this  the  entire  assembly  were  held  in  awful  suspense. 

At  first  a  breatlilcss  silence  prevailed,  then  here  and  there 

were -heard  a  fi'iglitful  scream,  expecting  every  moment  to  sec 

her  dashed  upon  the  ground  and  ijistantly  killed. 

But  she  sliovv^cd  herself  suitable  for  the  emergency.  She 

kept  lier  horse  in  the  track,  and  after  the  first  round  she 

brought  him  down  to  a  gentle  trot;  she  then  applied  the  whip 

till  he  was  at  his  fastest  speed,  "  wliich  Avas  fearfully  swift" 

at  the  completion  of  the  fourth  lound,  and  still  at  a  full  and 

fearful  speed,    she  wheeled  gracefully  from  the  track,  and  was 

greeted  with  aii  earthquake  of  cheers,  as  she  brought  her 

bounding  animal  to  a  graceful  halt  in  front  of  the  committee 

stand."  Miss  Hodges'  example  stimulated  the  others  to  daring 

feats,  and  the  greatest    enthusiasm  ju-evailed  through  the 

whole  contest. 

jNIiss  Turner,  of  Lee  county,  was  "  an  easy,  jr^clf-])ossessod  and 
most  tliorough  rider.  iSiie  was  iinely  mounted,  showed  con- 
sumate  skill  in  tlie  management  of  lier  liorse,  strilang  any  gait 
at  pleasure.  The  first  round  set  every  one  to  tliinking  and 
admiring,  and  each  succeedin^^  one  only  added  to  the  interest 
wich  its  predecessor  had  excited. 
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"  Her  clcfi;:inir  onii,  fine  face  [uul  Hofl  Line  eye.s  also  ratlier 

served  to  higliten  the  eileel  llian  otherwise." 

Mrs.  Parks,  of  Lee  comity,  "was  "  ri  liaiidsonie  ridei*,  full  of 

courage,  and  well  aceomplislied  in  tlic  manageinent  of  tlie 
liorse  and  "whij)." 

Mrs.  Kckoartj  of  JeH'erson  connty,  was  a  siplendidly  ap- 
peari)ig  lady,  and  a  eapitr.l  rider,  but  nnfortiuialely  Uer  horse, 
though  a  fine  ojie,  was  not  gaitcd  for  such  an  occasion." 

i\[rs.  Green,  of  Lee  county,  was  a  magnificent  rider,  si*ir- 
itcd,  confident  and  graceful,  but  badly  mounted." 

Miss  Pope,  of  Henry  county,  was  "  a  fine  young  lady,  full  of 
life,  full  of  spirit,  full  of  fun,  full  of  ambition,  and  naturally  a 
fearless  and  first-rate  rider.  But  she  too  had  the  misfortune 
to  pick  up  a  most  malicious  liorse." 

Miss  3.*orter,  of  Henry  county,  was  "  a  lovely  young  ]\riss  of 
fifteen,  a  charming  little  equestrian,  tastefully  arrayed  and 
beautifully  mounted. 

*'IIer  personal  appearance,  the  exceeding  beauty  of  her  pal- 
frey, the  child-like  naturalness  and  yet  womanly  grace  v.'hich 
characterized  her  performance,  called  forth  a  general  applause 

and  commendation." 

"Miss  IT.  Ball,  of  Jefferson  county,  was     a  fine  rider,  self 

possessed,  skilled  and  perfectly  at  home  in  the  management 
of  the  rein." 

Miss  C.  Ball,  of  Jefferson  county,  was  "  an  excellent  rider; 

entitled  to  rank  as  number  one  any  where.    Ilcr  })Osition  was 

perfectly  natural  and  extremely  graceful,  and  her  manner 
modest  and  fearless." 

The  interest  taken  in  the  ladies'  riding  match  was  such  that 
the  committee  was  requested  to  withhold  their  decision,  and 
require  the  competitors  to  again  appear  on  the  grounds  and 
make  an  exhibition  of  their  skill  the  next  day. 

At  the  a})pointed  hour  the  grounds  around  the  track  v/ere 
ftgain  crowded.  ICvery  body  in  town,  that  possibly  could, 
was  there,  and  the  performances  of  the  ladies,  and  particular- 
ly those  of  ^liss  Hodges,  cronl  ed  more  interest  than  on  the  pre- 
vious day. 
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At  tljc  close  of  lac  contest  .Tudc^^c  I^owc  addrcssod  IIjc  ladies, 
highly  coinj)linienling  all  of  tlniin  for  iheir  exploits;  ^vhcn 
the  coniinittoe  commenced  canvassing  the  claims  of  the  fair 
competitors,  and  upon  tlie  fust  ballot  the  prize  was  awarded 
to  J\[iss  l.>clle  Turner. 

IMiss  Turner  was  called  for;  she,  accompanied  hy  her  cava- 
lier, Ceorge  V>.  AVilsoii,  came  forward  to  the  stand,  -when  the 
watch  was  presented  to  hei'. 

She  received  the  gift  with  a  sweet  smile,  and  a  graceful 
inclination  of  the  body,  at  the  same  tiine  modestly  expressing 
a  doubt  as  to  lier  merits  ;  in  reply  to  which  she  was  informed 
that  tlie  committee  had  decided  thai  question  for  her." 

The  author  of  this  sketch  was  present,  and  witnessed  the 
whole  of  this  equestrian  contest,  and  thought  the  award  was 
pro])erly  made,  but  it  did  not  meet  with  the  approbation  of 
the  great  mass  of  the  spectators. 

The  popular  sentiment  was  strongly  in  favor  of  Miss 
Hodges,  and  "  spontaiiCously  as  if  by  concert,  men  sprung  up 
in  all  quarters  of  the  field,"  and  in  a  few  minutes  there  was 
raised  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars  in  money  for  her 
benefit,  and  six  months  tuition  and  board  provided  for  her  at 
school.  And  this  closed  the  exhibition  of  the  first  State  Fair 
in  Iowa. 

The  success  of  the  first  State  Fair  was  such  that  it  created 
an  interest  in  its  behalf  throughout  the  State,  and  thcFegisla- 
turc  in  January,  ] 855,  passed  an  act  authorizing  the  Society 
"to  draw  from  the  State  Treasury  in  aid  of  its  operations  one 
thousand  dollars  per  year." 

This  assistance,  with  the  interest  taken  in  it  by  the  people, 
caused  the  State  Agricultural  Society  to  assume  such  a  posi- 
tion that  is  was  yoon  regarded  as  one  of  the  established 
institutions  of  the  State. 


(To  1)0  Continuod.) 
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HISTORY  OF  MARSHALL  COUNTY. 


BY  NET'J'IE  SAXJ'^OIU),  MARSH AL^/rO^VX,  IOWA. 

(ContiniK.'d  IVoiii  page  375.) 

Hon.  AVell.s  S.  Kice,  foDiiciTy  from  Sandusky,  ()liio,  iiou'  ihc. 
present  Senator  from  tlii.s  District  to  tlio  lo\s-a  Loi^islatni'O. 
was  one  of  tlie  earliest  settlers  of  ATarsliall  C'onnly,  and  being 
identified  willi  many  of  the  enterin-isen  connected  witli  its 
prosperity,  the  historian  mnnt  occasionally  turn  ])iogra])iior 
tlirough  these  pagc!<.  Perhaps  there  are  few  men  in  the  State 
that  have  the  pertinacity  and  untiring  energies  office,  Anson 
and  lion.  G.  M.  "Woodbury,  wlio  came  a  little  later  in  ISTj-t 
fvom  Peora,  Illinois.  These  three  men,  appreciating  the  nat- 
ural advantages  of  Marshalltown  over  ^larietta  for  a  town, 
were  determined  to  overthrow  their  rival,  and  make  xJnrietta 
give  np  the  county  seat.  For  seven  years  the  standing  bone 
of  contention,  it  was  the  occasion  of  quarrels  all  over  the 
county — swapping,  bargaining  positions,  and  every  other  chi- 
canery was  resorted  to,  until  in  18C0  victory  crowned  their 
efforts  and  their  work  was  done. 

Marietta,  despoiled  and  dismantled,  her  Court  House  gone, 
stores  removed,  she  only  fills  a  place  in  history,  instead  of 
being  the  center  of  tr;ulc  and  enterprise,  like  her  rival.  Emi- 
gration came  in  freely  in  1853 — 4  all  over  the  beautiful  lands  of 
the  county,  especially  near  tlie  forests. 

Friends  with  their  sweet  Quaker  wives,  tow-lieaded  children 
from  Indiana  with  their  sickly  mothei'S  from  the  Wabash  still 
shakiniT  Avitli  the  terrible  "  ac-err'  emic^rants  irom  Ohio  and 
Xevr  York,  with  a  s]n-irikling  of  Yankees,  Dutch,  etc.  Land 
Wtas  cheap,  the  currency  was  gold  and  silver,  and  if  a  farmer 
raised  anything  he  could  sell  it  at  a  high,  price  and  im]-)rove 
his  surroundings. 

The  year  1853  was  a  good  one  for  farmers, — the  great  draw- 
back to  settlers  was  the  distance  to  market  for  building 
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material.  Pine  liiinbcr  ]i:ul  to  liaiiK'fl  U'i>\\\  tlio  ^Mississipi, 
for  the  one  saw  null  could  not  siij)])1y  llio  hc'UUt.i  oven  willi 
Iowa  liiuiber  from  the  native  lorests.  Jack  liraddy  Liiilt  a 
house  from  poles  about  as  large  as  a  stove  i)il)c,  '*coverii)<^ 
the  roof  with  slough  grass,  with  the  bare  cartli  for  a  floor,  and 
a  dry  goods  box  for  a  pantry.  A  flour  barrel  held  the  library 
and  wardrobe  of  the  family,  with  the  exception  of  their  every 
day  ap})arel.  It  used  to  be  said  that  clothing  would  ]iot  v.'ear 
in  the  Iowa  winds  as  it  did  in  the  East.  And  no  wonder. 
The  drapery  blowing  about  catching  on  tlie  hazel  brusli  and 
prairie  weeds,  and  the  supply  of  dry  goods  rather  scant,  it  was 
not  strnngc  that  careful  mothers  worried  over  these  annoy- 
ances, besides  the  black  mud  which  grimed  and  soiled 
everything  about  the  home. 

Many  a  poor  emigrant  mother,  heart-broken  and  discour- 
aged, laid  her  brown  hands  across  the  tired  breast  to  rest 
under  the  black  Iowa  soil,  which  liad  fmally  gained  the  victo- 
ry in  her  everyday  conflicts  with  it.  Mrs.  Dr.  Whcalen, 
formerly  of  Marietta,  tells  us  that  she  managed  to  entertain 
twenty-two  persons  in  her  little  cabin  one  night.  The  room 
was  about  fifteen  feet  square,  the  cradle,  chairs  and  table  were 
set  out  of  doors,  and  down  upon  the  puncheon  floors  were 
placed  the  beds  and  quilts  for  the  occupants.  An  over-coat, 
a  dress  or  two,  served  as  a  partition  to  screen  the  girl  sleep- 
ers from  the  rough  emigrants  that  had  come  in  that  day  to 
find  homes. 

Some  of  these  girls  now  sleep  in  frescoed  chambers,  with 
rich  upholstery,  honored  matrons  receiving  guests  from  all 
parts  of  the  world  in  luxury  and  comfort.  What  a  contrast 
from  the  early  days  ! 

Dr.  Whcalen,  one  of  the  best  physicians  in  the  vicinity,  was 
also  a  cabinet  maker,  so  that  he  made  the  furniture  for  his 
little  cabin.  Three  legged  stools,  pole  bedsteads,  a  shoe  box 
metamorphosed  into  a  cradle,  rough  cotton-wood  shelves  and 
brackets,  are  among  the  monuments  of  liis  genius  in  that  line. 

Dr.  Whealen  and  Dr.  Nixon,  of  Marietta,  were  the  first 
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physicians  in  tlic  county.  And  Kuch  Ktoiics  oi  exposure  in 
crossing  streams  without  bridges  in  the  wild,  stormy  nights, 
of  the  snowy  prairies  wliero  men  were  liable  to  bo  lost  in  the 
white  waste,  and  sleep  the  slee})  thfit  knows  ]io  waking. 

JMany  of  the  emigrants  were  too  ])Oor  to  ])ay  a  doctor's  bill, 
or  else  c;inceled  the  indebtedness  with  a  sick  calf  or  a  basket 
of  geese  eggs.  Old  Dean  died  of  typhoid  fever  in  spite  of 
all  that  could  be  done  for  hin\,  .and  no  hunber  could  bo  found 
suitable  lor  a  collln.  Finally,  'Mr.  Weatherly,  now  one  of  our 
most  successful  land  dealers,  offei-ed  the  sitle-ljoards  of  his 
emigrant  wagon,  and  by  the  help  of  n  carpenter  a  sarcophagus 
was  made,  not  as  lasting  as  the  Egyptian  Kings',  but  perliaps 
embalming  more  tears  and  sighs,  for  this  funeral  seems  to 
have  made  a  lasting  impression  upon  the  memories  of  the 
early  pioneers. 

Perhaps  the  most  serious  annoyance  causing  sickness  among 
the  people,  was  the  lack  of  good  wholesome  bread.  A  kind  of 
a  crude  macliiuc,  that  barely  cracked  two  bushels  of  corn  in  a 
day's  lime,  was  built  on  Timber  Creek  by  AVilliam  Asher. 
The  grit  and  dirt,  made  the  corn  bread  any  thing  but  pal- 
'atable.  It  was  a  hundred  miles  to  Oskaloosa,  and  they  were 
obliged  to  wait  a  Aveek  for  the  grist,  and  if  the  roads  were 
bad  and  Skunk  river  imi^assable  from  high  water,  the  result 
was,  corn  meal  ground  through  a  coffee  mill,  and  made  into 
"  flap  jacks."  Mr.  Alexander  Boulcs,  in  1 819,  got  out  of  pow- 
der to  kill  game,  the  corn  meal  was  scarce,  and  their  bill  of 

fare  reads  :    Soup. — a  la  deer  hide.  Meats  

Vegetables — ^  .   Dessert. — Black  haws.  Coffee. 

— a  la  sassafras,  the  material  of  which  they  had  brought  from 
Kentucky. 

]>ut  we  return  to  the  projects  which  gave  hope  to  the  early 
settlers,  that  this  state  of  things  would  pass  away. 

From  1853  to  'oG  the  Fulton  Air  Line  11.  11.  was  talked  of,  to 
pass  through  the  county,  making  Marietta  ;in  eligible  station 
on  the  line,  thus  bringing  to  the  homesick  emigrants  the  com- 
forts of  the  East.    The  road  v/as  graded  from  Lyons  westward 
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Marietta  IkkI  rccicvod  new  accessions  fi-c)i)i  tlio  I'^asi.  lloii. 
Do  Loss  Arnold  coninionced  j)raeti(Mnf^  law,  and  anionc;  tlu; 
enter],)rising  nion  of  that  time  were  'J'hos.  Abel),  Esq.,  from 
Dunkirk,  John  Turner  and  lion.  ]T.  E.  J.  Bo.ardnian.  }jani^or. 
Liberty,  and  all  the  vrestern  townships  favored  ^Marietta,  as  it 
^\■as  nearer  the  geographical  center,  while  Albion,  like  .a  dog 
in  tlie  manger,  favored  neither,  as  she  lio}>ed  to  get  it  herself 
by  some  liocus  poeus. 

At  the  fall  term  of  t'ne  Court  In  Judge  Mcl-'arland  Ns'as 

on  the  bench.  lie  was  one  of  the  queerest  iiieu  that  e\-er 
lived,  lie  had  a  divorce  suit  on  hand  at  the  term  above  men- 
tioned, and  both  parties  wanted  divorce.  Tlie  court  ojieiied 
in  due  form,  parties  present,  etc.  The  ]irst  witness  called 
was  asked  Avhat  he  knew  of  the  partii.-s  to  the  suit.  OliI  not 
niuchj  they  are  always  a  fuddling  around,"*  he  answered. 

At  this  ]\IcEarland  half  roused  himscH  fr<)m  a  slee])y  stupor. 
"  Fuddling  around,  and  around  I  CHerk,  1  grant  a  decree  for 
divorce.  Call  the  next  case!''  Thus  summarily  was  Justice 
meted  out  in  the  olden  time. 

One  of  the  lawyers  at  this  term  of  court  was  from  Eurling- 
ion,  and  was  facetiously  named  by  his  professional  brethren, 

old  Timber."  lie  was  submitting  liis  case  to  the  jury  in  fine 
rhetoric,  wlien  a  large  mule  braying  loudly,  thrust  its  head 
through  the  Court  House  window.    ^IcFarland  cried  out, 

Hold  up  Old  Timber,  this  honorable  court  cannot  entertain 
both  of  your  opiiiions  on  this  question  at  the  same  time!" 
Nothing  could  equal  the  intense  disgust  of  old  Timber,"  for 
the  efTect  on  the  jury  wa.*?  such  he  lost  lus  case.  But  his  loss 
was  a  great  gain  in  fun  to  the  whole  multitude. 

At  another  time  ^McFarland  was  so  di-unk  that  he  could 
hardly  sit  on  the  l)ench.  Court  was  called  in  due  form. 
Lawyers,  jury  and  witnesses  all  waiting,  when  llis  Honor  va- 
cantly stared  around.  ''Well!  well!  gentlemen,  call  this 
court  together  to-morrow  morning  at  8  o'clock,"  and  walked 
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off.  There  was  no  other  way,  only  to  wait  for  Jufiticc  to 
right  licrseir. 

,  la  September,  Iboo,  at  tliat  term  nn  action  was  brouglit  by 

Charles  Brivnock,  N.  P.  Gregg,  counsel.    In  illustrating  his 

case  the  Latin  quotation,  ^'.4(1  quod  J)amnw7i,^^  came  in 

pretty  often,  and  after  the  counsel  for  the  deremlant  deuiur- 

red,  Gregg   repeated  the    classical   quotation.  ^IcFarland 

broke  in,  "  Gregg,  I  am  going  to  knock  your  case  higher  than 

a  liberty  pole.    Get  out  of  court  with  your  Ad  (jod  damn  'cm, 

and  don't  you  ever  use  so  much  profanity  in  my  presence 

again!"    Gregg  tried  to  bring  a  decision  from  the  Supreme 

Court  to  sustain  his  case.    "I  don't  care  a  d  n  for  the 

Supreme  Court.    Mr.   Clerk  call  the  next  case,"  and  the 

Judge  leaned  back  with  great  dignity,  perfectly  oblivious  of 
his  ignorance. 

Marietta  had  a  society  that  was  called  the  Grand  Coop  of 
the  Oriental  Order  of  Bachelors,  and  as  witty,  genial  set  of 
men  as  ever  drew  around  the  board. 

Hon.  Thos.  Mercer,  Arnold,  our  graceful  State  Representa- 
tive, Jeff  Crookham  and  John  McRye  were  the  leading  spirits. 

They  debated,  told  stories,  devoured  nuts  and  candies,  and 
se.emed  to  exercise  considerable  social  influence.  They  found 
the  discipline  of  the  Grand  Coop  rather  bad  for  their  diges- 
tion, for  every  one  of  them  were  noosed  in  matrimonial  tics 
within]  three]  years.  Mercer  has  filled  many  offices  of  trust 
through  the  war  under  the  government.  Crookham  died  near 
Oskaloosa  some  years  ago.  Crookham  was  passionate!}' 
devoted  to  the  interests  of  ^[arietta,  and  when  he  was  in  Mar- 
shalltown  some  of  tlie  citizens  took  delight  in  teasing  him. 
One  day  Kelley  and  Ilanibel  got  a  parcel  of  Hoozier  emigrants 
within  ear-shot  of  Crookham,  and  told'  some  terrible  stories 
about^^Iarietta.  Why,  don't  you  think?"  said  Kelley,  a 
man  was  drowned  on  their  public  square  last  week  I  "  Crook- 
ham tried  to  explain  matters,  but  Kelley  told  them  that 
Crookliam  had  lots  to  suU  up  there,  and  he  would  tell  dread- 
ful yarns.  The  conseciuence  was  a  larger  lioosier  element  in 
the  population  of  ]Marshalltown. 
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In  tlic  year  of  185-1  a  settlcincnt  was  lua^lc  al  Fix-ncli  (U  oxc 
by  two  broUicrs,  Joliu  and  Joscpli  AtiscIiiio,  l^Vcncljincii,  wlio 
lived  in  log  cabins,  and  being  near  a  grove  liad  plenty  of  tim- 
ber to  fence  Avitli.  For  a  long  time  tliis  settlement  Avas  the 
only  one  for  thirty  miles  due  westward  I'rom  jMarietta.  Tliey 
were  jovial  fellows,  and  liuiiters  far  and  near  made  it  head- 
quarters. In  Jeflerson  tow)iship  William  Powers,  'and  liis 
brothers  ]saac  and  John,  came  and  settled  in  1852.  Here  also 
was  a  rendezvous  for  hunters  in  an  early  day.  George  Wiles, 
with  a  party  of  five,  went  beyond  this  grove  one  day  and  hill- 
ed three  hundred  and  eleven  chickens,  retui-ning  to  tovvn — 
their  two  horse  wagon  loaded  with  game,  chickens'  wings  and 
heads  festooning  the  sideboards  of  the  same  like  fresco  work. 

■■  A  family  by  the  name  of  Iloppin  lived  near  the  edge  of  the 
township;  their  nearest  neighbor  was  three  miles  away.  Z^Tr. 
Iloppin  was  an  inexperienced  fanner,  being  by  profession  a 
book-keeper,  but  Iiearing  wonderful  stories  of  making  money 
in  the  West  had  bought  a  farm  and  commenced  operations. 
He  put  up  a  little  cabin,  raised  sod  corn,  a  fev/  pumpkins  and 
beans,  and  the  cold  winter  found  him  nnprepared  for  fuel  and 
hay.  He  was  obliged  to  go  ten  miles  lor  wood.  All  winter 
he  bravely  bore  up  under  his  misfortunes,  for  his  cattle  died 
and  children  were  sick,  but  in  March  he  died  of  typhoid  fever. 
The  wife  had  nothing  but  parched  corn  for  bread,  and  not  a 
drop  of  tea  oi  coffee  for  eighteen  months. 

One  cold  day  in  October  Mr.  Jonathan  Heed,  from  Ohio, 
left  his  wife  and  family  out  on  the  sea  oi  brown  grass  about 
three  miles  from  a  house,  sewing  a  tent  cover  as  he  started  for 
Oskaloosa  to  buy  ilour.  W^hen  the  tent  pins  were  adjusted  it 
was  found  the  cover  would  not  fit  the  tent  or  v>'agon  cither,  so 
they  crawled  under  it  and  passed  the  night  the  best  they 
could.  One  oi  the  neighbors  iinally  took  pity  ui)on  their  for- 
lorn condition  and  rented  to  them  a  small  smoke  house  tAvelve 
feet  square,  Avhcre  the  family  (of  eight  persons  in  all)  li\  ed 
tlirough  the  winter. 
Thi^j  summer  was  a  period  famous  in  Marsh alltown  for  the 
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''brick  suits"  bclwooii  AVclls  Kicc  mid  C.  Woo-lljiiiy. 
Tiicsc  suits  weri'  used  l)y  3Iariotta  ))eo})le  to  iull nonce  votcH  in 
favor  of  their  town  in  tlie  spring  election  uj)on  the  roniovnl  of 
the  county  sent.  "Sec  liei-e  !  "  said  tliey,  *' tlios(;  nien  nnisl 
be  rascalfi,  or  they  wouhl  not  fill  out!"  After  thin  quarrel 
was  adjusted,  tlieso  pi-o)ninenl  gentlenien  lot  all  iji-iwat-c  mat- 
tore  drop,  and  tlicy  worked,  together  like  beavers  to  get  tlie 
records  i-enioved  until  ISGO,  wlien  there  was  no  furtiier  cause 
for  brotherly  love.  At  the  8})]-ing  election  in  I^Jarion  town- 
eliip,  Tho;L  AbcU,  jCsq.,  of  I^Iai-ietta,  had  a  good  many  pei'- 
sonal  friends  tliere.  He  liad  lent  money  at  a  lo\\^  rate  of  inter- 
est, and  the  rough  farmers  seemed  to  appreciate  tlie  favor.  In 
the  morning  Mr.  Abel  I  was  ready  to  bet  the  township  wouhl 
give  Marietta  a  large  majority.  AY  el  Is  Ilico  and  some  of  tlie 
Marshalltown  men  were  there,  and  about  ten  o'clock,  Stew- 
art, of  Marion,  reached  out  liis  arm  in  a  threatening  manner 
and  said  to  Abell,  "  You  sir,  have  been  stealing  the  Marshall- 
town  ballots,  give  them  up  !  "  ]\lr.  Abell  protested  that  he 
liad  not  seen  them,  but  so  dumbfounded  was  he  that  he  kept 
out  of  sight  most  of  the  time  that  day.  The  result  of  this 
scheme  was,  tliat  Marion  gave  thirty  majority  for  IMarshall- 
town.  ]\ice  liad  the  ballots  in  a  safe  place,  and  it  was  only 
an  artifice  to  bully  for  votes.  Abell  told  the  writer  of  this 
article  he  never  felt  so  mean  in  liis  life,  and  yet  he  knew  tliat 
he  was  innocent.  The  Marietta  Express,  hovv'cver,  placed  a 
symbol  bird  at  the  head  of  its  columns  announcing  victory  for 
Marietta  throughout  the  county.  The  Albion  paper  seemed 
to  rage  at  this,  and  called  out  some  terrible  invectives  in 
their  columns,  but  it  was  of  no  use,  Marietta  had  beaten  her 
foes,  and  lot-holders  in  the  persecuted  city  ielt  safe.  Mr. 
Crow,  who  kept  the  j^farietta  House,  gave  a  fine  supper  to  his 
friends.  ]^iit  a  word  of  the  moral  iniluences  liave  moulded  so- 
ciety to  its  present  condition  of  intelligence,  morality,  etc. 

The  Methodist  E[)iscopal  Church  as  early  as  1S51  founded 
Avhat  was  called,  her  ^Marshall  Mission,  Ilev.  S.  Dunton  doing 
the  work.    Late  one  night  in  the  autumn  of  tliis  year  he 
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readied  llie  (^nhin  of  ISlv.  IJalls,  on  Lliiii  Crock,  kouUi  of  llio 
city  of  ]\[:irs]i.'i]l,  chillecl  aaid  ]iuii;p'y  from  liis  loiig  rido  on 
horse-bacl:,  coming  tlirough  from  low.i  City  in  two  days. 

After  cheering  a  few  Iriends  in  tlie  vicinity  Avitli  llie  first 
coiiRolation  that  a  minister  or  Clivist  could  fj;ivn  in  the  sparse 
settlement,  lie  attciiipted  the  next  day  to  go  onward  to  Mnri- 
etta  and  forjn  a  class,  but  tlie  high  water  ])revented  liis  cross- 
ing Linn  Creek,  for  the  torrent  had  loosed  tlie  only  bridge,  so 
he  Avas  obliged  to  return  to  Iowa  City  lor  a  more  favorable 
opportunity.  The  next  spring  lie  came  back  and  organized  a 
little  church  at  a  IMr.  Grifliths  at  the  moutli  of  Timber  Creek. 
In  1853  a  clmrcli  of  tliis  denomination  was  organized,  in  j\Iar- 
ehalltown  at  the  scliool  room  in  a  liouso  owned  by  ("hris. 

Ford,  l)ut  its  progress  -svas  slow,  and  as  late  as  ISoV  it  num- 
bered only  tliirty  members. 

The  quaint,  yet  pious  Kcv.  Mr.  Shinn,  ^'ho  was  once  a)v 

pointed  temporary  chaplain  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

His  memorable  prayer  upon  that  occasion  may  be  lorgotten  in 

history  unless  we  reproduce  it.     "  CIreat  God  I  bless  the 

young  and  growing  State  of  Iowa,  bless  her  Senators — her 

Representatives,  bless  all  her  state  officers,  give  us  a  sound 

currency,  pure  vrater  and  undel'iled  religion  for  Christ's  sake. 

Amen!"    A  model  prayer,  for  it  was  brief.    The  iirst  camj) 

meeting  was  held  in  the  forest  near  Griffith's  mill  at  the 

mouth  of  Timber  Creek.    Here  with  no     rustling  silks  or 

jewels  shine,-''  old  fashioned  Methodism  inadc  itself  felt  far 

and  near,  and  with  a  hearty  remembrance  of  the  enjoyment  of 

tliis  meeting  it  v/rought  out  a  great  work  in  Ilis  vineyard,  for 

it  numbers  through  the  county  a  membershi])  of  eight  hun- 
dred. 

The  Xew  School  Presbyterian  Church  was  organized  in 
;^^arshalltown  in  3.858,  vritli  j^ev.  mt.  Gorflon  as  pastor. 
There  vras  only  a  little  handful  of  members — nine  in  all.  >\rr. 
Gordon  vras  a  radical  anti-sir  very  man,  becoming  quite  un- 
popular with  his  congregation-  and  was  obliged  to  leave  after 

a  pastorate  of  a  year.'  He  also^  reached  in  Albion,  and  occa^ 
Bionally  in  j\[ arietta. 


411 


AXXALf^   OF  irnvA. 


[JANUA  RY, 


The  Ivcv.  1\U\  ])c  Loss  W.1S,  liov/cvor,  llic  }nost  cfjicient 
miiiLstcr  in  the  \vhole  liistory  of  tliis  clnircli  organization.  He 
obt.iiiied  8u])scri])tion,s  iov  a  cliui  cli,  g(;l  men  to  give  day's 
•works  u])on  the  cdilice,  aiu'l  after  a  Avliile,  al'tcr  jnucli  labor  and 
llnancial  discouragements,  tlio  brave  old  man  saw  one  of  the 
finest  cluireli  buildin^-s  in  tlic  State  erected  as  .a  reward  Jor  liis 
prayers  and  cTibrls.  JIq  died  soon  after  his  worl:  was  done, 
much  lamented. 

There  was  a  Congregational  Chiu'ch  organized  at  Marietta 
and  Albion  iu  1850,  and  the  llev.  ?.Ir.  l^oardman  alternated 
liis  preaching  in  both  towns.  The  Lutherans  came  to  Albion 
in  18G1,  also  Iiad  preaching  in  Marslialltown. 

The  Univcrsalists  for  some  years  liave  been  quite  numerous 
in  tlio  county,  and  now  baptists,  Congregationalists,  Disci- 
ples and  Episcopalians  are  wealthy,  intbicntial  denomina- 
tions. 

About  the  year  1857  in  the  strife  among  the  towns  of  this 
vicinity  for  notoriety,  Albion,  fearing  tliat  her  efforts  in  favor 
of  getting  the  county  seat  would  be  abortive,  at  last  conclud- 
ed to  try  her  hand  upon  some  institution  of  learning. 

IJDon  a  hint  in  the  journal  pul^lished  by  Chapin  and  Barn- 
hart,  of  Albion,  subscriptions  vv'cre  ashed  of  Marietta  and 
Marshalltowu  so  that  a  college  building  could  be  at  oiicc 
commenced.  It  Avas  also  intimated  to  the  rivals  that  the  one 
which  gave  the  highest  subscription  would  get  the  most  votes 
from  Albion  and  Iov,^a  tov.'.'iship  in  th.e  coming  election.  Sub- 
scription papers  whisked  around  a  good  deal  faster  than  a 
poor-box  in  both  towns,  so  wlien  the  papers  were  opened  it 
Avas  found  that  Ivlarietta  had  given  three  thousand  dollars, 
and  not  to  be  outdone  3iarshalltov/n  gave  a  tliousand  more. 
Albion  was  now  shelved  to  the  joy  of  the  "rivals,''  and  com- 
menced hci"  2>i'esent  colloge  ])uilding.  ^larshall  County  voted 
the  sales  of  swamp  lands  withjn  her  jurisdiction,  the  money  to 
be  used  in  the  college  building  and  for  the  payment  of  teach- 
ers. 

A  creditable  building  was  erected,  and  every  thing  went  on 
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ewiinmingly  for  tlio  now  iiistitiilioii,  otlicrwiso  called  tlio  ?.Irir- 
gliall  County  Higli  Scliool.  Jiut  from  some  defect  in  the 
school  law  tlieso  bigh  schools  did  not  receive  lielj)  from  tlie 
State,  fio  that  no  pennanont  endowmcjit  i'uud  could  he  inad'--, 
and  after  a  year  or  two  tlie  school  languislied. 

Tlic  Lutheran  Synod  then  a])proached  the  Tru>teoH  with  a 
proposition  to  buy  the  College  building  fur  tlu^ir  ow  n  partic- 
ular sect,  and  their  denomination  being  iniluoitial  would 
m'\kc  it  the  best  school  in  the  State.  Tlie  Synod  was  to  give 
sixteen  thousand  dollars  for  it,  but  for  impecunious  reasons 
the  money  was  not  all  ]iaid  o^  er,  and  iinally  al'ier  a  term  of 
years  Tl'.os.  Swearingen,  ]^]s(p,  obtained  a  judgment  against 
the  institution,  and  it  is  now  under  liis  cojitrol,  altliougli  the 
Synod  claim  the  stock. 

Tlie  College,  under  the  supervision  of  I'rof  Schaefei*,  was  a 
great  success,  but  some  evil  S])irit  ever  since  has  troubled  it 
with  misfortune,  so  that  it  never  has  numbered  o\qv  twenty 
students  since.  Tiie  war  injured  it  soinewliat,  and  tlie  citizens 
of  Albion  have  not  given  it  the  support  it  needed.  The  his- 
tory of  Western  Colleges,  like  that  of  AVestern  Cities,  is  a 
varying  one. 

(To  be  Continued.) 


PIONEERS  OF  MARION  COUNTY, 


JiY   W-NL   :>r.  DOXXEL. 


(Coneiudcd  JTom  i);ig"c  oOO.) 

On  the  2Sth  of  Sc})tej;iber,  l^Gl,  ITenry  h[;i.^pers,  liavir.g 
purchased  tiie  olliee  of  the  old  I^ella.  d'tLVcUCy  commeneed  the 
publication  of  a  newsjiaper  in  the  Holland  language,  called  the 
PclkvsWf.cl-hhid  (  irtc/tA/).  Tliis  paper  was,  :\iid  is,  in  tlie  in- 
terest of  the  Democratic  party,  and  eiyoyed  a  ^^jyod  patruJiage, 
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l)cing  ill  ;i  coiniauiiily  wIkjio  tlial  j)arty  was  Jnrgely  dominei 
On  the  18tli  of  June  last  (18V0)  Mr.  IIusjuts,  }i:ivii)g  bncu  a]>- 
}>oiiite(l  by  tlic  Legislature  lo  the  olliee  of  l'^i)iniigr:;iit  Agent, 
sold  th(!  jjuper  to  If.  Xeyeiieeli,  by  wlioni  it  is  now  conducted. 

TI:c  Marion  Couuly  JlcpubliccDi  ^va^j  juirehascd  l^y  f''. 
Williams  in  Oct.  '01,  and  edited  by  liini  till  he  solil  it  to  Wni. 
G.  Caiubi-idge,  Aug.  '«JG.  In  — 1  .^ir.  Williams  rented  tlie 
oflieo  to  a  printer  named  Cii-iiiin,  \\\u)  rodneed  it  to  liiilf  its 
original  size,  ami  issued  it  |trineij)aliy  as  an  advertising  sheet. 
In  Mareh,  '(!7,  -Mr.  (Jambridge  sold  it  to  Sperry  and  J^arker.  by 
wliich  trans.'iction  the  Jicj^id'Hcan  vras  iiiialiy  discrontinued. 

In  the  winter  of  'Gl — 5,  31  r.  C  S.  ^Vilsoi:,  .sir.ee  connected 
with  the  Vv'^interset  J/'./'(//.<r>///^//^,  j)urc]i.'isL'd  the  }m-lss  and  type 
belonging  to  the  Donocrallc  JStandardy  ii!Ove(l  tlieni  to  l*ella, 
and  on  the  od  ol  Feb.,  '05,  commenced  tiie  publication  of  the 
Vella  ./iiV/<76'. 

Air.  AViisun  was  ;i  radieal  1  vepublivan,  an  .i  ;i  wi-iti-r  of  r:ilh- 
er  more  titan  ordinary  jj;enius.  in  the  l'>cai  <kp;\rtment  he 
made  the  p.vpci-  e.>]»e(^i;iriy  attr:;eii\e  by  !:i.'>  pecui i ar  style.  In 
his  salutatory  lie  says: 

Acting,  w])  to  the  time  of  the  beginning  of  the  rcbelliou, 
with  the  Democratic  party,  I  have,  since  that  time,  liad  a  her- 
itage in  none;  but,  believing  that  upon  the  success  of  the 
Itepublican  (or  Union)  party,  and  the  triumph  of  their  princi- 
ples, depend  the  rescue  of  the  country  fj'om  the  hand  of  trea- 
son, and  its  existance  among  the- family  of  nations,  I  have  act- 
ed politically  with  that  party.  The  Blade  will  continue  the 
advocacy  of  these  principles,  at  the  same  time  its  columns 
will  not  fail  to  cojidemn  whatever  it  judges  to  be  incompati- 
ble with  the  public  interest  or  tlie  national  honor. 

*' In  the  local  department  particular  attention  will  be  given 
to  the  spread  of  such  intelligence  concerning  our  city  and 
county  as  will  be  of  beneiit  to  them. 

"  It  will  be  my  aim  to  make  this  journal  acceptable  as  a 
family  news]>.a})er,  and,  to  this  end,  the  latest  ]ie\vs,  poetry, 
tales,  agricultural  ajfairs,  and  items  of  all  kijids  will  find  a 


1.S7J.]  rioM;i:i:.s  or  .maimo.v  coi.niv.  1)7 

j)l.*l(.;c  ill  its  cdIiiiiiiis.      1  Jcl icv i ni^-  tliiil  iioLliiii'.':  L'  ii<is  iiiurclo 
the  (It'Vt'lopiiU'iit  of  :i  comity  tliaii  :i  ^\■i<l<'-;l^\■a!^:(;  )iL-\\  >j)a|»'.'r, 
sljall  eii(l('uvor  to  riNold  tlic  Uip  W'inl-.lc  style  as  imif-ii  a> 

])0.ssibl(\'" 

As  a  sa?iij»]('  o(  .Mr.  A\'ilsoij's  w idc-awakt;  :>lylc,  ^\'^'  ai'c  ovrr- 
tClllpted  to  C'0))y  tln'  rollowiii';   (Vo!,»  liic-  loc.-il  (lr-p:iil!iK'!il,  (.'1' 
ili-.Sl  IIUIIiIkM'  Oftlu-    /'!'/''. :.- 

"  Oi;i;  Dk.'wi'  C.\);:(;::sr(..\i);:.\  r.---\\\'  li;i\c  .scciiic.l  liic 
\\cvs  oi'  oil'.'  ol"  tiic  ablcs'i.  wrilcrs  ot"  Hic  a^'c,  at  a  :^alaiy  of 
:'^i!I.),0()0  per  a.innnn,  lo  i';i>  \\'est  a:i<l  correspoiKl  I'nr  \  Jlhnlr 
Iror.i  tlic  Di-al't  ];c<j;ioiis.  Iicv/ill  )a[)oii  v.rckly  c vt-ry tii '; ii-- 
oi' interest  tliat  occui'S  ai)ir:;<-;  t.;ie  niiincroiis  cLiss  of  j.-il'^a-iiiis 
who  liave  Jiohly  taiceii  their  jives  in  llieir  liand,;  ar.d — Tii;i 
:iwiiy.  ]t'  a  rattle  siia.he  slioiiitl  l;<>  so  \i i;eoiirie(^iis  as  to  take  a 
iiij)  at  the  lieel  of  one  of  tlie.^o  dex  otc-d  ])i lais  ;  it"  a  L;i"i//.!ey 
sliould  cli.'uu-e  to  iiK^idii'e  i?i  a  ]n-ead;i"aKt  of  ['lli^rim  liau],  or  a. 
Pen  Peree  fancy  a  eolhation  of  drad't  stea^k,  lie  \\\\\  duly 
report.  He  lias  also  anotiicr  luission.  ^\''e  are  soniev/hat  ]-e- 
latcd  to  tile  ])ig*ger  iiidiaiis,  ;iiid  it  \\\\\  i)e  tlie  i)\!>ii!ess  ot  our 
corrospondeiit  to  ta.l^e  ste])S  to  ipi'event  any  c>f  tlie  \  adieiii  ]til- 
i^ndais  ironi  iiia.ri'yiiiL;"  into  tiie  n;itloii  ot  1  )!L;'j;ers,  as  we  are 
c'nreful  of  our  Moodi,  and  do  lait  waat  to  Ikv,  e  it  pulluU'fl  fiy 
any  sueh  iiitcrniingliii--.'" 

After  publishing  the  llladc  ior  aijoul  a  year,  Jir.  ATiisoii 
sold  the  press  and  type  to  IVfeliek,  Avlio  took  tluni  to  A'^aler- 
loo,  ]>laek  Hawk  Co.,  and  jirinted  the  "'\\"a.lerloo  Cocrar. 

Soon  after  this  the  7i/W(/:' ' vras  renewed  oy  Iv.  C'rosij}'  who, 
shortly  afterwards,  associated  A\  ith  liini  J  as.  \\.  ljet;'.er.  Tii 
Dec,  '07,  Crosby  sold  his  interest  in  tiie  eor.cern  to  il.  C 
Curtis,  and,  in  ])ee.,  Curtis  sold  to  A.  'T.  iiel/er.  At  this 
date  the  paper  Ijeeaine  a  semi-weekly,  in  ilie  iiiae  ot'  I'.et/.er- 
Brothers,  and  continues  so  to  the  jvresent. 

Tlic  ?'larion  County  7>^'/.'e,)'_';'6:/  (Kiioxville;  v,  as  iirst  i-^sucd 
Sept.  i!)th,  iso;^,  l)y  ,1.  j,.  '^icC^^nnaek,  fi-oni  a  ]nv-s  and  type 
he  obtained  in  ?dissou;i.     in  his  saiulatoiy  lie  said  : 

it  is  the  intention  to  make  t!d>  siicet  a  "welcome  ^■isi('.>r  {-) 
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tliL'  jiri'.s:(l(^  (){  vvovy  lioiiscliold  ;  to  i';ivo  iiistniotioii,  to  :i!ior<l 
plo.'isui-c  luid  cnjoyiticjit.  in  tlio  ])tM'iis;il  of  its  coIuiums,  aii«i.  il" 
[)()ssif,']c',  to  bring  Jibonl  :i  liltk'  Ix'ltf.'r  nndcrnLninlin'^  in  l]\v. 
minds  of  llic  j)coj>]c  as      llicii-  true  dnti'js  of  nc Ighhorly  <:ili- 

/.CMlslli]).''' 

iVTLL'!' jiromisln;;-  ii  i';uv  sii:ii\!  of  its  s|>;\co  to  Mi^ricultnra!  and 
niLM-can Lllc;  intorosts,  and  :ih.o  to  tliu  on tcilairnncnl  of  the 
Jovcrs  0)"  literature,  ho  adds: 

''In  ])oVitic'S  tiiis  i>;i.])cr  ■^viil  s!:i»})ort  tlu-  i)rin(dplc'S,  and 
stand  l;y  llic  organ i/.ati on  of  tlic  Democratic  party.  Tl  .ac- 
knowicdgcs  allegiance  to  none  other,  and  ^vi]l  pay  l\.'alty  to 
the  Ijeliesis  of  its  regular  organization  alone. 

"  .'*elic\ing  that  the  safety  ol  our  rejju'olican  institutions 
re({uircs  a  retui']i  to  tlic  })rincipics  of  the  party  that  estrdjlish- 
cd  tlic  "Union,  ^ve  shall  laoor  for  the  o\'erthro\\'  of  tiic  party 
now  in  po^>'el•,  and  inj-ist  n})on  ii  I'cturn  to  llie  conditioii  of 
things  that  existed  before  traitoi'S  endeavored  to  destroy  tiie 
Governnieiit." 

The  T)CiiiOcrat  is  w  laj-ge,  well-conducted  journal,  and  coin- 
niands  a  liherrJ  .share  of  the  public  ijaLronnge. 

In  ^^dardi,  JsGT,  anothc]-  Daper  Avas  slai-fcii  in  reihi,  c;ilicd 
the  ]*olla  Ga::ciLc.  it  vras  .j)rinted  in  the  lioHp.nd  l.-mguage, 
devoted  to  tlse  interests  of  tiio  liepubiicnn  p:irty,  anil  edited 
by  (j.  Vail  (Jiid^el.  ..Viter  running  about  eighteen  months  it 
was  discontinued,  asul  the  press  was  purch;r^edi  by  Sno^\"  and 
Ifulur,  a  mercantile  hrm  ii!  Pelln,  ^vho  issued  a  monthiv  _jour- 
nal  foj-  the  i)urpose  of  advertising  tlicir  businc.-s. 

in  March,  1^G^>,  ?ilcssrs.  Speri-y  a.n(.'[  IJarlcer,  foi-nierly  uf  the 
G'.iihric  County  VhJdlr^  excliangcd  ijrinling  ofiices  with  ~\\ . 
(b  Cami)ridge.  oi  ihc  Al avion  C'ounty  J^ijnu'jJlvaii  ]  a.nu  on  tlic 
liOth  of  .i  u.uo  issued  the  lirst  number  of  the  /-//"/y  1 7;.'^  at 
Knoxville.     in  ids  salutatory  tiie  ediior  ;-a}s: 

Tlie  loi'-'cf.  Ib^./v  V,  ill  be  a  radically  1  bepuijliean  ne-ws- 
[u I i  ■  e r ,  ^^■  () rlv  1  n g  :i s  Ix  <  I  i '.,  i : , ; . y  1 ; )  i 'i i r  1 1 1 ■  r  t  h e  c : i u s e  of  1  e p uld i - 
canisni  and  the  weliare  aiul  iivogrcss  cf  ad  advocating  inijcir- 
ti:d.  suiiVi^ge  fur  the  v.'hole  naiiuu,  ;md  s{ri\dng'  ah\  ays  to  bi-  a 


proni])!,  niid  r('ii;il)](.'  jncd iuiii  of  gcnciTil  niid  loc;il  lU'wr-- — lu 
sliorl,  a  ]iv('  Iv'cpiiblir'aji  ncw.spaixjr/' 

Tlio  lia^;  a  ]:ir:;c  c;ii-c'.iilairo]i,  cnjo^'s  a  ]ai'!L:;c!  sliai'c  of 

]>iil)li(*  i)ntroiiai.;c',  and  lias  i-cndo-fd  il.-(dr  v.oiiliy  ilic  rc'))Ut.'i- 
lioii  o(';ii^O()d  local  journal. 

On  llie  Sill  ofJiin.,  ISt.'.s,  n  jicwspaixM-  callv-d  (.'r>ir.^f  j-/ir{((V 
made-  its  a})j)cara.nr('  iu  .IVdIa,  iiiid;'r  liic  proj)i']c'l(>fs]!i.])  cd 
.nci\nott,  McChillv  and  (Jainldc.  O w  in;^  1  o  llic  novelty  of  it s 
title,  and  llic  pccrdiar  notoriL'ty  of  on(^  of  its  cditoi-s  (IJcji- 
jK'td)  as  ji  radical  J)cnK)cratic  politician,  its  advent  caused 
sonu"  sensation  in  political  cir(des.  'riie  name  a\  as  evid(.*ntly 
cliose]!  to  oifset  tlie  stigma,  intended  to  Ijc  ilxed  n]>on  the  Deia- 
ocj-atic  party  ])y  the  JtCi")ublicans,  v^dicn  tliey  gave  it  the  name 
of  .1  most  i)oisonous  rc])tile. 

In  his  address  To  the  I'uhlic"'''  the  editoi-  says  in  his  well- 
known  radical  style : 

"  Our  chief  aim  will  ])e  to  iiialce  it  ;i  lirst-class  ]3emocratic 
l)aper,  devoted  to  the  ijiterc?ts  of  the  great'Democratic  part}', 
and  the  naasses  ot  devoted,  industrious,  honest  men  v.dio  su]>- 
port  the  (vovcrnment,  uphold  its  laws,  an.d  stainl  ])y  its  vri-'ii- 
len  Co]istItut ion,  as  e.\]^ounded  hy  the  supreme  judicdary  oC 
the  laiid.'' 

Only  chiven  numbers  of  the  |)a])er  were  published  iu  Ih'ila. 
In  tlic  last  week  in  IMarcli  it  v/as  moved  to  Ottumwa,  V>^ap]>a- 
lo  Co.,  where  it  is  still  ])ublisjied  ])y  jMcCully  and  Mva):s, 
]\[cCully  remaining  at  Pelia  to  attend  to  the  interests  of  ti-.e 
llrni  iu  this  County. 

'.During  its  imblication  in  i^dla  it  and  the  JJl'ide  waged  a  vi- 
olent personal  warlare,  in  which  tlie  moral  chara.cter  of  th.e 
eombattants  v/as  subjected  to  a  rigid  scrutiny.  AVhcn  tlie 
Coj)/)crIic({'.l  took  its  depa.rture  for  Ottunnva.  tiie  llJioJc  came 
out  with  a  rouglily  executed  Init  amusing  cai-icature  of  tlie 
event,  representing  a  liugc  serpent  borne  partly  on  a.  hearse 
and  partly  on  iuenks  shoulders,  foUov.'ed  by  several  mourners. 

In  the  Sjnuj^g  of  ISTo  th.e  7)roprietors  ot  the  JihiOe^  JJano- 
crat  ami    ]\>f>'r  entei-ed  info  a.  written  agreement  pledging 
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tliiunsclvcs  to  llic  :i("I\  :iii(.;c  ]):iyin('iiL  syslcui  on  siibsci-i|jtl(.ii,  to 
bc\c>'iii  on  tlic!  flrsl,  ol'Jmic.  At  first  lliis  \v;js  tlioui^ht  to  L(;  a 
ratluM-  lin/iirdous  ])olicy  wIktc  tlic  cri dlt  system  liad  so  loiii.-; 
liccii  j)rn('li('('.  Hut  the  new  i-iiU*,  t]iuU!j,li  riL-^ldly  ud hci-i'cl 
to,  li.'is  i>i"0\'etl  (|ulte  ;is  sue,('(\ss.'"u1  as  tiie  publ i sliers  (tmiM  li.'ive 
(lesii-ed. 


loA\'A  CicNTJiAL  Uxi Yi:i;!?TT V. — ?<rAiiiox  CorXTY  Ar;i;T,  TI.TrJ? M 
Soriv/rv. — Coi  ntv  Poor  ITousi:. 

Anionf^  tlic  pu])lic  institutions  tliat  linve  been  estalj] Islied  in 
]\rarion  (^onnly  -witliin  tlic  past  few  years,  as  eviclenee  of  lier 
])rosperity  and  enterDi'Ise,  tlie  tliree  important  ones  mentioned 
above  may  be  deepied  wortliy  of  special  notice.  And  v/o  re- 
gret our  in.abillty,  owing  to  the  lack  of  suflieient  informal  ion, 
to  o•i^'o  a  luoi'C  detailed  history  of  them. 

T]i  tlio  sprin<j!;  or  summer  of  n  society  was  oi'ganized  by 
the  naptist  Cluirch,  at  Pclla,  looking  to  tlie  estaolishment 
and  endowment  of  a  school  there,  to  be  called  the  Towa  Cen- 
ti"al  TT^niversity.    Tlie  following  are  the  naii^.es  of  the  ofiicers: 

.I'licurii/. 

Ivov.  Efjnr  Gr^'x,  Ivcv.  E.  II.  Scajji'j^,  Prof  A.  X.  r(  i;nri:n, 
i\[iss  S.  J.  Stoddaiu),  ]Mrss  ^tfAiisE. 

.Directors. 

Prf^iJ^'nf.  E.  Grxx;  Vicc-I'rc.^tdcnt,  E.  ^F.  Scaiivv; 

7rc((si(ycr,  ITi:xj;y  ]\  Sciioltj:. 

i'esides  these  there  v.'ere  about  thirty  trustees  chosen. 
I'^rom  their  addi-ess,  delivered  at  the  fcnirth  annual  meeting, 
we  (piote  the  iH^asnns  set  forth  for  the  location  nf  this  institu- 
tion at  Pell  a  : 

"  The  denomination,  wlierever  its  will  has  been  expressed 
upon  the  subject,  lias  ahvays  demanded  a  central  location. 
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Auotl)C)*  locution,  ])ro\-isionally  hkuIo,  v/ns  almosl  unlvorsnlly 
rojoctoil  in  tlio  Stalo  Coiivciilioii,  n^id  jnaiiily  on  the  (;-i-oiiin1 
tliat  it  was  s(.'clion;il  in  its  looatioji.  .\n<l  A\'itli  the  Ijcst  rea- 
son. When  aljuost  all  tlie  otho-  dcjioiiiiniil ioii:il  s'f;]iool.s  were 
located  on  or  near  the  ii)ie  ol'  tlu^  .MIssis.<i[)i  ]-iv(;r,  Avhy  sliuuld 
wc  not  take  i)Osse,s.sion  of  th(^  ]iiaL';niticfnt  i'lchl  Irft  .ojx.mi  to  u>: 
in  the  central  part  ol  the  State? 

Pclla  is  situated  Avitliin  thirty  miles  of  tlie  p:eoc;-ra]>hieal 
centre  of  the  Stat-e,  in  the  innuediate  vicinity  of  the  l)es 
AFoines  river— tlic  g-reat  elianiud  or"  inland  connnnnieatic)]),  and 
the  centre  of  the  connnei'ce  and  ]n anufactnres  of  the  State  for 
all  time;  near,  alf^o,  to  the  ])oint  wliei-e  several  of  the  great 
railroad  lines  whicli  inter.sect  tlie  State  aiT  to  converge,  and 
in  the  very  lieart  of  the  great  coal  field  of  tlie  State,  the  rich- 
est, perhaps,  in  the  vrorld,  njid  in  one  ol"  tlie  most  henntiihl 
and  licalthy  ];ortions  of  this  or  any  other  countr}". 

'  Comhining  all  these  advantages,  it  is  yet  iar  enough  re- 
moved from  any  great  ce]Ure  of  trade  and  commerce  to  have 
all  the  advantag(\'^  ofa((niet  country  locatio5i.  Of  the  ad- 
vantages of  a  conntry  over  a  city  location  for  a  college,  one  oC 
the  most  respected  of  the  living  Fathers  of  onr  denomination, 
and  one  of  tlie  most  experienced  in  such  mat!ei-s,  in  a  recent 
production  on  the  sn.hjeet,  wrote  as  follows: 

"  '  Instead  of  farmers  and  oilier  ])ersons  from  the  villages  or 
country  sending  their  sons  to  a  great  commercial  city,  into  the 
vortex  of  commei'cial  speculations,  political  excitement, 
fashion,  fi-ivolity  and  dissii)ation  in  every  lorm,  those  families 
who  desire  to  preserve  their  sons  from  tiie  contamination  of 
city  intercourse  v/ill  send  them  to  a  colle^re  situated  in  a  ru- 
ral village.' 

"  Sucji  :i  A'illaixe  is  l*ella;  ([uiet  and  retired,  it  is  yet  popu- 
lous enough  to  secure  all  the  advantages  of  good  society,  and 
near  enough  to  the  great  thoroughfares  of  travel  to  he  at  all 
times  easy  of  access.  It  is  also  noted  for  the  quiet  and  order- 
ly habits  of  its  peo])le,  as  avcU  as  for  their  moral  and  religious 
character.    To  such  a  place*  parents  cnn  send  their  children 
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J^argc  (nu"lo^^■llu•n( s  ^\■cro  secured;  .mikI,  in  l^.^w;,  a  l;c-aulil'iil 
and  coininodioiis  l)ilclv  1)1111(1  was  (M-cctcd  in  ll'.c  soulh-M-fst. 
])nrtoi'tlie  city,  oii  'j-itmukI  (1o]kiU;<1  i'o\-  iho  ])iii'])Ost' Ly  JI<".'. 
Ifenry  V.  Hc]\o]{r.  It  w;is,  ]io\\'('\  ('r,  iiol  conijik'ted  till  .M.nnc 
lime  in  ]857,  niul  was  first,  opciic.l  iVn-  tlic  i-cccjiljon  of  pupils 
on  the  1st  of  Sej)t.  oi' tliat  yea]-. 

The  Iniildiivj;  stainls  iii  the  cejili-e  oi"a  l)c:uitifiil  park.  The 
dimensions  are  50  Ly  Jeet,  three  stories  hiuh,  with  a  hase- 
moiit  besides;  contains  iourtec'n  ]-oonis,  in.clnding  :i  l;ir;.i;f 
eliajiel,  a  library  and  a  niusenni,  and  is  capable  of  comfort  ably 
acconimodadting  three  hundred  i>npi]s.  Its  eiitii'c  cost  v\'a^ 
between  >a5,o0(>  a] id  18,000. 

In  38.5V  the  report  of  tlic  trnstees  announced  the  reeei;tioii 
of  an  endowment  oi  (?50.000,  in  scholarships  of  ('^lOO  each,  and 
tlie  pros])ect  of  another  large  endowment  soon  to  Ibllow.  The 
school  has  been  A\'ell  ])atro]nzcd  ^\  itli  attendance  and  dona- 
tions, and  is  now  in  a  llonrlshing  comlition. 

In  185G  the  agricultural  iriterests  of  tlie  County  seemed  to 
demand  an  organized  pbm  for  its  enconragcment,  ami  to  facil- 
itate the  dissemination  of  such  intelligence  asmightber.se- 
ful  in  the  various  departments  of  tlie  business.  The  only  one 
calculated  to  efi'ect  the  end  desired,  vras  to  organize  a  society, 
appoint  a  tii\ie  and  ]dace  for  a  [general  meeting  of  the  f;irmers, 
and  award  ipremimns  f<.n-  tiie  best  sanndes  of  live  stock,  grain, 
fruits,  il  c. 

So  the  .Marion  C/Ounty  i\gricultiiral  Society  vras  organized 
during  the  year  a.bove  mentioned,  and  the  tlrst  fair  vras  licld 
on  the  nul)lic  scaiare  in  Tviioxville,  in  October.  Only  a  lew 
animals  were  CAliibited,  and,  conse(iuently,  but  1e\v  premiums 
wci'c  aM'arded.  ]''or  tlu.^  wa>nt  of  any  otlier  room  for  the  pur- 
pose, the  old  court  I'oriii  ^\-as  used  as  ii  florad  hall. 

The  next  exhil/ition,  in  Sept.  ot  th<>  year  toUowir.g,  v\'as  held 
on  tlic  common  a  little  west  of  to^vn,  vrhero  tabbjs  were  set  In 
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tlui  air  lor  the  (llsj)lay  of  vc^^^rl aljlcs,  small  mechanical 

and  artistic  products. 

These  means  ot  exiiiljiiiu]i  1>eiii^.;-  totally  inaile(jnate  to  the 
iiuTcasing  v/ants  oi'  lh(>  sociel}',  .'i  _joint  stock  company  v/as 
ibrmed  in  1M'>S,  wlio  })urch:;sed  a  i)cautiful  [)lat  of  ground  one 
mile  norlli  (d'lov/n,  and  put  it  in  suliicicnt  )-c]»aii*  lor  the  use 
ot'tlie  society  that  autumn. 

J^'i_L''ht  aci'cs  of  the  ^'rouiul  heion;j:cd  to  ])rury  OvcJ'ton,  a):d 
t'A'o  to  'J'liumas  (dai'k,  and  ^vere  d^'scribed,  as  the  ]i r.rlli-ea t 
<{narter  oi  tlie  nortii-east  vyaai'tei"  oCtlu;  north-east  ("piai-tcr  (d 
section  (I)  one,  to^\'n  {l-"))  se\'enty-ii\(^,  ran:i;-e  (_'))  tvroity. 

The  grouml  is  a  heautiful  ar^d  L;c'n(lc  iiudinc  s(.u diward,  in 
11  natural  grove  well  siinded,  ciu'losed  hy  a  high  l)oavvl  fence, 
provided  A\  it]i  a  commodicns  liall,  pens  ;ind  stalls  for  the  nse 
orstocl:,  and  a  good  well  Oi'v.'.atcr. 

The  lir.st  fair  was  held  in  it  in  IS-jS.'  In  dune,  1^70,  it  was 
deeded  to  the  Society.  The  fair  in  Se])l.  of  tlus  year  was  v,-cll 
attendod,  ;ind  the  finance  of  the  Society  i-cportcd  to  be  in  a 
good  condition. 

])nring  tlie  last  few  years,  pre\  ious  to  tlie  robbery,  the 
...treasnry  vras  con.staiitly  subjected  to  hea.A'y  drafts  npon  the 
poor  fund.  From  some  c;inse  or  otlier  the  number  of  pau^'crs 
seemed  to  have  increased,  and  the  expenses  of  their  su})port 
began  to  be  looked  upon  as  burdensoniely  dieavy,  particularlv 
in  the  case  of  those  who  ^^'ere  ijivalids  nndcr  the  care  of  ]diy- 
sicians.  Some  .  retrenclinicnt  in  this  dcDartPiient  ^vas  deemed 
advisable,  even  ;it  a  consider;djle  cost  to  start  with. 

Though  it  was  known  that  many  of  those  an  ho  ',\'ere  cared 
for  at  public  e\j)ense,  ^vcrL•  wortliy  sui)jecls  thereof,  it  was  yet 
supposed  that  not  :i  fe^\'  would  prefer  to  make  some  etlbrt  to 
(.■;irn  their  <,\vn  su.poort  than  subnnit  to  tlie  hnmiiiating  condi- 
tion ot  becou'.in--  lnmat(^-<  ui  a  })Oor  liouse. 

So,  iii  ]^:c.>,  a  moveino'.!'!  v,-;is  made  by  tiie  jJoard  ol'Supcr- 
vi  ors,  looiung  toA\-ar(i  i  i;e  j  urcliase  oi  a  farm  and  the  erection 
of  Ti  house  to  I'Cc.jme  the  j<OHH'  oi' such  lieinless  persons  in  thi' 
ci.'uniy  as  ^ver;'  (jthci"»vise  iivinu'less  and  t'rioml less.    .V  com- 
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iiiiUco  -w  as  :i])|)oinl('(l  (o  select  a.  local'Kjii  :ui(l  coiiti'acl  lor  its 
jmrcliasc,  and  in  due  time  rcportc*!  ]n  1'avor  of  tlic  west  liall' 
ol  tlic  ]iorlli--\\-ost,  (piartcr,  and  the  north-east  <juarter  of  tlic 
noi-tli-west  (jiiarter  of  section  11;  nnd  the  west  lialfofthe 
soiitli-wost  quarter  of  (lie  norlli-west  (juarter  of  section  10, 
[•JO  acres,  all  in  towji  75,  range  l'o,  belon^in;;-  to  Mlisha  Klliot, 
and  situated  :ihout  Iv/o  ami  a  lialf  miles  south.-v,-e.4  of  the  <-ii.y 
of  .K'no.\\  ille.    Cost    I  ,•_'()(). 

TIk.'  jvareliase  of  this  land  w  as  made  on  tiie  l-"'th  ol'  Dee., 
!<'Si;.")  ;  and,  in  tlie  sj)irnL;'  :ind  siunmer  folluwini;',  tlie  ^^■i^oie  o! 
it  was  fencei]  :iml  (V)r(y  acres  hri)):e,  |):irt  of  it  i)laniod  in  coiMi 
and  wlieat,,  ;>il  at  ;i  cost  of  :il)0ul 

The  contrrict  k<v  buildini;;  tlie  house  was  let  tu  the  lowest 
bi(!der,  and  v.'as  awartled  to  Jacob  Ueiehard,  in  -v.ily,  JSOGj  at 
-.^1,*150.  It  is  .'ilnrL-e  tlir^e  story  frame  ijuildini.^,  tlie  basement 
story  beini;' fitted  i'ov  :\  Icitclicn.  'J'he  second  and  tliird  ;ire  eacdi 
traversed  by  a  hall  luHw  een  \\\  ^)  rows  of  rooms.  Stables  and 
oilier  out  l)uildini;s  were  add.ed  to  the  j)lace  some  time  aftcj*. 

Th.e  contract  lor  oA'crsecr  .and  ]>hysician  were  a^viu•ded  to 
John  liohinson  and  Dr.  Yfctiierell,  under  whose  caro  the 
Coujity  poor  ^vere  comfortably  provided  for  in  their  new  home. 

The  experiment  proved  quite  n  success.  The  iiumljcr  oi 
paupers  was  greatly  reduced,  and  tlic  support  of  the  remainder 
80  systematized  as  to  make  it  ]nuch  less  expensive. 

FJXTS. 


"Tl-lt  BiG  bottom;    OR   'NORTH  BEND"  OF  THE  iOWA  RIVER. 


in'  V.  y.KLiA'Ai,  ]m:xx  'j'ovvxsiiir,  .louxsox  <'oL'X'iV. 


John  Gnyb)r  and  Aloiizo  C.  ])euison  were  the  hst  men  v.dio 
m;:de  claims  Aviih  the  intention  of  settli":-  Avlmt  is  ]iow 
known  as  Denn  and  31;idison  Townsiiij^s,  Jolmson  County. 
I'Oth  vrere  from  b;urc:in  County,  Ills.    Caylor  arri^•ed  late  in 
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tlic  suinnior  of  IS.'iS,  willi  liIs  i'jiiully,  nud  ii,:ulo  liis  claim 
wliei'C  llio  lai-iii  of  Johi!  AVilsctii  wow  is,  ^\  ]io  Ijouglil  (layltji's 
chiim  ;iii(l  cuLered  tlie  firsl  land  iii  tlio  SL'Ulcmeiit. 

Aloiizo  C.  Dcjiisoii  ill  ;i  K-v*'  ^vcclvs  followed  Gaylor,  und 
made  lii.s  claim  ucnr  by  juid  I'dunicd  to  lliinois,  and  the  fol- 
lowing spring  rctunicd  wilii  his  family  and  ])r(;i]ici-s,  .Fosc])]; 
and  George  Dcnison,'  w'iio  all  made  tliolr  chilni.s  on  the  edge 
of  the  ])rairie  and  timLcr.  CJaylor  erecU'd  :l  cahii'i  about 
twelve  feel  square  in  tlic  timber  to  v.  intc!'  in  t;ie  ilrst  winter, 
where  A\'a.s  born  tlic  first  vriritc^  clnl;]  in  the  seLllement,  no 
^v]litc  settlo]-s  being  nearer  l;;an  ju^va  C'ity,  tei^  rniles  distant. 
Medical  assistance  was  had  iroiii  the  iieighl;oring  s^iiav/s. 
Gordon  A.  Dcnison,  then  about  three  months  old.  wa.s  tiicili-:it 
white  child  brought  to  tliC  settlement.  Tiiis  wns  in  the 
spring  of  1830.  Gaylor  was  an  atlilctic  man,  al^out  si::  feet 
two  inches  in  height,  hind  and  anoctioiiate,  but  able  and  Vvdll- 
ing  to  defend  himself  in  any  oracrgency,  and  is  supposed  to 
be  still  living  in  lliinois. 

Tlie  three  Benisons  are  still  resideiUs  of  the  countyj  and 
two  ol"  them  have  seen  their  second  generation.  Josepli  still 
resides  on  the  claim  he  first  made,  luid  is  now  the  oldest 

settler"  in  the  vicinity.  Tjiese  vreic  soon  followed  by  oth- 
"erSj  and  in  June,  1810,  the  foilovring  additional  })ersons  -were 
residents  by  claim  law,  as  tlie  lami  had  not  been  surveyed,  viz. : 
David  Wray,  Carson  B.  ^Vray,  Geo.  Tv^ein,  John  AV.  Alt, 
Jacob  II.  Alt,  Joseph  A.  ^Vlt,  .Vd;rm  /ilt,  Jackson  I^urdoo,  Irn 
Purdoo,  Evan  Dojla]-hide,  llev.  Isre;il  (.dark,  Tuartin  llarless, 
Robert  Waterson,  John  Asian,  Ifr.gli  Xanicr,  David  Crozicr, 
Gilbert  and  Frank  Ilcrington,  and  Jain^s  Cliaiuberlin.  About 
this  ti]ne  emigration  comnicnced  again  to  travel  tov/ard  the 
setting  sun. 

^Yilliam  Dupont  was  the  ;ii;>t  wiiitc  man  v>'iio  mo^•ed 
through  the  settlemcnl,  wcsiv/ard  Iroun;!.*'  Tiiese  plon.ecr 
families  were  ail  'Mnetlle  of  l;ic  true  ring,'*  a.nd  began  to 
think  about  founding  a  seh(.)ol;  and  in  lo  'i  ]:enjamin  Iforjic!- 
taught  the  first  school  \n  a  cabin  erected  l^y  David  Cro/.iei-, 
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aiul  vjicalcd  ))y  ]iin).  It  took  fii'c  rnul  Ijnnu-'l  doM'n  duriii:^ 
fichool  tinir,  l)ut  not  discournr^c*!,  ii\  184n  a  [)r(;tly  l^oo«1  and 
vospecta])lc  licwcd  lo^^  house  was  built,  wlicro  ]-><ort]i  Liberty 
is  iiov/  located.  Ill  ]840  tlie  liousc  was  ronodeled  and  ini- 
provod;  in  ISGO  a  now  fi-ame  liouse  -war-^  orocled,  unn  in  18C5  a 
two  story  good  frame  lionise  vrns  erected,  and  tlio  sc]iool  gra- 
•  dcd.  Tlie  first  graded  school  v/as  tair^ht  by  I\liss  Martiia  J. 
]3owni:ri:i.  j'lic  Jionso  built  in  18i0  answered  for  scliool  and 
all  public  business,  ai.d  ]-e1igious  ^■'orship. 

Elder  Lineback  pi-eaclicd  the  first  sernion  in  tlu)  settlement 
in  the  shade  of  tiie  grove  where  the  first  claim  Avas  made  by 
Gaylor,  John  liornor  and  Jsreal  Clark.  The  next,  A.  C.  Den- 
ison,  Avas  the  fir.  t  man  to  ei'cct  tlie  iaraily  altar  in  the  set- 
tlement; novr  those  families  number  several  scores'. 

The  settlement  increased  rapidly,  and  Avhen  the  townsh.ip 
was  organizes,  on  motion  of  Francis  Bowman,  it  was  named 
JPc7i7i  Toic?ishqh  ill  honor  of  the  renowned  "William  Penn, 
which  was  since  under  the  county  judgeship  of  Hon.  Geo.  AY. 
McCleary  divided  into  Penn  and  Madison  Townships. 

na:\ies  or  sTiiEA:>rs. 

There  are  four  small  streams  entirely  within  the  "  Big  Bot- 
tom," as  it  vras  originally  called,  now  known  as  Korth  Bend, 
1st,  Purduo  Creek,  Jackson  and  Ira  Purdoo  settling  near  the 
moui-h  of  said  creek.  One  of  the  Purdoos  exploring  the  creek 
to  its  head  saw  a  cabin  near  the  source,  to  whicii  lie  Avent, 
and  as  he  was  a  stranger  and  somewhat  jocuhir,  enquired  of 
the  lady  of  the  cal>in  Avhere  Purdoo  Piver  vras.  The  lady 
could  think  of  no  such  river,  and  the  stranger  (Purdoo)  got 
no  luirrmi'.tion  of  Purdoo  Piver.  Afterward  the  joke  was  dis- 
{juvere'l,  I'.nd  tlie  o-eek  was  called  Purdoo  Creek.  This  vras 
the  <.»rjgin;il  n;L!ne,  ami  sh.:>uld  novv'  eharaetodze  the  little 
jUreau.i.  Allerwards  it  bore  sever;il  names,  vi;:.:  Buffalo, 
T)i)li;i.;  !i!de,  and  Diriy  I-ki-u  CrCek; — the  name  Dirty  Face 
.';-i;;ii:alv  u  ihu^:  lu  ilio:-e  cai'ly  days  citizens  did  not  always 
settle  I'iispiile^  1;)'  li'viiig  br.vyerSj  and  passiiig  through  the 
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routine  of  laAV,  Liit  soinclluu'S  .settled  tlieiu  %vltli  llie  .stout  arm 
of  tlicii-  o^\'Jl  ];i\Y,  witiiout  hiwyers  or  Ju^'tice's  Coui-t.  A  sct- 
tlei»i(!iit  01'  fuilt  of  tliis  kind  ciujk!  olV  in  Iov/h  City,  tlK-u  :i 
kiumI]  village,  between  the  "before  named  Ilarless  and  one  Ah- 
lin.  Both  ]3arties  bein^^  iJi  tov.'n,  and  it  being  ii  very  dry  time, 
the  streets  "were  several  inclies  deep  vrith  dust  (street  Fjn-iidc- 
ling  b(!ing  then  nnkno^vn  in  Iowa).  The  trial  tool:  place  in 
tlie  street  without  Lawyers  or  juetice,  and  vrhocver  v/as  "will- 
ing pitched  in,  aiid  before  it  was  over  some  Jialf  dozen  v\"ere  at 
it.  Both  parties  claimed  the  victory,  and  it  was  unsettled, 
both  parties  coming  out  of  tlic  battle  with  ihcir  faces  covered 
with  dust  (and  of  course  no  credit)  so  as  to  be  hai-dly  recog- 
nizable. Ilarless,  to  give  vent  to  his  feelings  .md  outflank 
Aslin,  called  the  creek  "  dirty  face,"  as  it  Avas  then  call- 
ed Dollarhide  Creek. 

Spring  Kun  was  so  named  twenty  years  ago  by  the  writer, 
from  its  being  less  liable  to  freeze  thaii  ordinary  streams  emp- 
tying into  Purdoo  creek. 

Spring  Creek  was  so  named  for  similar  reasons  as  Spring 
Run,  and  its  neighborhord  was  fn-st  settled  by  Adolph  Tlob- 
erts. 

Dry  Run,  so  named  from  its  liability  to  raise  very  high 
during  a  thaw  in  winter,  freeze  over,  and  the  water  leave  tlie 
ice  sometimes  ten  or  twelve  feet,  was  first  settled  npon  by  O. 
G.  Babcock  and  Henry  S.  Gould. 

NAME   OP  SETTLE aIj::\T. 

Big  Bottom  vras  the  name  known  to  frontier  men  before  set- 
tlement; after  settlement  it  named  itself,  the  JJcnd  or  jS^ortli 
Jjcndj  the  Iowa  River  bearing  nearly  due  nortli  and  then  near- 
ly due  west,  making  the  name — North  Bend  of  the  Iowa 
River. 

A  scarcity  of  mills  for  grinding  vras  among  the  privations  to 
endure  by  those  pioneer  families.  Before  any  mills  v»'ere  in 
the  county  not  an  unusual  mode  of  grinding  corn  was  by  a 
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grnto  )ii!i(lo  of  ri  ^)'0.('C^  rf  t'  i  '.'if"')'  t^in  cr  tw  .'l^'o.  iiiclios, 
piinclicd  i'lill  o'  ii  •!(  ').  .!  ii  .iL  vl,  wit.n  '.l.j  ro^*:;-'  s-.cTj  um,  on 
apieco  of  liov.'cJ  \;o'.>("',  n  iar:ii>"'(I  ''i  iac  iv.V  ih  ■);/  -Ii'mm^  a 
cob  nDcIcr  it.  Th(.)  com  ^v:\  ',  l)f/i]  d,  t)ic  i  'kiIT  <lric'>J,  n It 
■svoiikl  grnto  fa;-;ily.  One  of  (hose  priiniLiv(!  c^rntos  or  mills  is 
still  in  cxistencOj  find  ought  to  bo  preserved.  Tlic  Switzcr 
Mills,  near  lov/a  City,  the  first  in  the  County,  afforded  some 
relief,  Xext  Mr.  Chjiiiey  commenced  building  a  mill  jiear  the 
mouth  of  Pn^'doo  (-reck,  tlio  burrs  of  ^vhicji  he  m:muf;i.ctured 
out  of  our  prairie  boulders.  This  was  some  lielj),  but  in  low 
water  Mr.  Clianey  had  to  sometimes  help  tlie  water-vrliecl  to 
start,  and  if  it  ceased  to  inove  help  was  applied,  and  it  vvould 
grind  and  bolt  some.  At  present  the  nearest  mill  on  the 
Iowa  River  claims  over  two  hundred  horse-power,  and  there 
is  another  of  considerable  capacity,  and  a  nnmber  of  steam 
flouriug  mills,  and  the  Iowa  Erivcr  water-power  is  still  not 
yet  half  improved.  Imas;ination  may  well  be  stretched  to 
nieasnre  the  next  thirty  years  by  the  past  thirty,  or  by  looking 
at  the  little  corn  grate  and  theii  at  our  ]3rescnt  merchant  mills. 
It  would  bo  worth  a  little  boat  ride  on  the  Iowa  River  to  the 
millers  of  the  present  day,  to  see  the  liUlc  corn  grate  of  1S39 
and  1840. 

anecdotes. 

In  those  early  days  Mr.  Geo.  Wein  procured  a  Durham  bull 
calf  from  Ohio,  v/hich  grew  to  be  a  gigantic  animal,  and  was 
known  by  the  name  Santa  Anna,  not  being  handled  much, 
and  wild.  Isreal  Clr.rk  became  the  ov/ner  of  him,  and  his  son, 
Daniel,  a  young  man  in  the  prime  of  life,  undertook  to  bring 
him  home  from  the  prairies,  he  being  on  loot,  with  a  bridle 
in  his  hand.  Tlie  bull  refiis'od  to  be  driven,  and  he  could  not 
drive  him,  so  he  concluded  to  mount  him  and  drive  him  vrith 
the  bridle,  lie  succeeded  in  mounting  him;  the  bull  l)ellow- 
ing  and  making  all  manner  of  lunges,  finally  tlirew  him,  the 
bull  being  the  v/orst  wori-lod;  and  Chii'k,  an  exceedingly  act- 
ive and  light  man,  sprang  upon  his  back  again,  bridle  in  hand. 
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niid  lliiH  liiuc  .snccccdcd  in  coiiqiierl.no;  Iiini,  :ind  rode  liiju 
lionic.  AfLcrwavd  it  ^v•.lH  said  ]jo  could  ride  a  Lulialo  lioiuc  M 
]ic  desired,  but  I  lliink  lie  never  succeeded. 

WJiilc  o]ic  oT  lliosc  ])io]]ecr  men  wns  Luildlng  liis  ca])!)!,  a 
number  of  Indians  Averc  encam])ed  on  llie  river.  A  lienrty 
young  Indian  came  up  and  addressed  liiinseU  as  ])olitely  as  Ijc 
knew  lioWj  and  desired  to  sv:a])  srjicaios.  T]ie  man,  sojnewliat 
amused,  enquired  of  him  wlicre  liis  f;quaw  was.  lie  said  she 
had  gone  up  the  river,    ifc  vras  tlien  told  no  sivaj). 

TKAITS    OF  CIIAEvVCTEK. 

ISTotwithstanding  the  errors  which  have  characterized  some 
of  the  settlers,  as  is  common  since  the  days  of  Adam  and 
Eve,  three  things  have  been  foremost  among  the  virtues  of  the 
people  of  this  section,  viz. :  1st,  The  lear  of  God.  2d,  In- 
dustry. 3d,  Education.  These  three  are  common  to  the 
State.  This  **]3ig  Bottom"  now  contains  about  a  dozen 
school  houses,  and  four  meeting  houses  or  churches. 


COL.  JOHN  A.  GARRETT. 


(See  portrait  at  tbe  beginning  of  tbi3  number.) 


BY  A.  Ke  CAMPBELL. 


One  of  the  great  results  of  our  late  civil  v\'ar  v>'as  the  devel- 
opment of  so  much  that  was  worthy  and  lieroic  in  the  Ameri- 
can people  which  times  of  Peace  never  could  have  made 
manifiest,  No  country  ever  had  braver,  truer,  more  self-sac- 
rificing defenders.  Let  no  pains  be  spared  to  perpetuate 
their  memory. 

JoHx  Alexaxdf.k  Gaerett,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  has 
answered  every  call  of  his  country  eince  the  days  of  his  ma- 
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jorily — Y/:is  i)rcs(Mil.  in  tlic  last  (lesporiito  strugi/lo  Avilli  Saiiln 
AiiHix,  III  Mexico,  v/as  clicercd  willi  liic  sir^-iit  of  thu  American 
flag  floating  triiiin]>]iantly  over  tlio  land,  and  as  Ca])tain  and 
Coloncd  in  the  arjuics  of  tlio  West  in  tlic  Inst  great  cfort  to 
maintain  tlie  ^jnprejnitcy  of  tlio  old  ling  over  our  nol;le  doinain, 
Las  done  no  unimportant  j^ai-t  in  ouccting  tlip  grand  result  of 
our  nation  saved,  regenerated  and  raised  to  the  foremost  r:udc 
among  the  nations  of  the  world. 

lie  v/as  Lorn  jS'^ov.  15,  1824,  on  a  i'dvvn  adjoining  the  town  of 
Carlisle,  in  Sullivan  Co.,  Indiana.  lie  Avas  i\amed  for  his 
uncle,  John  Garrett,  and  the  ]iotcd  PresLytcrian  divine,  Ilev. 
ArcLiLald  Alexander,  D.  I).  His  father,  James  Garrett,  was 
born  in  an  early  day  of  Kentucky  Listory,  in  a  fort  near  Lou- 
isville. TLc  family  afterward  settled  in  "Woodford  County, 
Ky.,  near  Versailles,  in  one  of  the  finest  portions  of  the  famous 
Blue  Grass  region.  Here  James  Garrett  married  J\[iss  A}\na 
Johnston.  TLc  Garrett  family  v/crc  hearty  and  vigorous,  liv- 
ing to  good  old  age—the  mother  reaching  about  90  years. 
The  Johnstons  were  tall,  very  straight,  fair,  and  rather  deli- 
cate— some  of  them  were  reputed  quite  fine-looking.  Both 
families  are  believed  to  Lave  been  of  pure  Irish  descent, 
although  for  several  generatious  past  all  f:>reigu  characteris- 
tic's seem,  to  have  disappeared.  James  Garrett  held  the  rauk 
of  Captain  in  the  Indian  wars  of  Lis  day.  In  181G  he  emi- 
grated to  Sullivan  County,  Indiana,  and  with  that  sturdy,  de- 
termined energy  which  characterizes  the  American  Pioneer 
cleared  away  the  forests  and  made  iiim  a  home.  lie  vras  a 
plain  man,  neat  in  dress,  and  of  good  habits,  proverbially 
honest,  endowed  with  strong,  common  sense,  and  once  leaving 
decided  on  what  vras  his  duty,  lie  could  not  be  turned  oside. 
Col.  G's  mother  was  a  loving  and  devoted  v.-Ife,  a  kind  and 
regardful  mother;  in  ever}'  relation  sincere  and  true.  Both 
were  quiet  but  active  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
the  father  being  aii  elder  for  years  before  his  death.  They 
gave  their  son  all  the  advautpges  of  an,  early  education  that 
tho  couutry  would  altbrd,  sending  hiui  to  the  best  scLools  of 
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the  Kcotloii.  111.  Novciiil)cr,  l.R  l  l ,  Iio  Rcnt  Ly  lils  fnllici-  to 
U'anovoi-  C^oUcgt.'.  ircro  lie  li.id  for  :i  rJa:;s-iii:ite  ]*rof.  AVil- 
liaiii  liii'Jer,  who  afterwurds  w.'is  killed  by  'MM  Ward,  iiiLoii- 
isvillc,  ivy.  T^utlcr,  ;is  Su])l.  of  I*iiLlio  Schools,  liavj'n^  pun- 
isliod  a  ])rotIu'r  of  A7ard,  In  JS-'i]  lie  Avont  lo  'J>looniington 
to  Tjidiaiia  liiiivcrr-iii}^  IUtc  amoir;-  his  teachers  was  l^voi. 
Jacob  Aiiiiacn,  a  "West  Point-cr,  a  noted  malheinatician,  and 
an  accoiiiplishod  drill  master,  a  General  in  tiie  late  v/ar,  and 
tlic  man  v/lio,  ] eroding  the  advance  of  rJuell's  army,  a.t  the  cri- 
sis of  affairs  reinforced  Grant  :it  Pittsburg  Landing  and  M'rest- 
cd  from  the  rebels  aficr  desperate  nghiing  all  the  advantages 
they  had  gained  in  t;ie  previous  fighting.  Here  under  Gen. 
Arinncn  Col.  Garrett,  as  a  yoimg  college  student,  ]"eceived 
that  severe  military  training  h\  a  College  Company,  vrhich 
laid  the  foundation,  for  Ills  future  reputation  as  Company  and 
Kcglmental  Commander  in  tlie  Arar  for  tlie  sn]')j)resyion  of  the 
Rebellion.  Isot  being  able  to  endure  the  close  conrincment 
incidental  to  student  life,  lie  TnMS  obliged  to  leave  the  Uni- 
versity, and  ]'eturned  to  tiie  home  farm  for  v/hich  lie  had  a 
strong  attachment,  a.nd  witli  rear:on,  for  it  vras  a  farm  noted 
through  the  county  for  its  beauty.    Diiring  a  ^vinter  or  two 

follov/ing  he  taught  district  school  witli  success. 

In  1847,  having  recruited  in  health,  lie  returned  to  the  Uni- 
versity, and  Avas  energetically  pursuing  his  studies  when  the 
sound  of  the  recruiting  drum  rolled  over  the  land,  and  in 
June,  IS'tV,  leaving,  as  is  told  of  him,  a  volume  of  Prescott's 
.Conquest  open  oji  h.is  table,  lie  enlisted  "  for  the  Avar 
against  Mexico — th.c  only  student  enlisting — in  Co.  G.,  4th 
Ind.  Volunteers.  In  a  fcAV  days  the  regiment  Avas  on  for  the 
Av.'ir,  arriving  at  iNcav  Orleans  o]i  the  4th  of  July,  and  there 
taking  a  sailin.g  A  essel  for  tiie  mouth  of  the  Pio  Grande, 
Aviiich  they  readied  afu  r  a  Areary  voyage.  Thence  they  took 
a  steamer  u})  the  river  to  ?^[ier,  and  from  that  point  they 
nnarched  by  land  bnek  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  via  Camargo, 
a.  tov.ni  famous  as  b^eing  tlic  '>iaee  Avhere  Geji.  IMllow  immor- 
tall/ed  liis  name  l>y  diggip.g  a  ditch  oji  the  Avrong  side  of  h'lf^ 


432 


ANNALS    OF  IOWA. 


fortification.s.  llorc  our  youii;^^  soulici-  got  very  uiifHvoiTiblc: 
iinprcssions  of  tliu  IiukI  of  wliicli  lie;  lirul  rend  sucli  roiiiaiitic 
description  :iiuT  liistory — u  miserable,  degraded  i)eoplej  a  poor 
country — poor  dilapidated  to^vns — notliing  invitinc^  or  redeem- 
ing. After  a  sliort  voyage  tliey  reached  Vera  Ci'iiz,  en  route 
for  the  center  of  ^lexico. 

Rcnrijiining  but  a  fev\'  days  at  Vera  Cruz,  thc^/  took  u|r  tlicir 
marcli  over  the  grand  N'ational  Road — on  a  forced  marcli  to 
relieve  Col.  Childs,  then  besieged  at  Puebla.  The  marcli 
through  the  lov/l;inds  v/as  terribly  exhausting,  but  was  endur- 
ed with  fortitude,  and  nftcr  cnduriiig  great  sulVcrijjg  hov.x  the 
intense  heat,  severe  march  and  debilitating  euects  of  the  cli- 
mate of  that  peculiar  tropical  region,  the  army  began  tlic  as- 
cent to  the  table  laridy,  and  alter  a  fcv/  days  vrerc  refreshed 
with  the  mountain  air  and  mountain  scenery.  Here  they 
passed  the  picturesque  town  of  Jalapa — a  deliglitful  spot  of 
earth  which  its  people  call  the  2:)aradisc  of  the  world,  and 
with  much  reason.  It  is  a  place  l:nov»'n  far  and  wide  for  its 
pretty  women;  its  delightful  climate,  its  delicious  fruits;  its 
gorgeous  flowering  shrubs  and  vines, — even  the  common  flow- 
erless  plants  of  the  Xortli  here  llowering  with  rich  and  almost 
perpetual  bloom,  and  the  fruits  of  temperate  and  tropical  cli- 
mates combine  to  enhance  the  glory  of  .Jalapa; — hero  is  per- 
petual spring,  summer  and  autumn, — fruits  and  flowers  bud 
and  come  to  perfection  'amidst  a  i>rofusion  of  fruit  and  bloom 
on  every  side. 

Reluctantly  leaving  .Jalapa  our  army  marched  on  for  Pueb- 
la. The  night  following  the  army  was  drenched  with  floods 
of  rain,  and  the  cold  winds  coming  down  from  tlic  mountains 
made  the  sufferings  of  tlie  army  terrible,  poorly  equipped  as 
they  were, — without  blankets  or  over-coats  for  the  most  part. 
The  Colonel  snys  he  has  p.-iNscd  no  otr.cr  night  in  his  experience 
entitled  to  comiiare  with  it.  In  one  instance  a  Soulier  ofrercd 
a  gold  eagle  fur  tlie  i»rlvijego  of  sleeping  in  a  government 
wagon.    In  those  days  Uncle  Sam's  boys  were  jioorly  cnred 
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for, — rations  wovo  po<ji',  mid  seven  dolhirs  ii  niontli  llio 
nieagro  ])ay — and  in  all  respcMjlM  sinoc  then  vast  improve- 
ment lias  been  made  in  tin;  eare  of  our  soldiers. 

They  j)assed  throu^jh  the. old  lown  of  Perofc  Near  thhs 
town  on  the  0th  of  October,  J817,  oui-  army  fi:)n;j;ht  the  biittle 
of  3  luamautta.  ^Vh(^n  live  miles  oil*  tlu;  inf.-iiid-y  heai-d  tlic 
guns — the  cavalry,  under  Capt.  AValker,  a  Texan,  Iiaying  en- 
gaged the  enemy.  A  wonderful  raee  to  get  into  the  batilc 
lollov/ed,  and  the  infantry  arrived  in  lime  to  participat(i  in 
the  fight,  and  liave  a  share  in  the  glory  of  defeating  Santa 
Anna  in  his  last  battle  of  the  war.  Santa  Anna  v/as  in  a 
church  steeple  near  by  viewing  the  battle,  and  seeing  the  rout 
of  Ills  army  made  his  escape.  Capt.  AValker  had  been  a  pris- 
onc]-  in  the  liands  of  the  Mexicans,  and  toolc  this  opportunity 
to  avongo  liis  wrongs.  lie  covered  the  })ublic  square  v/itli  tlie 
killed  of  the  enemy,  but  was  liimsclf  killed  at  the  close  of  the 
engagement.  Thence  our  army  marched  into  Pucbla,  dri^'ing 
out  the  Mexican  army,  which  liad  so  closely  besieged  Col. 
Cliilds.  Tlie  army  remained  all  Avintcr  at  Puebla,  and  during 
the  winter  had  two  running  figiits  with  the  JMexican  army — 
at  Atlixco  and  ITascala. 

The.  grand  scenery  about  Puebla,  its  "  alamedas,"— :^plen- 
did  public  gardens,  Ijlooming  with  a  pi-ofusion  of  the  finest 
flowers,  trees  of  magnificent  foliage,  fountains;  richly  dressed, 
beautiful  women,  a  people  given  over  to  love  of  pleasure — 
snov/-ca|>ped  Orizaba  on  tlie  J^Vist  :nul  Popocata2>etl  on  the 
West,  grand  m.ountains,  are  amung  the  vivid  rtieollections  tlie 
Col.  has  of  his  soldier  life  in  Puebla.  While  there  he,  with 
a  party  of  comrades  on  a  furlough  of  ten  day;;,  went  to  the  city 
of^Mexico  to  look  upon  the  Halls  of  the  Montezumas,"  and 
see  the  sights  and  wonders  oi  the  strange  old  eiiy  whieli  the 
exploits  of  Cortez  and  his  robber  band  liavc  made  famous  till 
the  end  of  time.  While  here  he  visited  the  famous  battle- 
fields about  the  city,  and  the  scenes  of  the  conllicts  betYrcon 
the  Aztecs  and  the  Spaniards  under  Cortez,  in  the  days  of 
early  tidYep.tnre  in  the  Xew  "W^orld. 
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In  July,  IGin,  ][('.  rt^Liii-iied  to  liis  luitive  lowji,  :iiifl  for  :i  tiiuf; 
acted  MS  cleric  in  ii  dry  goods  store.    About  thi.i  time  lie  trav- 
eled in  the  Green  river  country,  K}-.,  and  v/lillo  there  reeoived 
those  inipri\-;s!ons  oi' sliivery,  (!i:ivi!ii(  jic-i'sonal  kno\vle{l;j^(!  (>[ 
the  be.'iting  to  deiitli  of  ri  sliive  woman  in  the  lield  oy  lier 
iyrannieal  ]na^;ter)  ^vliich  ever  aJtor  made  him  the  steadfast 
enemy  of  that  institution,    '^i'lienee  until  1X.j2  lie  v/as  en^,^•l^:^ed 
in  husijiess  ^vith  IV'ter  ]].a\vk,  now  of  Xewl  on,  and  his  breath- 
er.   In  1852  tiie  (larrett  brothers,  v/ith  Orson  ^Villard,  shipj)ed 
cattle  throiiL^'h  to  Califori^ia,  Willard  and  family  and  James 
II.  Garr(;tt  going  tiirougli  v/ith  tlic  catLle.    AA'hiiO  iii  Caliibrnia 
James  IL  inarried  tlie  oldest  daughter  of  Orson  AVillard,  ;iiui 
on  the  rctui-n  of  tlio  parties,  on  Feb,  17,  1S57,  at  Tcrre 
Haute,  Ind.,  John  A.  (subject  of  our  sketcii)  and  ^JarLha  Isa- 
bella Willard,  yoiragest  daughter  of  Orson  Y>"iihird,  Avere 
married.    Tlie  Willard  laniily  were.  Irom  Xevr  York.    (  'ov. 
Willard,  of  Indiana,  was  one  of  tlie  family.  During  tiie  time  of 
stay  in  Carlisle,  previous  to  marriage,  tiic  Colonel  had  acted  as 
Presidcjit  of  the  Co.  Agricultural  Society,  and  Director  of  the 
Vinccnnes  and  Tcrre  Ilante  liaiiroad,  having  been  one  of  six- 
teen men  vdio  had  contributed  >ii40,000  to  secure  the  location 
of  ihe  road  throucrh  his  town  of  Carlisle.    The  dav  follo^\'inG: 
his  marriage,  carrying  with  him  the  regrets  of  the  people  of  his 
native  county,  he  started  for  Iowa.    April  IS,  1857,  he  landed 
at  Burlington.     Leaving  his  wife  at  Indianola  lie  tr^.vcled 
th.rougii  Missouri  and  Kansas  looking  up  a  home,  but  finding 
no  place  to  suit  him  so  well  as  Iowa,  ho  returned  and  settled 
first  at  Dos  Moines.    In  the  spring  following  he  ronaoved  to 
Leon,  and  sold  family  groceries.    In  February,  1S50,  lie  mov- 
ed to  Newton,  making  the  trip  with  Ids  wife  nnd  babe  in  an 
open  wagon.    Here  he  vrent  into  the  general  dry-goods  trade. 

In  ISGl  occurred  a  little  matter  vrhich  has  come  to  our 
knowledge,  '^vllich  sliows  the  cJiaracter  of  the  man  in  most 
comnicnd:ible  light.  Iicceiving  about  tliat  time  a  couNidera- 
blc  sum  of  money,  the  proceeds  of  tliC  sale  of  slaves  belonging 
to  the  estate  of  an  aunt  in  ]-rentueky — a  matter  whicli  was 
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(?iilii'cly  l)C'yoiul  ]iir>  coiitro],  jio  liinMMl  the  r.moiuit  over  to  llio 
Amcj-jcnii  CV/lor.Izalion  !^-.oc:icty,  for  tiic  LciicHt  oft/ic  cn.vlavc'l 
race,  not  ^visJl;ll'J,•  in  ."Jiy  Avjiy  to  profit  Ly  tlic  iiiLsfortiincs  of 
his  fcllov,'  Iniiigs,  inul  inoro  e^pocially  tliroiiL;li  the  oi)pres- 
sioiis  ofAiiun-icaii  Slavery. 

In  August,  IS'J],  lie  raised  a  company  in  Jasj:)er  County, 
^vliicli  on  Sc})!.  Gtli  ainl  Vt]i  was  mustered  in  as  Co.  I,  10th 
Iowa  Inf.,  Coh  J'ercze].    Cai)e  Girardeau  ^vas  tlio  fii'st  point 
of  o])erations  for  tlie  re';^;nu'nt — the  time  being  Sjjent  in  drill- 
ing and  eliasing'  JeiV  TlK)m}).son.    At  llie  talking  of  X(n\-  I\Iad- 
rid  Co.  I  was  tlio  first  coriij^any  io  enter  the  tOM  ii.    hi  the 
series  of  brilliant  exploits  here  and  at  Island  No.  10,  resulting 
in  tlie  caiiture  of  a  largo  part  of  the  rebel  army,  Co.  I  was 
among  the  fore^nost.    The  lOtli  next  went  witli  the  expedi- 
tion to  Fort  j^iilow,  thence  bach  to  Cairo  and  up  the  Tenj-)es- 
.^eo  I'lver  to  Hamburg,  reinforcing  H'.alleclc's  arjny  on  the  left. 
Wliile  before  Corinth  a  higii  complimen.t  was  paid  to  Cajjtain 
Garrett  by  his  fellovr  Ca])tains.    ^Vord  having  been  received 
that  Coh  Pcrczel  was  about  to  leave  t;ie  regimoit  the  Cap- 
tains of  the  other  companies  of  tlie  regiment  united  in  recom- 
mending Ca])t.  Garrett  for  Colonel  over  themselves,  (many  of 
them  being  sciiior  by  letter)  and  over  the  field  officers.  At 
this  tinie  tlie  Captain  had  brought  liis  company  to  great  per- 
fection of  drill  and  discipline.    Shortly  after  this,  vv-hilo  at 
Jacinto,  Mississipi,  in  Sept.,  1SG2,  Capt.  G.  vras  jiromoted  to 
the  Lieut.  Colonelcy  of  the  22d  lovra.    On  tlic  occasion  of 
leaving,  his  company  presented  him  a  splendid  sword  as  a  tes- 
timonial of  their  esteem,  and  their  regret  at  losing  him  as 
their  commander.    While  on  the  way  Xorth  to  join  the  22d 
he  learned  of  his  appointment  as  Col.  of  the  40th  Iowa  then 
forming  at  lovra  City. 

At  the  time  of  Capt.  Garrett's  promotion  Col.  Perczel  issued 
the  followin.g  general  order: 

"  ITnAnouAHTKus  lOtli  low.v  Volunteke?/^ 
Camp  near  Jacinto,  3Ii^s.,  Sen-  Sth,  1SG2.  i' 
Gen^ePvAl  OnDEit,  Xo.  o7  : 

The  Col.  Commanding  announces  to  the 
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rc/:^lnu'nl  llic  ]-)i-^)inorioR  of  Joiiii  A.  (lanxlt,  Cuj)!-.  Co.  1,  of  llii.s  re;/,]- 
mv.ut,  to  llio  .Lieut.  Colonelcy  of  the  22(1  lic^.  lov/ii  Vols.  V»'jil!(;  lie 
greatly  r(  ';,i  el:;  the  iieee.ssity  of  parting  uitli  rui  excellent  oniccr  he  can- 
not l)iit  rejoice  at  his  well-merited  ])romotion.  During  a  j'car's  service 
the  Col.  ConiT)ianding  never  luis  had  occasion  for  the  .sh\^hte.st  blame  in 
the  conduct  of  Capt.  Garrett.  Ujia^'-suming,  even  teni])ered,  civil  and 
coui'tcou.s, — ill  sliort  a  genllcnum.  A.s  a  soldier,  l)ravo,  faithful,  indefat- 
igable aTid  fully  (jualilied  foi-  liis  ])ositIoii.  As  a  citizen,  a  true  jlatriot, 
earnest  and  hoiicit  in  his  ])o]i(ic;il  ijriuc'iples.  ]ie  vras  honored  and  es- 
teemed l)y  his  .'^•iiporiors,  and  beloved  by  ids  comnMlcs  and  his  company. 
The  C(d.  Conrniimling  Is  nalisficd  tliat  he  expresses  the  sentiment  of 
this  rc-inient  in  r;i\'in_^  to  a  br;u'(!  comrade  this  fickjiowledgement  fjfhi.^ 
merit,  and  in  tendering  him  this  pnl)iic  farewell  our  best  wishes  wil] 
follow  him  to  his  new  position.  All  which  would  be  said  iu  Ids  praise 
I  think  is  presumed  in  the  fact  that  lie  leaves  but  friends  behind  Inm. 

NICOLAS  PERCZEL,  Col.  Com'd'g  Kegt. 

WlTJ^IAM  ?-rANNi:;G,  A.dgt." 

On  the  lotii  of  Noveinbor,  1802,  the  -iOtli  y/as  mustered  in 
and  started  for  CJairo.  The  Regiment  wintci'ed  at  Columbus. 
During  the  stay  at  CoLunbus  the  situation  of  tlic  40t]i  was 
clisagrceablo  in  tlie  extreme.  The  weather  was  wci  and  cold, 
and  severe  upon  tlic  men,  who  were  mostly  quartered  in 

dog-tents,"  and  were  other^vise  poorly  prepared  for  tlio 
snows,  rains  and  chilling  Avinds  of  that  vrintcr.  The  regiment 
was  detained  at  Columbus  Avatching  Forest,  ayIio  kept  that 
section  in  lively  anticipatio]!  of  attack  for  some  weeks.  In 
March  a  move  Avas  made  to  Paducah,  -where  the  40th  stayed 
about  sixty  days,  and  the  vreatlier  proving  favorable  and  the 
camp  grounds  fine,  the  regiment  was  drilled  into  splendid 
condition,  forming  one  of  the  most  promising  regiments  of  the 
army. 

In  jMay  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  Vicksburg,  and  remain- 
ed in  the  re;ir  of  tlio  city  until  after  the  cnpture,  suffering 
great  loss  from  tlie  elfocls  of  the  climate,  bad  water,  etc.;  a 
loss  from  vrhieli  it  never  fully  recovered.  a\fter  the  capture 
the  loth  Avcnt  to  Helena — thence  across  Arkansas  to  the  cap- 
Uire  of  Little  Rock.    The  dOth  was  selected  to  make  the  first 
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crospin*;'  of  tl)C  Avkiiiisas,  n  licp.vy  batllc  Ijcin;^  (>x]K'nU.'(l  when 
tlic  attcin])t  slioukl  iiip.dc.  JJcut.  Col.  Cooj)er  (Col.  C'lr- 
rett  beiiii^  ab.scnt)  led  the.  rcgiineiit  in  the  crossin;^  of  the 
river,  and  nUhough  no  resislcnce  was  made  by  the  enoniy,  the 
bearing  of  the  men  as  they  led  tlx;  van  ac^ainst  an  enemy  wlio 
with  even  very  inferior  forces  mit^ht  have  made  a  desperate 
resistance  to  the  crossing,  sliowed  the  metal  of  the  regimcjit, 
and  proved  it  to  be  equal  to  an}^  emergency  the  war  might 
produce.  It  was  a  grand  point  gained,  aiid  was  bravely,  he- 
roically done;  and.  as  later,  at  0]:alona  and  Prairie  I)'  Anne 
and  Jenkin's  Ferry,  the  40th  did  its  whole  duty  and  won  well- 
earned  huirels.  so  in  this  instance,  Avith  a  determined  enemy 
in  front  tlie  regiment  would  have  shown  by  its  losse^5  and  by 
its  deeds  that  Iowa  soldiers  can  dare  and  do  all  v.'heu  their 
country  throws  them  into  the  deadly  breach. 

While  near  Vicksburg  Col.  Gai-rett  received  the  tidings 
from  his  wife,  of  the  death  of  his  little  daughter,  Minnie.  Jlis 
letters  written  at  this  time,  while  they  show  the  most  tender 
aflfection  as  father  and  husband,  yet  show  a  resignation  to  the 
Btern  necessities  of  his  situation,  and  a  realization  of  the  fact 
that  in  the  heart  of  the  patriotic  soldier,  vrhen  the  hour  of  the 
country's  need  comes,  then  everything,  even  to  life  itself  if 
need  be  must  be  given  up  that  the  sacred  cause  of  our  coun- 
try, of  truth  and  of  liberty  may  live  forever..  This  spirit  in  our 
volunteer  soldiers  in  the  late  war  made  our  army  invincible, 
and  glorious  in  history,  and  scattered  the  portentous  clouds 
of  evil,  that  so  long  were  gathering  their  blackness  over  our 
country  and  threatening  ruin  to  it  and  tlie  loss  of  liberty  for 
ages  to  mankind.  After  the  capture  of  Vicksburg  Col.  Gar- 
rett came  home  on  a  short  leave  of  absence,  his  family  still 
being  afAicted.  ith  sickness.  At  the  end  of  his  furlough,  still 
acting  from  that  stern  sense  of  duty  which  has  ever  marked 
liis  career  as  a  man  and  especially  as  a  soldier,  he  returned  to 
liis  regiment,  leaving  (as  he  supposed)  his  only  remaining 
daughter  (little  Annie)  on  her  death-bed.  A  kindp  Provideiice, 
whose  over-ruling  hand  the  Colonel  has  always  recognized,  saw 
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fit  to  dj.spouno  otlicrwisc,  niid  lIUlc  Aiiiiic  ';Li]]  livcj,': — tlic  li;^iit 
of  the  ColoiK^r;;  ])]o:is:iiit  Iionu'.  A'.^ajn  Id  Sept.,  18Ci,  lie  re- 
ceived at  Little  Ivoclc  iiev/s  of  tlie  (!c.':t]i  ofliis  only  soji,  :in 
infant  a  year  old. 

Tlic  regiment  Avintered  at  Little  lioek,  no  important  evenls 
happening  during  tlic  wintej-.  During  tliis  time  tlic  regiment 
■was  drilled  and  disciplined  into  most  ])e)-fL'Ct  condition.  "J'lie 
camp  was  .a  model  for  order,  beauty  and  cleanliness.'  Tlic 
Colonel  on  goi::g  into  cam])  issued  an  order  for  weekly  in:-.})ec- 
tion,  making  gr.ade  depend  on  the  condition  of  the  bari-acl:r,, 
streets,  kitchen,  cooking  utensils,  arms,  <.\:c. — from  2  to  G — 
poor  to  perfect.  An  average  was  struck  for  each  company. 
A  report  in  writing  was  read  each  Sunday  evening  on  Dress 
Parade — especial  mention  being  made  of  the  highest  and  low- 
est companies.  The  means  thus  used  to  promote  the  eincicn- 
cy  of  the  regiment  vrere  attended  wltli  wonderful  success. 
Lieut.  Col.  Vollum,  Gen.  Cauley's  Chief  Inspecting  Oflicer, 
visiting  the  camp  of  the  40th  v*'ith  Dr.  Cornell,  sent  word  to 
Col.  Garrett: — "  Tell  the  Coloiiel  he  has  the  finest  regiment  T 
have  seen." 

In  January  Col.  G.  sat  on  Military  Commission  with  Gen. 
Thayer  and  Capt.  llice,  of  Minnesota,  both  of  vrhom  have 
since  been  TJ.  S.  Senators.  ]M:iny  important  cnses  vrcre  tried 
by  this  Commission. 

On  the  23d  day  of  March,  ISG-l,  Gen.  Steele's  army  left  Lit- 
tle Kock  on  the  noted  Camden  expedition.  T]ie  -10th  v.'cnt 
out  vrith  G75  enlisted  men  and  10  cor.imissioned  ofneers.  On 
the  15th  of  iVpril  tlie  army  readied  Cainden.  On  the  r.d  at 
Okalona,  and  again  on  the  10th  at  Prairie  D'  Anne  the  enemy 
liad  attacked  our  army,  and  it  was  tlie  fortune' of  tiic  40tii  to 
take  a  prominent  and  praise  worthy  part  in  both  engage- 
ments,— driving  the  enemy  before  them — losing  two  wounded 
at  Okalona  and  Prairie  jy  Ainie,  one  niortrdly  wounded,  and 
six  w^ounded  more  or  less  severely; — three  were  inissing  on 
the  route. 

The  stay  at  Camden  w^as  very  sliort,  Gen.  Steele  receiving 
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Avord  of  tlic;  (lis.'i.slor  to  J>rink's  nrniy.  Tlic  retreat  began  at 
du.sk  on  the  L'Gtli,  tlie  -lOLli  as  piirl  ofOen.  Englenien's  Lritjade 
"bringing  up  tlie  rear  ofoiii-  army.  This  i-etreat,  witli  tlie  lj;j.t- 
llc  of  Jenicin\s  i^'eriy,  forms  a  memorable  part  of  tlie  record  ol 
our  nrinics.  ]')urliig  the  war  no  more  Iieroio  fighting  wi'.s 
done,  and  the  resolute  endurance  by  tlic  troops  of  the  ]>riva- 
tions  and  labors  and  fightings  of  that  marcli  was  wonderful. 
On  the  morning  of  the  20th  tlic  roar  of  our  army  mnrched  out 
of  Princeton,  About  noon  the  troubles  of  the  retreating 
army  bcg:in  to  thielcen.  For  days  there  had  Ijeen  no  rations 
of  bread,  foraging  av'us  profitless;  collee  vrns  the  food  and 
drink  o[  the  army,  and  now  to  add  to  the  diflioulties  of  the  re- 
treat, rain  set  in,  and  the  enemy,  v/ho  by  tliis  time  was  rapid- 
ly bringing  up  his  forces,  attacked  tlie  -iOtli  on  both  flank  and 
rear.  The  lighting  continued  until  the  regimeirt  came  up 
Avitli  the  advance  in  Saline  bottom.  Here  four  comj^anics 
Avcrc  deployed  who  engaged  the  enemy  until  dark,  iilvery 
soldier  of  these  four  companies  kept  most  vigilant  watch  du- 
ring the  night.  At  dayliglit  the  ^Otli  v/as  relieved  by  the  03d 
Iowa,  and  moving  forvrard  about  a  mile  took  a  coffee  break- 
fast. In  about  an  hour  the  enemy  moved  in  force  down  the 
hills  and  began  the 

3JATTL1:  OF  JENKI^^'S  FElini. 

This  battle  was  fought  in  a  swampy  bottom.  The  rain  had 
poured  down  during  the  previous  nlglit.  and  all  day  during  the 
battle  the  men  fought  in  mud  and  water  to  their  knees,  the 
ammunition  being  brought  to  the  front  on  horse-back,  and  the 
boxes  opened  with  the  bayonets  of  tlio  soldiers.  Heavy  tim- 
ber covered  the  botlom,  and  but  a  narrow,  bottomless  road 
led  through  it  to  the  river  crossing.  The  rebels  were  in  front 
in  overwhelming  numbers.  The  losses  of  the  combined  ar- 
mies in  the  battle  vrere  over  0,000 — the  rebels  admitting  a  loss 
of  1?, 000. 

Of  the  four  companies  engaged  under  Col.  (Barrett — less 
than  TOO  men — six  were  killed — Of  wore  wounded  and  four 


t 


440 


ANNALS   Oy  IOWA. 


[JANUARY, 


were  taken  prisoners  Avliile  attending  tlie  Avonnded. — Total 
41 !  Tlie  lieroic  valor  of  i\ua  small  remnant  of  the  40tlj  saved 
our  army  from  probable  .ntter  defeat  and  our  cauBu  in  tlic 
Soutli-v/est  from  a  disaster  fcaiful  lo  eontcmjjlate.  In  tliis 
battle  when  ordered  to  reinforee  tlie  left  Col.  Cr.  luund  a  panic 
fairly  begun,  and  seven  eom]ninies  of  men  from  one  regiment 
retreating  in  disorder,  liut  lie  not  only  led  his  own  regi- 
ment; afterwards  iijiding  the  12th  Kansas  without  a  Held  offi- 
cer, and  hesitating  and  taking  a  feeble  part  in  the  battle  he 
led  it  forward,  and.willi  the  combined  foi'ces  victoriously 
drove  the  rebels  before  him.  It  was  after  this  battle  tliat  tlie 
boys  of  the  12th  in  eom])liincnt  to  the  Col.  said  "  if  they  had 
Garrett  for  tlieir  Colonel  tiiey  would  iron-clad  him." 
Wc  quote  from  Col.  G's  report  of  the  battle  as  follows  : 

**IlKAD-()UAUTKjlS  40'i'U  lOWA  InfAXTKV  Voj,.,  } 

LrrxLE  KocK,  Auk.,  2\h\y  C,  ISG  l.  f 
Capt.  Wm.  E.  Fav,  .1.  J.  A,  a.  Z'l  Brirj.,  ?jdDio.,  Hth  Arm>/  Corps: 

Sin:  T  have  tlic  Lonor  to  iuibmil  the  following  report  ol  the  purl  ta- 
ken by  my  reghncnt  in  the  ])attle  of  Jcnkin's  Ferr}-,  on  Saturday,  the 
SOth  of  April,  18G1. 

On  the  march,  on  the  29th,  my  regiment  was  in  the  rear,  and  was  ex- 
posed to  the  fire  of  the  enemy  for  miles  before  reaching  camp;  aflcr 
"Which  time,  besides  the  usual  picket  detail,  four  of  my  companies  v^'crc 
deployed  as  skirmishers,  and  were  engaged  at  intervals  with  the  enemy 
till  dark,  and  during  the  entire  night  the  most  vigilant  vratch  was  kept 
by  every  oflieer  and  man  of  these  companies.  At  daylight  we  were  re- 
lieved by  the  ;j:]d  lovra,  Col.  ]Mackcy,  when  I  moved  my  regiment  for- 
ward a  mile  and  halted  in  tlie  edge  of  an  open  field,  facing  our  late 
rear,  my  riglit  resting  on  the  road.  About  7  o'clock  firing  commcceed, 
and  steadily  grew  warmer,  and  came  closer,  till  it  became  evident  the 
enemy  was  advancing  in  force,  determined  to  give  battle.  At  8  o'clock, 
by  direction  of  Col.  Engelman  connnanding  brigade,  I  tlircw  out  Com- 
panies 13  and  F,  under  Captain  Cainpbell,  to  the  left  and  front  as  skir- 
mishers. They  moved  into  the  woods  some  distance  to  watch,  and  if 
necessary  engage  the  enem3^ 

Vij  direction  I  now  moved  my  regiment  forward  to  within  a  short  dis- 
tance of  the  advance  line  now  engaged  with  the  encm}',  my  riglit  rest- 
ing on  the  road.    In  a  few  minutes,  as  directed,  Major  Smith,  with  the 
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four  rip;lit  companies,  crossed  tlic  road,  leaving'  Cos.  A  and  ]),  under  Lieut. 
Anderson,  to  support  a  section  oT  C!upl.  Vau;';!jn'.s  battery,  oecui^ylng 
the  road. 

Tlic  IMajor  moved  Cos.  C.  and  T  across  n  narrw,  dc'(-i)  5;tream,  pii.s::ed 
over  an  open  field,  and  deployed  iheni  in  the  Vv'0(k1:;  to  observe,  and  if 
opj)ortunity  ollered,  engage  the  left  liank  of  tlie  enemy.  Coh  IJn^el- 
maii  now  directed  me  to  move  to  tlic  left  and  front  with  my  four  com- 
panies, IT,  E,  K,  and  G,  and  form  on  the  left  of  our  lorccs  now  engaged, 
as  they  were  hard  pressed.  As  the  most  expeditious,  I  moved  by  the 
left  flank.  At  this  time,  so  great  a  number  from  our  engaged  line  were 
retreating  in  disorder  and  liaste,  it  looked  almost  like  a  panic.  On 
Hearing  the  left  of  the  line,  a  force  as  large  or  Larger  than  my  ov/n  wa.s 
retreating  in  line.  Arriving  near  where  the  left  of  this  retiring  force 
had  rested,  I  fdcd  to  the  left,  then  moved  to  the  front,  till,  a  little  in  ad- 
vance of  the  line  on  the  right,  I  halted  and  opened  fire.  While  getting 
in  position  the  lire  of  the  enemy  was  pouring  on  my  little  command,  and 
now  we  were  jiot  only  on  the  extreme  left,  but  some  disttmeo  from  the 
left  of  the  line  on  the  right.  In  a  short  time  I  moved  my  companies 
forward  and  to  tlie  right,  joining  some  companies  of  the  27th  Vriscon- 
sin,  which  also  advanced,  and  of  which  the  oflicers  and  men  were  doing 
their  whole  wuty.  The  line  now  advanced,  making  short  halts,  then 
moving  forward.  After  advancing  a  short  distance,  we  began  to  pass 
over  the  enemy's  dead,  and  my  men  moved  right  on  with  a  shout,  pour- 
ing in  a  well-directed  fire  on  the  retreating  enemy.  The  line  having  ad- 
vanced a  half  mile  or  more,  the  lire  of  the  enemy  ceased,  and  a  halt  was 
called.  About  this  time  the  12th  Kansas  came  up  on  my  left.  My  men 
who  were  out  of  cartridges  novv"  sudplied  tliemselves  from  boxes  brough  ^ 
on  horseback,  whicli  they  opened  v.'ith  tlieir  bayonets.  The  C'Ol.  of  the 
12th  Kansas  having  been  wounded,  tlie  Captain  comm;uiding  fearing  a 
flank  movement  on  his  left,  fell  back  some  two  hundred  yards. 

After  half  an  hour's  lull  the  enemy,  with  heavy  rcinforcemenis  moved 
up  in  close  range,  and  opened  fire  again.  Our  whole  line  now  become 
engaged,  and  ilrip.g  on  both  slues  v.'as  licavy,  some  say  terrific.  My  lit- 
tle command  was  under  a  cross  fire,  receiving,  1  think  the  concentrated 
fire  of  two  regin\ents,  which,  liaving  moved  by  the  fianks,  met  and 
formed  direcliy  in  my  front.  ]My  men  v.'cre  falling  fast,  but  held  their 
ground,  not  yielding  an  inch.  I  sent  for  the  12th  Kanr^as  to  come  up  on 
my  left;  it  moved,  but  halted  fifty  yards  short  of  the  line  and  opened 
fire.    I  went  back  and  moved  it  up  in  line,  when  it  poured  a  splendid 
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voUc}^  right  into  the  r;nik.s  of  tiic  ciuiny,  iiiul  thus  relieved,  in  pin  t,  my 
coniniaiul  i'roin  tlio  terriljlo  lire  ^vJlieh  wasting  it  so  fast.  Tliis  hist 
engiigcnicnt  histed  ahout  aii.  Jiour,  till  lialf  j/iist  12  o'clock,  ^vheu  the  en- 
emy fell  back,  and  then  withdrew,  leaviniy  our  little  army  in  possession 
of  the  licld.  I  lost  out  of  less  than  one  hundred  men,  six  killed,  thirty- 
four  wounded,  (many  severely,  soriie  mortally),  four  caj)tu;-ed  and  one 
missing;  a  full  list  of  which  has  been  re[)orted. 

In  common  with  ofllcers  and  men,  I  regret  that  all  my  companies 
could  not  go  into  tlic  engagement  togcilier.  I  may  here  state  that  my 
men  had  drtiwn  no  bread  for  five  days;  th.-it  tlicy  had  a  cofl.ce  supper  on 
the  night  oftiie  20th,  and  a  coffee  breakfast  on  the  following  morning, 
some  getting  a  little  meat  on  the  morning  of  the  battle. 

It  rained  almost  a  ilood  during  the  night  of  the  2'Jlh  and  the  morjiing 
of  the  30th.  The  battle  was  fought  in  Saline  bottom,  wliieh  was  cover- 
ed by  a  heavy  forest;  mud,  mire,  and  siieels  of  water  were  everywhere. 

My  men  fired  from  sixty  to  one  hundred  rounds  each.  X.  Jl.  Cornell, 
my  Surgeon,  did  all  in  his  power  to  care  for  the  wounded.  Lieut. 
Baird  was  wounded  while  fearlessly  doing  his  duty  in  the  hoiest  of  the 
light,  !My  Color-bearer,  Mortimer  \V.  i^elsou,  as  brave  a  man  as  ever 
bore  a  tlag,  was  shot  in  the  shoulder  and  fell.  Out  of  four,  two  Color- 
guards — Corpls.  Davis  and  Bare — fell,  severely  wounded;  and  I  regret 
to  say,  Davis  was  left  on  the  field.  Lieut.  Amos  commanded  Co.  11, 
Capt.  Seniu't  Co.  E,  Lieut.  Ciirislie  Co.  K,  and  Capt.  Jordan  Co.  G. 
Oificcrs  and  men  fought  with  the  cool  determination  of  vcterrns,  and 
with  the  desperate  valor  of  men  appreciating  that  all  was  at  stake  on 
the  result.  One  noble  Sergeant,  Simmons,  of  Co.  II,  was  shot  in  the 
breast.  "When  his  Lieutenant  told  him  the  cucmy  was  beaten,  he  waved 
his  hand  and  died  with  a  smile. 

Very  rcspectfull}^,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  GARRETT,  Colonel  commanding." 

Gcii.  Kiigicmaii  in  Lis  report  of  tlic  battle  says:  "  I  must 
licrc  express  the  high  obligations  which  I  ain  under  to  Col. 
"  Garrett  and  Lieut.  Col.  Dengler  for  tiie  gallantry  with 
"  v/hich  tliey  led  their  commands,  being  conscious,  however, 
"  that  nothing  I  can  say  can  aiiord  them  the  satisfaction  they 
"must  have  experienced  in  witnessing  the  ])ravery  of  their 
"  men.'' 

This  battle  liaving  ended  tlio  pursuit  of  our  army  by  Kirby 
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Sinitli,  tlio  vcary,  mudely  luarcli  was  rosiiiiicd,  and  after  bov 
cral  (lays  of  ciuluv;i)ico  and  su^l■('l•jn'^s,  Loi'dc  v/illi  fortitude 
Avorlhy  of  liien  ^vho  liad  foiiglit  bo  IjcroiccUy,  llie  ariny  met 
supplies  when  rune  miles  from  Little  lloclc,  and  were  soon 
bad:  in  their  old  camps,  l^arin;.^  the  winter  followin*^  Col. 
G.  liad  part  of  the  time  command  of  the  post,  and  jno.st  of  the 
time  command  of  a  brigade?. 

During  tlie  next  pix  montlis  detachments  from  the  iOth  were 
sent  out  OJi  many  important  enterprises.  In  Fehi-uai-y,  1  SO.j, 
the  regiment  moved  to  Fort  Smith.  Here  (^oh  G.  .'^gain  com- 
manded a  brigade  numbering  5,000  men.  Gen.  Bussy  in  com- 
mand there  having  sent  for  a  "  first-rate  regiment,"  the  40th 
had  been  sent.  Shortly  afterwards,  jMajor  Geiieral  Blunt, 
having  been  relieved  from  the  command  of  South  ICansas, 
Col.  Garrett  Avas  assigned  to  the  command  of  that  district, 
and  in  the  administration  of  its  affairs  again  vron  golden 
opinions  from  those  around  him.  Perliaps  the  Colonel  never 
received  a  higher  compliment  than  was  paid  to  him  by  the 
Cherokee  Legislature,  as  shovrn  by  th.e  following: 

To  Col.  Gaiikett,  Commanding  at  Fort  Gibson,  Clicrokoc  Xntion,  am.'i 
the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Fortieth  lovv'a  Yolmitcers: 

Gentlemen:  —  I  am  instructed  to  present  to  you  the  follo\Yln2-  reso- 
lutions, written  in  Clicrokce,  of  v,-hich  the  folloT\inn;  is  a  transUition: 

Let  me  say  to  you,  and  your  officers  and  soldiers,  tluit  these  resolu- 
tions are  not  merely  complimentary:  ^yhcn  the  w;T,r  eommcneed  tl:e 
Cherokees  had  u  population  of  twenty-four  thousinul:  cujoyiui^  all  ihe 
coraforts  of  Ufe  in  this  rieh  and  beautiful  land.  Of  this  populatior. 
eighteen  thousand  adhered  to  tiic  Union  and  six  thousand  to  the  Ilchel- 
lion.  The  Union  population,  by  the  fortunes  of  war,  were,  in  the  Avintcr 
1862  and  18G3,  driven  Nortii  and  lost  by  disease,  exposure  and  starv- 
ation, six  thousand  of  tlieir  number.  The  Chcrokces  furnished  to  the 
Union  Army  two  regiments  of  soldiers,  Aviiosc  character  as  soklicrs  3-ou 
well  know,  being  every  cfiicient  man  in  tlieir  inidst  that  liad  not  gone 
South,  and  a  larger  proportion  of  sokliers  to  tlieir  numbers  than  any 
State  in  the  Union.  When  these  regiments  were  lighting  witli  Price  in 
Missouri,  Kansas  and  Arkansas  tlie  Cherokee  Nation  was  invaded  by  an 
army  of  thieves  from  thcjS^orth,  many  of  them  civil  and  military  ofiicers 
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of  the  United  Stales,  and  soldior.s  wcririnr;  the  uniform  oriheXTnion,  and 
by  tliom  one  liuiulred  lliou.sand  head  of  cuttle  and  fifteen  tliousund  head 
of  hoi  sos  -were  .stolen,  and  public  and  jirivate  houses  plundered  of  tiieir 
furniture,  and  "wliole  trains  of  U.  S.  v/ar^^ons  \vere  laden  ^vilh  tlir;  booty 
and  sent  North;  and  these  outrai^os  -were  carried  to  sucli  excess  that  the 
U.  S.  Agent  remarked  in  his  report  that  the  damage  done  by  Union  sol- 
iers  and  men  "was  equal  if  it  did  not  exceed  the  outrages  of  tlie  liebels. 

This  conduct  "was  ap])roYed  of  by  many  ol"  tlic  oflicers,  and  llie  prob- 
ability is  that  the  furniture  stolen  from  our  p,ublic  schools  and  private 
houses  now  graces  some  of  tjicse  oflicers'  homes. 

Since  the  Fortietli  Iowa  has  been  in  command  here  thieving  lias  been 
unknown  by  a  soldier  or  officer,  and  order  has  been  preserved  and  the 
people  treated  with  kindness  and  respect. 

J.  AV.  VaUGIIT,  Att'y  of  Clierokces, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Cherokee  Katiou,  at 
Fort  Gibson,  July  31,  A.  D.,  1SG5,  these  resolutions  were  submitted  and 
unanimously  adopted: 

liesoUedy — 1st.  That  the  thanks  of  the  Cherokee  people  be  tendered 
to  the  oflicers  and  soldiers  of  tlie  Fortieth  Iowa  for  their  correct  deport- 
ment while  in  our  midst,  and  Vv'^e  wish  them  a  safe  return  to  their  fami- 
lies and  friends;  and  we  shall  always  remeinber  them  as  the  friends  of 
our  nation,  and  as  a  pattcj'n  for  Unio]i  soldiers. 

...2nd.  That  the  Adjutant  of  the  Fortieth  Iowa  cause  this  resolution  to 
be  published  in  the  papers  of  Iowa. 

LEWIS  DOAVXJXG,  Acting  Chief. 

Col.  G.  retained  this  cominancl,  embre^ciiig  nil  of  the  Indian 
Territory  and  part  of  Kansas,  until  on  the  2d  of  August,  at 
Fort  Gibson,  the  regiment  was  mustered  out  of  tlie  service 
and  started  for  home.  It  lacked  hut  four  days  of  being  four 
years  of  service  for  the  Colonel  ^vlien  he  reached  home.  Just 
before  the  reo;iment  left  Fort  Gibson  Gen.  Biissey  issued  tlie 
following  general  order: 

IlEAD-QUAUTEns,  oD  DivisTox,  7tit  Avcsxy  Cop^rs,  ) 
FouT  S-^UTK,  Ai;k.,  July  2bth,  ISGj.  \ 
Special  OiiOEus,  Ko.  12-L — Extract. 

IV.  In  view  of  the  early  departure  of  the  .IOtu  lovrA  Ixeaxtky  for 
their  homes,  the  General  Commanding  cannot  refrain  from  expressing 
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to  the  ofllccra  and  men  of  that  ro^iincnt  hifi  higli  appreciation  of  tljL-ir 
faithful  performance  of  every  duty,  and  tlicir  fiupcrior  di5cii)line  v/hile 
connected  ■\vtUi  tliis  Division,  and  liis  (;;ratitudc  for  the  cordial  support 
they  have  given  ]>im  in  liis  endeavors  to  carry  out  the  policy  of  the 
Government. 

TJic  oAlccrs  and  men  of  tlie  40Tir  Iowa  liave  honored  tlie  positions 
they  occupy,  and^havc  earned  tlie  hif;]iest  meed  of  praise  that  can  be 
bestowed  upon  tlie  brave  men  of  our  army.  For  tiirce  years  y'oxi  have 
served  your  country,  and  enjoyed  tlie  jjroud  satisfaction  of  v/itucssing 
the  triumph  of  our  arms,  and  tlie  vindication  of  the  principles  of  free 
government.  You  will  soon  return  to  your  homes,  and  have  merited 
and  will  receive  the  gratitude  of  the  nation.  That  you  may  be  as 
good  citizens  as  you  have  proved  to  be  soldiers  is  the  earnest  wish  of 
your  last  commander. 

By  Command  of  Brig.  Gen.  Cyrus  Bussey. 
To  Col.  John  A.  Gaerett,  Com'd'g  40th  lov/a  Inf. 

H.  D.  B.  CUTLER,  A.  A.  General. 

Col.  Garrett  is  about  six  feet  in  height,  slender,  of  fair  com- 
plexion, well-featured, — lias  an  intellectual  brain  rather  than 
one  where  passion  predominates.  Wliile  not  robust  in  build 
he  has  great  power  of  endurance,  backed  by  a  resolute  will. 
He  is  gov.crned  in  Iiis  intercourse  w^itli  men  by  a  high  sense  of 
honor;  and  is  gentlemanly  and  courteous  to  all.  He  has  a 
great  contempt  for  that  which  is  mean  and  tricky,  and  holds 
in  high  esteem  men  whom  lie  finds  to  be  governed  by  pure  and 

noble  motives  in  their  lives.  lie  uses  neither  liquors,  tobac- 
co, tea  nor  coftee.    He  loves  good  literature,  and  in  literary 

and  school  matters  takes  an  active  interest.    lie  loves  homo 

and  family  and  friends  with  more  than  ordinary  strength.  He 

lives  at  this  date  in  Kewtou,  where  he  has  been  engaged  in 

business  since  the  war.    Those  w^ho  know^  him  best  hope  that 

his  days  may  be  long,  and  tliat  he  may  spend  them  in  our 

community.    He  has  served  his  country  well ;  may  he  enjoy 

her  protection  and  receive  her  gratitude  for  many  years  to 

come. 

Newtox,  Iow'a,  Dec.  2-t,  1870. 
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MUSICAL  CONVF.NflONS. 


BY  VnOV.   11.   H.  PERKINS. 


The  statistics  of  J^Iusicnl  ConvciUioiis  in  Iowa  wliicli  v.-c 
have  tliiis  fnr  been  able  to  collect,  may  not  be  very  coiuj^lcte, 
but  tlic  followiiM^  is  the  most  accurate  data  at  our  commaiifl. 
Slioukl  it  be  found  incomplete,  any  and  all  inte]-estlni^  facts 
wliich  may  be  forwarded  to  tlie  writer,  at  Iowa  City,  Avill  bo 
thankfully  received  and  embodied  in  another  article  ujidor  the 
above  head. 

Further,  by  way  of  introduction  :  INUisical  Conventions,  oj- 
assemblages  of  musical  people,  usually  continue  four  or  five 
successive  days.  Occasionally  they  are  protracted  t^v 
weeks,  and,  in  a  few  instances,  from  three  to  four  weeks. 
Yet  the  protraction  of  a  series  of  daily  exercises  for  instruc- 
tion in  music,  beyond  one  week,  does  not,  strictly  speaking, 
or  in  accordance  with  the  general  custom  and  understanding, 
come  under  the  head  of*'  Convention."' 

However,  we  shall  not  be  thus  strict  in  drawing  the  line  of 
dcmarkation,  as  the  design  of  this  article  is  to  give  as  full 
and  complete  a  summary  of  "  musical  doings  as  we  may  with 
our  present  information,  and  which  may  b-e  consistently  in- 
cluded in  a  history  of  Conventions  or  musical  gathering*. 
We  may  also  add,  by  way  of  preface,  that  r>Iusical  Conven- 
tions in  this  country  date  back  to  1S20 — the  first  being  held 
at  Concord,  X.  IL,  in  that  year.  These  organizations  have 
been  effected  in  nearly  all  the  States  of  the  Union,  and  Con- 
ventions have  been  held  with  varied  success,  —  prin.cipally  in 
the  northern  States,  however.  The  climax  of  these  cnorts 
was  reached  at  the  jSTational  ?Jusical  Festival  and  Peace 
Jubilee  held  in  Boston,  in  June,  ISOO  ;  on  wb.icli  occasion 
10, GOO  singers,  1,078  instrumentalists,  and  a  large  organ, 
constructed,  for  the  occasion,  discoursed  in  the  most  perfect 
and  successful  manner,  sonic  of  the  grandest  Oratorio,  Chor- 
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uses  »'uul  Cliorals  ever  composed  l>y  tlio  old  mastcjr.s,  and  to 
an  audience  rnnr^ing  from  2,"i,000  to  ^0,000. 

It  is  a  very  natural  se(iuencc  that  tliCRc  i)ublic  educational 
cilbrls  should  find  tlio  ])ro}>er  elements  in  which  to  propoxate 
and  thrive  in  these  AVesterji  Stales,  which  are  made  up  ol  the 
active,  thriving,  go-ahead  people  of  the  Nation. 

Of  this  (dass,  who'are  alive  to  tlie  hest  educational  interests 
of  tlie  ])eople,  Iowa  is  not  a  whit  behind.  Her  public  and 
private  institutions  ;  tlio  immense  outlays  m  tlie  erection  uf 
suitable  buildings,  commodious  and  attractive  in  architec- 
ture, not  cxcelicd  by  any  other  State,  in  which  to  educate  the 
youth,  and  tlic  broad,  expansive  views  adopted  in  providing 
for  the  free  education  of  both  sexes,  2:)rove  this  to  a  demon- 
etratiou.  With  such  a  people  and  such  resources  as  Iowa 
possesses,  a  brancli  of  education  so  important  in  its  details, 
so  potent  in  its  infiuencc  for  good,  and  so  universal  in  its  ap- 
plication will  not  loi^ig  be  neglected. 

Of  the  one  hundi-ed  counties  in  tlie  State  the  following  are 
known  to  have  organizations  for  the  express  object  of  liolding 
Annual  ConventioriS.  There  may  i)c  otliers:  Doone,  C.  C. 
llotchkiss,  Pres't.  ;  11.  J.  Crary,  Sec'y.  Dallas,  J.  11.  Strong 
Pres't. ;  E.  i\I.  Cotton,  Sec'y.  Davis,  Kev.  11.  Dodd,  I'res't. 
Cedar,  A.  X.  Kirk,  Pres't.  Iowa,  Wm.  A.  Patrick,  Pres't.; 
J.  N.  W.  Rumple,  Sec'y.  Keokuk,  J.  A.  Donnell,  Pres't.  ;  J. 
M.  Adams,  Sec'y.  Louisa,  B.  F.  Coe,  Pres't.  Marion,  J.  B. 
Cotton,  Pres't.  ;  C.  C.  Cory,  Sec'y.  Marshall,  Wm.  East, 
Pres't.  ;  Jas.  11.  Poc,  Sec'y.  Story,  John  11.  Ilays,  Sec'y. 
Woodbury,  L.  W.  Stewart,  Pre»*t.  ;  Pev.  Geo.  B.  Pratt,  Sec'y. 
Clinton,  Pev.  J.  G.  Cowdcn,  Pres't.  ;  J.  K.  Ivinney,  Sec'y. 
In  addition  to  tiie  above  is  tJie  "  Iowa  Central  ^Musical  Asso- 
ciation," witli  Pev.  S.  X.  Feliovrs,  Pres't.  ;  A.  1>.  Crco,  Vice- 
Pres't. ;  Sam'l.  YVelcii,  Sec'y. ;  C.  P.  Clark,  Treas'r.  Also 
the  "  Iowa  State  Musical  Association,"  with  J.  B.  Cotton, 
Pres't.;  II.  S.  Perkins,  Sec'y;  and  S.  L.  ^Vaide,  Treas'r. 

The  following  clironoiogicjil  order  of  Conventions  date 
iVom  IS.'il  up  to  1870 :    In  the  winter  of  iS51  a  successful 
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Convention  was  liold  :it  J^l.u^citinc,  contluclcd  hy  "Wjh.  Ij. 
]]ra(ll)ui-yj  of  New  York;  One  v/as  Jield  nt  iiurliiigtori,  in  Oct. 
185G,  conductecl  by  Wm.  J>.  Bradbury;  at  J^yons,  Nov.,  1850, 
conducted  by  0.  M.  Cady,  of  Nev»'-York,  about  one  liundrod 
singers  in  attendance;  at  Jjvons,  ]S'58,  conducted  ))y  Ij.  W. 
Wheeler,  of  Jjoston;  Iowa  C'ity,  in  tlic  fall  of  same  year,  the 
first  Convention,  conducted  by  J.  Wm.  Suffern  ;  Iowa -City, in 
18C0,  conducted  by  Geo.  h\  Root;  Muscatine,  in  the  winter 
of  18G2,  conducted  by  Win.  }>.  ."iiradbury;  Iowa  City,  in  Nov., 
18C3,  conducted  by  Geo.  V>.  Loomis;  Iowa  City,  in  the  fall  of 
1864,  conducted  by  J.  V.  Fai  go  ;  Clarence,  in  January,  18G5, 
conducted  by  Mark  ,7 ones,  with  a  chorus  of  fifty  singers  ; 
Des  Moines,  in  March,  18G5,  conducted  by  V.  C.  Taylor,  of 
Brooklyn,  N.-Y. ;  AVinterset,  first  Convention  in  M  adison 
county,  April,  18G5,  conducted  b^^  i\ir.  Taylor;  Daveiiport,  in 
the  fall  of  same  year,  conducted  by  3.  F.  Fargo  ;  Clinton,  in 
October,  same  year,  conducted  by  S.  L.  Coe ;  Cedar 
Rapids,  in  the  fall  of  same  year,  conducted  by  J.  F.  Fargo  ; 
Muscatine,  in  Dec,  JSGo,-  conducted  by  J.  F.  Fargo;  Iowa 
City,  in  the  winter  of  same  year,  conducted  by  ^-Ir.  Fargo ; 
Keokuk,  saine  season,  conducted  by  E.  C.  Kilburnc,  of  x\sh- 
land,  Ohio  ;*  New  Oregon,  fourtti  \veek  in  June,  1808,  con- 
ducted by  James  AYiiitney,  of  Hoston,  sixty  singers  in  attend- 
ance; ]Muscaiine,  in  Nov.,  18GG,  condu.cted  by  J.  F.  Fargo  ; 
Columbus  City,  in  tlie  fall  of  sumo  yeai',  conducted  by  E.  A. 
VanMcter  ;  Iowa  City,  in  Nov.,  iSGG,  conducted  by  11.  S. 
Perkins,  of  Boston;  Muscatine,  in  Oct.,  1  8G7,  conducted  by 
II.  S.  Ferkins;  McGregor,  vreek  uf  Nov.  18th,  conducted  by 
L.  O.  Emerson,  of  J>oston,  with  a  fine  chorus  of  one  liundred 
and  fifty  singers  ;  ]MarshalltoNTn,  week  of  Nov,  24th,  conducted 
by  11.  Ferkins;  Grinnell,  week  ofl3cc.  2d,  by  Mr.  Perkins, 
with  a  line  chorus  of  clghty-"nve  voices;  Nev.'ton,  week  of 
Dec.  0th,  conducted  by  Mr.  l^erkins  ;  AVest  Union,  week  of 
Dec.  29th,  conducted  by  Tviark  Jones,  a  chorus  of  fifty-five 
members;  Knoxville,  same  year,  first  Convention  of  3Iarion 
county,  conducted  by  J.  ]>.  Cotton,  of  Pclla;  Iowa  City,  week 
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of  Jan.  Otli,  ]8(j8,  tlio  first  Iowa  Central  Convention,  eon- 
cliiotcd  ]))'  H.  S.  Perkins;  Elkjuler,  (Jlayton  eounty,  week  of 
Jan.  Gth,  with  forty  members,  conducted  by  .Maik  M.  Jones  ; 
]>ello  Plaine,  in  Jan.  under  tlio  leadersliip  of  JF.  U.  Pabiier, 
ol  Cliicago;  Clinton,  week  of  J^Y'b.  I7tli,  conducted  by  1(.  S. 
Perkins;  AVaterloo,  in  same  month,  conducted  by  Geo.  F. 
Root,  of  Chicago,  a  large  chorus  in  .attendajicc ;  Acjel,  week 
of  A])ri]  10th,  a  fine  chorus  of  ninety  members,  under  the 
direction  of  If.  S.  Perkins;  Vintoji,  same  sea^jon,  conducted 
by  11.  Pv.  Palmer ;  Muscatine,  in  Sept.,  conducted  by  J.  F. 
Fargo;  Add,  week  of  Nov.  Ith,  by  IT.  S.Perkins,  a  lino 
chorus  of  one  hundred;  Vv^csteni  (College),  week  of  Xov. 
23d,  conducted  by  IF.  S.  Perkins,  with  seventy-four  members; 
Cedar  Falls,  fourth  week  in  Xov.,  conducted  by  Geo.  F.  Poot; 
Wappelo,  week  of  Dec.  Vth,  by  the  same ;  Tipton,  v.'cck  of 
]3ec.  14th,  by  Mr.  Perkins;  Pclla,  week  of  Dec.  ^'Stli,  with  a 
membership  of  eighty,  conducted  by  Mr.  Perkins  ;  Sioux  City, 
iirst  Convention  of  Woodbury  county,  the  week  of  Jan.  ISth, 
1860,  under  the  direction  of  IT,  S.Perkins;  Pellc  Plaine,  week 
of  Jan.  25th,  conducted  by  II.  R.  Palmer;  Wilton,  the  week 
of  Feb.  8th,  conducted  by  IT.  S.  Perkins;  Mt.  Pleasant,  in 
Feb.,  conducted  by  V.  C.  Taylor,  of  Des  Moines;  Anamosa, 
same  month,  conducted  by  Geo.  h\  Ivoot, — there  Avas  a  large 
nttendance ;  Ploomtield,  iirst  Convention  of  Davis  county, 
week  of  Feb.  2-2d,  conducted  by  IT.  S.  Perkins,  with  a  mem- 
bership of  ninety;  Cedar  Jlapids,  week  of  ^Tarch  2Gtli,  con- 
ducted by  Mr.  Perkins  ;  Indianola,  iirst  Convention  of  ^Marion 
county  by  the  same ;  Montana,  iirst  Annual  Convention  of 
Boone  county,  conducted  by  11.  S.  Perkins ;  Marengo,  week 
of  May  2:]d,  iirst  Convention  of  Iowa  county,  conducted  by 
Mr.  Perkins;  Xcvada,  same  month.  Iirst  Convention  of  Story 
county,  under  the  direction  of  the  same  ;  lovra  City,  week  of 
July  25th,  iirst  Convention  of  the  "  Iowa  State  jTusical  Asso- 
ciation," conducted  by  11.  S.  Perkins;  Ikdlc  IMainc,  in  Sept., 
ISGO,  conducted  by  II.  li.  Palmer;  Columbus  City,  fall  of 
]  800,  conducted  by  F.  A.  yauMctcr,of  Burlington ;  Ft.  Dodge, 
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week  of  Oct.  Uli,  coiKliictod  ])y  1.  ]!.  Jiunn,  of  C'odar  F.ills  ; 
Sigoiinicy,  llrst  Oonvciitioii  ol'  Kookuk  county,  ^\■ock  of  Doc. 
2Jst,  coiiductod  by  1 1.  S.  Perkins  ;  ]\iioxvillc,  third  jVnitiial 
Convention  of  ]Marion  conndir.)tcd  by  the  same. 

Considering  that  tliis  is,  comparatively,  a  Jiew  sectio]!  of 
tlio  country  tlie^'.c  Conventions  iiave  all  been  attended  witli  an 
encouraging  degree  of  success. 


BEFORE  AND  AFTER  THE  TERRITORIAL  ORGANIZATION  OF  IOWA. 


BY  mUVKIXS  TAYLOR,  WASHINGTON  CITY. 


When  tlie  Territory  of  AVisconsin  was  organized,  in  ISoG, 
abnost  one-half  of  the  population  of  the  Territory  was  in  the 
counties  of  Des  ]Moines  and  Dubuque,  west  of  the  Mississippi. 
Ill  CTOvernor  Dodge's  proclamation  ordering  an  election  for 
a  delegate  to  Congress  and  members  of  the  Legislature,  ho 
gave' Des  Moines  county  throe  members  of  the  Council  and 
Dubuque  three,  and  Des  Moinc  six  members  of  the  House  and 
Dubuque  five,  being  six  of  the  thirteen  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil, and  eleven  of  the  t^yenty-llvc  members  of  the  House  west 
of  the  Mississippi.  At  that  election  party  politics  had  little 
influence  on  the  voters,  the  election  turiiing  on  the  local  and 
personal  popularity  of  the  individual  candidate.  Almost 
every  settlement  had  a  town  of  its  own,  and  a  new  county 
mapped  out  that  made  their  town  the  center,  and  that  7nust  bo 
the  county  seat.  ISTothing  as  they  felt  was  needed  but  to  elect 
tiie  right  sort  of  men  to  the  Legislature.  Burlington  elected 
Kinnie  then,  as  "Flint  Hills"  was  the  first  point  settled 
west  of  tlic  river,  and  was  the  principal  town  in  the  r.outhern 
p:n'tofthe  Territo.iy.  At  that  time  more  than  Iialf  of  the 
poi)ulation  of  Des  Moines  county  of  that  day  was  inside  of 
the  boundaries  of  the  present  Des  Moines  county.    That  fact, 
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.iiul  llie  ninlti})licty  of  cjiiididntcs  on  tljc,  Dcs  IMoincs  river 
otliGi"  ]).'irts  of  tlio  county,  resulted  in  tlie  election  ofrdl  the 
Councilnicn  and  tlireo  of  the  monbers  of  tlu;  House  in  and 
near  \'>urlington. 

Col.  Ingraliani  was  a  farinei",  an  old  ex-member  of  the  Wv- 
ginia  Legislature,  a  man  of  character  and  ability.  .Jeremiah 
Smith,  farmer  and  merchant;  the  wealthiest  man  in  the 
county  at  that  time,  and  a  whole-souled,  generous  man  of  the 
largest  cnterj)rise.  But  whisky  lin.ally  gained  the  victory 
over  liim,  as  it  has  done  in  all  of  its  conilicts;  yet  there  are 
plenty  of  noble,  valient  men  come  in  so  noble  a  State  as  Iowa, 
still  figting  the  same  unequal  battle, — a  battle  iri  which  there 
can  be  no  lionor  or  credit,  but  always  disgrace,  and  death  if 
the  battle  is  long  enough  continued;  ^^taj.  J.  ]>.  Teas,  .a 
lawyer  of  more  ability  thaii  energy,  to  the  counsil,  and  Shej)- 
herd  Letren,  a  lawyer  of  ability,  and  a  man  of  higli  character, 
Avho  had  also  been  a  member  of  the  Virginia  TA'gislature  sev- 
eral times.  3)r.  G.  AY.  Teas,  of  Augusta,  then  and  now,  J  be- 
lieve, a  IMcthodist  preacher.  The  Doctor  has  done  a  good  many 
things,  but  was  ahvays  a  man  of  decided  ability,  and  earnest 
in  what  he  did.  During  the  session  of  tlie  Legislature  in  the 
winter  of  1807  and  1838  he  took  ofiense  at  the  action  of  some 
of  the  brethren  in  the  Legislature,  and  smarting  under  the 
supposed  insult,  he  published  in  the  Burlington  (rfcu-ftc: — 

"  Be  it  known  from  shore  to  shore, 
That  I'm  a  ]\[ethodist  no  more. 

G.  W.  Tj:as." 

A  few  years  later  he  again  joined  the  cliurch,  and  went  to 
preacliing  in  good,  square,  hard  earnest,  when  some  one  had 
it  published  : — 

"Know  ye  from  Georgia  doAvn  to  Maine, 
That  Tm  a  ^Ictliodist  again." 

And  he  has  been  faithful  and  true  since. 

David  Chance,  a  Campbellito  preacher,  as  rough  as  a  bear, 
but  a  man  of  ability,  and  great  activity  and  earnestness. 
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John  Kig,  a  farmer  near  Fort  ^Madison,  also  a  CampboHitc, 
and  M'luMi  lie  joined  llie  eluircl)  lie  was  ba])tizod  iaeo  the 
foremost,  sayiii<^  tliat  lie  never  did  any  tliini^  backwards. 
T)r.  Keynoids,  of  liloomiiiglon  (now  i>[n.scatine),  and  \)r.  AV. 
L.  Judkins,  of  Mount  l*leasant,  were  the  members  of  tlie 
House. 

This  Legisbiture  met  at  liehnont,  a  town  owned  by  Jolm 
Atchinsons,  of  G  aleiuij  111.,  a  relation  of  the  Governor.  The 
town,  what  there  Avas  of  it,  was  jnade  for  that  purpose,  and 
died  at  the  end  of  the  session,  witli  none  but  Atchinson  to 
mourn  its  loss.  The  people  of  what  is  Iowa  noAV  wanted  tlie 
Legislature  convened  at  Dubuque,  and  there  was  mucli  ill 
feeling  against  the  Governor  at  the  appointment  of  Belmont. 
There  probably  never  was  a  Legislature  met  at  any  place  with 
poorer  accommodations  than  this  Legislature  had  at  Belmont. 
The  position  of  the  locality  of  the  seat  of  government  for  the 
Territory  was  the  all  absorbing  question  with  the  Legislature. 
I.  Duane  Boty,  who  could  stand  anything  but  being  the  Gov- 
ernor of  the  Mormons  (tliat  killed  him),  represented  the  inter- 
ests of  Madison,  the  present  capital  of  AVisconsin,  then  a 
wild  wilderness,  barely  mapped  out  on  paper.  Doty  supplied 
himself  w^ith  a  full  stock  of  buffalo  robes,  and  went  around 
camping  with  the  members,  and  making  them  as  comfortable 
as  he  could,  until  he  organized  a  sullicient  vote  in  the  Legisla- 
ture to  make  Madison  the  permanent  capital,  and  Burlington 
the  temporary  capital,  and  carried  the  project  through  the 
Legislature,  much  to  the  disgust  of  Dubuque.  The  winter 
was  a  cold,  dreary  one,  and  Doty,  witli  his  buffalo  robes,  had 
been  a  real  blessing  to  the  members,  and  he  also  accommo- 
dated them  with  town  lots  in  the  new,  wild,  uninhabited  town 
of  Madison.  Lots  were  then  plenty,  no  doubt.  Each  of  the 
Des  M^oines  county  members  came  home  the  owner  of  from 
twelve  to  forty.  Other  olliclals  got  what  they  wanted.  Lots 
were  then  very  plenty  and  cheap  in  the  Territory. 

In  accordance  Avith  the  pledge  given  by  the  meinbers  from 
Des  Moiues  county  conditional  on  the  establishment  of  the 
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tein])orary  ROJit  of  government  at  Burlinc^ton,  Jerry  Smitli 
built  a  very  suitable  buiklini^-  on  l^'ront  or  Water  street,  near 
-vvbcrc  Sunderland's  inillfi.  were  afterwards  built.  'J'lie  build- 
ing at  that  day  cost  Iowa  eiglit  or  len  tliousand  dollars, 
and  was  well  adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  LegislaUnx*,  which 
met  in  liurlington  the  1st  of  "jNov.,  1837.  At  that  time  there 
were  no  railroads;  t])e  entire  carrying  trade  was  by  water  or 
wagon,  and  both  were  expensiv^e.  Early  in  the  fall  of  1837 
the  river  filled  with  lloating  ice,  but  it  was  late  in  tlie  season 
before  the  ice  blocked  so  as  to  stop  navigation.  The  result 
was,  that  each  thaw  would  bring  boats  up  from  below  uiitil 
late  in  December.  At  tliat  day  steamboats  wintered  where  they 
froze  up  along  the  shore.  Some  winters  there  would  be  a 
dozen  or  more  frozen  up  between  St.  Louis  and  Galena.  There 
was  then  great  rivalry  among  steamboat  men,  in  their  boats 
being  the  first  to  Galena  in  the  spring.  A  little  after  dark  a 
boat  came  in  one  night,  and  before  she  had  made  fast  at  shore 
some  one  on  board  sung  out  that  a  mob  at  Alton  had  killed 
the  "  Abolitionist,  Lovejoy,"  and  destroyed  his  press.  To 
this  announcement  there  was  a  cheer  of  joy  sent  up  from  the 
t;rowd  on  shore,  in  which  almost  all  joined,  and  no  man  then 
.in  that  crowd  would  have  dared  to  condemn  that  niob. 
There  were  many,  and  probably  a  majority  present  who  con- 
demned the  act  of  the  mob,  but  the  rough  ino-slavevy 
sentiments  of  the  day  over-awed  all  o].)position. 

That  same  night,  a  few  liours  later,  tlie  new  capitol  took 
fire  and  burned  down.  Tliere  was  no  insurance  on  the  build- 
ing. The  government  afterwards  paid,  or  meant  to  pay  the 
owner  for  the  building,  but  Jeremiah  Smith,  the  uncle  of  the 
OAvncr,  went  to  the  Treasury  Dcpartmet  and  signed  his  oww 
name,  and  also  the  name  of  the  ov,*ner  of  the  building,  and 
drew  the  ten  thousand  dollar  draft,  endorsed  it,  and  got  the 
money  on  it  aiul  kept  it.  I  believe  it  was  sharp  practice, 
but  he  only  signed  his  own  name,  as  he  truly  stated. 

After  the  fire  the  House  of  Representatives  met  over  the 


454 


ANNALS    OF  IOWA. 


|.IANL'Al:y, 


store  of  Wcl)bor  t^^:  Remy,  niul  llic  C'oinicil  in  ii  sni.'ill  building 
near  by. 

Tlic  winter  was  long  luul  cold,  and  the  Secretary  ran  out  of 
money  and  had  to  send  a  sleigli.  to  Milwaukee  lor  funds  ;  in 
tlic  meantime  he  borrowed  seven  or  ten  thousand  dollars  of 
Jolm  S.  ])avid.  John  was  salt  agent  Jbr  the  Ivanawha  Salt 
Company,  at  that  time,  and  salt  liad  sold  as  liigK  as  seven 
dollars  ])er  ])usliel  the  wintei-  before,  making  the  owners  of 
salt  ricli,  if  they  had  salt  enough.  Fitzpatrick  &  Co.,  of  Fort 
Madison,  had  all  the  salt  there  was  below  Skunk  lliver,  and 
farmers  along  the  I)es  jMoincs  lliver  would  club  together  and 
send  forty,  hfty,  and  sixty  miles  for  salt,  and  then  pay  seven 
dollars  per  bushel  for  it.  Very  little  salt  was  used  in  mush 
that  winter,  I  can  tell  you.  The  ice  that  winter  could  justly 
be  charged  with  putting  a  higli  tariiT  on  salt.  It  was  not 
Fitzpatrick  &  Co.,  for  they  were  botli  fi-ee  trade  democrats. 
This  was  worse  thau  the  present  tarill'. 

Tlie  Leo;islature  the  v/inter  bel'ore  had  established  the 
counties  of  Lee,  Henry,  YanBuren,  Slaugliter  (now  Washing- 
ton), Louisa,  Cedar,  and  Muscatine,  out  of  Dcs  ^[oincs,  and 
located  the  county  seat  of  Lee  at  Fort  3[adison,  Vanljuren  at 
Farmington,  Ileni-y  at  Mt.  rieasaut,  Louisa  at  Wapello,  and 
Muscatine  at  Bloomington  (now  Muscatine).  During  this 
session  there  were  active  delegations  at  Burlington,  asking 
for  a  cliange  of  county  lines  and  county  seats  in  almost  every 
county  in  the  Territory.  West  Point  in  Lcc  vras  represented  ; 
and  each  town  in  Yan  Buren  county,  from  Farmington  up  to 
Black  Ilavv'k,  had  representatives  on  liar.d  that  could  promise 
that  their  town  was  tlie  ver^/  spot  for  the  county  seat,  and 
there  was  at  least  half-a-dozcu  more  towns  then  than  novv-  on 
the  river,  in  that  distance.  F.  Cook  vras  there  urging  the 
location  of  the  county  seat  of  Scott  at  Rockingliam ;  and 
Captain  Clark,  of  I>utralo,  was  tlu-^rc  urging  tl^e  division  of 
the  county,  and  making  one  county  seat  at  Buffalo,  and  the 
other  at  Winfield,  above  Davenpoi't;  and  I  will  say  liere  that 
I  think  there  was  about  as  much  talk  with  the  outsiders,  then 


18V1.] 


Tinirj'j'OKrAL  oijcanizatiox  or  iov/a. 


455 


and  tlierc,  nt  lliat  dii}',  as  tiicre  is  now  iii  tliis  <s/(i:ii  c;i})it;il. 
A  foiir[)Ciico  III-  lliaL  t'lTiic,  v.'.'is  jnorc  tliun  a  goM  j/iccc  is  now 
with  opcriitors.  There  ]i:hl  Dicn  bceji  no  great  war  to  cx- 
])and  tlie  ])co])h)',s  niinrh  It  was  understood  even  tlicn,  at 
tJiat  day  ol  integrity,  that  a  consideration  would  lielp  to 
grease  tlie  wlieehs  of  a  county  seal,  and  nialce  them  roll  easier. 
A  bill  was  hnally  passed  changing  tlie  county  seat  of  Van 
Buren  to  Rochester,  the  county  seat  of  Muscatine  county  to 
Geneva,  and  sonic  other  changes  almost  as  bad.  The  bill  was 
so  bad  that  C4ovcrnor  Dodge  vetoed  it,  and  the  speculation 
failed,  but  not  without  some  good,  S(juare,  tall  swearing. 
During  the  consideration  of  tiio  Scott  county  subject  and 
county  scat  bill,  Quigley,  a  member  from  Dubuque  had 
Captain  Clark,  of  Buffalo,  in  that  county,  arrested  and 
brought  before  the  bar  of  the  House  for  contempt.  Chirk  was 
one  of  the  Govcrnor''s  captains  in  the  Black  Hawk  v,:ar,  a  first 
class  fighter,  and  a  great  i)et  with  the  Governor,  and  Quigley 
was  not.  When  the  Governor  heard  of  tlie  arrest  he  was  wroth 
in  the  extreme,  and  I  have  never  heard  a  liner  specimen  of 
clear,  square,  Anglo-Saxon  swearing  in  my  lif  e  than  camelruni 
the  Governor;  it  was  never  excelled  by  General  J.  33.  Brov^'n 
I  tliink,  and  that  is  saying  all  that  can  be  said  iu  its  favor  to 
an  old  settler.  Clark  was  honorably  discharged.  Old  Gov- 
ernor Dodge  was  too  honest  a  man  not  to  be  a  christian,  I 
am  sure  ';  ho  knew  nothing  of  deceit  or  deception,  but  he  al- 
ways used  Saxon  language  when  in  earnest. 

During  tiie  fall  of  1837  the  subject  of  dividing  the  Territory 
was  agitated.  The  following  notice  was  posted  in  Lec 
county.  Henry  Enos,  a  lawyer  at  Fort  Madison  was  the 
author  : 

COUNTY  :meetixg. 

A  Counly  >rocting  Avill  be  held  at  the  Louse  of  C.  L.  Cope,  in  tlic 
town  of  Fori  ^Madisou,  on  Saturday,  tlie  fcvartecntli  of  October,  next,  at 
one  o'clock,  V.  m.,  for  tlie  purpose  of  choo.^inp:  three  delegates  to  meet 
in  Convenlion  at  I3urlin.'.;lon  on  ihe  iirst  ^Monday  of  ^ovcml)cr,  next,  to 
take  into  consideration  the  expedieuey  of  petitioning  Congress  for  i\ 
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division  of  ilic  Territory  of  ^Visconsin,  and  the  or^fiinization  of  a  sepa- 
rate Territorial  Govornnient  west  of  the  MissisKippi.  Also  tho  attempt 
making  by  tlic  State  of  Missouri  to  extend  Iier  northern  boundary  line, 
and  to  call  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  necessity  of  granting  i)re- 
cmption  hnvs  to  actual  settlers,  and  for  otlier  i)uri)0ses. 
Dated  September  2;3d,  1837. 

In  pursuance  of  that  notice,  Ilcnry  Enos,  Pliilip  Viclo  (I 
think),  and  Hawkins  Taylor  were  a])poIntGcl  clelcgatcs,  Tlic 
Convention  met  at  the  time  and  ])lacG  named,  the  attendance 
was  very  full,  and  the  action  of  the  Convention  liarnionious. 
They  asked  Congress  to  organize  a  Territory  Avest  of  the 
Mississippi;  to  give  the  settlers  a  pre-emption  right  to  tlieir 
lands,  Avhicii  then  meant  give  them  two  years'  credit  in  pay- 
ing for  these  lands;  no  one  tlien  thought  of  asking  free  lands, 
as  now  ;  and  also  that  the  hoiindary  question  between  ^li.s- 
souri  and  "Wisconsin  be  seUlod.  The  Legislature,  then  in 
Session,  united  in  the  same  general  petition.  In  answer, 
Congress  that  winter  organized  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  to  date 
froni  ]\[ny  .'3d,  1 838. 

To-day  I  met  my  old  friend  Judge  Kilpatriek  of  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant. As  we  always  do,  when  we  meet,  we  talked  over  old 
times  in  Iov:a.  I  said  "  wliat  a  coutriist  between  then  and 
now."  "Yes,  a  great  change,  but  Is  it  for  the  better?''  said 
the  Judge;  "  at  that  time  every  body's  door  latch  string  was 
out;  no  need  of  locks  and  bolts  to  keep  rogues  or  your  neigh- 
bors from  coming  in.  If  you  %vanted  your  neighbor's  assist- 
ance you  got  it  and  paid  it  In  kind  when  they  needed  your 
assistance.  If  you  wanted  to  vl.'^it  your  friends  back  in  Illhi- 
ois,  Indiana,  Ohio,  or  Kentucky,  you  put  all  of  your  family  in 
your  wngon,  took  your  dog  and  gun  and  started,  and  -when 
your  visit  was  ended  you  came  bad:,  and  your  main  expense 
was  ferriage.  If  you  av anted  to  go  and  attend  to  business  ofl 
from  home,  you  got  on  your  pony  and  went,  at  an  expense  of 
about  liuy  cents  per  dny  ;  and  when  you  stopped  over  night 
you  got  something  to  eat'tliat  was  fit  to  eat.  Xow,  if  a  man 
were  to  start  off  on  a  visit  to  any  of  these  ^States  with  his 
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fa)iii)y  ])y  wagon,  lio  would  1)0  \)ul  in  an  Insane  Asylum  ;  and 
if  you  travel  you  must  travel  like  lii^litnin;^,  and  if  you  get 
anything  to  cat  you  must  get  it  running,  and  jjay  four  prices 
for  w'hat  you  get,  besides  running  the  risk  of  its  making  you 

I  Jcavc  tlic  reader  to  answer  the  Judge.  I  think  my  feelings 
are  witli  Jiinij  but  the  tiling  has  now  got  too  big  lor  us  old  fogies ; 
wc  can't  remedy  it;  Young  America  lias  got  possession.  But 
the  innovation  on  the  good  old-fashioned  siiiging  of  that  day  is 
beyond  endurance.  If  1  was  a  young  man,  and  the  man  could 
bo  found  that  llrst  invented  these  hieroglypical  crooked  mai-ks 
tliat  people  look  at  and  squeal  at  jiow,  in  i)laee  of  making 
christian  music,  such  as  the  good  old  Zion  tunes  of  that  day, 
it  would  not  go  well  with  liim.  I  thliil:  that  T  should  make 
him  squeal  and  toot  the  balance  of  his  days  to  bats  and  mice, 
as  an  audience.  T  tell  you  I  would  walk  a  long  way  to  attend 
one  of  those  old-fashioned  camp  meetings  and  hear  the  good 
old  Zion  songs  sang  as  then. 


RECOLLECTIONS  OF  THE  EARLY  SETTLEMENT  OF 
NORTH-WESTERN  IOWA. 


BY  N.  LEVEEING,  GEEEXWOODj  MI5S0UEI. 


(Contiuucd  from  pag-c  30;].) 


On  the  15tb  day  of  April,  1857,  a  party  of  real  estate 
agents,  residents  of  Sioux  City,  consisting  of  C.  E.  Jfcdgcs, 
J.  W.  Losler,  S.  IMonlgomery,  and  X.  Levering,  accompanied 
by  li.  Stalibrd,  wko  acted  in  the  capacity  of  tc-unstcr  and 
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cook,  leR  oil  a  t  our  tlironc^li  tlic  counties  of  PlyniouUi,  Sioux, 
OMirioi  and  Clny,  in  order  to  (!.vruninc  llic  lands  carefully,  ko 
lliat  tlicy  migliL  be  able  to  malce  judicious  investments  f^r 
their  customers  at  the  coming  land  sales  in  the  May  follow- 
ing, at  Sioux  City.  Fully  Cfjuipped  with  amj^lc  ])rovisjon.s 
and  cainp  equi]):ige,  they  left  Sioux  City,  taking  a  meandei'ing 
course  among  the  bluhs  of  tlic  lUg  Sioux  river  to  the  "  llrokeii 
Kettle,"  a  small  tributary  of  the  Sioux.  AVc  experienced 
much  difiiculty  in  fording  this  stream  on  account  of  its  ex- 
tremely muddy  l)anks  and  high  waters.  Jjcforc  attempting  to 
cross  Avith  the  v/agon  it  v/as  deemed  most  prudent  that  one  of 
the  company  should  first  cross  over  on  a  horse  to  feel  the 
way  ;  accordingly,  I  mounted  one  of  the  horses  and  ventured 
in.  On  arriving  at  the  opposite  bank  ]ny  animal  came  near 
miring  down,  and  in  his  vigorous  efforts  to  extricate  liimRclf 
from  the  mire  and  clay,  and  place  his  foot  on  more  reliable 
terra  firma,  he  made  a  plunge,  precipitating  me,  to  my  ovrn 
discomfiture,  full  length  in  the  mud,  to  the  great  amusement 
of  the  crowd,  who  shouted  "  bull  frog  !  "  mud  turtle  !  "  &c., 
while  I  was  forcibly  reminded  of  the  fable  of  the  boys  and 
frogs;  while  it  was  fun  for  them  it  was  death  to  me. 

"  Broken  Kettle"  received  its  name  from  the  follovfing  cir- 
cumstance :  Some  years  prior  to  the  settlement  of  the  Korth- 
AVest,  a  party  of  French  traders  met  a  band  of  the  Sioux 
Indians  on  the  banks  of  this  stream  for  the  purpose  of  trade 
and  barter,  when  they  presented  the  Indians  with  new 
camp  kettles,  where  upon  the  Indians'broke  their  old  kettles 
into  pieces,  from  which  time  the  stream  v^-as  called  "  Broken 
Kettle."  Here  we  left  the  bluffs  and  entered  the  rich  and  de- 
lightful valk'y  of  the  Big  Sioux,  a  most  charming  country.  A 
short  distance  above  the  "Broken  Kettle"  we  found  ^Mr. 
Mills,  (spoken  of  in  a  former  article)  who  had  built  a  cabin, 
and  was  opening  out  a  farm.  He  v/as  a  young  man,  short, 
heavy  set,  "  with  a  small  chance  ol  log>,"  and  remarkable  en- 
orgy.  It  was  but  a  few  years  alter  ^^'hcn  Mr.  Mills  had  a 
large  farm  opened,  and  in  a  good  state  of  cultivation.    He  had 
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living  witli  liim  nt  t]io  tiiuo  ti  Cloi-jiian  and  "wifb      tlic  name 
of  Kliiictopli,  who  ].e])l  liouso  for  liiiii.    ''.I'Jicy  liad  not  acted 
long  ill  lliis  capacity  when  little,  irreprc.ssil>lo  Cupid  drew  Iiis 
bow  witJi  ujicrriiig  aim  on  the  heart  of  Mills.    An  i)ii];ro])or 
intimacy  was  soon  the  result  between  jMilLs  and  ]\Irs.  Kline- 
toph,  which  after  a  time  became  visible  to  the  vision  of  lier 
liege  lord,  who  demurred  and  bitter]}^  remonstrated  v/ith  the 
truant  v/ifc  of  his  besom,  who  now  had  become  infatuated 
witli  her  second  love,  and  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  the  entreaties 
of  her  legal  spouse  to  quit  and  surrender  the  premises  and  re- 
turn with  him  to  Sioux  City — forget  the  past,  and  renew  their 
plighted  vows  as  when  lie  woed  and  Avon  her.    Klinctoph  re- 
turned to  Sioux  City  in  great  distress  of  niijid,  not  knowing 
v>^hat  course  to  pursue.    In  the  mean  time  tlie  guilty  pair, 
fearing  tliat  the  strong  hand  of  the  lav/  might  grnjfple  tlicm, 
came  to  Sioux  City  also.    Mrs.  Klinctoph  took  lodging  at  one 
hotel  and  Mills  at  another.    AYhile  Klinctoph  kept  an  eye  on 
their  movements  night  and  day  us  intently  as  a  lion  wateliing 
for  its  prey,  his  v/orst  conjectures  were  soon  realized.  One 
evening,  soon  after  night  had  drawn  her  sable  curtains  over 
the  face  of  nature,  and  as  tlie  gentle  moon  emerged  from  tlie 
eastern  horizon,  shedding  its  soft  rays  through  the  fleeting 
clouds,  the  injured  husband  might  be  seen  crouching  behind 
a  pile  of  vrood  near  the  hotel,  in  a  feverish  state  of  excite- 
ment, watching  the  movements  of  the  enemy,    lie  had  not 
lain  thus  intrenched  long  v,  hen  his  suspicions  v^'cre  fully  con- 
firmed on  seeing  the  enemy  cautiously  approaching  the  breast- 
works and  enter  a  back  door  of  the  hotel,  wiiicli  opened  into 
a  small  roo^n  occupied  by  the  faithless  frow.    The  feelings  of 
the  injured  husband  can  better  be  imagined  than  expressed, 
as  he  leaped  from  his  hiding  place  vrith  eyes  ilasliing  ven- 
geance, and  a  heart  panting  for  the  blood  of  his  enemy.  He 
bounded  toward  the  liouse,  muttering  to  himself  vengeance 
upon  the  destroyer  of  his  peace.    On  approacliing  tlie  house 
he  cautiously  crept  up  under  the  vv  indow,  where  he  could  dis- 
tinctly hear  the  conversation  of  the  guilty  pair,  plighting 


4C0 


|.T  A\'i;A]:y, 


vows  of  love,  etc.  I  bees  no  longer  nl)lo  t  o  stand  sneli 
t'mgs,"  said  ]v.,  as  lie  leaped  tlirojigh  llio  \vindow  witli  tlic 
fierceness  of  a  J^ciigal  tiger,  and  to  the  great  constei'nation  of 
tlic  enemy,  who  were  disrobed  for  the  niglit.  Seizing  liini  hy 
the  throjit  with  one  hand,  while  the  trnant  wife  grappled  tlie 
otlicr,  a  severe  struggle  ensued  for  a  short  time,  wlien  ^Mills 
released  Jiimself  and  bounded  out  of  tlie  door  and  down  the 
street  like  a  quarter-horse;  Ivlinetoph  wrenched  himself  from 
the  grasp  of  his  faithless  spouse,  and  was  soon  seen  in  hot 
pursuit — j\rills  leading  the  way,  with  the  extremity  of  his 
linen  fluttering  in  the  breeze,  while  his  short  legs  were  fully 
brought  into  requisition,  and  did  good  service.  Close  in  his 
rear  was  a  practical  illustration  of  the  "  flying  Dutchman." 

We  saw  them  on  tlich-  wiiuling- way, 
0!  liow  tlicy  made  their  trotters  play. 

The  race  was  kept  up  for  several  blocks.  When  turning 
a  corner  our  flying  Dutchman  was  intercepted  by  some  by- 
standers, who  enquired  into  the  cause  of  such  raci/  conduct, 
when  they  were  told  that  Mills  bees  von  dam  rascal.  He 
steals  mine  frow.  Iviil  shust  eat  him  up  and  pick  mine  teeth 
mit  his  bones."  Mills  made  a  successful  retreat,  but  was 
badly  demoralized.  Sufilce  it  to  say  that  soon  after  Klinetoph 
and  Avife  were  divorced,  when  Mills  and  the  former  Mrs.  K. 
were  married  and  returned  to  his  farm  in  Big  Sioux  Valley^ 
where  we  presume  they  still  reside. 

While  in  this  connection  we  will  state  that  Mr.  Klinetoph 
enlisted  in  one  of  the  Iowa  regiments  during  the  late  rebel- 
lion, and  was  in  the  battle  of  Blue  3Ulls,  Jackson  county,  Mis- 
souri, where  he  fought  bravely,  arid  was  severely  wounded. 
While  lying  on  the  battle  field  thus  Avounded  a  rebel  ofliccr 
on  horseback  can\e  within  range  of  his  gun,  wlien  lie  fired  up- 
on him,  killing  him  almost  instantly.  Jvlinetoph  then  crawl- 
ed up  to  him,  possessed  iiimself  of  his  side-arms,  a  gold 
watch,  some  confederate  scrip,  and  a  plug  of  tobacco.  At 
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Die  closo  of  llio  wnr  ]\q  located  at  Warrcnslnirg,  i\ris«oiiri, 
wlicrc  lic  for  BOinctiine  followed  liis  trade,  that  of  a  baker. 

]>iit  to  return  to  our  journey  uj)  the  Sioux.  The  next  day 
(the  ICth)  after  leaving  "  l^rokcn  Kettle"  ^wc  arrived  at  tlie 
conflucnec  of  Red  Itoelc  and  TWc!;  fSioux  rivers.  Passing  uj) 
the  east  "bank  of  the  former  stream  ahout  one  mile  to  a  grove 
of  timber,  ^vo  camped  for  the  night.  This  stream  derives  its 
name  from  the  faet  that  it  takes  its  rise  near  the  "  Tied 
Rock,"  Indian  pipestonc  quary,  in  Minnesota,  and  from  the 
fact  tliat  some  of  the  stone  is  found  on  its  head  waters.  The 
Indians  of  the  north-western  have  used  this  stone  for  many 
past  ages  in  making  pipes.  It  is  of  a  dark  red,  admitting  of  a 
very  fine  polish  ;  is  free  from  grit,  and  so  soft  as  to  be  cut  and 
carved  into  almost  every  conceivable  shape. 

Our  cook  spread  out  a  bountiful  supper,  and  after  faring 
sumptuously  we  gathered  around  our  camp  fire,  which  burned 
bright  and  cheerful;  our  company  equally  as  cheerful,  burning 
with  sparkling  wit  and  jokes,  we  whiled  away  the  evening  un- 
til a  late  hour,  when  we  turned  in  for  tlie  night.  The  sky 
was  clear,  the  winds  had  hushed  their  wailing  sound; — all  re- 
marking, as  we  disappeared  under  our  blankets,  A  beautiful 
night,  a  lovely  day  to-morrow  for  our  journey,  etc."  We 
were  soon  unconscious  in  the  arms  of  old  Morpheus,  and  rev- 
eled sweetly  in  the  dreaming  world  until  the  dawn  of  day, 
when  we  peeped  out  to  greet  the  morning  sun.  What  was 
our  surprise  to  find  ourselves  enveloped  m  a  mantle  of  snov^' 
about  four  inches  in  depth.  This  cool  visitor  met  with  a  cold 
reception  on  our  part.  A  cheerful  fire  soon  warmed  our  shiv- 
ering limbs;  a  warm  breakfast  replenished  the  inner  man, 
when  the  business  of  the  day  was  arranged.  It  was  agreed 
that  our  teamster  remain  in  camp,  while  the  company  take 
ditferent  directions,— carefully  examining  the  sections,  and 
return  to  the  camp  in  the  evening.  I  followed  a  section  line 
running  north,  the  others  going  east.  When  I  liad  traveled 
about  two  miles  I  came  to  a  section  corner  on  the  bank  of  the 
Red  Rock  river.    While  engaged  in  examining  the  section 
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stake,  as  I  turjiod  roinul.  I  -was  KOJiicwlial  fitartlcd  and  Rurpris- 
cd  on  seeing  an  Indian  advancing  towards  nie,  froni  a  small 
grove  near  by,  with  his  gun  cocked  and  jn-esented  at  my 
"breast.  I  liad  ]io  arms  witli  mo  more  tlian  a  walking  Btick, 
which  I  grasped  tight  in  my  hand.  I  thought  at  iir;^L  of  re- 
treating for  camp,  but  knowing  that  it  would  be  i)n})0ssible  to 
do  so  with  success,  I  hastily  resolved  in  my  own  mjnd  to 
make  the  best  of  my  situation,  and  summoning  all  my  cour- 
age, with  tlie  recollections  of  the  ^^piritLake  and  other  Indian 
massacres  crowding  upon  my  mind,  I  advanced  toward  him, 
extending  my  hand  and  saying,  "  Jloio  "  (liow  do  you  do).  lie 
halted,  looked  at  me  gruiliy.  I  advanced  still  closer,  exclaim- 
ing, /ic>?^,  hoWy'^  when  he  lowered  his  gun.  I  grasped  his 
hand  and  gave  it  a  hearty  shake,  while  lie  eyed  me  with  an 
air  of  astonishment  and  surprise,  I  had  not  more  than  grasp- 
ed his  hand  when  I  discovered  another  Indian  emerging  from 
the  same  thicket  of  brush  or  grove,  with  his  gun  in  the  same 
position  as  that  of  the  former.  I  at  once  advanced  towai'ds 
him,  extended  my  hand  and  exclaimed,  '■^lioio^  Jwv:.'^''  Ue 
seemingly  refused  my  hand  at  hrst,  but  after  eyeing  me  close- 
ly for  a  moment,  he  shook  my  hand  and  said,  where  tccpc'''' 
(tent).  I  pointed  to  the  grove  where  our  camp  vras,  and  said, 
in  timber."  He  next  enquired  hov»^  many  white  man. 
I  replied  by  throv/ing  both  hands  up,  v/itli  all  five  lingers  ex- 
tended tv/ice,  which,  after  the  Sioux  metliod  of  counting, 
would  be  twenty.  This  seemed  to  surprise  them,  the  very  ob 
ject  I  Avished  to  accomplish.  I  novr  cast  around  to  see  if  I 
could  discover  any  of  my  companions.  Looking  castvvard  I 
noticed  Bosler,  Hedge  and  Montgomery  about  one  mile  dis- 
tant, standing  on  a  bluff,  and  looking  apparently  towards  me. 
I  at  once  pointed  them  out -to  the  Indians,  who,  on  seeing 
them,  seated  themselves  on  the  ground,  and  in  a  very  emphat- 
ic manner  exclaimed:  *^  Me  good  Iiigin  ;  Dakotaii  washta" 
(Daxotah  Indian  very  good).  I  made  signs  to  my  comrades 
to  come  to  me,  which  they  quickly  did, — the  Indians  receiv- 
ing them  with  friendly  demonstrations; — very  soon  calling  to 
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their  f-uiii;iws,  who  cinci\r;od  fi'om  the  bru.sli  on  tlio  river  hank 
a  little  hclov>^  us,  v/ith  their  ])Onios  and  pappoo.ses,  aiid  contin- 
lecl  tlieir  journey  up  the  river.  Knowing  that  the  Indians 
had  killed  niany  traj)pcr.s  and  loiic  ])erso]is  that  tliey  jnet  on 
the  prairies,  I  feared  from  tlieir  conduct  when  I  first  met  them 
that  it  was  tlieir  intention  to  put  me  on  their  list  of  killed 
had  I  been  alone. 

Wc  returned  to  camp,  y.diere  avo  remained  until  next  morn- 
ing, when  wc  were  again  on  the  tramp,  going  north-east, 
toward  the  head  of  Floyd  river,  over  as  beautiful  land  as  the 
eye  of  man  ever  ref/ccd  upon.  Wc  were  soon  beyond  the 
sight  of  timber,  where  the  undulating  ])rairie  and  bending  sky 
seemed  to  blend  with  each  other. — A  fine  opening  to  locate 
land  warrants  tliouglit  we,  These  prairies  v/ill  not  be  settled 
in  our  day  and  generation.  Such  were  our  speculations  in  re- 
gard to  the  future  of  this  country;  but  hovr  short  our  vision — 
how  limited  our  ideas  of  the  progressive  west.  To-day  the 
railroad  stretches  out  its  iron  sinews  across  the  bosom  of 
those  ocean-like  ])rairies,  and  the  iron  horse  bounds  o'er  with 
lightning  speed,  bearing  with  it  the  products  of  almost  every 
clime.  Where  then  vras  seen  the  smoke  ascending  from  the 
red  man's  tcepc^  now  is  seen  curling  heavenward  the  smoke  of 
the  cabin  and  spacious  mansion  of  the  hardy  pioneer  and  in- 
dustrious husbandman;  where  then  the  Vv'ar  whoop  of  the  sav- 
age broke  the  monotony  that  reigned  around,  now  is  heard 
the  cheering  hum  of  industry;  where  then  was  heard  the  thun- 
dering tramp  of  the  wild  buiialo  in  the  chase,  and  herds  of 
elk  with  towering  horns,  now  is  hoard  the  tinkling  bell  of  the 
lowing  herds  of  cattle  of  a  thousand  hills."  Those  prai- 
ries that  then  yielded  luxurious  grass,  fragrant  flowers,  now, 
by  the  strong  hand  of  industry,  yield  fields  of  golden  grain. 
Towns  are  springing  u])  as  if  by  magic; — churches  and  school 
houses  rear  their  lofty  spires  heavenward  as  if  to  kiss  the 
murky  clouds.  The  Yankee  is  there  with  his  patents,  nos- 
trums and  notions  from  a  rat  trap  to  a  steam  mill.  Such  have 
been  the  rapid  and  gigantic  stride^,  of  enterprise  and  industry 
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in  tlio  NorLli  West  in  Iior  onward  march  to  proKpcrity  and 
greatness,  tliat  wc  refuse  to  l)elieve  when  our  optics  behold  it. 

After  traveling  a  fc^v  miles  into  O'Brien  county,  where 
there  were  no  settlers',  at  tliat  time,  we  returned  south-west- 
wardly,  nntil  v/e  again  ntruck  the  }<^loyd  river,  down  the  val- 
ley of  which  we  traveled  to  Siou.v  City,  j)assing  over  eomc 
of  the  most  fertile  and  beautiful  lands  of  the  Korth  West. 
AVc  found  but  two  settlers  in  this  valley  in  Plymouth  county, 
at  that  time, — A.  C.  Sheets  and  L.  Ilungerford,  who  were  liv- 
ing a  few  miles  south  of  wlicre  Melbourne,  the  county  seat, 
now  is.  This  ])ortion  of  the  Floj'd  Valley  Avas  soon  after  set- 
tled by  an  industrious  and  thrifty  class  of  Germans. 

A  short  time  prior  to  the  land  sales,  Sioux  City  was  crowd- 
ed with  land  sharks  and  speculators,  among  them  was  one 
John  Irvin  (commonly  known  as Old  Johnny  "),  an  Irish 
Jew.  He  was  a  man  of  lar;;c  means,  small  souled,  and  hailed 
from  Zanesville,  O.  He  made  it  a  point  to  visit  every  agent  in 
the  town,  and  by  his  suavity  of  manners  he  induced  them  to 
the  belief  that  he  was  the  possessor  of  a  very  large  amount 
of  land  warrents,  which  he  w^ould  locate  at  the  coming  sales, 
and  that  if  they  would  show  him  v/horo  the  best  locations 
were,  he  would  employ  them  to  make  all  of  his  entries.  His 
object  Avas  soon  discovered,  however,  which  was  to  secure  a 
knowledge  of  the  best  lands,  and  then  transact  his  ov\'n  busi- 
ness. Such  was  the  rush  at  the  sales  that  in  order  to  give 
all  an  equal  chance,  it  was  agreed  that  each  man  be  allow^ed 
to  enter  so  many  acres  at  a  time.  jSTow,  as  Old  Johnny  Avas 
known  to  bo  a  three  cent  specimen  of  humanity,  no  mercy 
was  shown  him;  when  his  turn  came  he  w^ould  invariably  call 
on  some  agent  to  be  so  kind  and  obliging  as  to  show  him 
where  he  could  locate  a  warrant  to  good  advantage  for  a 
friend.  He  was  almost  certain  to  be  shown  land  in  the  mid- 
dle of  a  lake,  swamp,  or  tlien  on  the  Dakota  side  of  the  Big 
Sioux  River,  which  land  then  belonged  to  the  Sioux  Indians. 
Johnny's  application  would  be  filed  for  the  entry  of  these 
lands,  the  next  man  took  his  place,  and  Johnny  would  get 
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him  IVoni  gettinr;"  but.  a  lev.'  out  of  the  inniiy  w.'ii  r.'mt.s  lie  had 
0)1  haiid  located  during  tlio  sah's.  At  the;  clbse  of  the  sah's 
Old  Johjiiiy  made  the  discovery  of  his  loss  of  a  hiindi-ed  and 
sixty  acre  land  warrant.  Some  one  has  stolon  it,  thou[.;ht  lie  ; 
accordingly  the  records  of  the  Land  Ollice  were  examijied  to 
sec  if  a  warrant  of  cori'csponding  number  had  Ix.'en  entered, 
but  not  being  found  there,  he  next  rushed  frantically  i-nto  the 
street,  hailing  every  one  he  met  >\'it]i  incjuiries  as  to  his  lost 
property.  Not  being  able  to  get  track  of  it  himself,  he  oifered 
the  veri/  liberal  reward  of  one  dollar  for  its  returii !  X o^s', 
some  of  the  graceless  wishing  to  get  rid  of  Old  ,]  ohnny,  hit 
upon  the  following  plan :  lie  was  informed  by  one  party 
that  he  had  seen  a  suspicious  looking  man  offer  to  sell  a 
liundred  and  sixty  acre  land  warrant  of  corrcs})onding  number 
to  the  one  he  (Irvin)  had  lost,  and  that  the  party  having  such 
warrant  was  stopping  at  the  Ilagy  House.  (In  the  meantime 
one  Charles  Murphy  had  entered  a  fictitious  name  on  the 
hotel  register  for  the  occasion.)  Mr.  Murphy  now  told  Old 
Johnny  that  he  would  remember  the  name  of  the  supposed 
thief  should  he  hear  it,  but  could  not  then  call  it  to  mind. 
"Go  with  me  to  the  hotel,  and  see  if  we  can  iind  his  name  on 
"the  register,"  said  Old  Johnny.  "  FU  do  it,"  said  Murphy. 
They  were  soon  at  the  hotel,  Avlierc  Murphy  carefully  exam- 
ined the  register,  and  pointed  out  the  fictitious  name  as  being 
that  of  the  thief.  Old  Johnny  ^v'as  now  hot  on  the  track  ; 
when  after  searching  the  town  carefully  for  the  supposed 
thief,  he  w^as  informed  by  John  llagy,  the  proprietor  of  the 
hotel  (who  had  been  let  into  the  Joke)  that  tlic  thief  had  just 
left  for  St.  James,  in  Xebraska.  about  twenty  miles  up  the 
river.  Old  Johnny  was  soon  calling  lustily  and  m  a  very 
excited  manner  to  the  ferryman,  wlio  was  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river,  to  ferry  him  over,  which  was  done,  and  tlie 
pursuer  a  very  corpulent  man  with  coat  on  arm,  collar  o[>eii 
and  hat  thrown  back,  was  soon  seen  making  r[ipid  strides  up 
the  river.    Before  arriving  at  Si.  James,  he  was  informed  that 
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the  BU[>po.sc'(l  thief  v/ns  seoii  oji  liis  wny  tlo\'/ii  the  river  to 
OniJiha;  iiceordinf^ly  lie  wheeled  iiIk^uL  aiu]  started  on  a  fresh 
track,  and  when  last  heard  from  our  oleaj^iiioiis  frieud  was 
bending  his  steps  toward  Omalia  one  Kultry  day  in  tlie  latter 
part  of  i^^ay,  blowin;^  lik(^  a  windbroken  hor?  e,  but  w  ith  as 
much  tenacity  of  purpose  as  when  he  fii-st  set  out  oji  the 
phantom  chase. 

In  June  following  the  land  sales  at  Sioux  City  a  company 
of  restless,  pioneering  spirits,  fond  of  adventure  and  anxious 
to  acquire  a  foothold  to  the  then  prospectively  important 
territory  of  Dakota,  to  which  the  Indian  title  was  not  yet  ex- 
tinguished, but  for  which  negotiations  were  then  pending 
betwecu  the  Government  and  the  Indians,  left  Sioux  City  on 
a  prospecting  tour  in  the  southern  part  of  the  Territory.  The 
part}^  consisted  of  N.  W.  Putnam — a  lineal  descendant  of  Gen. 
Putnam  of  Revolutionary  fame,  I.  C.  Purber,  A.  Hartshorn, 
11.  Fcro,  and  11.  Elliott,  all  residents  of  Sioux  City ;  they 
were  well  prepared  for  the  trip,  having  two  wagons  and  four 
yoke  of  cattle,  with  such  other  necessaries  as  are  requisite  on  a 
trip  of  the  kind.  When  they  arrived  at  an  Indian  tov^-n  not 
far  from  where  Yankton,  the  present  capital  of  the  Territory, 
now  stands,  tliey  left  their  cattle  a  short  distance  (a  mile 
perhaps)  from  the  Indians'  corn-fields,  and  tov;n,  v.'hich  was 
mostly  deserted,  as  the  Indians  were  out  on  a  hunt,  and  went 
on  loot  to  the  spot  where  Yankton  is  now  located,  and  to 
some  other  points  above.  They  did  not  return  until  next  day 
about  noon,  when  they  found  that  their  cattle  had  been  into 
the  Indians^  corn-fields  and  done  a  vast  amount  of  damage  ; 
they  were  informed  by  an  old  Indian  named  *'Keg,"  who 
claimed  to  be  a  warm  friend  of  the  white  man,  that  some  of 
the  Indians  were  coming  in  from  their  hunt  and  it  would  be 
at  their  peril  to  remain  longer.  They  hastily  yoked  up  their 
cattle,  and  took  the  shortest  route  ])ossible  for  Iowa  ;  their 
direction  led  them  close  to  the  Bluiis,  norlli  of  the  road 
usually  travelled;  they  had  not  proceeded  far  on  their  way 
when  they  discovorcd  a  party  o|  Indians  in  hot  pursuit  on  the 


ISTl.]    KAi;7A'  .sl:'n'^.K.^^]:xT  or  xrnnn-WT' STKii.v  k>wa.       4  07 

lower  road.  'I'lioir  oljjoci  was  soon  diviiicd  Ly  the  parly 
whicli  w:is  to  iutcixicpt  their  crossijij^  at  tlic:  Sioux  ITivc-r. 
The  l)arty  now  puslied  their  teams  to  their  ulinost  Hjiced, 
eacli  taking  his  turn  in  bolal^oring  th(!  ))onr  Ijrutes.  After 
travelling  ahout  thirty  miles  their  teams  were  much  j.aded 
aiid  worn  down;  they  stopped  a  i^hoit  time  to  allow  tlieir 
cattle  to  rccupei'ate  their  failing  strength,  when  they  again 
set  out  on  their  retreat,  an-iving  iii  a  ])oint,  the  noxt  evening 
on  the  Sioux  ri^'el•,  four  or  five  miles  al)0\'e  the  erossinir, 
where  the  Indians  "svere  lying  in  Avait  Tor  them.  They  at  once 
set  about  hastily  to  construct  a  raft,  on  which  to  cross  their 
wagons;  they  comj^elled  their  cattle  to  sv.-im  the  river.  As 
their  raft  was  about  midway  in  the  river  they  heard  the 
demoniac  yells  of  the  savages  who  were  chargin/^  u])on  thera, 
seemingly  v/ith  a  determination  of  possessing  their  scalps. 
When  the  savages  arrived  on  the  oi>])Osite  bank  of  the  river 
the  party  had  landed  on  the  Iowa  side  and  secured  their  raft 
to  a  tree.  The  Indians  fired  upon  them  as  they  retreated  to 
tlie  blufts  with  their  cattle,  out  of  sight  and  range  of  the 
enemy's  fire,  watching  the  movements  of  the  savages,  who 
deemed  it  unsafe  to  cross  over  but  soon  after  left,  when  under 
the  cover  of  night  our  adventurers  hitched  on  to  their  wagons, 
drew  them  asliore,  and  in  due  time  arrived  at  Sioux  City  with 
scalps  unimpaired  and  their  phick  thoroughly  tested. 

[to  r,K  COMTINURD.] 
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The  Stale  Historical  Society  of  Iowa  hokl  tlioir  Fifteenth 
AuiuK-il  jNleeting,  for  the  election  of  oHieei'S',  at  tlie  Council 
Clianiber,  in  Iowa  Oil}-,  on  thu  eveniiig  of  Ocloher  IStli,  1C70. 
The  President,  lion.  ^Villiain  G.  Ilainmond,  in  the  clKiir. 

'Tlie  minutes  of  the  previous  Annual  Meeting  were  read  hy 
the  llecording  Secretary,  Capt.  "William  C.  (Jaston,  and  ap- 
proved. 

Tlie  Corresponding  Secretary  read  the  Keport  of  tlie  lioard 
of  Curators,  wliicli  was  received  and  adopted. 

Tlie  following  named  gentlemen  were  elected  ofiicers  for 
tlie  ensuing  year : 

President — lion.  William* G.  Hammond. 

Vice-Presidents  —  Rev.  William  Emonds,  Dr.  W^illiam 
Vogt,  Hon.  George  G.  Wright,  Capt.  J.  A.  S.  Tice,  and  N. 
H.  Brainerd,  Esq. 

Recording  Secretary — Capt.  W''illiam  C.  Gaston. 

Corresponding  Secretary — E.  Lloyd. 

Treasurer— Prof.  11.  S.  Welton. 

Librarian — Silas  Foster,  Esq. 

Members  of  the  board  of  Curators  for  two  years — Capt. 
Thomas  M.  Banbury,  George  G.  Cornell,  Esq.,  3r.  W.  Davis, 
Esq.,  George  Vi.  Dodder,  Esq.,  Gen.  Harvey  Graham,  David 
Griiliths,  Esq.,  Hon.  F.  IL  Lee,  James  Lee,  Esq.,  and  Charles 
Lewis,  Esq. 

After  the  transaction  of  other  business  the  Society  ad- 
journed. 
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The  contraction  in  the  si/c  of  the  Annals  from  one  Imndrcd 
to  eighty  pages — a  temporary  measure  very  reluctantly  re- 
solved on  by  the  Board  of  Curators  for  impei  ative  pecuniary 
reasons — has  crowded  out  several  interesting  papers  wljicli 
will  appear  in  the  next  issue,  and  tlic  unavoidable  delays  (for 
which  no  one  is  to  blame' unless  perliaps  the  Editor)  incidcjit 
to  a  change  of  publishers  have  defei-red  the  appearance  of  the 
present  number  somewhat  after  the  time  it  was  due. 

We  confidently  hope  that  next  year  the  Society  will  be 
able  to  restore  the  Annals  to  its  late  size,  and  that  this  is  the 
last  time  we  shall  have  to  apologize,  in  the  capacity  of  Edit- 
or, for  being  late. 

•  •<>•  

HISTORICAL  LECTURE. 


The  Hon.  Charles  Negus,  of  Fairfield,  on  the  evening  of 
January  27th,  in  the  Cliapel  of  the  State  University,  at  Iowa 
City,  delivered  an  entertaining  and  instructive  lecture  before 
the  State  Historical  Society  and  the  public  on  The  Indians 
oflozva^'^^  in  response  to  an  invitation  from  the  Historical 
Society. 

The  lecturer  was  introduced  to  the  large  and  critical  audi- 
ence of  ladies  and  gentlemen  that  filled  the  Hall  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Society,  the  Hon.  "William  G.  Hammond,  who 
took  occasion  to  congratulate  tlie  Society  on  the  happy  event, 
and  to  augur  auspiciously  from  it  for  the  future. 

Although  the  subject  chosen  by  the  learned  orator  is  not 
one  calculated  to  enchain  the  attention  of  a  promiscuous  as- 
semblage, yet  on  this  occasion  the  attention  given  was  mark- 
ed, and  the  satisfaction  expressed  general. 

This  is  the  third  public  lecture  which  has  been  elicited  by 
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the  nistorical  Society,  UiC  first  liavlii;.^  Ix-cii  dulivciod  l>y  tlie 
Hoii.  Ilirain  Pricn,  of  Davenport,  and  tlio  socoiid  liy  thf  Uov. 
Dr.  George  F.  ]\Iagouii,  or.CJriiincl],  ;iud  it  is  to  Im;  1ioj)C(1  and 
cxpcctod  tliat  a  practice  so  liappily  re-ijuiuguratcd  will  be  re- 
peated at  sliorter  intervals,  and  by  ispeakers  equally  able  and 
learned  as  those  mentioned. 




GRATITUDE  AND  CONSISTENCY. 


The  Editor  of  the  Historical  ^lagazinc,"  in  a  recent  num- 
ber of  his  periodical,  makes  a  gratuitous  attack  on  the  Stale 
Historical  Society  of  Iowa — saying  in  effect  that  it  costs  more 
than  it  comes  to,  recommending  the  State  Goverunu^it  to 
withold  its  encouragement  and  support  from  it,  and  finally 
adding  oracularly  that  it  does  not  belong  to  tlic  State  of  Iowa 
to  2>ay  for  editing  and  publishing  a  magazine  on  any  subject. 

We  make  bold  to  inform  the  ill-natured  Oracle  of  Morris- 
ania  that  the  Annals  of  Iowa,  which  it  would  seem  is  in  some 
manner  or  other  in  his  way,  and  vvhich  he  would  liave  our 
Legislature  discontinue  at  its  next  session  so  that  his  Maga- 
zine may  take  its  place,  is  self-supporting,  and  that  his  oth- 
er comments  on  our  Historical  Society  are  based  on  equally 
false  premises  as  those  which  allege  the  Annals  to  be  a  bur- 
den to  the  Iowa  tax  payer,  or  in  any  way  subject  to  the  ca- 
price of  the  Legislature  or  Executive ;  and.  also  that  neither 
the  people  of  Iowa  nor  their  Legislature  are  in  the  habit  of 
going  so  far  away  from  home  for  advice  as  to  the  suburban 
hamlet  of  Morris  ania. 

When  we  add  that  this  gabbling  Editor,  whose  lofty  his- 
torical, name  is  Daicson^  (which  might  well  be  shortened  to 
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DoAOy  since  like  tlKit  ])ird  his  wcakncns  Rocmn  to  he  for  r?/.i;?5  '  ), 
acknoAv] edged  in  writing  ljut  a  cou])]e  of  niontlis  l)efore  liis 
nonsenHO  was  ])ublis]ied,  liis  indeljtcdness  to  our  IliRtorical 
Society  for  data  furnished  liim  in  volumes  worth  many  dol- 
lars, wliicli  lie  had  been  inellectually  seeking  ihrough  other 
sources  for  years,  and  that  the  only  i-eturn  he  has  raado  us  is 
a  few  odd  numbers  of  his  Magazine,  including  the  one  con- 
taining his  sinister  attack,  his  consistency  and  sense  of  obli- 
gation will  at  once  be  manifest. 


BIOGRAPHIES  AND  PORTRAITS. 


We  shall  publish  in  the  April  nu^nber  of  the  Annals  a  short 
sketch  of  the  life  of  the  late  Rev.  G.  D.  A.  Ilebard,  whose  death 
occurred  at  Oskaloosa  last  December.  Mr.  Ilebard  was  a 
member,  and  at  one  time  an  efficient  ofhcer  of  the  Historical 
Society,  and  took  great  interest  in  its  prosperity. 

We  hope  to  be  able  to  present  to  our  readers  during  the 
current  year  memoirs  and  possibly  portraits  of  the  late  John 
Chambers  and  James  Clark,  the  second  and  third  Territorial 
Governors  of  Iowa.  If  we  succeed  we  shall  be  indebted  to 
the  Hon.  Hawkins  Taylor  aiul  the  sons  of  Gov.  Chambers  for 
what  pertains  to  the  one,  and  to  Gen.  A.  C.  Dodge  for  what 
relates  to  the  other,  and  shall  feel  that  we  have  accomplished 
something  worthy  of  commendation  in  being  instru- 
mental in  placii  g  in  an  enduring  and  accessible  form 
the  main  facts  in  tlie  lives  of  such  important  personn^cs 
in  the  history  of  Iowa  as  her  three  Territorial  Governors, — 


*  Old  lowers  and  raiin  arc  fAvoritc  reports  of  the  Jackdaw.— Sec  works  on 
OrnUliology. 
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LucHS,  C]j:mil)crs  ruid  Clark- — riiid  fshail  llioii  be  rcndy  to  be- 
gin on  tlic  ^^tute  (rovornors  of  lov;a. 

In  tlic  next  issue  we  Fliall  furnish  our  ])atrons  with  tlie  like- 
ness and  an  accompanying  sketch  of  the  life  of  one  of  lov/a'c 
most  devoted  liistorians,  the  Hon.  Charles  Xcgus,  of  l^'airficld, 
who  has  collected  and  written  more  of  the  early  history  of 
Iowa  than  any  other  2)erso]i,  and  we  Bhall  be  gratified  to  em- 
bellish the  Annals  with  his  portrait,  not  only  on  account  of 
liis  good  looks,  but  also  because  of  his  good  works. 

The  portrait  which  adorns  this  number  is  a  faithful  likeness 
of  Col.  John  A.  Garrett,  of  Newton,  and  that  it  is  worthy  a 
place  in  our  pages  let  none  deny  after  reading  the  sketch  of 
his  life,  so  well  written  by  his  townsman,  Mr.  A.  K.  Campbell. 
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BY  CUARLES  NEGUS. 


(Continued  from  page  40-i.) 

About  the  cominencement  of  the  year  181:3  there  was  one 
of  the  hardest  times  in  the  money  market  that  had  ever  been 
known  in  the  west.  All  the  Illinois,  and  a  great  portion  of 
the  other  western,  bank  notes  had  gone  out  of  circulation  ; 
land  and  everything  else  had  gone  down  in  value  to  almost 
nominal  prices ;  corn  and  oats  could  be  bought  at  from  six  to 
ten  cents  per  bushel,  pork  at  a  dollar  a  hundred,  and  the  best 
kind  of  horses  the  farmers  could  raise  would  only  bring  from 
fifty  to  sixt}^  dollars. 

Most  everybody  was  in  debt,  and  the  sheriff  and  constable, 
with  a  legal  process,  trying  to  collect  a  debt,  were  frequent 
visitors  at  almost  every  man's  door,  and  much  property  was 
sold  on  execution,  at  very  reduced  prices. 

To  try  to  alleviate  the  general  linancial  distress  of  the  ter- 
ritory was  the  principal  subject  which  occupied  the  attention 
of  the  legislature  at  that  time.  To  accomplish  this,  there  was 
passed  what  was  commonly  known  as  the  "  valuation  law." 
This  law  provided  that,  when  an  execution  w^as  issued,  the 
officer  should  levy  upon  such  property  as  the  defendant  might 
direct.  If  the  defendant  turned  out  real  estate,  the  olliccr 
was  required  to  call  an  inquest  of  three  disinterested  men 
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liaviiif^  tlio  qiuilific'ilious  oi"  jurors,  wlio  were  to  vnlue  tlie  land 
under  oatli,  iind  ifllio  land  did  not  sell  lor  two-lliirds  oi'  its 
appraised  value,  tlu;n  ilie  slierid"  was  to  (.ilier  it  to  tlu^  plainlifr, 
and  ii' he  woidd  not  take  it  at  tliis  \  aluation,  then  there  was 
to  bo  no  sale,  and  tlu^  land  eoiild  not  1)0  otVered  aL';ain  tor 
twelve  months,  only  at  the  cost  ol'tlie  ])l;ii)itiir,  nnle-^,  when 
offered,  it  slionld  hring"  more  tlian  two-thirds  of  its  vahie.  Jn 
relation  to  personal  }n-o])erty,  the  (^hicer  was  to  select  two  dis- 
interested persons,  who,  w^ith  himsc;!!',  were  to  appraise  the 
property,  and,  if  it  did  not  sell  for  two-thirds  of  its  value,  tlicn 
he  was  to  olfei-  it  to  the  plaintiff,  and  if  lie  did  not  take  it  at 
two-tln'rds  of  its  value,  then  there  was  no  sale,  and  the  ])rop- 
erty  could  not  be  oifered  again  for  six  months,  unless  at  the 
cost  of  the  plaintiff.  This  law  worked  a  relief  to  the  debtor, 
and  but  few  debts  were  collected  by  distress  of  property. 

At  this  session  of  the  legislature,  there  was  a  law  passed, 
called  *'  an  act  to  prevent  certain  immoral  practises,"  which 
was  commonly  known  as  the  Sunday  law.  This  act  provided 
that,  if  any  one  should  be  found  on  the  lirst  day  of  the  week, 
commonly  called  Sunday,  rioting,  quan-eling,  fishing,  shout- 
ing, or  at  common  laboi*,  or  if  any  grocery-keeper  should  sell 
any  spirituous  liquor  on  that  day,  or  if  any  person  should 
curse,  damn,  or  profanely  swear  in  any  court  of  justice,  or 
within  the  hearing  of  any  religious  assembly,  he  should  be 
fined  for  the  same.  This  law^,  among  the  new  settlers  of  Iowa, 
met  with  a  good  deal  of  opposition,  and  was  much  discussed 
among  the  people,  and,  in  some  places,  was  a  political  issue 
at  the  next  election.  This  act,  though  it  remained  as  the  law 
for  years,  was  a  dead  letter  on  the  statute  book,  for  no  one 
thought  proper  to  enforce  it. 

This  winter  the  legislature  undertook  a  revision  of  the 
statutes,  and  got  np  a  code  of  laws  generally  known  as  the 
"Blue  Book."  They  made  some  very  material  changes  in 
the  laws,  and  most  of  the  acts  provided  that  they  should  take 
effect  from  and  after  their  passage.  It  was  made  the  duty  of 
the  secretary  to  take  charge  of  their  publication  and  distribu- 
tion.   Stull,  who  was  then  secretary,  undertook  the  work,  but, 
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before  lie  liad  completed  it,  wa:^  turned  out  of  oflice,  nnd  S. 
J.  .l^iirr  appointed  in  his  ])Jaee.  Stiill,  bein^';  very  niiieli  in- 
censed at  being  depi'ived  ol'  bis  ofbce,  immediately  abandcjju.'d 
the  superintending  of  j)nblisliinii:  and  di.^tribnting  the  laws, 
and  left  tbe  business  in  sueb  a  condition  ibat  it  was  vei'y  dif- 
ficult to  readily  proceed  with  the  work.  On  account  of  this 
interruption,  the  laws  were  not  ready  for  distribution  till  late 
tbe  next  fall,  and  the  people  were  from  six  to  nine  months 
witli  scarcely  any  one  knowing  what  tbe  laws  were.  This 
delay  caused  tbe  clause  to  bo  inserted  in  tbe  constitution, 
soon  after  framed,  which  })rovided  that  no  laws  of  a  public 
nature  should  take  effect  until  tbe  same  were  published  and 
circulated  in  the  several  counties  by  authority. 

On  the  Ttb  of  February,  .18-15,  there  was  an  act  passed  de- 
fining the  boundaries  of  tbe  counties  of  Davis,  Appanoose, 
Wapello,  Kiskekosh  (now  Monroe\  Keokuk,  Fovre.-hiek, 
Elackhawk,  Iowa,  Tama,  and  Maliaska.  This  act  authorized 
tbe  governor  to  appoint  justices  of  the  peace  in  the  new  coun- 
ties, who,  when  they  were  qualified,  bad  the  power  to  appoint 
constables. 

During  tbe  time  of  liolding  the  treaty  with  tbe  Sacs  and 
Foxes,  in  1842,  there  was  kept  at  their  agency  a  company  of 
United  States  dragoons,  under  command  of  Capt.  J.  Allen. 
After  the  close  of  this  treaty,  when  tbe  Indians  had  dispersed, 
this  force  was  stationed  on  the  Des  Moines  river.  al)0ut  three 
miles  below  Ottumwa,  at  the  point  where  Wm.  Phelps  kept 
his  trading-house.  This  was  done  for  tbe  purpose  of  quelling 
any  disturbance  that  might  occur  among  the  Indians,  and  to 
keep  the  whites  from  intruding  upon  their  rights,  by  settling 
upon  the  new  purchase  before  the  stipulated  time.  The  gov- 
ernment permitted  persons  to  travel  through  the  countrj^,  but 
did  not  allow  them  to  make  settlements.  The  region  of  the 
Des  Moines  valley  seemed  to  be  tlie  most  attracti\  e,  and  in 
this  part  of  the  territory  the  services  of  the  dragoons  were  re- 
quired in  several  instances,  to  expel  the  whites  from  the  In- 
dian country.  Such  was  the  anxiety  to  settle  on  the  new  pur- 
chase, that  every  imaginable  scheme  was  resorted  to  for  gain- 
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ing  admission  l)y  permits,  as  an  appendatre  to  tlio  Indian 
agency,  to  the  tniding-hoiises,  or  for  some  other  pur]>ose,  bo 
as  to  make  a  settlement  on  some  clioice  s})Ot  over  the  lino. 
The  constant  ap])]ications  of  this  character  to  (.apt.  John 
Beach,  the  Indian  agent,  became  to  liim  a  sonrcc  of  g)'oat 
annoyance,  and  because  he  did  not  swerve  from  a  strict  conrse 
of  dut}^,  there  was  mnch  fanlt  found  with  him  as  an  olHcer. 
Some  a])plied  to  the  Indian  chiefs,  and  obtained  permission 
from  them  to  njake  settlements,  marked  ofl' their  clainjs,  and 
commenced  to  build  cabijjs,  and  would  not  leave  till  they 
were  driven  away  by  the  dragoons.  Ijcach  vvas  constantly  on 
the  look-out,  to  prevent  these  intrusions,  and  for  several  weeks 
before  the  first  of  May  kept  parties  of  dragoons  traveling  up 
and  down  the  boundar}^  line,  in  order,  as  far  as  possible,  to 
maintain  good  i'aith  with  the  Indians. 

These  precautions  on  the  part  of  the  agent  greatly  increased 
the  anxiety  to  get  possession  of  the  country,  and  there  were 
serious  apprehensions  that  there  might  be  an  organized  oppo- 
sition sufficient  to  overrun  the  martial  law  attempted  to  be 
enforced  by  the  United  States  troops;  but  those  anxious  to 
settle  the  new  country,  on  proper  reflection,  thought  it  best 
to  submit  to  these  regulations,  and  abide  their  time ;  for  it 
was  generally  understood  that  any  claim  which  was  marked 
off  before  the  whites  were  permitted  to  settle  the  country 
would  not  be  held  valid  under  the  claim  laws. 

Great  preparations  were  made  to  be  ready  to  move  on  to 
the  new  purchase  on  the  first  day  of  i\[ay— -a  day  famous  in 
the  recollections  of  many  of  the  first  settlers  of  Iowa.  For 
several  weeks  previous  large  numbers  traveled  through  the 
new  purchase,  selecting  sites  for  claims,  and  before  the  first 
day  of  May  many  moved  their  families  and  stock  to  the 
boundary  line  and  camped,  so  that,  when  they  were  permitted, 
tliey  would  lose  no  time  in  taking  possession  of  the  spots  se- 
lected for  their  honics.  It  was  understood  that,  by  the  claim 
laws,  the  person  who  first  marked  out  a  claim  after  the  whites 
were  permitted  to  settle  the  country,  would  secure  the  title  to 
it.    And,  for  this  purpose,  many  individuals  hired  persons  to 
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stand  at  tlie  cornorp,  ol'llicir  KclcctcMl  land,  wlio,  asHoon  as  tlie 
hour  of  twelvo  at  nii^lit  arrived,  iminodiatcly  proceeded  by 
torcli  li^lit  to  inark  out  tlie  boinidaiies  of  tlieir  claims.  At 
many  places  they  made  arraii^eijients  to  fii'C  signal  ^inis,  so 
that  the  men  stationed  at  the  difl'eront  corners  would  know  the 
precise  moment  M'})en  to  start.  In  tliis  way  inany  indi\'idualSj 
at  the  dead  hour  of  niglit,  acquired  large  and  valjial)lc  pos- 
sessions. 

The  scramble  among  tlie  settlers  for  the  choice  places  oii 
the  public  domains  produced  many  conliicting  interests,  and 
for  a  while  there  was  a  great  deal  of  litigation  about  settlers' 
rights  under  the  claim  laws. 

This  tract  of  country,  which  had  been  for  centuries  occu])ied 
as  the  hunting  grounds  of  the  Indians,  and  none  of  it  owned 
by  whites  on  the  last  day  of  April,  before  night  of  the  lirst 
day  of  May  was  occupied  by  thousands  possessed  of  the  hab- 
its and  implements  of  civilized  life,  who  immediately  pro- 
ceeded to  build  houses  and  open  farms,  and  by  their  industry 
soon  provided  for  themselves  comfortable  homes,  and  most  of 
them  that  season  raised  on  their  new  lands  sufficient  provis- 
ions for  the  coming  winter. 

As  soon  as  the  whites  took  possession  of  these  lands,  the 
Indians  moved  farther  west,  and  located  their  principal  vil- 
lage near  the  Eaccoon  fork  of  the  Des  Moines  river.  The 
United  States,  near  the  point  where  these  two  rivers  unite, 
put  up  barracks  and  other  requisite  buildings  and  works  nec- 
essary for  a  fort,  and  the  company  of  dragoons  which  had 
been  stationed  at  Phelps's  trading-house  the  previous  winter 
was  removed  to  this  point,  which  was  called  Fort  Des  Moines, 
which  name  was  given  to  the  town  subsequently  laid  out  at 
this  place.  Several  persons,  as  appendages  to  the  army  and 
Indian  agency,  were  permitted  to  settle  about  the  fort,  and 
acquired  possessions  there,  which  subsequently  proved  very 
valuable. 

During  that  season  the  nearest  post  office  to  that  point  was 
Fairfield,  and  the  soldiers  came  to  this  pLacc  regularly  twice 
a  week  to  get  their  mail. 
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The  fort  \\'as  ;il)Oiit  thirty  niilcH  from  th(!  hoiindai'}'  ]\no^ 
and,  as  no  one  could  scLLh;  iu  this  country  for  tin  (mj  year.-  with- 
out a  special  ])erniit  IVoni  some  i;(jvei-nniont  oflicei*,  thei-e  was 
no  settlement  betw^oen  the  boundai'y  line  and  fort.  The  ^^ov- 
erinnent,  ex))ectin^  to  keep  up  a  <rarrison  at  that  point  so  ]on<^ 
as  tlie  Indians  j-emained  on  their  former  Iiuntin^';  <i;roun(ls,  and 
findintj::  it  very  inconvenient  for  their  sokliers  and  tliose  in 
their  employ  to  travel  that,  distance  without  stopping  for  re- 
freshments, made  the  proposition  to  Thomas  and  Henry 
Mitchell,  ])rominent  citizens  of  Jeffei'son  county,  to  go  up  and 
erect  a  house  for  ])ul)lic  entertainment,  a1)0ut  half-way  between 
llic  garrison  and  the  settlements,  which  was  accepted.  The 
Mitchells  selected  a  choice  location  on  which  to  build  the 
necessary  liouses  and  stables,  and  they  soon  became  exten- 
sively known  as  popular  landlords,  and,  improving  this  oppor- 
tunity in  securing  title  to  lands,  they  laid  the  foundation  by 
which  they  subsequently  became  wealthy. 

The  legislature,  which  met  on  the  first  Monday  of  Decem- 
ber, 1843,  passed  no  bills  till  January.  One  of  the  first  acts 
of  this  legislature  was  to  change  the  time  of  holding  the  gen- 
eral election  from  the  first  Monday  in  August  to  the  iirst  Alon- 
day  in  October,  but  there  was  but  one  election  held  under 
this  law  till  it  was  repealed.  This  legislature  also  made  pro- 
visions for  taking  the  census  of  the  territory,  in  May,  and  for 
an  extra  session  of  their  body  on  the  sixteenth  of  the  next 
June,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  new  apportionment  of  the 
representatives.  Acts  were  also  passed  this  winter  for  organ- 
izing the  counties  of  Keokuk,  Mahaska,  T7apello.  and  Davis, 
making  provisions  that  after  the  first  of  March,  1844,  these 
counties  should  have  all  the  privileges  of  other  counties  of  the 
territory. 

On  the  twelfth  of  February,  1814,  the  legislature  passed  an 
act  for  the  purpose  of  letting  the  people  have  another  oppor- 
tunity to  vote  on  the  question  of  becoming  a  state.  This  act 
made  provisions  that  at  the  next  April  election  the  judges  of 
the  election  should  ask  each  qualified  elector,  as  he  approached 
the  polls,  whether  he  was  "  in  favor  or  against  a  convention 
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to  i'orni  a  stjite  coiislUnl ion,"  to  wliich  tlie  clootoj*  wuh  to 
answer  convcnlion,"  or  "  no  conN  ontif)!!."  Aud  il"  it  was 
found  that  there  ^vas  a -majority  ol"  all  the  voters  in  tin;  ter- 
ritory in  j'tivor  of  a  eonvention,  lljcn  at  the  next  Ani^ust  elec- 
tion dcleii^-ates  wvra  to  Ixi  eleetc-d.  This  act  in;i<le  ])rovision 
for  seventy  members,  but  the  legishitiii  e  at  tlieii*  extra  ses- 
sion, in  June,  added  three  more  to  the  number,  i!;iyin£:^  some 
of  the  new  counties  an  increased  iiumber,  wlio  wei'e  to  be 
citizens  of  ilie  United  States,  and  to  liave  resided  six  inontlis 
in  the  territor}^  previous  to  the  election. 

The  convention  v/as  to  meet  at  Iowa  City  on  tlie  first  Mon- 
day of  the  next  October,  and  form  a  constitution,  whicli  was 
to  be  submitted  to  the  vote  of  tlie  peoj^le  at  the  next  April 
election,  lor  them  to  ratify  or  reject.  The  vote  at  the  April 
election  was  largely  in  favor  of  a  convention,  and  a  proclama- 
tion was  issued  for  electing  members  at  the  August  election. 

At  this  time  the  expenses  of  the  territory  had  been  more 
than  the  appropriations  made  by  congress,  and  there  was  quite 
a  large  debt  hanging  over  the  territorial  government,  with  no 
means  to  pay.  At  the  extra  session  of  the  legislature,  in 
June,  there  was  an  act  passed  making  provisions  that  if  coii- 
gress  would  transfer  the  appropriations  made  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  tlie  legislature  for  the  ensuing  year,  so  that  it 
might  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  debts  already  accrued, 
and  the  overplus,  if  any,  to  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of 
the  convention  which  was  to  form  the  constitution,  that  the 
annual  election  for  the  ensuing  year  for  members  of  the  leg- 
islature was  to  be  siispended.  But  if  congress  should  not 
transfer  the  appropriation,  then  the  election  for  members  was 
to  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  of  the  next  April,  and  the  leg- 
islature was  to  hold  its  annual  session  on  the  tirst  Monday  of 
the  following  May  ;  so  that,  by  the  provisions  of  this  act,  the 
legislature  was  not  in  session  during  the  winter  after  the  form- 
ing of  the  lirst  constitution. 

The  members  of  the  convention  were  elected  at  the  August 
election,  and  convened  at  Iowa  City  at  the  stated  time,  and 
organized  their  body  by  electing  Siie})herd  LelHer  president, 
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luid  Gcoi'p;e  S.  1 1  ;i)n])t;oii  eccrcl.'iry  ;  mid  an  tlu^  first  orXovoui- 
ber  closed  their  luboi's. 

This  coiistilutioii  lixed  the  l)Ouii(laries  of  the  slate  nsbe<^in- 
iiiiig  ill  tlic  middle  of  the  iiinin  eliaiinel  of  the  ]\Iississij>pi 
river,  opposite  the  mouth  of  tlie  l)es  J\Ioiiies  river,  thence  up 
the  Des  j\Loines  river  to  a  point  wlioi-e  it  is  intersected  by  the 
old  Indian  boundary  between  Missouri  and  the  Indian  coun- 
try, thence  west  on  a  parallel  of  said  line  to  the  Missouri  river, 
thence  up  that  river  to  the  mouth  of  the  Sioux  river,  thence 
on  a  direct  line  to  the  St.  Peter  river  where  the  Watonwan 
intersects  the  same,  thence  down  the  St.  Peter  river  to  the 
Mississippi,  thence  down  the  Mississippi  to  the  place  of  bcf^in- 
iiing. 

This  constitution  made  provisions  for  biennial  sessions  of 
the  legislature,  and  for  the  election,  by  the  people,  of  a  gov- 
ernor, secretary  of  state,  auditor,  treasurer,  and  superintend- 
ent of  public  instj'uction,  wdio  were  to  hold  their  oliices  for  the 
term  of  two  years.  The  judicial  department  v/as  to  consist  of 
a  supreme  and  district  courts,  and  such  other  courts  as  might 
be  established  by  law.  The  supreme  court  was  to  consist  of 
three  judges,  to  be  elected  by  the  legislature;  and  the  district 
court  of  one  judge,  to  be  elected  by  the  voters  of  his  district, 
and  the  judges  of  both  courts  were  to  hold  their  otlices  for  the 
term  of  four  years.  The  state  was  prohibited  from  going  in 
debt  over  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  unless  by  a  vote  of 
the  people. 

The  clause  on  incorporations  amounted  to  almost  a  prohibi- 
tion of  all  incorporated  bodies,  for  it  was  so  stringent  that 
there  was  not  much  inducement,  if  any,  for  persons  to  become 
incorporated.  ISTo  corporation  was  to  exist  for  more  than 
twenty  years,  unless  it  was  for  public  improvement.  All  the 
private  property  of  the  stockholders  was  to  be  lial)lc  at  all 
times  for  all  the  debts  of  the  corporation,  and  the  legislature 
had  the  power  to  repeal  all  acts  of  incorporation.  The  prop- 
erty of  the  inhabitants  of  the  state  was  never  to  be  used  by 
any  corporation  without  the  consent  of  the  owners — a  pro- 
vision which,  experience  has  shown,  would  have  made  it 
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almost  impopslhh^  jo  li;iv(^  ol^tniiicd  flio  ripht  of  wu^-  luj-  rail- 
roads and  otlici-  iiitornal  iinjiroN  uniouts.  And  ili(,'re  was  to 
bo  no  banks,  unless  tlic  law  crcalin;;  llieni  was  first  subiuitlcd 
to,  and  voted  foi-,  l))-  a  majority  of  all  the  electors. 

Tliis  conslitution  was  fbi-nKul  ju>t  aitei-  the  peoj'lo  ba'i  sul'- 
fercd  severely  from  woi'tliless  b.'inks  and  iVaiidulent  cor];ora- 
tions,  aiid  a  war  against  banks  and  ineor])or::ted  institutions 
was  a  leadinf;-  principle  with  the  democraiic  ]>arty  —  and  tlie 
democrats,  liaving  a  large  majority  in  the  enm  ention,  made 
the  constitution  a  little  more  democratic  than  pleased  the  peo- 
ple, as  was  shown  by  their  subsequent  vote.  The  convention 
did  not  wait  to  see  if  the  people  would  i-atily  their  work-,  but 
immediately  sent  the  constitution  to  congress,  to  be  adnjitted 
as  a  state. 

As  provided  by  the  previous  legislature,  in  contem])lation 
of  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  there  was  no  session  of  the 
legislature  the  w^inter  after  the  convention. 

About  the  same  time  that  Iowa  sought  to  become  a  state, 
Florida  formed  a  constitution  and  made  application  for  admis- 
sion into  the  Union,  and  on  the  third  of  March.  1845,  con- 
gress passed  an  act  admitting  Florida  and  Iowa  into  the  Union 
as  sovereign  states.  But  the  act  curtailed  the  boundaries  of 
low^a,  and,  instead  of  adopting  the  boundai'ies  as  defined  in 
her  constitution,  enacted  that  they  should  begin  at  the  mouth 
of  the  St.  Peter  river,  thence  up  that  river  to  the  pjirallel  of 
latitude  passing  through  the  mouth  of  the  Wakatoii  or  Blue 
Earth  river,  thence  west  along  said  parallel  of  latitude  to  a 
point  where  it  is  intersected  by  a  meridian  line,  seventeen  and 
a  half  degrees  west  of  Washington,  thence  due  south  to  the 
state  of  Missouri,  thence  on  tlie  north  line  of  that  state  till  it 
strikes  the  Dcs  Moines  river,  thence  down  that  stream  to  the 
Mississippi,  thence  up  the  Mississippi  to  the  place  of  begin- 
ning—  making  the  western  boundary  of  Iowa  on  a  line  with 
the  western  boundary  of  Missouri,  and  cutting  oft' nearly  all 
the  westei-n  slope  of  the  state,  as  the  boundaries  were  subse- 
quently established. 

The  opponents  of  the  constitution  oflered  this  curtailing  of 
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tlio  boinidurlcs  oI'IIk;  stiitc;  as  a  i-casoii  wliy  llio  ]jco]jle  hlioiild 
iiot^  {uk)})t  tlio  cuiiylitulioii.  Tliij^  ar<^um(iiit  Focuicd  to  liavo 
much  force,  CHpcciallj  witli  llu;  \\hi<^  p'^'^-J  ;  ii^J<^,  to  coiiiiter- 
acl;  tliiB  opposition  l)j-()ii<';lit  to  l)Our  a/^ainst  tin;  adoplini^  ol"  tlio 
constitution,  A.  C.  Dodge,  who  was  then  tlie  d(de;i,iite  of  the 
territoiy  in  congress,  prepared  a  circn];!)-  and  li.'ifl  it  hcnt  all 
over  the  territoi-y,  in  which  he  gave  it  as  liis  opinion  that 
Iowa  couhl  never  get  a  better  houndarv  tlian  tlie  one  which 
liad  been  given  her  by  the  act  of  congress.  .l]ut  the  constitu- 
tion, contrary  to  the  expectation  of  most  of  the  leading  demo- 
crats, was  voted  down  by  a  large  majority. 

The  defeat  of  the  constitution  was  attributed,  by  those  favor- 
able to  its  adoptiijn,  to  the  act  of  congress  curtailing  the  boun- 
daries of  the  state. 

Dodge  was  a  candidate  again  for  re-election  as  a  delegate, 
but  his  circular  in  reference  to  the  boundary  of  the  state,  and 
the  opinion  expressed  that  they  could  not  get  more  favorable 
state  boundaries,  put  him  in  an  awkward  position  before  the 
voters,  as  the  citizens  were  generally  opposed  to  the  boundaries 
which  he  had  given  his  opinion  as  not  being  likely  to  be 
changed.  After  Dodge's  nomination,  and  while  the  canvass  was 
going  on,  ably  and  earnestl}^  contested  by  his  opponent,  Ral}>h 
P.  Lowe,  Samuel  J.  Bayard,  who  held  the  office  of  receiver 
in  the  laud  office  at  Fairfield,  having,  for  some  political  rea- 
son, taken  a  dislike  to  Dodge,  wrote  a  very  argumentative 
and  sarcastic  letter,  under  the  signature  of  "  Wapello,"  iu 
which  he  reviewed  Dodge's  political  course,  and  particularly 
his  circular,  and  presented  him  before  the  people  in  no  veiy 
enviable  light. 

This  letter  very  much  annoyed  Dodge,  and  came  ver^'uear 
defeating  him  ;  but,  having  previously  been  very  popular,  and 
being  regarded  as  a  faithful  public  officer,  and  there  being  a 
large  democratic  majority  in  the  territory,  he  was  again  re" 
turned  to  congress. 

At  the  April  election  of  18-15  there  was  an  election  of  mem- 
bers of  the  legislature,  which  convened  at  Iowa  City  on  the 
fifth  of  the  following  May. 
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Ono  ofllic!  fii-.sl  t]iiii;^'.s  wliirli  claiincd  at,lont)(jrj  of  tlie 
Icgislaluro  was  till'  deroalcd  coiisl  itul ion.  'JMie  Iciidin;^  jioli- 
ticians  aiiioiu'- tlio  loniocj-ats  Ikmiii^  anxious  i'ov  a  .state  ^ovenj- 
nient,  and  clainiin^-  tliat  the  constitution  ]i;id  heen  deloatr-.d 
on  account  ofllie  •jliau'.^e  oi  tlie  Ix^u ndai'ies  hy  fonL-Tess,  used 
every  exertion  in  dieir  ])ovver  witli  I  lie  niemberri  ol'  the  legis- 
lature to  liave  it  a>.';ain  subiniited  to  a  \  o1e  oi'tlie  peo])le,  witli 
the  boundaries  as  delined  h}'  the  con v(.'nti(in.  And  the  legis- 
lature passed  a  la\\^  providing  tliat  the  constitution,  with  the 
boundai'ies  as  ado])ted  by  the  convention,  sliould,  at  the  next 
August  election,  be  again  submitted  to  the  voters  for  their 
ratilication  or  rejection.  But  this  law  especially  pi-ovided,  if 
there  was  a  majority  in  favor  of  the  constitution,  so  submitted, 
it  was  not  to  be  considered  as  accepting  the  .boundaries  fixed 
by  congress,  and  there  was  to  be  no  electio]i  of  state  ofiicers,  and. 
the  admission  was  not  to  be  deemed  as  complete  until  what- 
ever conditions  might  be  imposed  by  congress  should  be  rati- 
fied by  the  popular  vote. 

This  bill,  from  the  whig  portion  of  the  legislature,  met  with 
a  strenuous  opposition,  every  whig  using  all  his  exertions  to 
defeat  the  measure ;  but  it  w'as  carried  by  a  strict  party  vote. 

The  wdiig  members  of  the  house,  not  being  satisfied  with 
voting  against  the  bill,  after  it  had  passed,  probably  to  have 
effect  before  the  people,  drew  up  a  lengthy  protest,  and  had 
it  entered  upon  the  journals,  which  was  published  in  all  the 
whig  newspapers  throughout  the  ten-itory.  When  the  bill 
was  submitted  to  Governor  Chambers,  he  returned  it  with 
his  veto;  but  the  democrats  having,  in  both  branches  of  the 
legislature,  a  majority  of  two-thirds,  passed  the  bill  by  the 
requisite  majority  over  the  veto,  and  it  became  a  law. 

Though  the  whig  members  of  the  legislature  and  the  gov- 
ernor were  not  able  to  defeat  the  passage  of  the  law,  yet  when  ■ 
the  constitution  was  again  submitted  to  the  people,  it  was 
voted  down  by  a  much  larger  majority  than  at  the  first  time 
of  voting  ;  so  that  the  labors  of  this  convention  proved  to  be 
of  no  avail,  much  to  the  chagrin  of  some  of  the  leading  poli- 
ticians. 
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elate,         election  fur  members  of  tli(;  lc;<j,ishiture  was 
])OiiO(l  from  Au«i,iist  till  the  lirst  ]^,Ioijda_v  of  llio  next  ^Vj^ril. 

At  tliis  .session  of  the  lei^'islaturo,  acts  Nvere  passed  for  (>\'- 
ganizlni;-  the  eounti(!S  of  low  a,  Kiskelcosh  (now  .Monroe),  and 
Marion.  'J'lie  two  former  counties  wej'o  organized  on  tlie  lirst 
day  of  July,  ISXo,  and  tlie  lattei-  on  tlio  first  day  of  Auij'ust 
of  that  year.  And  all  the  country  west  of  the  ori^anized 
counties  \vas  attached  to  them  for  civil  and  judicial  purposes. 

The  affair  of  the  j\riners  Uank,  of  Dubuque,  again  came  up 
for  consideration,  and  the  legislature  for  the  first  time  under- 
took to  mak'c  some  arrangements  foj*  paying  the  debts  which 
were  due  the  bank  from  tiio  teri'itory  ;  and  on  the  tenth  of 
June  they  passed  an  act  requiring  the  territorial  treasurer  to 
sell  enough  of  the  unsold  lands  in  Iowa  City,  belonging  to  the 
territory,  to  pay  the  bank  debt,  and  apply  the  procee<:ls  of  the 
sale  for  that  purpose.  This  was  the  first  step  taken  by  the 
legislature  to  pay  a  just  debt,  which  had  been  contracted  more 
than  four  years  previous,  and  had  been  due  over  three  years, 
and  no  part  of  the  principal  or  interest  had  been  paid;  and 
during  this  time  the  legislature  had  been  carrying  on  a  war- 
fare against  this  institution  for  not  redeeming  its  notes.  But 
before  the  legislature  had  done  tliis  act  of  justice,  they  had 
taken  the  steps  to  give  the  institution  its  death  blow,  for  on 
the  fourteenth  of  May  they  passed  a  bill  repealing  its  charter, 
and  providing  for  winding  up  the  business  of  the  bank.  The 
law^  made  it  the  duty  of  the  district  court  to  appoint  two 
trustees,  wdio  were  authorized  to  settle  the  affairs  of  the  bank, 
to  sell  its  personal  and  real  estate,  collect  money  and  pay 
debts,  and  manage  the  whole  business,  as  an  administrator 
would  the  assets  of  an  insolvent  estate. 

The  bill  w\as  presented  to  the  governor,  but  he  did  not  ap- 
prove it,  nor  return  it  to  the  legislature,  doubtless  thinking  if 
he  should  veto  it  that  it  would  be  passed  by  a  two-thirds  ma- 
jority;  and,  after  it  had  remained  with  him  three  days,  it  be- 
came the  law  of  the  territory  by  the  law  of  congress. 

The  owmers  of  the  bank  did  not  feel  disposed  to  submit  to 
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tlilR  Huminary  ])rof;oc(lini;'  witlioiit.  Ix  ini.';  li(';ir<l  in  tlioir  (lofciiso, 
and  resisted  the  onroi-ccincnl.  of  ilic  l;i\v.  Judicial  |)j-uce(Ml- 
iiig'S  were  coiiniKinccd,  and  tlie  ri;^-lit:  ol'tlie  le^islatui-e  to  ra- 
pcal  Iho  cliai'ter  and  close  u])  the  business  of  the  bank  was 
resisted  till  the  questifni  was  (l(;cide(l  by  the  snj^renu;  court. 

■  The  aet.  creating  the  baidv  had  a  j)rovision,  "  that  il"  said 
corporation  should  fail  to  fi;o  into  0])ei'ation,  or  shou-ld  abuse 
or  misuse  this  charter,  it  should  be  in  the  power  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  the  lerritor}^  at  any  time  to  annul,  vacate,  and  make 
void  this  cliarter."  ■  The  bajik  contended  that  in  thus  disposing 
of  its  charter,  it  had  not  had  any  chance  to  defend  itself,  and 
that,  before  the  charter  could  be  taken  away  oi*  repealed,  it 
should  be  decided  by  some  judicial  tribunal,  after  due  investi- 
gation, that  it  had  abused  or  misused  its  privileges  guaranteed 
to  it  by  the  charter  ;  but  the  suj)reme  court  decided  the  act  of 
the  legislature  repealing  the  charter  to  be  a  valid  act,  and  the 
institution  was  closed  up. 

[to  be  CO^sTlNUED.] 


LYKOH  LAW  AT  THE  DUBUQUE  MIITES. 


BY  ELiri[x\LET  PKICE. 


In  executing  the  laws  of  Judge  Lyncli  at  the  Dubuque 
mines  in  the  spring  and  summer  of  183:t,  not  only  much  good 
was  accomplished,  but  wrong  was  often  done.  It  was  an  easy 
matter,  in  those  days,  to  raise  a  hue  and  cry  against  a  pei-son, 
particularly  if  he  was  a  stranger,  and  fiiendless  ;  and  the  mob 
once  let  loose  upon  him,  seldom  paused  for  evidences  of  guilt 
beyond  the  report  in  circulation. 

A  number  of  instances  of  this  kind  came  under  our  pei-sonal 
observation,  but  none  made  so  lasting  an  im]u-cssion  upon  our 
mind  as  the  whipping  of  ^Villiam  IToifman.  a  discharged  sol- 
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dier,  the  pjirlicnl.irs  of  wliicli  wc  \v\\\  relate,  as  a  specimen 
of  tlie  jurisprudence  ol"  J  ucl!.j;(' Ljnc.li,  w  hen  adininihtered  hy 
an  exas])erated  crowd  convened  at  the  k^ad  iiiine^  in  those 
days,  for  the  })urp()S(!  of  iniliclini;-  punishment,  without  })i-o]>(  r 
inquiry  as  to  (he  certainty  ol'  i!,-uilt. 

It  was  in  tlie  montli  of  July,  1831,  as  we  wei'C  returning  to 
the  village  of  J)ul)uqi5e,  fr<.>ni  our  mining  lahors  in  the -coun- 
try, our  attention  was  arrested  hy  a  large  concourse  ot"  })eo- 
ple  assembled  in  the  vicinity  of  the  log  blacksmith  shop  owned 
by  Tliomas  Ih-aslier,  which  occupied  the  present  site  of  the 
Catholic  church. 

As  we  drew  near  to  the  crowd,  we  discovered  that  Judge 
Lynch  was  about  to  convene  his  court,  for  the  purpose  of  try- 
ing an  oflender,  who,  it  was  said,  liad  appropriated  to  his  use 
a  bank  note  of  the  denomination  of  §20,  the  property  of  an- 
other person.  The  prisoner  had  the  appearance  of  being 
about  fifty  years  of  ago,  and  was  appareled  in  the  fatigue 
dress  of  a  United  States  soldier.  Time  had  begun  to  wliiten 
the  locks  which  wantoned  beneath,  and  fringed  the  glazed 
border  of,  his  military  ca]).  He  had  assumed  an  erect  mili- 
tary attitude,  his  arms  folded  upon  his  breast,  while  his  eye 
sought  with  calm  indifference  the  circle  of  spectators  which 
surrounded  him,  who  were  indulging  in  a  boisterous  debate, 
as  to  whether  he  ought  to  receive  one  hundred  lashes  or  be 
tarred  and  feathered.  The  impanelling  of  a  jury  was  at 
length  suggested,  with  powers  delegated  to  them  to  hear  the 
facts  alleged  against  the  prisoner,  and  to  make  such  decision 
as  to  them  might  seem  just  and  right.  Accordingh^,  a  jury 
was  impanelled,  and  a  presiding  judge  elected  from  their 
number,  when  the  complainnnt  was  called,  who  came  forward 
in  the  character  of  a  native  of  the  Emerald  Isle,  who,  like 
the  prisoner,  wore  the  "undress  uniform  of  a  United  States 
soldier. 

Judge  (addressing  complainant). — "You  will  state  what  you 
know  about  the  prisoner  robbing  you  of  820." 

Complainant. —  "  May  it  plase  yer  onerable  worships,  it's 
rneself  that  got  an  onerable  discharge  last  wake  from  the  sar- 
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vice  at  Fort  Crawford,  wliin  says  1  to  nicsclf,  ]\[iBther  McMiirty, 
yo'd  better  be  detain  yer  fortiri  in  the  mines  tlmn  to  l)e  sogeriu 
away  yer  presbii;^  life  in  ddiii;^-  iilvur  a  tliinL",  Ijarriii'  tlic 
killin'  of  a  imirtherin'  Jiii^in  now  and  tliin  ;  an'  wiib  lliat,  be 
dad,  I.  lipped  me  cap  to  tbe  aremy,  BbouKlej-ed  me  kit,  an', 
witb  yer  'oner's  leave,  I  an-ived  in  tbe  mines  yestbeiday,  and 
wbo  sboidd  I  mate  l)iit  me  oidd  eomrad  that's  st.'indin'  up 
before  tlie  eoort  marshnl.  Willy,  says  I,  an'  will  yees  be 
aftber  lakin'  a  drap,  and  wid  that  he  said  he  wiid;  well  thin, 
it's  a  drnj)  we  tuk  bere  and  there,  an'  it  was  me>elf  that  tuk 
a  drap  too  much,  wlien,  says  I,  AVilly,  ye's  out  of  the  sarvice 
longer  nor  meself,  an'  bother  acquainted  with  tbe  treeks  of 
tbe  world,  do  yees  be  takin'  me  mooney,  an'  ka])e  it  till  I  c:its 
sober;  an'  wid  that  be  tuk  it,  an'  now  a  divil  a  bit  will  lie 
giv  it  me  at  all;  and  yer  'onerable  woi'ship  knows  that  its 
meself  am  sober  as  an  ordily  on  dut}-,  and  that's  all  I  know 
abont  it." 

Tbe  court  now  asked  the  prisoner  if  be  bad  any  defense  to 
make,  to  which  be  replied  :  — 

"  I  admit  that  be  gave  me  the  money,  and  at  bis  request  I 
returned  it  to  him  soon  after  ;  this  is  true,  gentlemen.  1  have 
nothing  more  to  say." 

Court. —  "  This  will  not  do,  old  fellow  ;  you  can't  come  the 
'old  soger'  bere;  you  must  give  up  tbe  money  or  take  fifty 
lashes." 

Crowd. —  "  Give  him  a  hundred.    Tar  and  feather  him." 

Court.—  "  "Will  you  give  up  the  money  or  take  the  lashes  ?" 

Prisoner. —  "  I  bave  not  the  money.  I  returned  it  to  him. 
I  am  not  guilty  of  any  wrong,  gentlemen.  I  am  innocent  of 
tbe  charge." 

Crowd. —  "Strip  him.  Give  it  to  bim  raw,  if  be  does  not 
fork  over." 

Here  a  rush  was  made  at  the  prisoner.  TTis  coat,  vest,  and 
shirt  were  stripped  from  bis  body,  bis  cravat  girted  around  tbe 
waistband  of  his  pantaloons,  and  himself  dragged  forward  to 
a  rise  of  ground,  wbere  bis  bands  were  lashed  eacb  to  the  hind 
wbeel  of  a  wagon. 
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A  })Oi\soii  waR  Polcclcd  from  tlio  f:^^)^v(l  to  /liii.i'*  tin.' rjiNV-hide 
ii])Oii  Ill's  illly  liiiif\s  in  Ion  (lis'Isions  of  live  .siK:ccH.si\'0 

Blrokcs.  Tiio  ext'cutiouer  was  pow  crl'iil  man,  displiiyin;^  ;ni 
arm  of"  <.';reat  mnscular  ^^trcni;'tli  as  lie  cool!}-  laid  aside  liis  cotit 
and  rolled  vip  liis  shirt,  sleeves  for  the  task.  A  sliuddor 
seemed  to  ercep  over  the  limbs  of  the  ])risoner  as  he  eyed  the 
pliysical  powers  ol'hia  cxeeutioiier,  and  in  the  most  beseech- 
ing manner  beo-u;ed  tliat  he  ^^'Ould  not  n)aj'k  him  witli  heavy 
blows,  to  wdiich  the  man  C)f  tlie  wln'p  i'e])lied  :  — 

I  know  my  duty;  and  it  is  to  rid  the  town  of  siieli  as 
you." 

"Give  him  the  lash,"  slioutcd  the  crowd. 

The  executioner  luuing  taken  his  ])Osition,  asked  him  if 
lie  would  give  up  the  money,  to  Mdiicli  he  replied  as  before: — 

"  I  have  not  the  money,  gentlemen  ;  do  not  wdiipme." 

The  raw-hide  was  now  swung  in  the  air,  and  descended  in 
five  successive  blows  of  measured  time.  Tlie  sci-eams,  the 
agony  of  the  prisoner,  seemed  only  to  avraken  a  general  shout 
of  satisfaction  from  the  crowxl.  The  blood  trickled  from  the 
deep  furrows  of  the  lash,  when  again  the  bloody  raw-hide 
swept  the  air  and  counted  ten.  For  a  moment  an  ashy  pale- 
ness diftused  itself  over  the  countenance  of  the  prisoner;  his 
head  lowered  upon  his  breast,  as  he  staggered  under  the  prop 
that  bound  him  to  the  wheels.  "  Score  home  another  live," 
shouted  the  infuriated  crowd,  when  again  the  lash  resumed 
its  strokes,  cutting  its  way  through  the  quivering  mass  of  co- 
agulated blood  that  gathered  in  the  channels  of  the  deep-cut 
wounds,  bespattering  with  gory  blotches  the  apparel  of  the 
executioner.  The  deadened  and  lifeless  flesh  that  hung  from 
his  back  in  quivering  festoons  no  longer  iclt  the  painful  keen- 
ness of  the  lash,  which  being  observed  by  the  crowd,  a  fiend- 
ish yell  arose  fi'om  their  midst,  demanding  that  he  should  be 
cut  upon  the  sides.  As  the  shout  fell  upon  the  ear  of  the 
prisoner,  he  stai'ted  as  trom  a  dream,  while  the  agonizing 
thought  that  his  sides  (oo  were  to  be  lacerated  seemed  to  ren- 
der liim  frantic  with  (k}Spair,  and,  gathering  all  his  ]^hysical 
powders,  he  made  an  herculean  eflbrt  to  burst  the  bands  that 


1871.] 


LYKCII   LAW   AT  DlJJiUQlJK. 


480 


bound  ](iin.  J'^iiKlijii^-  liinis(  It' iiii('f[ual  to  tli^i  la- 1<,  Ik; 
for  a  luonu'iit,  uiul  ^>;a/e(l  ai-ound  liim  upon  the  as-eniblcd  ujuI- 
tilude;  then  sti-aightenini;  hiniRell'lo  his  full  height,  lie  hurst 
ii])on  the  crowd  with  an  aj.^peal,  the  enei-<;-y  anrl  lan<^ua;/e  of 
which  can  never  be  era^^ed  from  our  niind.  CoinmencinL^  in 
a  deal',  calm  tone  of  voice,  and  endin*;  with  a  J"in<^-ing,  Kten- 
torian  shout,  he  exclaimed:  — 

"  Do  not  kill  me,  my  countrymen.  I  am  an  old  mair.  I  beat 
the  drum  at  Talapoosa  and  Tallahassee,  and  on  my  breast  I 
carry  scars  from  Bad  Axe.  I.  am  an  Amei  ican  soldier.  I  am 
a  native  of  Kentucky." 

The  delivery  of  this  a])peal  seemed  to  strike  the  surround- 
ing crowd  with  mute  astonishment,  and  for  a  few  momeijts  a 
solemn  stillness  reigned  throughout  the  dense  circle  of  specta- 
tors, when  we  noticed  an  undulating  swaying  of  the  crowd 
upon  the  opposite  side  of  the  circle,  as  a  person  forced  his 
way  through  it,  and  strode  out  upon  the  vacant  area.  He 
was  a  tall,  raw-boned,  athletic  nuui,  somewhat  round-shoul- 
dered, and  wore  a  white  slouched  hat  turned  up  in  front, 
which,  together  with  his  buckskin  over-shirt,  bespoke  him  a 
miner.  An  old-fashioned  fiiut-lock  pistol  was  belted  to  his 
ri2;ht  side,  while  from  his  left  swung  a  scabbard  that  contained 
-his  sheath-knife.  i\Iunching  from  a  piece  of  tobacco  that  he 
held  in  liis  left  hand,  he  advanced  towards  the  prisoner  with 
a  slow  but  firm  and  measured  stride,  occasionally  glancing  his 
eye  to  the  right  or  left  upon  the  crowd.  There  was  a  spasmodic 
twitching  of  the  lips,  accompanied  with  a  liendish  smile,  that 
occasionally  lit  up  the  scowling  aspect  of  his  visage,  while 
his  eye  seemed  to  flash  a  deadly  defiance  upon  the  crowd  that 
surrounded  him.    Approaching  the  prisoner,  he  observed  :  — 

"  I  say  stranger  — I  mean  ^^ou  with  the  whip  —  suppose  you 
stay  your  hand  till  we  get  better  acquainted  then,  seizing 
the  handle  of  his  knife  with  his  right  hand,  while  with  the 
left  he  grasped  the  sheath  that  contained  it,  he  exclain:ied : 
"I  say,  if  there  is  any  man  in  this  crowd  from  old  Iventuck, 
and  'aint  ashamed  to  say  so,  let  him  show  his  hand  at  the 
same  time  snatching  his  knife  from  its  scabbard,  he  flourished 
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it  «'il)(.)ve  liis  lioiid,  llieii,  ])aiisiii<:;-  lor  ji  niomciil  willi  iiplifrod 
kiiifo,  lie  cuntinued  :  li'  thci-e  is  none  liero  il,  makes  no  dif- 
lercnee  ;  J  am  from  tliobo  pfirl.s,  and  that's  suflicienl  then, 
\vheelin<.>;  iij)ou  hU\  licel,  ho  cut  the  lashings  that  hound  the 
prisoner.  "See  here,  stranger,"  addressing  the  j)i'isonor, 
"you  say  that  you  are  from  old  Kcntuck  ;  perhaps  you  are,  and 
perhaps  you  are  not.  liut  there  is  no  time  now  to  consider 
that;  it's  enough  for  me  to  know  that  old  Kentuck  has 'been 
called,  and  J.  am  here  to  answei-  ibr  her.  No\v,  if  you've  been 
guilty  of  a  mean  act,  acknowledge  the  corn,  and  trail  from 
these  parts;  and  if  you  can  show  tliafc  you  are  not  guilty,  I'll 
furnish  you  the  tools,  and  back  you  up  through  the  tallest 
fight  there's  ever  been  in  these  diggin's." 

Here  he  was  interrupted  by  the  complainant,  who  came 
rushing  up,  exclaiming:  "  Och,  be  the  powers  that  made  me, 
Willy,  its  innocent  ye  arc  ;  do  yees  be  batin'  him  no  more,  for 
sure  its  a  drunken  baste  that  I  am,  not  to  be  rememberin' 
that  he  gave  it  back  to  me,  and  its  a  drunken  fool  that  I  was 
to  be  pokin'  the  money  under  the  oflice  of  'Squire  Williams ; 
sure  and  do  yees  bate  him  no  more,  till  I  brings  the  money, 
and  show  yees  that  its  not  the  likes  o'  Willy  that  would  bo 
sarvin' me  a  dirty  trick." 

This  announcement  came  upon  the  crowd  like  the  stupefy- 
ing shafts  of  a  thunder-clap,  and  silence  reigned  for  a  time, 
while  they  waited  for  the  return  of  Mr.  McMurty,  but  he  was 
never  after  seen  or  heard  of.  That  night  Kentucky  swaggered 
through  the  streets  of  Dubuque  by  the  gleaming  light  of  her 
bowie-knives,  and  there  were  none  to  cast  a  stain  upon  the  fair 
escutcheon  of  the  state. 


I 


1871.] 


CAMPAIGN   AGAINST  I'JilCl.:. 


491 


REPOllT  or  OAMPAIGN  AQAllfST  MAJOR  GENERAL  STERLING 
PRIOE,  IN  OOTORER  AKD  HOVEIJBER,  1864. 


(Coiitinuod  from  '.i'M.) 

"After  liaving  performed  lliis  duty  1  reported  to  tlic 
coininanding  general  (wlio  liad  already  erossed  Mine  creek), 
and  was  directed  to  proceed  to  the  rear  and  urge  lorward  the 
division  of  Major  General  Blunt  and  the  brigade  of  General 
McNeil  with  all  possible  speed.  These  trooi)s  had  been  de- 
layed by  the  breaking  down  of  some  transportation  wagons  at 
the  most  difficult  point  of  crossing,  and  some  time  elapsed  be- 
fore the  road  could  again  be  opened.  1  returned  to  tlie  front 
with  General  McXeil  and  Major  Chariot,  and  on  arriving 
there  reported  to,  and  remained  with,  tire  commanding  gen- 
eral until  nearly  sundown." 

Major  S.  S.  Curtis,  2d  Colorado,  and  an  A.  D.  C.  on  my 
staff,  sifter  the  close  of  the  fight  at  theMarias-des-Cygnes,  went 
forward  with  General  Pleasanton  and  reports  as  follows  con- 
cerning matters  at  the  battle  of  the  Osage:  — 

"  I  overtook  General  Pleasanton  and  rode  w^ith  him  for  some 
distance.  When  about  three  miles  from  Marias-des-Cygnes  we 
commenced  to  hear  tiring  at  the  front,  and  General  Pleasanton 
sent  orders  back  for  McNeil  and  Sanborn  to  hurry  forward 
with  all  practicable  dispatch,  while  we  pushed  forward  at  a 
trot  and  canter.  When  we  first  heard  the  firing,  Benteen's 
brigade  was  on  a  parallel  road  to  the  one  we  were  on,  and  to 
our  right.  He  immediately  put  his  command  on  the  gallop 
and  we  fell  to  the  rear  of  his  column  as  the  roads  soon  came 
together.  Benteen's  brigade  broke  into  regimental  colunm 
as  they  approached  the  battle  field,  and  as  tliey  came  up  on 
the  left  of  Phillips'S  brigade,  went  forwiird  into  line  and  right 
on  into  the  charge.  The  enemy  was  cannonading  Phillips's 
brigade  when  we  came  into  sight,  but  the  musketry  firing 
had  nearly  ceased.  General  Pleasanton  requested  me  to  take 
his  escort  company  and  support  a  section  of  a  battery  which 
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jiisl;  then  oaiTic  up.  General  ]*]ea.sjinton  went  forward  and  I 
direeted  the  Lieutenant  to  i)Ost  Iiin  <^uns  rin  pnjall  elevation 
and  fihell  the  eneniv's  i-i^'lit  wli(,'re  tlie  ai'tillery  was  posted, 
l:Jut  two  allots  wej'e  lired,  when  1  heard  tlie  yells  raised  by 
l>enteen's  l)ri<^^^de  and  saw  the  enemy's  line  la'c-akinL'.  I  im- 
mediately ordered  the  guns  forward  to  a  better  position,  jind 
bad  just  got  them  in  position  when  General  Sau])orn  ]-ode  up 
and  ordered  the  Lieutenant  to  fire  npon  some  ti-oops  on  the 
south  side  of  JMine  ci-eek,  and  on  our  extreme  lel't.  I  folt 
doubtful  as  to  whether  they  were  rebels  or  our  own  trooj)s, 
but  a  second  thought  made  me  conclude  they  were  rebels. 
Four  shots  were  fired  at  them  when  I  saw  by  their  falling 
back  to  our  lines  that  they  must  be  our  men.  I  rode  forward 
to  the  guns  to  sto])  their  tiring,  wlien  Generals  Sanborn  and 
Pleasanton  both  rode  up  and  ordered  them  to  cease. 

"At  this  time  the  enemy's  cannonading  on  our  right  had 
not  ceased.  The  enemy  by  this  time  being  in  full  retreat,  with 
the  exception  of  tlieir  extreme  left,  which  could  scarcely  be 
reached  with  artillery  from  where  we  were,  without  danger  to 
our  command,  and  directly  in  front  of  us  our  troops  were  im- 
mediately on  the  heels  of  the  retreating  rebels.  I  told  the 
Lieutenant  in  charge  of  the  guns  to  follow  as  fast  as  he  could, 
while  I,  with  the  escort  company,  pushed  forward  to  rejoin 
General  Pleasanton.  A  short  distance  before  reaching  the 
creek,  I  found  Major  Weed,  who  told  me  of  the  capture  of  Gen- 
eral Marmaduke.  I  pushed  on  and  told  General  Pleasanton 
and  just  as  I  did  so,  General  Cabell  was  brought  up  a  prisoner. 
At  this  time  we  could  see  a  second  rebel  line  forming  on  top 
of  the  hill  ahead  of  us,  and  our  troops  being  scattered  in  pur- 
suit, General  Pleasanton  sent  orders  for  them  to  halt  and  re- 
form. I  assisted  in  reforming  the  line  and  sending  prisoners 
to  the  rear,  until  General  Pleasanton  again  ordered  an  advance, 
when  I  advanced  with  him.  I  waited  on  the  hill  until  Gen- 
eral Curtis  came  up  and  rode  with  him  to  the  bank  of  the 
next  stream,  when  I  rode  xip  to  the  summit  of  the  hill  to  the 
right  of  the  road  to  obtain,  if  possible,  a  view  of  the  charge  be- 
ing made  by  J^IcNeil's  brigade  which  had  taken  the  advance 
through  the  tiuiber  on  Little  Osage." 
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Gciiei'al  l^Jcasaiiton,  as  coinmandei- (>r  tlic;  acl\  aiK;e  (livlsion, 
acted  with  a;rcat  coolne.-s  and  jji-opriet y  llnouiiliout  this  battle 
of  tlie  ()sa<4;o,  and  if  ouv  battei-y  fired  on  a  liortiun  of  Colonel 
Benteen's  troops  after  they  crossed  the  creek,  njy  son,  I\Iajor 
Curtis,  clearly  (?xonci-ates  General  J?ioasanton  from  dii-ecl Ijj^i^ 
the  matter,  which  was  one  of  those  incidents  of  battle  which 
often  occur.  Colonel  Benteen  and  his  briij^ade  evidently  took 
the  lead  in  the  movements  which  ca])1iired  the  prisonei'S  and 
guil8  at  Mine  creek,  and  deserves  the  <:(reatest  applause  for 
personal  gallantry.  Brigadier  General  i\lcXeil  concluded  the 
matter  on  the  heights  beyond  the  Osage  with  gre.at  success 
and  courage.  JSTearly  all  these  trooi)S  being  of  General  Bleas- 
anton's  division,  and  imder  his  general  su])ervision,  he  also 
deserves  the  gratitude  of  the  country.  General  Blunt's  divi- 
sion crowding  forward,  and  augmenting  the  power  and  force 
which  overcame  the  enemy^  are  erpially  deserving  of  the  honors 
of  the  day.  AYe  were  ever3'where  successful,  and  the  follow- 
iug  oflicers  of  my  staff,  although  some  of  them  have  been  al- 
ready named,  deserve  special  commendation  for  their  unceas- 
ing toil  and  extraordinary  gallantry  at  this  "  Battle  of  the 
Osage."  Honorable  J.  H.  Lane,  Colonel  C.  W.  Blair,  Colo- 
nel W.  F.  Cloud,  Colonel  S.  J.  Crawford,  Major  T.  J.  ]\rc- 
Keuny,  Major  C.  S.  Chariot,  Major  11.  H.  Hunt,  :\Iajor  S.  S. 
Curtis,  and  Captain  liinton,  and  others  of  General  Blunt's 
staff,  also  took  an  active  part.  The  reports  of  Major  McKen- 
ny  and  Major  Hunt,  are  especially  interesting,  but  the  ex- 
tracts here  made  seem  to  cover  the  entire  field  and  fiicts,  and 
I  refer  to  theirs  and  others  here  submitted  as  well  deserving 
of  general  perpetuity. 


Battle  of  Chariot,  October  25tli,  1864. 
General  Price's  rebel  army  being  closely  pursued  after  the 
battle  of  tiie  Osage,  continued  a  rapid  retreat.  Leaving  the 
Fort  Scott  road  to  the  right,  and  bearing  a  little  east  of  south, 
liis  movement  soon  rendered  it  certain  that  this  most  import- 
ant post  of  southern  Kansas,  and  the  last  in  my  department, 
was  entirely  sale. 
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Our  advaiico,  under  General  McNeil,  eornmaiulin;:^  advance 
brigade  of  (uineral  Pleasantoii's  division,  j)ressed  forward  in 
rapid  ])nrsuit.  Oni-  way  over  the  ]jrairic  was  plainly  and 
graphically  marked  by  the  Bcatlered  equipirients,  wajiions^ 
guns,  ulenHils,  and  animals  left  by  the  rebels,  and  the  fu-e  and 
emokc  created  by  their  burning  of  the  hay  and  grain  and  grass 
along  their  route. 

As  the  passage  of  tlie  Mannaton,  wbich  we  now  approached, 
preJ^ented  a  new  obstacle  ior  tlie  enemy's  encounter,  lie  made 
another  stand  at  tliis  stream.  This  was  to  cover  tlie  passage 
of  bis  train,  whicli  was  a  great  incumbrance,  in  view  of  our 
rapid  approach.  General  ]\[cNeil  attacked  bim  vigorously 
with  bis  own  brigade,  bolding  bim  for  some  time.  lie  was 
tbcn  assisted  by  Colonel  .IkMiteen's,  wdiicb  came  up  at  full 
speed.  Tbe  enemy  sbowed  a  line  far  outflanking  McNeil, 
and  General  Pleasanton  immediately  sent  back  for  reinforce- 
ments. I  met  General  Lane  on  tliis  duty,  who  was  earnest 
in  Jiis  elforts  to  burry  forward  tbe  first  division,  wbicb  was 
considerably  in  the  rear,  at  the  same  time  expressing  liis  ap- 
prehension as  to  McxseiPs  ability  to  bold  bis  ground  until 
more  forces  could  be  brougbt  up. 

As  I  came  near  the  scene  of  action,  I  saw  our  artillery  and 
cavalry  making  a  vigorous  attack  on  the  enemy's  center, 
wbicb  soon  broke  bis  line,  and  gave  us  a  decided  advantage. 
Still  tbe  enemy  greatly  outflanked  us,  and  bis  wings  continued 
tbe  figbt  as  tbe  sun  descended  below  tbe  borizon.  Another 
effort  on  our  left  drove  tbe  enemy's  rigbt  to  the  rear,  and  bis 
lines  slowly  retired  in  the  twilight  of  evening. 

A  large  portion  of  our  forces,  about  this  time,  were  moving 
to  the  right,  as  I  first  supposed,  to  turn  the  enemy's  left  flank; 
but  continuing  in  the  same  direction  quite  beyond  the  flank, 
I  rode  rapidly  to  the  head  of  this  column,  to  ascertain  the 
object.  General  Pleasanton  told  me  that  his  troops  were  ex- 
hausted, and  he  was  going  to  Port  Scott,  to  rest  and  secure 
supplies.  lie  was  told,  in  my  presence,  it  was  only  two  or 
two  and  a  half  miles  to  Fort  Scott,  whereas,  in  point  of  fact, 
it  must  have  been  six.    I  protested  against  leaving  General 
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McNeil,  and  a£!^uinRt  iiny  loss  of  distance;  in  tlio  niarcli.  J  in- 
Bislod  on  Jayin/^  down  on  the  i^rass  and  Hendin<^  to  th(;  \)06t 
for  supplies  ;  but  Genei-al  Sanborn  continued  to  l(?ad  tlx;  ad- 
vance to  the  right,  and  such  was  the  craviijf^s  ol"  hunger  and 
the  desire  ior  rest,  it  seemed  impossible  to  stop  this  movement 
to  a  place  where  both  could  be  supplied. 

I  sent  word  to  General  Blunt  to  hurry  forward  his  division 
to  support  McNeil,  but  night  soon  came  on,  the  battle  ceased, 
and  the  lights  of  the  burning  ])rairie  and  the  enemy's  burn- 
ing wagon  train,  near  the  timber  of  the  Mannaton,  was  all 
that  appeared  of  the  two  contending  armies. 

Anxious  to  jM'ocure  cordial  co-o})eration  between  our  forces, 
I  went  to  Foi't  Scott  and  had  a  further  interview  with  Gene]-al 
Pleasanton.  lie  said  his  health  would  not  admit  of  his  fur- 
ther continuance  in  the  field,  but  his  troops  might  goon  early 
in  the  morning,  after  procuring  some  very  necessary  supplies. 

In  the  meantime.  General  McNeil,  with  his  gallant  brigade 
of  Missouri,  Illinois,  and  Kansas  troops,  and  the  brigade  of 
Colonel  Benteen,  which  had  done  so  much  hard  duty  during 
the  day,  remained  on  the  lield,  in  face  of  the  rebel  army. 
General  Blunt,  not  receiving  my  order,  or  misunderstanding 
it,  followed  General  Pleasanton 's  troops  to  Fort  Scott.  I 
directed  Major  Curtis  to  hurry  forward  and  cause  rations  to 
be  sent  on  to  General  McNeil  and  General  Blunt,  but  the 
teams,  meeting  General  Blunt  on  the  way  to  Fort  Scott, 
turned  back,  leaving  General  McNeil's  force  in  a  most 
wretched  condition,  much  to  my  regret,  and  contrary  to  my 
reasonable  expectations  and  orders. 

The  report  of  Major  T.  J.  McKenny,  of  my  static,  who  was 
iu  the  advance  with  General  Lane,  and  remained  long  after 
the  latter  had  gone  back  to  hurry  up  reinforcements,  gives  a 
detailed  and  full  account  of  this  "Battle  of  Chariot"  in  his 
report,  as  follows :  — 

"  The  rebels  continued  their  retreat  across  the  vast  prairie 
without  our  forces,  with  their  jaded  horses,  being  al)le  to 
bring  them  to  bay,  until  about  one  hour  by  sun,  when  they 
formed  in  great  force  near  the  Mannaton,  and  about  seven 
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milcB  from  Fort  Scolt.  Crcnonil  ^McNeil's  lirlaa^io  promptly 
formed  to  resist  tlieni,  tlio  rebelso  utllaiikiij<:(  him  thi'cc-rourtlis 
of  «i  milo  either  way. 

It  was  at  Ihis  time,  the  rebels  advaucii)!^,  tliat  General 
Pleasaiiton  sent  me  i'orward  to  order  J\[e]Seil  to  advance  liis 
ri<;ht  wiiif?;.  J\IeNeil  i-eplied  :  '1  01)0}^  the  order  with  jdcas- 
iire;  it  is  the  most  joyfnl  news  I  have  heard  to-da}'.' 

''Colonel  Cole  now  opened  on  their  right  and  center  with 
two  Rodman  gnns,  wliich  did  good  execution  and  bi-nkc  their 
cohnnn,  our  forces  at  the  same  time  pressing  their  left,  when 
they  gave  away. 

At  this  time  our  guns  were  pointed  to  their  left,  the  ex- 
treme of  which,  as  well  as  our  right,  was  in  low  gi'ound,  and 
could  not  be  seen  by  the  artillerists.  Our  shot  falling  imme- 
diately in  front  of  our  ranks,  came  very  near  creating  conlu- 
eion.  At  the  request  of  General  ]\IcNeil,  I  rode  rapidly  to 
the  rear  and  communicated  tiie  facts,  when  the  firing  ceased. 

"Sun  was  now  about  one  half  hour  high.  General  Pleas- 
anton,  not  knowing  where  he  was,  remarked  that  he  thought 
lie  should  oi-der  the  troops  to  fall  back  to  the  last  stream 
crossed  (Little  Osage),  to  the  rear  seven  or  eight  miles,  where 
wood  and  water  could  be  had,  as  his  troops  were  much  fatigued 
and  needed  rest.  I  urged  that  he  press  forward,  as  I  under- 
stood it  was  but  a  few  miles  to  the  Mannaton,  and  I  thought 
we  could  drive  the  enemy.  While  we  were  talking,  a  courier 
came  from  General  Mc]S["eil,  asking  for  reinforcements,  as  the 
enemy  was  outflanking  him  on  both  sides,  which  was  plainly 
to  be  seen,  as  he  was  only  distant  about  one  and  a  half  miles. 
l*leasanton  answered  by  saying,  '  Tell  General  McXeil  to  hold 
his  ground  until  reinforced  by  fresh  troops.' 

Lieutenant  Ehle  now  arrived  from  Fort  Scott,  stating  that 
it  was  but  two  and  a  half  miles  to  that  place.  Pleasanton  now 
gave  orders  to  all  his  troops  that  had  come  up  '  to  file  right ' 
for  Fort  Scott.  A  conversation  occurred  between  Pleasanton 
and  myself  in  regard  to  General  Blunt's  forces  coming  up  to 
relieve  and  assist  Mci^eil. 

"The  advance  had  got  about  one  mile  on  the  road  to  Fort 
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Scott,  wl Kill  I  too  started  for  tliul  i)hLco.  J  lual  not  gone  more 
than  eight  hundred  yards  when  J.  came  across  a  hike  or  h'lgoon, 
with  ])k:nty  of  watei*.  I  immediately  addressed  a  note  to  (ien- 
cral  J^easanton,  notiiying  liim  of  the  fact,  at  tlie  same  timo 
stating  to  liim  it  would  he  a  proper  ])lace  for  J^lunt's  command 
to  camp,  and  provisions  could  he  sent  out  to  liim.  1  arrived 
in  advance  of  others  in  Fort  Scott,  after  a  tedious  ride  ol'  six 
or  seven  miles,  instead  of  two  and  a  lialf" 

The  distance  traveled  during  the  day,  and  tlic  frequent  con- 
flicts in  wliich  we  hud  been  engaged  during  the  four  pi-evious 
days  and  nights,  had  indeed  exhausted  men  and  horses.  Still 
it  was  my  earnest  desire  to  rest  on  the  field,  sending  to  Fort 
Scott  for  food  and  forage.  Ihit  ammunition  and  other  sup- 
plies were  also  necessary,  and  the  erroneous  statement  of  the 
distance  to  Fort  Scott  irresistihly  carried  my  main  forces  to 
that  place  of  abundant  supply. 

The  enemy  burned  a  vast  number  of  his  wagons  and  de- 
Btroyed  much  of  his  heavj^  ammunition,  so  as  to  materially 
accommodate  his  further  retreat.  Thus  all  our  troops,  some 
ou  the  field  of  battle  at  Chariot,  and  the  remainder  at  Fort 
Scott,  rested  a  few  hours  on  the  night  of  the  25th  and  26th. 

When  at  Little  Santa  Fe,  I  received  General  Rosecrans's 
^-  dispatch  from  Independence,  of  the  24th,  showing  that  he 
was  then  only  about  fifteen  miles  from  me,  but  he  seems  to  have 
taken  a  difterent  road,  judging  from  the  following  telegram, 
wliich  I  received  at  Fort  Scott :  — 

"  Grand  Kivek,  October  25,  2  p.  m.,  1864. 
"  Major  General  Cxirtis^  Commanding  : — 

"  We  arrived  here  to-day,  at  noon ;  shall  make  Spring 
Grove  to-night.  You  have  so  far  outstripped  us  that  the  in- 
fantry %vill  halt  until  wagon  train  comes  from  Warren sburg, 
by  way  of  Harrison ville.  Will  have  supplies  sent  out  by  that 
place  to  meet  yon. 

"  W.  S.  EosECEANS,  Major  General.'''' 
Arriving  at  Fort  Scott,  I  immediately  issued  the  following 
order,  rescinding  all  that  remained  of  my  order  concerning 
martial  law :  — 
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"  I1kadqi;ai."i  Kijs  Dki'Autmknt  of  Kansas,  | 
"  I'oivT  .Scott,  Octohei-       18Gi.  f 
"  Gknioral  ()iM)j!:ii  ) 
"No.  57.  f 

.  "FiJ'teon  dayn  ago,  {i])])rchciKlino;  «'in  assault  upon  iny  de- 
partment 1)3^  jMajor  Cienei'al  Sterliiio-  Trice,  connnandiiig  a 
force  of  twenty  to  tliirty  thousand  rebels,  intent  n].on  t)ie 
devastation  and  ])hindering  of  the  state  of  Kansas,  1  deemed 
it  necessary  to  proclaim  njartial  law  within  this  state,  and  in 
the  counti-y  occupied  b}^  my  forces,  in  oi'der  to  secure  a  suiii- 
cicnt  force,  with  the  aid  of  the  governor,  to  avert  disasters 
and  maintain  the  honor  and  ])ower  of  thel'ederaJ  government 
within  my  department.  The  ene'.ny  having  been  beatei]  in 
several  battles,  and  driven  below  the  settlements  of  Kansas, 
all  danger  to  the  state  from  that  invasion  seems  to  have  ended, 
and  the  restrictions  and  burthens  incident  to  martial  law  no 
longer  necessary  in  my  command.  General  Order  Ko.  5i  is, 
therefore,  rescinded. 

"  S.  R,  Curtis,  Ilajo?^  General 
Thus  closed  the  eventful  operations  of  the  25th  October, 
during  which  we  had  traveled  nearly  fifty  miles,  and  been 
almost  constantly  fighting  the  enemy.    I  telegraphed  you  as 
follows,  early  the  next  morning:  — 

"Fort  Scott,  October  2Gth,  1S64. 
"  Major  General  Hallech^  Chief  of  Staff : — 

"  Price  again  deployed  and  fought  us  at  Chariot,  near  this 
place,  where  he  outflanked  us,  but  was  soon  broken  up  by 
artillery  firing  on  his  center  and  a  cavalry  charge.  TThile  tliis 
was  going  on  he  burned  most  of  his  train  and  again  resumed 
his  retreat. 

"Having  saved  this  post  by  pressing  ln*s  rear,  I  have  sup- 
plies which  I  am  arranging  in  half  loaded  wagons  to  feed  my 
troops.  1  think  I  have  all  of  Price's  cannon  but  three,  and 
thousands  of  his  arms  are  scattered  along  the  road.  I  shall 
proceed  in  the  pursuit  with  all  the  forces  1  can  keep  on  the 
way. 

"  S.  R.  Curtis,  Major  Geiicral^ 
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1  am  bIdco  ijilbrined  lliat.  General  Ph^asaJiton  noit  a  dib- 
patcli  to  General  lioseerans,  of  this  date  or  tlie  day  lollowin;,', 
in  which  he  represented  the  niatlcj-as  a  conclusion  of  the  cam- 
paign, and  further  purbuit  iinnec(!ssary ;  but  Geiicral  JCo.se- 
crans  did  not  receive  it  till  he  reached  ^\^arrenshlIrg,  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  27th. 

The  entire  federal  force  from  Kansas,  j\Iis6oiiri,  Iowa,  and 
elsewhere  had  exhibited  the  utmost  courage  and  gallantry, 
and,  as  far  as  possible,  had  engaged  the  enemy  wherever  he 
offered  battle. 


Furtlier  Pursuit  of  tlio  Enemy,  below  Port  Scott. 

The  deflection  to  i<'ort  Scott  increased  our  distance  near  ten 
miles,  and  otherwise  delayed  the  movement,  but  it  was  par- 
tially compensated  by  our  securing  a  good  meal  of  victuals 
and  a  few  hours  rest  for  most  of  our  troops,  besides  making 
many  improvements  in  our  outfit  and  supplies. 

My  chief  quartermaster.  Captain  Insley,  and  chief  commis- 
Bary,  Captain  Breckeuridge,  deserve  great  credit  for  the  un- 
tiring exertions  they  made  to  furnish  the  troops  at  this  time 
and  subsequently.  Major  McKenny,  ]^[ajor  Curtis,  Major 
Hunt,  and  others  of  my  staff  labored  njost  of  the  night  in 
directing  matters  of  supplies,  so  as  to  resume  the  pursuit  early 
next  morning. 

I  ordered  General  Blunt  to  take  the  advance  and  move  early 
on  the  26th,  and  General  Sanborn  assured  me  that  he  would 
follow  promptly  and  support  my  movement  heartily.  Being 
thus  assured  of  the  united  forces  of  General  Pleasanton  and 
my  own  regular  forces,  I  discharged  all  the  remaining  Ivjin- 
sas  militia,  believing  our  regular  volunteers  were  suflicient  i'or 
future  operations  against  Price's  broken  down  and  greally 
demoralized  forces. 

I  had,  up  to  this  time,  avoided  a  formal  assumption  of  com- 
mand (although  I  had  fulh^  directed  matters),  supposing  every 
hour  that  General  Rosecrans  w^ould  overtake  us,  and,  being 
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niy  Beuior,  claim  nnd  receive  Uio  direcfioii  of  afiairs.  Tlis  dis- 
patch  of  llic  25tli,  dated  at  Grand  Jtivcr,  addressiiii^  uie  as 

Comniaiulii !<;•,"  and  eayini;,'  lie  would  Koiid  rne  sii);]))ies,  im- 
plied doubts  as  to  his  early  }>ersoiial  presence.  I  therefore 
informed  Oeneral  Tleasanton  that  I  took  the  responsiljilltlee, 
and  must,  therefore,  have  the  direction  of  aflairs. 

I  ordered  the  prisoners  to  be  sent  back  to  Fort  Leaven- 
worth, where  the  new  prison  was  ready  and  convenient  to 
hold  them,  givin<^  orders  to  provost  marshals  to  this  etlcct.  I 
had  previousl}^  assigned  a  regiment  of  Missouri  troops  to  escort 
the  prisoners,  and  supposed  all  matters  relative  to  them  were 
satisfactory  to  everybody.  I  also  directed  half  loaded  teams 
to  follow  my  movement,  day  and  night,  with  provisions  and 
other  necessary  supplies. 

Having  so  arranged  matters  in  rear,  at  an  early  hour  in  the 
morning  I  joined  Colonel  Moonlight  in  the  advance,  to  find 
the  enemy's  trail  and  continue  the  pursuit.  After  going  a 
few  miles,  I  got  reliable  intelligence  which  induced  me  to 
Bend  back  the  following  order  :  — 

"  Headquakters  Army  of  the  Eorder,  ) 
"  In  the  Field,  October  26th,  1864-.  j 

Commanding  Officers^  Generals  Blunt  and  Pleasanton  : — 

"  I  have  reliable  information  that  the  enemy  have  all  crossed 
at  Adamson  ford  and  gone  eastward.  I  therefore  direct  all 
forces  to  move  by-  the  shortest  route  to  that  point,  and  follow 
me  in  pursuit. 

"  S.  K.  Curtis,  Major  General,'*^ 
"We  struck  the  rebel  trail  near  Shanghai,  Barton  county, 
Missouri,  about  twenty-five  miles  from  Fort  Scott,  where  I 
camped  for  the  night,  to  allow  all  the  troops  to  close  up. 

October  27th,  we  followed  the  enemy's  trail  all  day  and 
most  of  the  night.  The  division  of  General  Pleasanton  was 
moving  up  on  difterent  lines  in  their  several  brigades. 

By  a  telegram  subsequently  received  from  General  A.  J. 
Smith,  dated  Ilarrisonville,  October  27th,  I  was  informed: 
"General  Tlosecrans  left  here  yesterday  for  Pleasant  Hill,  and 
that  point  this  morning  for  Warrensburg."    So  it  seems  Gen- 
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eral  ]los(!Crans  must  luive  I'eliiHjulslicd  llie  idea  of  j)('i  -:onal 
])artici])ati()n  in  llio  puiBuit  about  tliat  ]dace  and  tinio  (the 
SGtli),  and  lie  must  liave  aiwivod  at  Wai'iensbui-g  the  ovoning 
of  tbat  day,  wlien  I  was  at  Sbangbai,  i\Iissouri,  a])Out  twonty- 
fivc  miles  from  Fort  Scott. 

AtSbangbai  1  beard  some  cban<i;c  bad  been  made  concern- 
ing prisoners,  but,  caring  iiotbing  about  tbeir  cbange,  made 
no  objection  to  it. 

As  a  furtber  proof  of  com])lete  barmony  being  secured  as 
to  our  diflerent  forces,  I  received  tbe  following  letter  from 
General  Pleasanton :  — 

"  Headquarters  Cavalry  Division,  ) 
"  Fort  Scott,  October  2Ttb,  dayligbt.  j 

Major  General  Curtis  : — 

"  General  McNeil's  brigade  moved,  yesterday,  after  your 
command.  General  Sanborn  is  now  upon  tlie  Lamar  road, 
and  will  pusb  until  be  strikes  tbe  enemy's  trail,  and  will  fol- 
low it  up  as  fast  as  be  can.  lie  bas  been  directed  to  report 
often.  My  two  other  brigades  arc  moving  to  join  you,  but, 
from  tbe  exhausted  condition  of  the  animals,  this  must  be 
slow.  My  artillery,  particularly,  cannot  go  farther,  as  it  is, 
and,  not  being  able  to  obtain  fresh  horses,  I  have  taken  the 
best  horses  for  four  pieces,  and  leave  the  rest  behind. 

"  Escaped  prisoners  state  that  Price  blew  up  his  ammuni- 
tion train  yesterday,  and  has  but  one  gun  left. 

"In  reference  to  the  prisoners  captured  in  the  late  engage- 
ments, the  misunderstanding  doubtless  originated  from  some 
of  your  staff  officers  not  comprehending  your  orders.  The 
Missouri  troops  felt  hurt  in  not  being  allowed  any  pai  ticipa- 
tion  in  guarding  the  prisoners,  and  this  feeling  was  increased 
by  a  Colonel  Ritchie,  wdio  in  the  most  violent  manner  began 
to  seize  officers  of  my  staff,  and  declared  they  were  arrested 
by  your  orders.  In  this  manner  he  arrested  your  provost 
marshal,  and,  as  no  remonstrance  of  mine  had  any  effect  on 
his  conduct,  I  directed  General  Sanborn  to  keep  him  quiet 
until  I  could  report  to  you.  I  repaired  to  your  quarters,  but 
found  you  had  left.    I  then  requested  Major  McKenney,  your 
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aid-do-cani]^,  to  report  the  lacts  to  yon,  wliicli  lie  proini.iod  to 
do.  A  niijuber  or})crsoiis  liavc  siiico  iiironiiod  lijo  tliat  Colo- 
n(;l  Jvitcliic's  mind  is  so  weak  that  he  is  not  lit  to  be  trnstcd 
with  any  business  of  iniportiinco. 

"1  trust  this  exphmation  will  be  salislactory.  Your  ar- 
rangement for  (^aj)tain  IJall,  pi*ovost  niarslial,  to  lake  charue 
of  the  ])risoners  and  escort  iheni  to  Leavenwoi-th,  sh;i]]  be 
Btrictly  carried  out,  and  1  will  see  that  he  is  furnibhed  a  sufji- 
cient  guard  of  botli  Kansas  and  ^lissouri  troops,  ii'  ho,  desire 
it.  I  have  heard  of  no  im})ut;itions  or  reflections  on  the  Kan- 
sas troops,  and  my  desire  is  that  the  Missouri  troops  shoidd 
serve  with  them  in  perfect  harmony. 

I.  was  infonned  last  night  that  General  Rosecrans  left  Lit- 
tle Santa  Fe  yestercla}^  morning  to  overtake  us.  I  have  not 
been  able  to  hear  of  him  since. 

"From  the  effects  of  a  sevei'e  fall,  and  exhaustion  from  my 
late  arduous  services,  I  am  unable  to  move  this  niorning,  and 
I  forward  the  certilicate  of  my  medical  director  to  that  efiect, 
with  the  ]'equest  that,  as  soon  as  I  can  do  so,  I  may  be  per- 
mitted to  relurn  to  St.  Louis,  where  I  can  obtain  proper  care 
and  attention. 

"I  shall  direct  the  diflerent  brigades  of  my  command  to  re- 
port to  you  directly;  and  wishing  you,  General,  every  success, 
"I  remain,  very  truly  yours, 

"  A.  Pleasanton,  Major  General  Commanding.'^'' 

I  insert  this  correspondence  in  order  to  refute  the  erroneous 
re]'orts  circulated  in  St.  Louis  during  my  pursuit  of  the  enemy, 
concerning  my  having  grasped  for  these  spoils  of  victory  for 
personal  advantages.  My  reply,  written  on  the  field  imme- 
diately on  the  receipt  of  this  very  good  letter  from  General 
Pleasanton,  will  give,  better  than  anything  else,  my  impres- 
sions and  expectations  as  to  these  matters,  which  were  7iow 
some  sixty  miles  in  my  rear.  I  ask  for  no  false  plumes,  and 
pluck  none  from  my  comrades  in  arms  for  my  wearing  :  — 
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"  31  i:aj)qij Airrijis  Akmy  of  'nn:  lioKin.i:,  ) 
Camp  at  Coon  Ckkkk,  r>:;;()  )•.  m.,  Oct.  27,  KSOJ.  f 

Majo7'  General  Vleascmion  : — 

*'Youis  of  this  morniii<^  is  received,  and  I  am  glad  tolioar 
you  have  pnBlied  forward  your  troo)).s. 

Price  ]ias  destroyed  a  lai'i;o  aniount  of  t)'aH.s})ortation,  and 
strewed  tlie  way  with  his  material  ol'  evei-y  kind  he  couKl  no^ 
burn.  Strangling  re])els  are  ijeing  t.aken,  and  all  a})pearances 
indicate  the  exhansted  condition  of  the  rebel  forces.  I  am 
also  well  informed  by  intelligent  men  of  our  militia,  who  have 
been  in  tlieir  cam])  as  prisoners  for  three  or  four  days,  that 
our  prisoners  in  Price's  hands  ai'e  treated  very  badl}'.  Sev- 
eral have  been  shot  down  in  the  presence  of  the  provost 
guard.  Most  of  them  arc  driven  along  on  foot,  after  being 
robbed  of  their  clothing,  including  their  shoes. 

*'A11  this,  however,  must  not  provoke  us  to  acts  of  barbarity 
towards  our  prisoners,  but  will  be  a  matter  of  settlement  when 
we  secure  the  commander,  which  I  trust  will  not  be  long 
postponed.  I  approve  of  your  arrangements  for  escorting  the 
prisoners,  and,  in  view  of  your  indisposition,  recommend  that 
instead  of  taking  leave  of  absence,  to  which  your  certificate 
of  the  surgeon  entitles  you,  that  you  will  proceed  yourself  in 
the  same  direction,  taking  a  general  charge  of  their  proper 
care.  ,  I  prefer  they  should  stop  at  Leavenworth,  as  an  ex- 
change will  probably  be  made,  and  delivery  through  Arkansas 
may  be  most  convenient  and  preferable,  besides  I  will  try  to 
make  immediate  terms  of  exchange  with  Price,  so  as  to  stop 
the  cruel  march  which  Price's  prisoners  are  now  performing. 

"  I  am  sorr}^  General,  that  I  cannot  have  you  longer  in  this 
interesting  and  eventful  campaign,  but  hope  we  may  meet 
as:ain  and  revive  the  incidents  of  march  and  battle  that  re- 
ward  such  signal  success  during  our  associations  in  this  cam- 
paign. 

"I  highly  approve  of  your  eiibrts  to  maintain  a  good  under- 
standing between  troops  of  different  states  and  diflerent  de- 
partments, and  assure  you  it  will  be  heartily  I'eciprocatcd  by 
me.    As  to  the  matter  of  Colonel  Eitchie,  I  hope  you  will 
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uiitliorizc  Ills  (liKcliar^^o,  find  f  wW)  {niai-anteo  no  furllif;!-  con- 
sideration of  1  lie  subject  will  be  entertained.  Jle  be](jn;:.s  to 
anotlier  dej)artinent,  and,  as  an  act  ol' courtesy,  J  acce])ted  liis 
Bcrvice  as  a  volunteer  aid,  but  do  not  wish  you  to  make  anybody 
accountable  i'or  liis  extraordinary  and,  pcrliapB,  excessive 
zeal. 

''Hoping  your  liealth  may  soon  revive,  and  you  may  long 
enjoy  peace  and  prosperity, 

"I  am,  General,  very  respectfully  yours, 

"  S.  11.  Curtis,  Majo?'  General  Commandinfj ^ 

I  was  not  caring  for  the  guns  and  prisoners  wliicli  we  bad 
captured,  now  in  my  rear,  but  iiitcnt  on  tbe  ])rospect  of  again 
reacbing  tbe  retreating  foe.  For  tbis  purpose  I  continued  tbe 
marcb  tbat  nigbt,  baiting  at  3  o'clock  a.  m.,  October  2Stb,  at 
the  ruins  ofCartbage.  Here  we  rested  three  hours  for  break- 
fast and  foraging.  I  found  exhausted  rebels  bad  been  left 
here  in  a  starving  condition,  one  or  two  having  died  of  hun- 
ger. I  again  hurried  forward  my  own  vv-eary  troops,  confident 
of  soon  overhauling  the  enemy's  rear ;  but,  understanding 
Price  was  cruelly  treating  bis  prisoners,  I  sent  Major  AtcKenny 
forward  with  a  liag  of  truce,  conveying  a  demand,  on  tbe  rebel 
general  for  tbe  release  of  such  of  bis  captives  whom,  in  his 
extreme  necessity  and  rapid  progress,  he  could  not,  and  did 
not,  treat  with  the  kindness  due  to  prisoners  of  war.  But 
Major  McKenny  had  only  advanced  a  few  miles  when  he 
found  the  enem}^  drawn  up  in  battle  array  at  Diamond  Prairie, 
and  Colonel  Ford  ready  to  deploy  our  advance  brigade  against 
him.  So  it  was  inexpedient  to  convey  this  letter  to  General 
Price.  Soon  after  the  enemy,  of  his  own  accord,  paroled  and 
released  them,  and  it  is  proper  to  say  the  charges  of  cruel 
treatment  had  been  exaggerated. 

Some  of  our  troops,  under  the  immediate  charge  of  Major 
McKenny,  pursued  him,  skirmishing  in  timber  for  about  three 
miles,  capturing  three  prisoners.  The  advance  again  moved 
forward  through  Granby,  approaching  Newtonia  about  two 
o'clock  p.  M. 
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Battle  of  Ncwtonia,  Mij;«ouri.— OcIoIkt  28,  1CC4. 

Gciicral  niuiit,  boiiig  in  advunce,  p^ava  \)(jvin']:/ion  to  Colo- 
nel Mo()uliL,^ht  to  li.'ilt  his  bi'igado  about  oikj  o'clock  i'.  m.,  to 
fecMl  his  liorscs  in  corn-iields  which  were  seen  about  a  lialf 
mile  on  the  right  of  the  road.  General  McNeil  coming  up 
at  this  time,  in  rear  of  (colonel  Moonlight,  and  we  supposing 
General  Blunt's  whole  division  had  made  the  same  divergence, 
baited  his  brigade,  and,  with  other  troops,  joined  -  Colonel 
Moonlight  in  i'ecding  their  weary  horses.  But  J  soon  found 
that  General  Blunt  had  gone  on,  with  only  Jennison's  and 
Ford's  brigades;  and,  ap])rehendin<;  that  he  might  overhaul 
the  enemy  with  this  small  force,  I  directed  General  Sanborn, 
who  at  this  moment  arrived  with  his  brigade,  to  move  on  as 
fast  as  possible,  following  myself,  and  directing  General  Mc- 
Neil also  to  resume  the  march  as  soon  as  possible. 

Meantime  the  enemy  had  halted  near  Newtonia,  and,  as 
General  Blunt  approached,  was  ready  to  receive  bim  with  all 
arms  of  the  service.  General  Blunt  deployed  his  brigades, 
and  immediately  engaged  the  enemy,  the  forces  moving  for- 
ward and  back  alternately,  but  retaining  general  position,  and 
doing  great  damnge  on  both  sides. 

I  arrived  with  General  Sanborn's  brigade  near  sundown, 
and  saw  our  troops,  some  of  them  hard  pressed  and  giving 
way.  McLain's  battery,  badly  cut  up,  was  falling  back  for 
safety,  under  orders,  and  some  stragglers  also,  for  the  first 
time  in  this  campaign,  were  ordered  to  face  about  and  return 
to  the  support  of  our  comrades.  Captain  McLain,  under  my 
direction,  immediately  turned  his  guns  upon  the  enemy,  and 
the  stragglers  turned  back  with  a  shout. 

General  Sanborn  threw  his  forces  immediately  into  line  on 
General  Blunt's  left  and  poured  in  a  heavy  fire.  This  was 
the  occasion  of  new  energies  on  the  right,  and  a  general  ad- 
vance of  our  forces  routed  the  enemy,  who  retreated,  leaving 
his  dead  and  wounded  in  great  numbers  scattered  over  the 
field. 

It  was  now  too  dark  to  follow  through  the  timber,  and  the 
rebels,  scattering  considerably,  continued  their  flight,  a  small 
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detnclinient  going  towards  Oassvillc,  but  the  main  force  cliang- 
ing  their  direction  westward,  taking  the  road  towards  Tine- 
ville. 

This  brilliant  affair  at  Newtonia  is  tlins  described  by  !Major 
General  Blnnt,  who  conirnenced  the  battle  and  sustained  it 
gallantly  until  reinforced,  and  afterwards  until  the  enemy  were 
entirely  conquered  and  routed.    This  is  his  rejiort:  — 

"The  rebel  forces  had  encamped  in  the  timber  south  ol"  the 
town,  on  the  Pineville  road,  with  the  view  of  remaining  there 
until  the  following  day,  thinking  that  the  pursuit  of  our  forces 
had  been  {ibandoned  ;  but  discovering  my  advance  coming  in 
view  on  the  high  ground  overlooking  the  town  of  Newton ia 
from  the  north-west,  they  hastily  broke  camp  and  attempted 
to  move  off.  To  cover  this  movement,  they  deployed  a  force 
of  about  two  thousand  men  upon  the  prairie  to  protect  their 
rear." 

[to  be  continued.] 


ARWIN'S  SATTELMENT. 


BY  WM.  L.  TOOLE,  TOOLE SBOROUGH,  IOWA. 


As  usual  in  all  new  or  first  settlements  of  any  part  of  the 
west,  the  points  or  localities  in  Iowa  first  occupied  became 
known  or  named  by  common  consent,  and  districts  around 
the  first  settlers  named  after  them.  So  we  had,  in  Louisa 
county,  Thornton's,  Storm's,  Goble's,  Isett's,  Smith's,  Creigh- 
ton's,  and  other  settlements ;  and,  through  occurrences,  or 
peculiarity  of  location,  we  had  creeks,  bluffs,  points,  groves, 
and  prairies  named  or  knov/n  as  dead  horse,  dead  wood, 
Indian,  wolf,  deer,  and  eagle,  and  the  hawk  came  in  for  no- 
toriety in  all  localities,  on  account  of  his  constant  vigilance 
and  keenness  of  sight,  and  occupancy  of  all  high  trees  on 
prominent  points.    This  character  or  peculiarity  of  the  hawk 
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caused  hiiri  to  become  more  honored  tJiaii  the  rest  of  the 
feathered  family,  tliroiiL^i  tlie  frequent  use  of  tlie  phrase  of 
^'  eyes  keen  as  a  hawk's,"  and  from  tlie  special  notice  of  him, 
and  refcj-ence  to  keennens  of  liis  eyes,  and  leading  on  to  a 
name  t'^  be  established  for  our  citizens. 

In  these  early  days  of  Iowa,  the  |<eople  had  to  be  as  vigil- 
ant as  hawks,  in  watching  government  officers,  Indians,  and 
intrudei's,  and  were  frequently  charged  with  watchfulness 
equal  to  the  hawk's,  w^ith  having  hawk's  eyes,  or  eyes  keen 
as  a  luiwk's,  &c.,  &c. ;  and  from  the  frequent  repetition  of 
this  charge  of  watchfulness,  and  keenness  of  sight  equal  to 
the  Iiawk,  or  people  with  hawk's  eyes,  gradually  grew  the 
appellation  or  application  of  the  name  of  Ilawk-Eycs,  and 
the  people  having  no  objections  to  be  so  distinguished  or 
named  and  the  name  Ilawk-Eye  be  perpetuated.  And  as 
our  state  extended  its  limits  this  name  llawk-Eye  went  with 
it;  so  that  all  the  citizens  of  Iowa  are  now  called  Ilawk-Eyes, 
and  the  state  the  Ilawk-Eye  state.  The  watchful  hav/k  should 
be  pleased  that,  through  the  known  watchfulness  and  keen- 
ness of  his  eyes,  the  whole  people  of  a  prominent  state  derive 
Buch  a  name. 

arwin's  sattelment. 

As  before  said,  among  the  names  of  districts  and  localities 
established  by  common  consent,  we  had  the  name  of  settle- 
ments after  the  first  settlers  therein  ;  and  after  those  names 
of  localities,  creeks,  and  settlements  had  been  established,  an 
Irishman  named  Erwin  located  himself  in  this  district,  and 
near  what  was  then  known  as  Walling's  Landing,  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi river.  He  was  a  very  good  citizen,  v/ell  educated, 
enterprising,  and  ambitious,  and  determined  to  vary  from  the 
general  rule  of  adopting  names  by  common  consent,  through 
occurrences  or  peculiarity  of  location,  or  first  settlement,  and 
adopt  one  of  his  own,  and  proceeded  by  declaration  to  blot 
out  and  obliterate  all  the  already  established  names,  and 
he  drew  up  a  writing  to  this  efiect.    The  novelty  of  said  de- 
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claratioii  v/Jis  in  the  i)cciiliar  nianiicr  oi'  hj)c]liijpj  and  pro- 
nouncing in  the  Ji'isli  style,  in  hi^  cleorciO  ha  went  at  once 
into  liis  main  wish  after  this  style,  and  intended  i'oj'  a  district 
as  hirge  as  a  county  ;  viz. :  "  This  sattclnicnt  sliall  be  known 
and  dazignated  as  Arwin's  (Erwin's)  sattehncnt,  and  its  beau- 
tiful stranio  of  watter  tihall  be  ];nown  and  dazignated  as  Ar- 
win's  stranie,  and  its  beautiful  sluite  of  watter  shall  be  known 
as  Arwin's  lake,  and  that  most  convaijient  landing  for  stame- 
boats  and  crafts  of  all  de8cri])tion.s,  on  the  Massursipo,  in  front 
hereof,  shall  be  known  and  dazignated  as  Arwin's  landing;, 
and  all  new  sattlers  in  Arwin's  sattelment  shall  have  the  ])]o- 
taction  of  the  old  sattlers  in  their  claims  and  general  I'ights^ 
and  no  one  shall  be  permitted  to  molast  them  so  long  as  they 
are  thamsalvcs  pacible  and  good  catizens,  abiding  the  rules 
and  laws  of  Arwin's  sattelment." 

He  went  on  with  quite  a  list  of  rules  and  regulations  there- 
in, which  suited  the  times  and  purposes  very  well.  But, 
although  ]\Ir.  Erwin  was  a  very  useful  and  good  citizen,  and 
generally  esteemed,  yet  the  people  of  the  different  established 
settlements  and  localities  were  not  willing  to  obliterate  all  es- 
tablished names  and  boundaries  to  gratify  him  in  his  ambi- 
tion. Therefore  he  had  to  conline  his  ambition  and  perpetua- 
tion of  name  to  Arwin's  claim  (on  government  land,  unj/iiid 
for),  wdiich  was  comparatively  about  as  extensive  as  his  pro- 
posed Arwin's  sattelment;  and  the  claim  laws,  previously  es- 
tablished by  tlie  people,  not  protecting  him  in  so  large  a  tract, 
quite  a  number  of  amusing  scenes  occurred  in  his  efforts  to 
apply  his  own  rules  in  regard  to  occupancy  of  his  large  claim 
against  the  established  rules  of  the  settlers.  Once  himself 
and  a  hired  man  became  alarmed  and  made  a  speedy  retreat, 
each  one  contenting  himself  therein  that  the  other  was  the 
most  alarmed,  M]'.  Erwdn  finally  yielded  to  the  former  estab- 
lished by-laws  and  rules  ;  and  having  his  claim  so  greatly  re- 
duced, and  still  anxious  for  wider  domains  and  larger  claim s,^ 
he  finally  moved  to  v/liere  he  vrould  be  less  crowded  ;  but  the- 
peo}:)le  therebj  lost  a  good  and  useful  citizen. 
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CiiAKLES  Negus,  tlie  antlior  ol' llic  ai-ticlos  written  for  tlio 
Annals  on  tlic  Early  History  of  Iowa  (whose  ])ortrait  is  pub- 
lished ill  this  miniber  of  the  Annals),  is  a  native  of  Massa. 
cliusetts,  and  was  a  boy  of  his  ov/n  genius  —  marked  put  his 
owu  course  of  life,  and  is  indebted  to  no  one  for  his  fortune. 

Silas  ISTog-ns,  In's  grandfather,  was  a  ])}iysician  by  profession, 
the  father  of  four  children  —  two  girls  and  two  boys.  One 
girl  died  young;  the  other  was  married  and  hud  tlirce  chil- 
dren, but  all  are  dead.  The  oldest  son  was  for  many  years  a 
noted  physician  in  AVebster,  Mass.  Lyman  Negus,  the  father 
of  Charles,  was  the  youngest  of  the  family,  and  died  when 
young;  and  at  this  time  there  is  no  descendant  of  Silas  Xegus, 
bearing  the  name  of  Negus,  except  Charles  and  his  family. 

SiLis  Negus  w\as  a  man  fond  of  notoriety,  sought  to  move 
in  the  highest  circles  in  society,  did  not  care  for  money,  and 
was  quite  limited  in  his  means.  Japhet  Cortis,  the  grand- 
father of  Charles  on  his  mother's  side,  was  of  quite  a  different 
turn.  He  w-as  a  farmer,  rather  miserly  in  disposition,  careless 
in  his  ])ersonal  appearance,  and  his  great  ambition  was  to  have 
well  cultivated  fields,  good  stock,  and  money  at  interest,  and 
he  was  one  of  the  wealthiest  farmers  in  his  township.  Lyman 
Negus  was  a  young  man  of  a  business  turn  of  mind,  and  was 
employed,  after  he  became  *old  enough,  as  a  clerk  in  a  mer- 
cantile house  in  Boston. 

Susan  Cortis,  the  mother  of  Charles,  was  regarded  as  the 
belle  of  her  parish,  and  her  beauty,  and  the  wealth  of  her 
father,  caused  her  to  have  many  suitors.  Lyman  Negus  and 
Susan  Cortis  were  clandestinely  married  wdien  quite  young 
neither  of  them  being  nineteen  years  old.  This  act  was  not 
agreeable  to  their  parents,  and  particularly  to  the  old  gentle- 
man, Ja})het  Cortis,  for  he  thought  no  3'oung  man  worthy  of 
his  consideration  unless  he  was  disposed  to  cultivate  the  soil 
for  a  living.  But  when  he  found  his  daughter  was  married, 
to  make  the  best  of  it  ho  could,  ho  proposed  to  his  son-in-law 
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to  put  liirn  on  a  farm  ;  but  tliis  modo  of  nialciii^^'  .'i  liviu;^  was 
not  ill  accordance  with  tlie  idea  of  Ljnian,  and  lie  j)r(j{)OBr:d 
to  take  his  young  wife  to  J>oston,  and  would  not  yield  to  the 
rcqnosts  of  his  father-in-law. 

The  ohl  gentleman  being  pos^pesscd  of  rather  a  tyrannical 
disposition  and  disposed  to  have  everything  his  own  way,  and 
being  Bomewlnit  vexed  at  the  manner  in  which  his  daughter 
had  been  married,  his  feelings  became  aroused,  and  he  dealt 
out  to  his  son-in-law  some  very  severe  reprimands.  Smarting 
under  tlie  cutting  words  of  the  old  gentleman,  Jie  abruptly 
left. 

These  things  took  ])lace  afiei-  the  commencement  of  the  war 
of  1812,  and  at  a  time  when  the  United  States  was  making 
great  eilbrts  to  raise  troops;  and  Lyman  meeting  with  a  ]'e- 
cruiting  officer  while  smarting  under  the  reprimaiuls  received 
from  the  old  gentleman,  enlisted  as  a  soldier  in  the  regular 
army.  The  regiment  to  which  he  was  assigned  was  at  first 
stationed  at  Boston.  This  happened  before  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  born,  and  Avas  a  rash  act  on  the  part  of  his  father, 
which  he  afterwards  deeply  regretted,  and  efforts  were  made 
by  himself  and  parents  for  his  release,  but  without  success. 
He  visited  his  wife  several  times  after  his  enlistment,  but  soon 
after  Charles  Negus  was  born,  his  regiment  was  ordered  away 
from  Boston,  and  he  never  saw  his  wife  or  son  after  he  left 
that  place.  The  last  that  was  ever  known  of  him  for  a  cer- 
tainty by  his  family  was  that  he  left  New  York  with  his  regi- 
ment for  Mobile,  for  the  purpose  of  settling  some  difficulties 
with  the  southern  Indians.  It  was  reported  that  he  was  killed 
in  battle,  but  the  particulars  of  his  death  were  never  ascer- 
tained by  his  family  ;  yet  it  is  probable  that  the  report  was 
true,  and  that  his  ashes  remain  somewhere  in  tlie  sunny  south, 
as  he  never  was  heard  of  afterwards. 

Thus  Charles,  when  an  infant,  was  left  without  paternal 

'   care,  and  lived  most  of  the  time  in  the  families  of  one  or  the 
other  of  his  grandparents  till  in  the  ninth  year  of  his  age. 

/  This  year  w-as  a  sad  period  in  the  events  of  the  life  of  Charles, 
for  during  that  year  his  father's  mother  and  his  mother's 
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fatlier  died,  find  botli  of  tlic  families  ol"liis  ^raiidj).'i)'eiit?;  were 
broken  up,  and  his  niotlier  was  nianiod  a«];ain.  Cliarles  no 
lon^i^er  liaving  a  lionie  .  il.li  Ijis  i^randparcnts,  went  to  li\'e 
with  his  etep-father.  Being  an  ori)h[in,  lie  had  been  tenderly 
carcid  for  b^^  his  f^randparenls,  ])etted  and  induli^ed  in  all  his 
whims.  His  step-iather  liad  but  little  experience  in  managing 
for  liimself.  Jle  was  an  only  son,  and  his  fatlier,  al'ter  he  was 
married,  gave  liim  a  farm  and  the  means  with  which  to  carry 
it  on.  A  few  months  after  this  his  lather  died,  and  he  undo'took 
to  settle  up  the  estate.  Within  about  a  year  and  a  lialf  after 
his  marriage  he  got  a  Large  addition  to  liis  possessions  by  re- 
ceiving the  patrimony  of  his  wife. 

This  sadden  acquiring  of  wealtli,  instead  of  being  a  benefit 
to  him,  nearly  proved  his  ruin,  for  the  settling  up  of  his  father's 
estate  took  him  a  great  deal  from  home,  and  having  monej'  at 
bis  command,  those  of  not  the  best  character  sought  to  asso- 
ciate themselves  with  him.  He  became  reckless,  drank,  and 
gambled,  till  in  a  few  years  he  had  spent  nearly  all  he  had. 
But,  to  his  credit,  he  afterwards  reformed  and  became  an  in- 
dustrious man. 

Charles,  for  the  first  year  after  he  went  to  live  with  his 
step-father,  bad  a  very  pleasant  home;  but  after  he  became 
dissipated  he  saw  very  difl'erent  times  from  what  he  had  en- 
joyed with  his  grandparents.  His  step-father  became  cross 
and  abusive  to  liim  and  his  mother,  took  no  interest  in  his 
welfare,  but  made  him  work  very  hard,  and  the  family  rela- 
tions were  anything  but  pleasant. 

Charles  was  a  remarkably  large,  stout  boy,  and  but  few  of 
his  age  could  compete  with  him  in  strength  and  activity,  while 
bis  step-father  w^as  a  very  small  man,  and  when  under  the  in- 
fluence of  liquor  was  almost  like  a  child  in  strength.  The 
conduct  of  his  step-father  was  such  that  Charles  had  no 
respect  for  him,  and  often  used  language  to  him  which  was 
not  becoming  in  a  boy  to  a  man.  And  on  one  occasion,  when 
Charles  was  only  about  twelve  years  old,  for  an  offense  of  this 
kind,  his  step-father  procured  a  large  switch  and  prepared  to 
whip  him ;  but  as  he  advanced  towards  him,  Charles  looked 
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liirn  Btornly  in  llie  face,  mid  sriid  :  "  You  htivc  tlio  ability  1/> 
do  witli  1110  now  as  you  please,  but  wlieu  you  are  dj-iink  J  can 
manage  you,  ami  if  you  wiiip  uio  ?iow,  tlie  first  lime  you  ^ct 
drunk  J  will  pay  you  ba(*l:  lor  it."  This  kind  of  j-easonin^^ 
caused  liis  step-fatbcr  to  dro})  tbc  switch,  and  lie  ne\'e]'  after- 
wards attem])ted  to  cliastise  his  step-son. 

Cluirles's  step-father  was  desirous  ol'  keeping  ]iim  at  homo 
for  the  services  which  he  coukl  i)eribrni,  and  by  the  Laws  of 
the  state  had  the  right  to  control  him  till  lie  was  iburtecn 
years  old.  When  at  that  age  Charles  chose  a  guardian,  and 
loft  his  step-lather.  From  that  time  ho  managed  his  own 
afRiirs  and  sha]>ed  his  own  course.  Tlie  example  set  by  his 
step-father,  and  the  associations  thrown  around  him,  were  not 
such  as  were  intended  to  im})rovc  tlie  morals  of  a  youth,  and 
Charles  was  rather  inclined  to  be  a  rude  boy,  though  the  sad 
eflect  upon  the  domestic  happiness  of  his  mother,  produced  by 
the  drunkenness  and  gambling  of  his  step-father,  caused 
Charles  to  resolve,  when  a  lad,  whatever  else  he  might  be,  he 
never  would  be  a  gambler  or  a  drunkard,  which  resolution, 
thus  far  in  his  life,  has  been  scrupulously  kept. 

When  in  his  seventeenth  year,  there  was  a  great  religious 
revival  in  the  neighborhood  where  Charles  lived,  and  many 
became  converted.  Among  others,  he  joined  the  church, 
which  produced  a  great  change  in  his  life.  His  leisure  mo- 
ments, instead  of  being  spent  in  amusements,  as  formerly, 
were  now  employed  in  reading  and  study,  and  from  that  time 
lie  became  a  hard  student. 

Soon  after  this  he  engaged  to  work  at  the  machinery  busi- 
ness ;  but  at  the  end  of  a  year,  contrar}^  to  the  advice  of  his 
guardian  and  most  of  his  friends,  he  quit  that  business  and 
went  to  school  at  the  Wosleyan  academy,  a  Methodist  institu- 
tion at  Wilbrahani,  Massachusetts.  The  only  means  he  had  to 
stipport  himself  v/ith  was  about  seventy  dollars,  which  he  had 
accumulated  by  his  own  industry,  and  a  hundred  dollars,  with 
the  interest  on  it,  which  his  grandfather  Cortis  left  him  by  his 
will.  While  here  he  earned  enough  to  pay  his  board,  and 
only  used  his  money  to  buy  his  clothes  and  books  and  pay  his 
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tuition.  lie  was  at  tin's  in.slitut  ioi)  a  little  over  two  ycarK,  and 
in  this  time  liad  advanced  in  Ids  .studies  far  enough  to  enter 
C0ilei;'C. 

llis  classmates  were  maldni^  tlicir  calculations  to  ^"^o  to  col- 
lege, and  (JharloR  was  desirous  to  go  with  ihom,  but  his  little 
means  had  been  exhausted,  and  he  saw  no  way  by  wliich  liis 
desires  could  be  gratified.  This  caused  him  many  anxious 
thouHits  and  Hoomv  houi's.  But  about  six  weeks  before  the 
term  closed,  a  cousin  of  his,  an  interesting  young  lady,  who 
was  making  ready  for  her  nuj^tials,  was  taken  sick,  and  on  the 
day  appointed  for  her  wedding  were  performed  the  services  of 
lier  funeral.  This  young  lady  was  ])0ssessed  of  some  means, 
and  in  her  last  moments  thought  of  her  cousin,  and  in  the  dis- 
tribution of  her  property  by  will  gave  Charles  two  hundred 
dollars.  This  enabled  him  to  enter  colleo:e  with  his  class- 
mates,  and  he  became  a  student  in  the  "Wesleyan  university, 
at  Middletown,  Connecticut,  in  1834. 

Charles  was  not  ashamed  to  turn  his  hand  to  anything  by 
which  he  could  make  an  honest  dollar.  While  most  of  the 
students  spent  their  leisure  hours  in  amusements,  he  spent 
his  in  some  useful  labor.  In  this  way,  and  by  teaching  school 
in  the  winter,  he  graduated  in  1S3S,  with  honors  higher  than 
most  of  his  class. 

The  tax  on  his  physical  and  mental  faculties  was  such  that 
it  very  much  impaired  his  health,  and  when  he  left  college 
his  friends  thought  he  would  be  soon  taken  away  with  con- 
sumption; but,  being  possessed  of  a  vigorous  constitution, 
and  having  a  relaxation  from  his  study,  he  soon  regained  his 
health.  While  at  school  he  not  only  obtained  book  knowl- 
edge, but  Icanied  another  important  lesson  —  the  vahie  of 
money,  and  what  it  cost  in  hard  labor  to  make  a  dollar. 

After  leaving  college,  his  first  intention  was  to  become  a 
teacher,  and  he  engaged  in  a  high  school  in  New  London, 
Connecticut ;  but  he  soon  changed  his  plans,  and  commenced 
the  study  of  law.  After  a  few  months,  for  want  of  means, 
he  had  to  seek  employment,  and,  in  the  fall  of  1S39,  went 
south.  When  he  luid  got  to  Petersburg,  Virginia,  he  had 
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only  lour  dollars  left.  Hero  he  Htojjpod,  and  found  cinploy- 
nient  as  .a  tcacliei-  in  tlu;  I'aniily  ol'uMrs.  lii'oadnax,  ncai'  J)in- 
widdio  court  house.  ]Ie  stayed  in  lliis  laniily  a  year,  and  in 
the  fall  ol'  1840,  applied  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar. 

lie  then  started  ior  the  west,  and  came  to  Iowa,  wln  n  most 
of  the  present  territory  of  the  state  was  Indian  country,  and 
the  ])()])ulation  only  ibrly-three  tliousand,  and  setlled  in  Fnii-- 
field  in  the  sjn'inu^  of  1841,  where  he  has  continued  lo  reside 
to  this  time,  and  has  been  identiHed  witli  the  growth  and 
prosperity  of  the  state. 


LETTEE  EEOM  PROE.  PARVIIT. 


lowA  City,  March  22,  1871. 
Secretary  State  Historical  Socletij  : — 

Deak  Sm :  —  In  the  January"  number  of  the  Annals,  in 
your  enumeration  of  the  lectures  delivered  before  the  society, 
yon  have  overlooked  some,  not  important,  perhaps,  in  them- 
selves, but,  as  part  of  the  history  of  a  historical  society,  neces- 
sary to  be  included.  I  therefore  beg  to  present  you  a  full 
record,  as  a  correction  of  that  on  pages  409—170. 

The^7??'c9Z;  lecture  before  the  "Historical  Society  of  Iowa" 
was  delivered  by  T.  S.  Parvin,  at  li^  first  anniversary,  at  Iowa 
City,  on  the  24th  of  December,  1857,  in  the  old  atlii^neum, 
then  standing  on  the  Sanxay  corner,  diagonallj^  from  the  Pres- 
byterian church.  The  subject  was,  "  An  Historical  Discourse, 
relating  ])rincipally  to  the  early  discoveries  in  the  Mississippi 
valley." 

The  second  was  at  its  fifth  anniversary,  January  8th,  1861, 
in  the  Methodist  church,  by  Hon.  Hiram  Price,  of  Davenport; 
subject,  ^'The  Advantages  of  Historical  Associations."  Fol- 
lowing this  address  was  a  line  banquet,  to  which  a  hundred 
or  more  friends  of  the  society  were  invited,  and  attended. 

The  third  ^vi\^  also  delivered  by  T.  S.  Parvin,  in  the  chapel 
of  the  university,  on  the  17th  of  Jul^^  1862,  upon  "The 
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Newspaper  Press  of  Josva,  in  its  jiret  dccado  —  I^Iay,  Jh'iJG, 
November,  184G." 

T\\Qfonr/h  was  by  the  Rev.  Geo.  F.  Mniroiin,  J).  J).,  of  Jov.  ii 
College,  Grinnell,  on  "'J'lie  rust,  l^reseiit,  and  J^'utiire  of  (nir 
Country,"  wliicli  was  also  delivered  in  the  university  cha])el, 
on  the  2Sth  of  June,  18G5. 

Thajtyih  and  last  (not  third)  was  delivered  in  the  new  uni- 
versity chapel,  on  the  27tli  of  January,  1871,  by  Hon.  Charleti 
NeguB,  of  Fairfield,  upon  the  subject  of  "The  Indians  of 
Iowa."  T.  S.  Pakvin. 


BEOOLLEOTIONS  Or  THE  EAELY  SETTLEMEiTT  GE  NOETH- 
WESTERIT  IOWA. 


BY  N.  LEVERING,  GKEENWOOJ),  MO. 


(Continued  from  pago  467.) 

-  During  the  years  of  1S5G  and  1857  the  town  mania  ran  to 
an  alarming  extent  among  the  settlers  of  the  northwest,  while 
corn  and  wheat  fields  were  sadly  neglected.  Yer}-  many 
good  quarter  sections  were  spoiled  by  being  driven  full  of 
stakes  and  gorgeously  displayed  on  paper,  while  the  only  per- 
ceptible improvements  were  the  aforenamed  stakes,  and  the 
only  citizens  goj^hers,  who  held  the  lots  by  right  of  possession, 
and  who  seriously  objected  to  having  their  range  intercepted 
with  Cottonwood  stakes. 

Put  few  out  of  the  many  of  these  paper  towns  proved  a  suc- 
cess, one  of  which  vv^as  Covington,  on  the  Nebraska  side  of 
the  Missouri  river,  opposite  Sioux  City.  It  was  laid  out  by 
one  Pccot,  a  Frenchman,  John  Fenan,  an  Irishman,  the  Seatoii 
brothers,  and  others,  who  made  claims  contiguous  to  each 
other.  Covingtoti,  it  was  thought,  would,  in  time,  be  to  Sioux 
City  as  Covington,  Kentucky,  is  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  The 
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town  is  located  on  low  land,  scai-cc'ly  above  lii^li  water  iji:ii'k, 
covei'cul  a  very  Jicavy  i^-j-owth  of  timbc^r  (mustly  cotton- 
wood),  whic.li  ext(inde(l  np  and  duwn  llie  j'iv\.;j-  lor  neviiral 
miles.  Jt  was  I'roni  this  puint  that  the  citizens  of  Sioux  City 
obtained  thir  sup])ly  of  wood  for  fuel  and  much  of  their  lum- 
ber for  buildin<;'. 

Quite  a  number  of  the  citizens  of  Sioux  City  went  over  on 
the  JSTebraska  side  of  the  river  and  took  timber  claims,  some 
of  whom  resided  on  tlicir  claims  temporarily,  and  others  em- 
ployed ])arties  to  resi(le  upon  and  hold  the  claim  for  them 
until  it  should  be  disposed  of  or  entered  at  the  coming  land 
Bales.  In  many  instances  the  oecn])ant  received  a  portion  of 
tlie  claim,  and  not  unfrequently  ]3ossessing  him  or  themselves 
of  the  entire  claim,  rei;"ardless  of  the  rights  and  interest  of  the 
former  claimant. 

Among  the  many  who  went  over  and  possessed  themselvcB 
of  timber  claims  in  "  the  goodly  laiid,"  was  Rev.  C.  D.  ]\[ai-tiu, 
of  the  Old  School  Presbyterian  church,  a  minister  of  marked 
ability,  who  had  been  breaking  the  bread  of  life  to  the  deni- 
zens of  Sioux  City  for  a  brief  period  of  time,  and  had  not  re- 
ceived temporal  bread  suilicient  for  his  labors  to  sustain  the 
corporeal  existence  of  himself  and  iamily,  who  were  in  very 
limited  circumstances.  Accordingly,  he  secured  a  timber  claim 
of  forty  acres  near  Covington,  upon  which  he  erected  a  cabin 
and  made  preparations  to  move  his  family,  and  make  lumber 
out  of  his  timber,  as  a  steam  saw  mill  was  soon  to  be  erected 
near  him. 

This,  many  of  his  parishioners  and  outsiders  regarded  in  the 
Reverend  as  a  matter  of  speculation,  and  partakiiig  too  much 
of  secular  interest  for  a  minister  to  engage  in.  and  were  some- 
what unsparing  in  their  denunciations.  This  coming  to  the 
ears  of  our  reverend  friend,  he  at  once  determined  to  abandon 
his  flock  to  their  own  destruction,  but  not  without  tirst  giving 
them  a  severe  reprimanding  for  the  stigmas  they  had  cast  up- 
on the  character  of  their  shepherd.  Accordingly,  he  left  an 
appointment  to  preach,  at  which  time  he  i)roposed  to  take 
ministerial  leave  of  Sioux  City.    We  were  ])resent,  and  heard 
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tliis  liis  hist  or  lUrewoll  Hc  i-nion,  wliicli  wns  dolivei  (kJ  in  a  log 
lioiise  on  J)ou.'j;l;{s  street,  o])]>osit(i  the  United  States  land  ollieo, 
and  occuj)i('d  as  a  real  estate  oilice  by  Cnlver,  Jietts,  Co., 
and  afterwards  known  as  the  old  Ibrt. 

lie  cliose  lor  iiis  remarks  on  that  oceasion  the  cxx.  Psalm. 
It  has  never  been  our  })rivile<^o  to  listen  to  a  more  scatchijj*^, 
sarcastic,  and  withering  rebuke  to  the  lalse  tongue,  calumniator, 
etc.,  than  nj)on  tlnit  occasion.  AVhile  he  was  ]jortra}  inir  the 
cliaracter  ot  the  calunmiator,  the  Ibllowing  lines  of  the  poet 
^vere  forcibly  suggested  to  our  mind  :  — 

"Detested  pest  of  social  joy, 

Thou  spoiler  ofJite's  ])leasures, 
Like  moth  or  rust  ye  noon  destroy 
What's  more  tlian  all  our  treasure." 

He  dwelt  in  ti  cutting  manner  on  those  who  had  traduced 
his  motives  and  ])oured  out  the  cup  of  slander  to  its  last  di-egs 
U])on  liis  devoted  head.  The  following  lines  are  a  sample  of 
liis  sarcasm  :  — 

Uuto  the  dregs  thc3^'d  draw  it  out, 

Delighted  with  tlieir  labors, 
Theu  bear  the  burning  swill  about, 

To  treat  their  thirsty  neighbors. 

He  concluded  his  remarks  by  saying  :  "  [N'ow,  brethren, 
Paul  made  tents  for  a  living,  and  I  make  lumber.  jN"o  fault 
was  found  with  Paul  by  his  brethren  for  so  doing,  and  why 
should  you  denounce  me  as  a  speculator,  land  shark,  &c.,  and 
not  Paul  ?  I  repeat  it,  brethren,  Paul  made  tents  and  I  make 
lumber."  He  then  shook  the  dust  from  his  feet,  as  a  testi- 
mony against  the  city,  and  departed  (no  doubt  much  relieved) 
to  his  cottomvood  over  the  river. 

Claims  w^ere  soon  regarded  as  being  very  valuable  about 
Covington,  and  much  difhcidty  was  soon  the  result  amon^i- 
claimers.  It  was  not  an  unusual  thing  for  claims  to  be  jum]j»ed. 
In  the  summer  of  1S57  a  young  man  by  the  name  of  Jolin 
Fitzpatrick,  from  Champaign  county,  Illinois,  purchased  a 
claim  adjoining  Covington.  He  was  a  young  man  of  a'ood 
character,  and  soon  became  much  esteemed  by  the  community. 
Shortly  after  having  })urchascd  his  claim  he  married,  and  left 
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on  a  bridal  tour  to  CliaiiiiJ.iif^n  county,  Illinois,  wliere  liis  fallior 
resided.  J^oforo  loaviiif;-  he  ])lace(l  a  tenant  on  Jiis  claiui,  to 
hold  it  until  he  returned.  Soon  after  lie  lel't,  one  George  L. 
Grifley,  a  Kentuckinn,  wlio  had  been  lounf^in;^  about  Sioux 
City  sonu)  nionlhfi,  and  who  had  been  arre-ted  while  there  on 
a  charge  oi'riot,  and  was  under  bonds  of  $500  for  In's  a})pear- 
ance  at  the  fall  term  of  court,  went  oven*  to  Covin:i;ton,  and 
finding  J^'ilzpatrick's  tenant  absent  irom  the  claiui,  entered 
upon  and  took  possession  of  it,  whicli  he  held  until  Fitz|)at- 
rick  returned,  wliich  was  about  the  8th  of  August,  when  Fitz- 
patrick  ejected  him  from  the  cabin.  In  a  day  or  two  he  re- 
turned, and  found  his  cabin  again  occui)ied  by  Grihey  and  a 
disreputable  character  by  the  name  of  Mahafy.  Fitzpatrick 
offered  no  violence,  but  tohl  the  trespassoi-s  that  lie  would 
seek  redress  at  the  hands  of  the  law.  The  next  day  Fitzpat- 
rick met  with  Griffey  at  Pecot's  house,  in  Covington,  when  ho 
told  G.  that  the  claim  was  his,  and  he  would  law  him  out  of 
it.  Angry  words  now  passed  between  them,  when  F.  told  G. 
that  if  he  would  lay  aside  his  weapouij  he  would  ilog  him,  and 
if  he  did  not  he  would  release  all  his  right  to  the  disputed 
claim.  G.  then  asked  F.  ifhe  was  armed.  "lam  not,"  said 
F.  Fitzpatrick  now  stepped  out  of  the  house  and  a  few  feet 
from  the  door,  and  was  conversing  with  a  friend,  when  Griifey 
stepped  to  the  door,  and,  on  seeing  F.  with  his  back  toward 
him,  drew  his  revolver  and  fired  at  Fitzpatrick,  the  ball  taking 
effect  in  his  left  side,  just  below  the  heart.  The  shot  was 
fatal ;  the  unfortunate  man  lived  about  one  hour. 

The  announcement  of  the  murder  in  Sioux  City  created  the 
most  intense  excitement.  i\Iany  of  the  citizens  crossed  over 
as  quickly  as  it  was  possible,  to  assist  in  capturing  the  mur- 
derer, but  he  made  good  his  escape,  under  cover  of  Mahafy's 
revolver,  who  was  j)articeps  criminis  in  the  bloody  deed. 
Many  of  the  good  citizens  were  soon  armed  with  guns  and 
revolvers  and  in  pursuit  of  the  bloody  villains.  The  timbered 
portion  of  country  for  some  considerable  distance  around  was 
thoroughly  scoured,  but  no  traces  of  the  murderers  were 
found.    Could  they  have  been  captured,  such  was  the  indig- 
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nation  ofllio  ])(:oi)k',  lluit  lli(\y  would,  wlilioul  Jiulgcj  or  jiii'Vj 
liavc)  expiated  their  ^uilt  at  the  end  of"  a  hemp  cord. 

GrifKey  was  never  captnre(L  i\Iahaly  went  to  Omaha,  wh('re 
]ie  liad  not  heen  lon<;'  when  lie  C()mmitfed  a  hrntal  muj-dei", 
for  whicli  lie  was  arrested  and  impri>oned,  a  short  time  al'U;r 
"wliicli  he  broke  jail  and  made  his  esea])e. 

Covinf>-ton  lias  now  grown  into  a  ])lace  of  considerable  inj- 
portance,  and  may  yet,  from  the  genial  rays  of  prosperity  shed 
upon  her  by  lier  twin  sister  Sioux,"  ai-rive  to  that  position 
predicted  for  lier  by  her  foundei's. 

It  was  in  the  fall  of  1855  or  early  in  the  spring  of  1850  (I 
am  not  ccrtJiin  which),  that  Ca})tain  Lyon,  of  tlie  United  States 
army,  then  stationed  at  J*'ort  Jvandal,  was  so  favorably  im- 
pressed with  the  location  of  Sioux  City  in  regard  to  its  many 
commercial  advantages,  which  were  destined  at  no  distant 
day  to  make  her  the  queen  city  of  the  northwest,  that  he  ob- 
tained leave  of  absence  from  his  command  and  came  down  to 
Sioux  City  and  made  a  pre-em})tion  claim  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres,  adjoining  Sioux  City  proper  on  the  west.  Ilis 
claim  extended  south  to  the  Missouri,  which  formed  the  line, 
along  which  the  land  v/as  rongli  and  covered  w^ith  timber  of 
small  growth.  He  built  a  small  cabin  at  the  head  of  a  ravine, 
which  ran  diagonally  through  his  claim.  When  his  cabin  (or 
malogney,  as  he  termed  it,)  was  ready  for  occupancy,  J.  M. 
White  (of  the  firm  of  White  &  Copeland)  went  out,  and  (as 
he  said)  tabernacled  with  the  Captain  in  the  flesh  in  his  ma- 
logney one  night.  The  next  day  (I  think)  the  Captain  proved 
up  his  pre-emption,  AVhite  acting  as  his  witness.  Captain 
Lyon  th(?n  returned  to  his  command,  strongly  impressed  that 
he  had  secured  a  good  investnient  for  the  future. 

This  Captain  Lyon  afterward  was  the  lamented  General 
Lyon,  of  the  late  cruel  war,  who  fell  while  leading  the  gallant 
Iowa  first  in  the  battle  of  Wilson's  Creek,  near  Springfield, 
Missouri,  on  the  10th  day  of  August,  18G1.  Among  the  many 
brave  and  gallant  officers  whose  loss  our  country  was  called 
to  mourn  during  the  late  bloody  rebellion,  none  were  more 
deeply  mourned  by  his  countrymen,  or  whose  death  was  more 
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keenly  A;!!:  as  a  national  calamity,  tliaii  tliaJ  oMxc.navn.]  Lyou. 
lie  was  brave  and  sa<.';aeiou6,  determined  and  inllexihle,  and 
had  the  laeulfy  of  ijispiriiiL;-  his  men  with  the  same  s])ii'it.  lie 
j)ossessed  moi-e  of  the  qualities  of  a  Napoleon  than  any  other 
general  in  the  federal  army. 

It  was  when  General  Lyon  was  making  a  foreed  march  to 
Springfield,  just  prioi-  to  the  battle  of  Wilson's  Creek,  that  tho 
Iowa  regiments  led  the  conjinand  on  every  day's  march  some 
distance  in  advance,  that  General  J^yon  gave  them  the  (not 
very  euphoneous)  name  of  "  Iowa  grey  hounds."  At  the  bat- 
tle of  Wilson's  Creek,  Colonel  Ikites,  of  the  Iowa  first,  was 
Bick  and  unable  to  command  his  regiment,  and  while  Lyon 
was  trying  to  inspire  his  men  with  that  indomitable  courage 
and  bravery  that  was  so  marked  in  his  own  character,  tho 
Iowa  1st  called  to  him  and  said,  "General,  give  us  a  leader, 
and  we  will  follow  him  unto  death."  "  I  will  lead  you,"  said 
the  brave  Lyon ;  "follow  me."  lie  lead,  they  followed  — 
yes,  followed  him  into  the  very  jaws  of  death.  The  General 
was  mounted  on  his  large  dapple-gray  horse,  and  some  rods 
in  the  advance  of  the  regiment,  when  he  received  a  rebel  ball 
through  his  body  and  near  the  small  of  his  back,  which  proved 
fatal.  As  he  fell  with  his  horse,  which  was  killed  also,  his 
body-servant  rode  up.  The  General  turned  to  him,  and, 
calling  him  byname,  said,  "I  am  going  up."  Many  brave 
sons  of  Iowa  bit  the  dnst  that  day,  with  their  heroic  leader, 
whom  they  followed  nnto  death. 

Captain  Skiler  Low^,  a  rebel  captain  (now  of  Independence, 
Missouri),  has  given  me  the  following  statement  in  reference 
to  General  Lyon's  death :  He  says  he  was  stationed  imme- 
diately in  front  of  the  Iowa  regiment  that  General  Lyon  lead  ; 
that  Lyon  advanced  directly  toward  him,  and  several  rods  in 
advance  of  the  Iowa  regiment  that  he  was  leading,  and  that 
the  General  was  mounted  on  a  very  fine  dapple-gi'ay  horse. 
The  captain  says  that  he  so  much  admired  the  generaPs  cour- 
age and  bravery  that  he  did  not  want  to  see  him  killed,  but 
-wanted  him  made  a  prisoner,  and  so  expressed  himself  to 
those  present,  who  coincided  with  him  ;  but  as  soon  as  lire 
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was  0])OiiO(l  llio  f.';eiioral  and  liis  horse  botli  fell,  iieai-  tlicir 
line,  when  he  made  ii  chart;e  with  his  company  to  secure  hiiu, 
which  lie  did  —  he  was  yet  lix  iii^^.  They  bore  Jiim  back  to 
the  rear  of  their  line,  "svhere  every  attention  was  shown  him 
that  the  circumstances  would  ]>e]*ni)t  of,  but  all  to  no  elfect,  .'iB 
he  soon  breathed  his  last.^'  After  the  battlo  his  body  was  sur- 
rendered to  the  Union  forces,  and  so  anxious  were  the  re])el 
soldiers  to  preserve  some  relic  or  memento  of  the  fallen  hero 
that  they  plucked  every  hair  from  the  mane  and  tail  of  his 
liorse. 

On  the  25th  day  of  March,  1858,  W.  IJ.  Tracy,  of  the  firm 
of  Tracy,  Pappan,  &  Co.,"  grocery  and  provision  merchants, 
in  Sioux  City,  got  involved  iji  a  peisonal  difficulty  with  some 
one  in  the  street,  near  his  store  door,  wdiich  resulted  in  a  social 
knock-down,  Vv^hen  W.  D.  Copeland,  a  young  man  who  re- 
sided on  a  claim  in  Nebraska  territory,  and  who  was  then  in 
Sioux  City  on  business,  and  on  a  visit  to  his  relatives,  who 
I'esided  there,  came  up,  wlien  the  party  quarreling  with  Tracy 
commenced  a  conversation  with  Copeland,  when  Tracy  inter- 
fered. High  words  passed  between  Copeland  and  Tracy, 
which  soon  resulted  in  Tracy  firing  his  revolver  at  Copeland, 
the  ball  entering  his  head  near  the  right  eye,  inflicting  a  mor- 
tal wound.  Copeland  was  conveyed  to  the  house  of  his  brother, 
where  he  lingered,  suffering  the  most  excruciating  pain,  until 
the  9th  of  the  month  following,  when  he  expired.  Soon  after 
Tracy  committed  the  murder,  steps  were  taken  for  his  arrest, 
but,  with  the  assistance  of  some  of  his  friends,  he  made  his 
escape  and  fled  to  Fort  Eandal,  wdiere  he  remained  for  a  short 
time,  after  which  he  fled  to  Utah.  A  large  reward  was  oflered 
for  his  arrest,  which  was  never  made. 


♦  Oliver  J.  Victor,  in  his  incidents  and  anecdotes  of  the  war,  says  vhen  Lyon  fcU  he 
was  picked  up  by  his  bodi'-servaut  and  one  of  his  guard  and  phiced  in  an  anibulance,  to 
be  carried  to  Springtield,  where  lie  was  buried  on  the  farm  of  r^Ir.  Phelps,  and  afierw  ards 
taken  up  and  conveyed  to  Connecticut  (his  native  state)  for  burial.  Captain  Low's 
statement  is  corroborated  by,  a  Cuufeilerate  soldier  (W.  H.  Marion),  who  tays  he  saw 
the  general's  body  within  the  ct)ntVderate  lines,  in  charge  of  their  surgeon,  and  after 
the  battle  it  was  surrendered  to  the  federals.  Captain  Low  and  Mr.  Marion  are  re;^arded 
by  all  who  know  them  as  men  of  truth.  Vet,  they  may  have  been  mistaken  in  the 
man. 
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It  w'dti  dunui!;  spi  iug  of  1S58  that  Captain  J.  H.  S.  'J'odd, 
an  old  army  ofllcer,  tlicii  ul'  tlio  linn  of  Frost,  Todd,  t^o  Co., 
grocerymon,  of  Sioux  City,  conceived  the  idea  of  l^rin/j-ing  aljoiit 
a  treaty  hetweon  tlic  Yankton  and  J^awnee  Indians  and  the 
govornnient,  for  the  soutliern  ])ortion  of  Dakota  tei-ritory,  jind 
have  the  feainco])ened  for  settlement  as  eai'ly  as  ]jossi]jle.  Ac- 
cordingly, with  the  assistance  of  T.  Jirugnier  (a  resident  of  Iowa) 
and  C.  ¥.  Piscotte  (of  Nehraska),  he  obtained  the  consc'nt  of 
tlie  principal  chiefs  of  the  tribes  to  acconjjian}^  liini  to  A\'^ash- 
ington,  where  a  treaty  was  eliected,in  whicli  1 0,000,000  acres 
of  land  lying  in  tlie  southern  part  of  the  territory  was  pur- 
chased by  tlie  government,  for  something  over  ^2,000,000,  in 
annual  installments  for  fifty  years.  Captain  J.  B.  S.  Todd 
may  justly  be  termed  the  father  of  Dakota  territory. 

While  Todd  was  in  Washington  he  wrote  to  some  of  his 
friends  in  Sioux  City  that  the  treaty  would  be  effected  in 
about  tw^o  weeks.  This  created  no  little  excitement.  In  a  few 
hours  might  have  been  seen  men  of  every  class  and  profession 
in  the  city,  with  the  jabbering  Irish  and  muttering  Dutch  — 
some  in  wagons,  some  on  foot,  with  camp)ing  implements,  pro- 
visions, &c., —  a  load  sufiicient  for  a  mule  —  taking  up  their 
line  of  march  for  the  "  Canaan  "  of  the  north-w^est  —  the  long 
wdshed-for  land  —  each  man  with  a  good  2)oint  fixed  in  his 
mind,  w^here  a  flourishing  town  would  soon  he  built  up,  and 
he  made  an  Astor  or  a  Girard.  After  ai-riving  at  the  various 
good  points  in  the  territory  and  staking  off  their  clain:is,  they 
did  not  long  enjoy  their  air  castles  of  future  wealth,  when 
"Lo,  the  poor  Indian,"  who  did  not  take  much  interest  in 
corner-lot  speculation,  and  who  had  been  watching  the  move- 
ment of  their  pale-faced  neighbors,  who,  they  feared,  would 
spoil  their  corn-fields  by  driving  them  full  of  stakes,  gave  them 
a  peremptory  order  to  '-^pucJc-a-cliee^^  (leave),  which  order  was 
accompanied  with  demonstrations  of  violence,  which  caused 
our  Iowa  claimers  to  beat  a  retreat,  thus  knocking  anticipated 
fortunes  and  air  castle  speculations  of  tlie  grandest  p)ropor- 
'tions  into  a  "  cocked  hat." 

On  the  13th  of  July  following,  A.  II.  Redfield,  agent  for 
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the  yaiilvtoii  Sionx,  arrived  and  commenced  llio  removal  of 
the  IndianB  to  tlioii' reservation,  near  Fortllandal.  As  Sioux 
City  was  tlie  gateway  to  J)alvota  tei-ritory,  lier  citizens  became 
much  interested  in  tlie  seltlcnient  and  territorial  organization 
of  the  territory.  It  was  in  tlie  F^nninier  of  1858,  soon  after  the 
territory  was  opened  for  settlement,  that  a  number  of  persons 
from  Sioux  City,  headed  by  a  few  ])oliticianB,  who,  no  doubt, 
were  yearniiig  for  a  fat  a])])ointment  in  the  territory,  crossed 
the  Big  Sioux  river  into  the  territory  and  held  a  meeting, 
petitioning  congress  for  a  territorial  organization,  in  order  to 
make  congress  believe  that  there  were  many  citizens  in  tlie 
territory,  .Mnd  that  the  establisliment  of  a  territorial  govern- 
ment was  necessary.  To  do  this,  they  petitioned  early  and  ])eti- 
tioned  late.  The  petition  was  forwarded  to  Washington,  show- 
ing a  very  large  number  of  citizens  —  many  of  them,  however, 
had  never  seen  the  territory.  This  proved  a  failure.  However, 
the  territory  commenced  tilling  up  rapidly ;  many  citizens  of 
Iowa  moved  in  and  took  claims. 

The  territory  w^as  not  organized  until  the  2d  of  March,  1861. 
In  the  first  legislature  were  many  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of 
northwestern  Iowa.  The  territory  is  now  rapidly  filling  up  by  a 
hardy  and  industrious  class  of  citizens,  who  are  rapidly  devel- 
oping the  richness  of  her  soil  and  commercial  interests,  which 
are  now  giving  her  a  world-wide  fame,  and  will  soon  number 
her  among  the  leading  countries  of  the  northwest. 

[to  be  contikued.] 


ITOTES  ON  THE  EAELY  EISTOEY  OF  POTTAWATTAIIIE 
COUNTY. 


BY  D.  C.  liLOOMER,  COUNCIL  BLUFFS. 


The  county  of  Pottawattamie  is  now  the  largest  in  the 
state.  Its  greatest  lengtli  from  east  to  west  is  forty-four 
miles,  aud  it  has  a  uniform  width,  i'rom  north  to  south,  of 
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twenty-four  miles.  It  conlains  twenty-four  full  coii;^r(.'ssional 
townGlii])K,  each  six  miles  square,  and  seven  fractional  to^vn- 
ehips,  com])risin^  nine  hundred  and  sixty  s(|uare  miles,  and 
six  hundi  ed  and  Idurteen  acres  of  superficial  area. 

It  is  washed  on  the  west  by  the  Missouri  river,  the  course 
of  which  is  here,  as  throui^hout  its  entire  len<^th,  very  toi'tu- 
ous,  but  as  it  only  touches  the  eastern  bluils  at  a  sini^le  point 
within  the  county,  the  broad  bottom  lands  amid  whi'ch  it 
flows  are  thrown  on  its  eastern  side,  and  therefbi-e  embraced 
within  its  limits.  The  valley  is  from  three  to  seven  miles  in 
width,  its  narj'owest  point  being  at  Council  Elull's,  and  its 
widest,  near  the  north-west  corner  of  the  county. 

The  soil  of  this  valley  is,  it  is  believed,  unsurpassed  in  fer- 
tility by  any  in  the  world.  Its  depth  and  strength  is  so  great 
that  it  seems  almost  inexhaustible. 

Skirting  the  valley  on  the  east  ai-e  the  famed  bluffs  of  the 
Missouri,  from  fifty  to  three  hundred  feet  in  height,  composed 
of  a  mixture  of  sand  and  clay,  and,  except  in  a  very  few  places, 
entirely  destitute  of  rock  of  any  description.  Piled  up  in 
every  conceivable  form,  yet  generally  presenting  rounded 
summits,  they  present  to  the  beholder  a  striking  and  not  un- 
pleasant appearance.  In  the  summer,  when  clothed  with  ver- 
dure, and  pla^^ed  upon  by  the  sun's  light  and  shadow,  they 
are  really  beautiful ;  and  their  summits  aflbrd  a  line  view  of 
the  country,  for  miles,  to  the  north,  west,  and  south. 

Eastward  of  the  bluffs  the  county,  for  a  few  miles,  is  badly 
broken  up  in  ridges,  but  beyond  these  come  the  broad  and 
elevated  prairies  that  roll  ofi'  to  the  eastward  in  successive 
elevations  and  depressions,  resembling,  in  appearance,  the 
long  swells  of  the  ocean.  Numerous  streams  traverse  the 
county,  generally  in  a  south-westerly  direction,  until  they  unite 
with  the  Afissouri.  The  soil  is  exceedingly  fertile  and  the 
'  climate  healthy  and  invigorating. 

It  is  not  my  purpose  to  enter  upon  an  elaborate  description 
of  the  county,  but  simply  to  note  down  in  a  few  paragraphs, 
'some  incidents  connected  with  its  early  history,  which,  like 
that  of  the  entire  western  country,  extends  far  back  beyond 
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any  \vritl.cn  nioinorials.  In  coninion  with  all  the  vast  pi'aii'lo 
regions  of  Noi'tli  America,  il.  had  hecMi  j-c^ained  ov(;r  ior  een- 
tnrioH,  boloi-o  tlic  an-ival  of  the  JMii-oj^ean,  by  tli(;  nati\o  iih- 
orif^inos,  who  liere  })iii\sued  tlio  ]>leasurcs,  tlie  excitenjontj  and 
ilie.  (hmt^ei't;  oi' the  chase,  unmolested  hy  th(i  ci-ack  of  the  i-ijle. 

It  iSj  liowever,  (;ertain  (liat  the  i\Li;ssoui'i  Iiad  been  travei'sed 
several  years  previous  to  the  clone  of  tJie  hist  century,  fj-oni 
its  mouth  fai"  up  towards,  if  not,  in  j'act,  to  the  foot  of  the 
Eocky  mountains,  by  white  men  in  ])ursuit  of  skins  and  i'ui's, 
and  for  the  pur[)0se  of  trade  with  tlie  Indians. 

The  ex})edition  of  Lewis  and  Chirk,  in  180-i,  was  tlie  iii-st 
organized  atte]n])t,  on  the  ]jart  of  the  goverjiment,  to  ex})l(.)re 
these  vast  national  domains — the  seat  of  future  wealth  and 
greatness.  Starting  from  St.  J^ouis,  tliese  ex})lorers  })assed 
up  tlie  great  nvcv  nnti]  tliey  iinally  reached  its  source,  and 
crossed  the  mountains  that  separate  it  from  the  Oregon,  which 
they  reached  and  follovved  to  its  union  with  the  Pacitic.  The 
Indians  flocked  in  from  all  sides  to  inspect  their  boats  and 
equipments,  and  solicit  presents.  The  commanders  of  the  ex- 
pedition  held  frequent  councils,  or  talks,  with  them,  and  one 
of  these  friendly  meetings  took  place  at  a  point  near  the  north- 
western corner  of  the  present  county  of  Pottawattamie,  which 
was  thenceforward  designated  as  the  Council  Bluffs.  A  fort 
was  afterwards  erected  by  the  United  States  government,  at 
or  near  this  ])lace,  and  the  name  itself,  after  having  been  a 
noted  locality  for  fifty  yeai's  on  all  the  maps  of  the  great  nortli- 
w^estern  territory,  was  given  in  1853,  by  special  act  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  Iowa,  to  the  county  seat  of  Pottawatta- 
mie county. 

Meantime  the  dealers  in  furs  continued  to  ply  their  profita- 
ble but  dangerous  calling,  and  for  the  iirst  forty  or  fifty  years 
of  the  present  century,  their  agents  and  servants,  many  of 
them  Frenchmen,  or  the  descendaiits  of  Frenchmen  by  Indi- 
an women,  continued  each  season  to  drag  or  push  their  keel 
boats  or  canoes  up  against  the  swift  current  of  the  river,  and 
when  they  had  dis|)0sed  of  their  cargoes  of  Indian  goods  and 
presents  in  exchange  for  furs  and  peltries,  to  float  leisurely 
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(lowJi  r1  ream  willi  Mumii,  lollicirKtailiii!^  point  at  St.  Louis.  Scv. 
enil  of  tlioKO  old  ti-adcrs  are  still  Ibinul  in  tlio  (•(Huitry.  (Jno 

•  of  tliem,  M  r.  Francis  Guittar,  now  resides  in  the  city  of  Coun- 
cil ]>lu(rs,  and  he  informed  the  writer  of  t'liese  notes  a  few  days 
since,  that  he  recollected  encani])inii-  forty-four  years  ai^o  (1 S27) 
witli  his  companions  dc  voyage^  at  a  point  under  the  bhdl's, 
now  situated  in  the  most  populous  part  of  the  city.  These 
traders  liad  theii-  small  cam])ing  places,  or  trading  points? 
along  the  river.  One  of  these  was  situated,  as  early  as  1824, 
at  what  was,  in  those  days,  known  as  Hart's  blnilb,  from  a 
Frenchman  who  liad  located  there,  and  which  is  now  found, 
on  inquiry,  to  have  been  at  a  place  in  the  city  of  Council 
Bluil's,  known  as  jSIynster's  sprino;,  from  a  beautiful  and  abun- 
dant flow  of  water  that  gushes  out  from  the  blulfs  at  that  point. 
Farther  down  the  river,  and  near  the  south-west  corner  of  the 
county,  was  another  noted  ])lace  of  rendezvous,  alike  for  In- 
dians and  traders,  known  as  Ti-aders'  Point.  Peter  A.  Sarpy, 
a  prominent  character  in  all  this  region  in  those  early  days, 
liad  his  head-quarters  at  this  point,  and  here  he  amassed  con- 
siderable wealth,  and,  like  many  other  Frenchmen,  took  a 
wife  from  among  the  Indian  women  of  the  country. 

In  1838  the  government  removed  the  Pottawattamie  In- 
dians from  the  Piatt  purchase  in  ]\[issouri,  to  the  southwest- 
ern part  of  Iowa,  with  their  head-quarters  in  Pottawattamie 
county,  at  the  place  where  the  city  of  Council  Blutl's  is  now 
situated.  With  them  came  a  number  of  agents,  artificers,  and 
employes.    Among  the  latter  was  Davis  Hardin,  who  filled 

•  the  post  of  farmer  for  the  Indians.  He  landed  at  Traders 
Point,  sometime  during  the  summer,  and  brought  with  him 
his  wife  and  seven  sons,  two  of  whom,  Pichard  and  Martin 
D.,  are  still  residents,  and  the  oldest  white  inhabitants  of 
western  Iowa. 

In  1839,  two  companies  of  United  States  troops  came  up 
the  river  and  built  a  fort,  or  block  house,  in  what  is  now  the 
eastern  part  of  the  city  of  Council  Bluifs.    About  the  same 
'  time  two  Catholic  missionaries  came  to  the  same  place,  and 
,  established  a  mission  among  the  Indians,  using  the  block 
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liousc  lor  tlxiir  relii^ioiis  incetinj^s,  and  crcctiii:^^  u  dwellinp^ 
lioiise  oi'lof^-s  lor  tlieii'  own  {icc-oiiiinodutioii.  As  late  as  1855, 
the  former  buildinfij  was  still  stand int^-,  surmounted  by  a  rude 
cross,  an  eml)lem  oi' the  I'ailh  and  zeal  of  these  pious  ];ioneej-s 
of  Christi.'inity  in  this  vast  i-ef^ion.  Tliey  also  established  a 
bui'3'ing  ground  near  b}^  where  the  dead  received  Christian 
sepulture. 

S.  E.  Wicks  was  miller  for  the  Indians,  and  liis  mill,  erec- 
ted by  the  governnient,  was  situated  about  two  nn'les  back 
from  the  Missouri  valley,  on  ^ylusketo  creek. 

The  rottawattamies,  while  in  Iowa,  did  not  make  any  very 
rapid  ])rogress  in  the  ai'ts  of  civilization.  Their  squaws  cul- 
tivated some  small  p.ntches  of  corn,  but  the  men  and  boys 
epent  iiearly  all  their  time  in  hunting.  Game  was  then  plen- 
ty, and  even  the  J3uf]alo  and  Elk  were  found  east  of  the  Mis- 
souri river.  The  Indians  remained  here  until  1S4()-T,  when 
they  sold  out  their  possessions,  by  treaty  dated  June  5,  1846, 
and  removed  to  Kansas,  where  they  are  still  located. 

Their  departure  made  w^a}^  for  the  advent  of  the  followers 
of  Joseph  Smith.  That  leader  of  the  greatest  popular  relig- 
ious delusion  of  our  century,  having  been  killed  at  J^auvoo,  in 
1844,  his  followers  were,  in  the  course  of  a  year  or  two  after- 
"  wards,  expelled  from  the  state  of  Illinois.  Turning  their  faces 
westward  they  crossed  the  state  of  Iowa  and  seated  themselves 
on  the  borders  of  the  Missouri  river.  Brighani/Young,  with 
the  head  men  of  the  church,  halted,  in  1840, /it  a  place  then 
known  as  Winter  Quarters,  on  the  west  side  of  the  river, 
where  he  remained  until  the  following  spring.  Then,  start- 
ing westward  again,  he  moved  on  to  the  site  now  known  as 
Salt  Lake  City,  at  which  place  he  arrived  on  the  24th  day  of 
•  July,  1847,  and  established  there  the  head-quarters  and  chief 
tem])le  of  the  church  of  Latter  Day  Saints. 

But  the  great  body  of  the  Mormons  remained  on  the  east 
side  of  the  Missoui-i  river,  and  mainly  within  the  limits  of  the 
present  county  of  Pottawattamie  —  Winter  Quarters,  now 
Florence,  in  Nebraska,  having  been  nearly  deserted,  although 
remaining  an  important  outtitting  point  for  the  numerous  par- 
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ties  that  were  coiistajitlj  Rtartin^;  tlionco  to  tlio  new  j^osses- 
sioMR  of  tlio  church  in  Utah.  j\iaiij  ol'  the  ('nii<^i'ant.~,  from 
Nnuvoo,  an-ived  early  eiiotii^h  in  llic  Ruiniuer  ol' iJ^-iO  to  ])hn)t 
and  secure  crops  tlial  season,  and  many  nio)-e  came  on  in  tlie 
succeedin<;-  lall  and  winter.  Th(!y  s])i-ead  tlicniselves  ]-apidly 
over  the  county,  and  into  some  of  the  adjoin ing  counties,  lo- 
catin<i,"  tliemselves  amon^i;-  the  i^roves,  and  alon<^  the  numerous 
beautiful  streams  of  clear,  pure,  water  that  traverse  western 
Iowa.  The  timber  covering  tlie  blulfs  and  skirting  the  water 
courses,  liilhei'to  frequented  only  by  the  Indian,  the  elk,  and 
deer,  was  ruthlessly  cut  down  and  converted  into  log  cabins 
for  tbe  accommodation  of  the  new  comers;  and  where  these 
could  not  be  secured,  holes  and  caves  were  dug  in  the  hill- 
sides, for  the  purpose  of  securing  protection  from  the  keen 
blasts  of  the  prairies. 

The  valley  of  Indian  creek,  with  the  adjacent  bluffs  and 
the  high  table  land  stretching  westward  to  the  Missoui'i  river, 
was,  from  the  first,  the  cent/i'e  and  controlling  head  of  this  new 
community.  Here  a  village  of  log  buildings  speedily  spi-ang 
up,  numbering  its  population  by  thousajuls,  and  here  their 
mammotli  tabernacle  M  as  erected,  built  also  of  logs,  and  large- 
enough  to  acconiniodate  within  its  ample  space  at  least  a 
thousand  woi'shippers.  Over  this  community  Orson  Hyde, 
priest,  writer,  editor,  and  lawyer,  was  installed  as  the  presi- 
dent of  the  quorum  of  twelve,  and  here  his  people  dwelt,  for 
many  months,  unmolested  and  undisturbed  by  the  surgings 
and  strifes  of  the  outside  world.  No  whistle  of  the  locomo- 
tive disturbed  their  slumbers;  not  even  the  echo^f^^e  stage 
driver's  horn  was  heard  in  their  valleys,  for  not  yet  had  the 
Western  Stage  Company  penetrated,  with  their  coaches,  to 
this  far  olf  land.  For  whatevei*  information  these  p")eople 
gained,  in  the  way  of  letters  and  papers,  from  the  outside 
world,  they  were  indebted  to  special  messengers  from  a  post 
office  in  Missouri,  more  than  a  hundred  miles  distant.  To 
their  village  they  gave  the  name  of  Kanesville,  in  honor  ofCoL 
Kane,  of  Pennsylvania,  who  visited  them  during  the  earlj 
months  of  their  sojourn,  and  who  then,  and  in  subsequent 
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yc.'xrH,  ])rovo(]  lli(;Ir  li'iio  li'ieiul.  ]ts  ]ucaLion  and  jiinila  wcj-o 
identical  witli  the  territoj'iiU  lirijits  of  Council  Bliifls. 

For  over  four  years  the  villa;^c  of  Kanesville,  together  with 
llic  entire  county  of  Pottawatlaniie,  and,  to  a  certain  extent, 
one  or  two  adjoining  counties,  remained  under  tlie  exclunivc 
control  of  the  Alornions.  Tliey  guided  public  sentiment,  con- 
trolled tlic  elections,  and  filled  all  the  olliccb  of  trust  in  the 
gift  of  the  people.  Representatives  of  their  failh  sat  in  at 
least  two  General  Assemblies,  and  it  is  said  to  have  been 
owing  to  their  influence  that  the  peculiar  provision  of  the 
Code  of  Iowa,  in  relation  to  prosecution  for  adultery,  was 
adopted.  At  any  rate,  it  is  certain  that  their  ideas  in  rela- 
tion to  a  plurality  of  wives  were,  to  some  extent,  at  least, 
practised  by  not  a  few  of  the  Mormon  leaders,  with  entire  im- 
punity, while  residing  in  this  state. 

These  people  were  then,  as  the}^  have  frequently  been  since, 
charged  with  being  hostile  to  the  general  government ;  but 
when  they  were  appealed  to  in  ISttO,  to  raise  a  battalion  for 
service  in  the  Mexican  war,  they  promptly  responded,  and 
inarched,  about  five  hundred  strong,  under  command  of  Col. 
Clark,  through  the  northern  states  of  Mexico,  taking  part  in 
several  battles,  and  finally  closing  their  campaign  in  Califor- 
nia, where  many  of  them  engaged  in  mining,  and  secured 
handsome  fortunes.  Among  the  latter  number  was  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Garner,  who  returned  to  Kanesville,  and  still  resides  in  the 
county,  where  he  is  known  as  one  of  its  most  wealthy  and 
public  spirited  citizens.  It  is  claimed,  with  good  show  of 
reason,  that  the  gold  in  the  banks  and  waters  oil4l-H?-Sacra- 
meuto  was  first  discovered  by  one  or  more  members  of  this 
battalion,  after  their  arrival  in  California. 

The  extent  of  the  Mormon  population  of  the  county  was 
probably  larger  in  184 S  than  in  any  subsequent  year,  but  the 
state  census  of  1819,  after  many  had  left  for  Utah,  shows  it  to 
have  been  at  that  time  six  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty- 
two,  and  in  1850,  by  the  national  census,  it  reached  seven 
thousand  eio-ht  hundred  and  twentv-eiirht.  The  limits  of  the 
county  were  then,  however,  much  larger  than  at  present.  It 
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had  first  acquired  RO])nr.'ite  or<^anizalion  in  Se]jt('ir)]jor,  1  8^ 8. 
Its  first  clerk  was  James  Sloan  ;  its  ilrbt  county  comu) jRbioners 
were  A.  II.  Porkinfi,  David  I).  Yearsley,  and  George  Coul- 
Bon  ;  and  its  lirst  county  ju(h^:e,  elected  in  1851,  was  'J'.  JUir- 
diclc.  The  first  term  of  tlie  district  court  was  lield  on  tlio  5tli 
of  May,  1&5.1,  James  Sloan  presiding  as  district  judge.  Evan 
M.  Green  was  clerk,  and  Alexander  M'liae,  sheriff.  The  rec- 
ords of  this  term  of  the  court  are  a  great  curiosity,  in  'their 
way.  The  clerk  seems  to  have  discharged  his  duties  with 
conscientious  fidelity,  and  i-ecorded  at  full  length  tlie  entire 
proceedings  of  the  court,  including  the  testimony  of  witnessc*, 
the  arguments  of  counsel,  and  the  charge  of  the  judge.  Sloan 
was  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  a  ^lormon,  as  were  all  the  offi- 
cials named  above,  and  many  anecdotes  are  told  of  his  eccen- 
tricities and  mother  w^it,  while  on  the  bench.  lie  ret^igned, 
after  holding  the  oflice  about  a  year,  and  was  succeeded  by 
Judge  Bradford,  appointed  to  the  place  by  the  governor,  who 
filled  the  office  until  his  successor,  S.  11.  Riddle,  was  elected 
by  the  people,  but  the  latter  did  not  come  upon  the  bench  un- 
til the  Mormon  rule  was  passing  away.  Orson  Hyde  was 
cue  of  the  first  attorneys  admitted  to  practise  before  Judge 
Sloan's  court. 

EvanM.  Green  was  the  first  postmaster  at  Ivanesviile.  He 
received  his  commission  in  18-iS,  but  it  was  some  time  before 
regular  mail  service  was  established  between  it  and  the  near- 
est post  office  in  Missouri.  And  it  was  four  or  five  years  lat- 
er before  mails  began  to  arrive  regularly  across  the  state  from 
the  east.  In  the  same  year  Orson  Hyde  established  theJ^ro?i- 
tier  Guardimi^  which  continued  to  be  published  until  1852. 
It  was  edited  by  Hyde,  himself,  assisted  during  a  part  of  the 
time  by  A.  C.  Ford,  and  was  primarily  devoted  to  the  de- 
fense and  spread  of  the  doctrines  and  practises  of  the  Mor?' 
mon  church.  It  generally  favored  the  whigs  in  politics,  but 
the  political  faith,  both  of  Hyde  and  his  followers,  sat  rather 
loosely  on  their  shoulders,  and  their  votes  v/ere  commonly 
cast  in  favor  of  wdiichever  party  seemed  likely  to  show 
them  the  most  favors.    Candidates  for  office  frequently  made 
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political  pilgrimages  across  tlio  j)niirios  to  this  Mecca  of  the 
Missouri,  for  the  purpose  of  winning  the  votes  oi'lliis  h(;cluded 
and  ])eculiar  people.  A  story  was  long  prevalent  that  the 
oflice  of  the  G uardian  vj furnished  to  Hyde  as  a  reward  for 
an  almost  unanimous  vote  which  he  caused  to  he  cast  for  a 
particular  candidate  for  congress  at  the  election  in  18 IS;  hut 
in  8ome  way  the  poll  books  of  the  election  were  not  forthcom- 
ing when  the  canvassing  board  met  to  make  their  returns. 
The  lirst  representative  from  the  county  to  the  General  Assem- 
bly w^as  Mr.  Henry  Miller,  of  Kanesville ;  the  second,  Archi- 
bald Bryant;  and  the  first  senator,  lladley  D.  Johnson,  the 
two  latter  having  been  elected  in  1852. 

With  the  advent  of  gold  mining  on  the  Pacific  slope,  be- 
gan that  tremendous  rush  of  overland  emigration,  which  for 
several  succeeding  years  formed  a  notable  feature  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  w^estern  country.  It  commenced  in  3  849,  in- 
creased to  vast  proportions  in  1850,  and  in  1851  crowded  all 
the  ferries,  and  during  the  sumnjer  months,  filled  all  the  val- 
leys that  intervened  between  the  "Father  of  Waters"  and 
the  summit  of  the  passes  over  the  Rocky  mountains.  The 
settlements  of  the  Mormons  on  the  Missouri  lay  directly  on 
the  route  of  this  tide  of  gold  seekers,  and  soon  their  pastoral 
habits  and  peaceful  w\ays,  their  quiet  gatherings  and  primitive 
sports,  were  rudely  broken  in  upon  and  sadly  marred  by  the 
rough  spirits  who  scoffed  at  their  religious  pretensions,  and 
laughed  at  their  credulous  faith.  The  village  of  Kanesville 
was  the  general  rendezvous  of  all  wlio  crossed  the  state  of 
Iowa,  on  their  way  to  the  new  Ophir  of  the  west.  Its  valleys 
were  filled  with  their  long  lines  of  white  canvas-covered  w^ag- 
ons,  and  almost  numberless  droves  and  teams  of  oxen,  mules, 
and  horses ;  and  its  streets  thronged  w^ith  as  rough  and  hardy 
a  crowd  of  men  as  ever  set  out  to  seek  their  fortunes  in  mix 
land,  east  or  west.  With  them  came  also  traders,  dealers  and 
venders  of  intoxicating  drinks,  gamblers,  horse  thieves,  and 
desperate  characters  of  every  description,  and  soon  the  place 
was  transformed  into  a  very  pandemonium  of  iniquity.  Every 
available  building  w^as  ere  long  converted  into  a  gambling  or 
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driiikiii*;-  linll,  and  connnouly  both,  and  ci'iino  of  all  kinds  ran 
riot.  The  Sahbalb  was  unobserved,  and  almost  unknown, 
and  except  the  gathoiings  in  tbe  Mormon  tabernacle,  over 
wbicb  Jlyde  ])reslded,  tlie  voice  of  religion  was  silent,  eitber 
to  protect  tbe  innocent  or  ])unisb  the  gnilty.  jMore  than  one 
poor  fellow,  at  that  early  day  and  in  Bubsecinent  years,  was 
strung  up  by  tiio  neck  to  tbe  most  convenient  tree,  at  tbe  com- 
mand of  self-constituted  vigilance  connnittees.  Nor  was  tbe 
evil  abated  when  tbe  returning  miners  made  their  a])poarance 
from  tbe  Pacific  coast.  Tbey  brought  with  them  an  abundance 
of  tbe  shining  ore,  and  this  seemed  rather  to  increase  tbe 
rage  for  gambling  and  drinking  that  so  universally  prevailed 
among  tbe  Gentile  population,  and  which  bad  wrought  such 
dcmorabzation  among  tbe  earlier  settlers. 

Tbe  time  bad  now  fully  con;ie  for  tbe  Mormons  to  follow 
their  great  leader  to  the  ba])py  valley  among  tbe  mountains 
of  Utah.    Many  bad  already  taken  their  departure  for  the 
land  of  promise,  while  fresh  trains  ot^ newly  converted  disciples 
from  tbe  old  world  and  the  new,  bad  pressed  on  to  the  do- 
minions of  Brigbam.    So  while  Hyde's  followers  in  Iowa  had 
been  gradually  diminishing  in  number,  those  of  Brigbam,  at 
Salt  Lake,  bad  been  rapidly  increasing.    Finally,  in  1852,  tbe 
order  came,  and  the  word  went  round,  that  all  true  believers 
in  the  creed  of  Joseph  Smith,  as  taught  by  his  vicegerent, 
Brigbam  Young,  should  gather  around  the  great  central  tem- 
ple in  Utah.    Then  came  the  harvest  of  the  Gentiles.  They 
swarmed  into  Kanesville,  and  into  all  the  settlements  of  the 
faithful  throughout  the  county.    Farms  were  sold  to  them  for' 
a  few  hundred  dollars;  claims  were  bargained  off  for  a  span 
of  horses  or  wagon  ;  lots  in  Kanesville  were  exchanged  for  a 
yoke  of  oxen,  and  cabins  and  store  rooms  for  a  few  articles  of 
furniture  and  provisions  for  the  journey.  During  all  the  spring 
and  summer  of  1S52  the  work  of  selling  out  and  removal 
went  forward,  and  long  trains  of  tbe  pilgrims  covered  all  the 
roads  up  the  Platte  valley  and  across  the  Larimie  plains,  as 
they  wended  their  way  to  tbe  City  of  the  Saints.    This  migra- 
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tion  continued  willi  ilimiiiisliofl  voliiiiio  (liirinL^^  several  hik;- 
ceeding  years,  mil il  all  llio  holievcrH  in  tlie  jMui-inon  I'ailli, 
who  were  wlllini;  to  acknowlcdi^e  ]*)rip;]iani  Younir  an  the  true 
successor  of  their  first  j^rojihct  and  leader,  liad  left  tlie  coun- 
try. 

Many  of  tliese  people  have  since  occupied  prominent  posi- 
tions in  the  IMormon  hierarchy,  and  one  of  I>riii;hani'6  favorite 
concubines  was  foi'inerly  well  known  in  (/ouncil  lihiffs,  as  a 
young  lady  of  decided  beauty  and  acconiplishnients.  A  few 
of  the  prominent  citizens  of  the  county,  who  had  formerly 
been  numbered  among  Hyde's  disciples,  abjured  the  faitli  al- 
together, and  remaining  here  have  since  ])ro\'ed  themselves 
most  worthy  citizens;  while  others,  refusing  to  recognise 
Brigham  Young  as  their  prophet,  have  adhered  to  the  for- 
tunes of  Joseph  fc^juith,  jr.  These  latter  have  rather  increased 
than  diminished  in  numbers,  during  the  last  few  years,  and 
they  now  have  a  regular  religious  organization  in  several  of 
the  western  counties,  and  a  church  in  the  city  of  Council 
Bluffs.  Tlie}^  altogether  repudiate  the  doctrine  of  a  plurality 
of  wives,  and  are  a  well  meaning,  industrious,  and  respectable 
class  of  people. 

With  the  year  1852-3,  the  Mormon  predominance  in  Pot- 
tawattamie county  practically  ceased,  and  within  a  year  or  two 
thereafter,  the  Gentiles,"  by  which  term  all  new  comers 
not  Mormons  were  known,  accpiired  entire  control  of  its  des- 
tinies. How  they  prospered,  together  with  a  few  incidents 
connected  with  the  subsequent  history  of  the  county,  will  be 
related  in  a  future  paper. 

[to  I3E  CONTINUED.] 
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THE  MAGNESIAIT  LIMESTONE  OF  IOWA  AS  A  BUILDING  STONE. 


BY  J.  10.  GlllFFITlI,  J.ATF  LIKUTKNANT  U.  S.  ENGINEER  CORP8, 
NOW  IN  OIIARG'IC  OK  STONE  AND  LOCK  WORK 
OF  SHIP   CANAL  AT  KEOKUK. 


The  iiiagncsiaii  limestone  belongs  to  the  suLcarboiiilei'oiiB 
age,  and  occurs  between  the  Keokuk  and  Saint  Louis  grou])3 
of  ordinary  limestone,  each  occupying  its  respective  ];lace,  hut 
oftentimes  running  the  one  into  the  other,  rendering  th'c  lino 
of  separation  in  such  cases  exceedingly  difljcult  to  draw.  The 
general  characteristics  of  this  class  of  stone  are  similai-  every- 
where. 

In  Iowa,  this  rock  is  found  in  various  places- — the  heaviest 
beds  occurring  in  Lee,  Johiison,  and  Mahaska  counties  —  in 
greater  quantities,  however,  in  the  first  named. 

As  a  building  stone,  the  magnesian  limestone  excels  on  ac- 
count of  its  weight,  toughness,  and  durability,  rendering  it 
capable  of  standing  great  })ressures  and  changes  in  the  ele- 
ments. "Weighing,  as  it  does,  from  165  to  170  pounds  to  the 
cubic  foot,  its  stability  is  undoubtedly  superior  to  any  other 
of  the  limestone  formations,  for  weight  gives  proof  of  stabil- 
ity and  iirmness  when  speaking  of  stone  of  any  one  class,  as 
limestone.  The  test  for  weight  and  other  properties  were 
made  at  Eock  Island  Arsenal  in  1867.  Although  soft  when 
first  quarried,  this  class  of  stone  becomes  very  hard  and  difli- 
cult  to  dress. 

In  reference  to  some  of  its  peculiarities,  I  might  here  say 
that  in  all  places  where  this  rock  has  been  opened,  there  is 
considerable  difference  in  color  and  structure  in  the  several 
^strata,  and  in  the  same  stratum  at  different  localities,  varying 
from  a  light  gray  to  a  dark  buff  (sometimes  streaked  in  various 
colors),  and  from  a  homogeneous,  sandy  texture,  rather  soft 
when  first  taken  from  the  bed,  to  a  hard,  compact,  and  coarse 
structure. 
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These  variations,  however,  do  not  appear  to  aflect  tlie  dura- 
bility of  the  rock  in  an^'  doi;ree.  In  18-i9,  a  conHi(hjrable 
quantity  of  this  stone  was  taken  ont  of  the  Hc-lfast  (jiiariy,  in 
Lee  county,  foi'  the  construction  ol'  the  lock  at  the  ahove 
named  place,  sonic  of  which  was  dressed  at  tliat  time,  and  has 
been  exposed  ever  since  to  the  action  of  tlie  atmos])here, 
water,  and  ice,  yet  retaining,  to-day,  the  sharp(;st  edges  and 
tool  marks.  Many  cases  can  he  mentioned  of  magnesiari 
limestone  lying  in  \vet  places,  or  half  imbedded  in  mud,  which 
have  witlistood  atmospheric  and  othei*  influences. 

In  Paris,  France,  tlfis  stone  is  one  of  the  njost  common  and 
reliable  of  foundation  and  building  stones  —  many  examples 
existing  of  buildings  hundreds  of  years  old.  Castles,  cen- 
turies old,  in  Europe,  remain  as  monuments  of  the  durability 
of  this  class  of  limestone. 

From  experience,  I  can  testify  to  its  worth.  The  selection 
of  the  stone  for  the  three  locks  of  the  Des  Moines  rapids 
ship  canal  was  entrusted  to  a  competent  board  of  United 
States  engineers.  They  had  at  their  command  every  means 
of  testing  difierent  classes  of  stones  found  in  the  west.  Their 
decision,  approved  by  the  chief  engineer  United  States  army, 
was  ill  favor  of  the  magnesian  limestone.  Occurring,  as  it 
does,  in  great  quantities  in  this  immediate  neighborhood, 
abundant  facilities  have  been  offered  me  for  a  thorough  ex- 
amination of  its  relative  worth  as  compared  with  other  build- 
ing stone. 

It  can  be  obtained  in  blocks  of  any  dimensions  and  shape  — 
blocks  being  used  on  these  works  containing  four  cubic  yards, 
weighing  from  eight  to  nine  tons.  It  quarries  and  dresses 
easily  —  an  ordinary  workman  can  give  a  bush  hammer 
dressing  to  one  or  more  cubic  yards  per  day. 

Combining,  then,  its  great  strength,  toughness,  and  dura- 
bility, together  with  the  cheapness  with  which  it  can  be  quar- 
ried and  dressed,  it  cannot  but  occur  to  any  disinterested  mind 
that  it  is  a  superior  building  stone. 

In  the  lock  works  hero,  the  water  line  is  ever  varying  ;  con- 
sequently the  air,  water,  and  ice  alternately  have  opponuni- 
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ticB  to  iiifliiojico  tlio  laco  of  tlio  Btoiies  in  tlio  v.all.  Tlio 
fact,  then,  tlifit  thi.s,  of  all  our  wostcrii  slones,  wan  helect';d  by 
aboard  oi' ciii'MiiCcrs  a])p()iiited  by  the  socrotai-y  of  war,  for 
the  coiistriiciioii  of  the  o/il//  locks  in  the  Mibsissippi  river,  is 
a  fair  evidence  of  tlio  worth  of  the  stone.  Tlie  state  of  Illi- 
nois tlioiiglit  enough  of  this  stone  to  use  it  in  its  cai)itol 
building. 

A  sample  of  stone  sent  here  from  Johnsoii  couTity,  I  find, 
corresponds  with  the  Lee  county  stone.  The  Lee  and  John- 
eon  county  stones  offer  far  superior  inducements  to  any  other 
in  the  stale,  on  account  of  thickiie.'-s  of  strata  and  amount  of 
quantities,  and  I  can  safely  recounnend  its  use  for  any  build- 
ing purposes,  whether  in  air  or  water. 
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Geokgk  DiAii  Alonzo  IIebakd,  the  sixth  son  and  eighth 
child  of  Diah  and  Sarah  Avrill  Ilebard,  was  born  at  Erook- 
field,  Orange  county,  Yermoiit,  Septcniber  6th,  1S31.  The 
Hebards  had  all  been  tillers  of  the  soil  as  far  back  as  the 
sixth  generation  from  the  subject  of  this  memoir,  and  his 
great-great-greatgrandfather,  John  Ilebard,  with  two  broth- 
ers, came  from  England  soon  after  the  Pilgrim  Fathers.  From 
these  have  sprung  a  multitude  of  descendants,  who  are  scat- 
tered the  continent  over,  spelling  their  patronymic,  for  the 
most  part,  Ilibbard.  The  names  of  the  innnediate  line  with 
which  we  have  to  do  in  this  sketch,  were  John  Ilebard  (the 
great-great-great  grandfather,  mentioned  above),  JS'^athaniel, 
, bis  son,  Zebulon,  his  grandson,  and  Zebnlon  again,  his  great- 
grandson,  and  the  grandfather  of  tlie  subject  of  this  sketch, 
who  settled  with  his  family,  at  an  early  day,  in  the  township 
of  Randolph,  Orange  connty,  Vermont,  on  a  large  farm  of 
several  hundred  acres.    By  industry  and  economy,  he  was 
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enabled  to  leave  Ijis  poslerily,  at  his  death,  .'i  hirge  j)atj*iniony 
and  whatever  benefit  could  be  derived  from  liis  re])utalion  of 
liavin^'  been  one  of  the  wealthiest  men  in  luindol]»h.  Jlis 
family  consisted  of  a  dau<i,liter  and  three  sons  —  Samuel, 
Enoch,  and  J)iah,  the  latter  becomiii<^  the  father  of  the  person 
whose  name  heads  this  sketch.  Jle  married  Sarah  Avrill, 
whom  he  left  a  widow,  dying  in  his  forty-ninth  year,  Auj^ust 
2Gth,  1831, —  ten  days  before  the  birth  of  the  pei-son  in-  whom 
we  are  now  directly  interested. 

In  addition  to  the  name  George,  he  who  is  the  theme  of 
tliese  notes,  had  added  unto  him  the  Christian  name  of  his 
father,  Diah,  and  that  of  a  lately  deceased  brother,  Alonzo, 
and  when  thoughtless  critics  may  have  questioned  the  taste  of 
this  trinomial  array  of  initials,  so  often  coupled  with  announce- 
ments of  Sabbath  discourses,  how  soon  objection  would  have 
vanished  had  they  learned  that  two  of  them  were  added  to 
memorialize  a  parent  and  brother,  whose  names  might  have 
been  forgotten  unlinked  with  the  sanctity  of  his. 

On  the  death  of  his  sister,  Laura,  which  occurred  a  few 
months  before  George's  bi]"th,  she  requested  that  her  then 
youngest  brother,  Samuel  Avrill,  might  be  devoted  to  the 
ministry.  Her  desire  was  complied  with  in  a  manner  which, 
if  departed  spirits  take  cognizance  of  earthly  transactions, 
must  afford  her  the  highest  gratilication  (as  can  be  attested  by 
those  who  know  the  Eev.  Samuel  A.  Ilebard,  of  Adrian, 
Alichigan),  but  which  must  have  been  greatly  enhanced  in 
witnessing  the  enthusiastic  Christian  devotion  of  him  that  we 
write  of,  driving  the  work  of  the  Lord  with,  as  it  were,  super- 
human energy. 

The  family  residence  in  Brookfield  was  in  full  view  of  the 
beautiful  Green  mountains,  whose  glorious  scenery  must  have 
acted  as  a  powerful  provocation  of  the  spirit  of  freedom  and 
adoration  for  the  works  of  the  Creator,  which  lay  latent  in  the 
breast  of  young  G  eorge. 

.  His  father  was  a  good  English  scholar,  of  methodical  habits, 
a  member  of  the  Baptist  church,  with  a  leaning  for  the  Con- 
gregational, which  lie  often  attended,  and   ho  was  distin- 
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guisliC'd  ill  tlie  cominniiity  in  which  h(;  lived  fru-  liis  cliarities 
and  hoiiovolcnco.  The  hjicihuI  dul.ics  oi"  a  liither  were  indif- 
fereiitly  di.schar<i,-ed  toward  (leor/^eby  a  sU'])-Jat]ier,  VvdioFC  dis- 
position was  le8s  amiable,  and  whose  morals  were  less  con- 
spicuous than  those  of  his  deceased  })arent.  Nevertheless, 
the  pious  precepts  of  a  devoted  and  Christian  mother,  after 
the  wayward  exuberances  of  youth  had  subsided,  triuiuphcd 
in  his  lieart,  and  liigh  thoughts  of  duty  to  God  and  man  began 
to  develop  themselves  at  about  the  age  of  seventeen,  when, 
relinquishing  tlie  leadership  of  the  mischevious  boys  of  tlio 
viUage,  he  betook  himself,  with  earnest  aptitude,  to  retrieve 
liimself  by  attending,  at  Kandol])li  Center,  A^ermont,  the 
school  then  under  the  principalship  of  Eev.  George  Nutting, 
since  become  distinjxnished  in  the  relifj-ious  world  as  a  mission- 
ary  to  China.  After  two  or  three  terms  spent  at  this  school, 
he  passed  the  years  of  lStt8-9  in  the  academies  at  Bakersfield 
and  Thetford,  in  the  northern  part  of  Yermont,  where  be 
made  great  proficiency  in  his  studies.  From  this  time  for- 
ward his  career  was  upward  and  onward.  After  due  prepa- 
ration at  the  academies  named,  he  entered,  in  1850,  Amherst 
College,  Massachusetts,  wbich  he  leit,  with  commendable 
honors,  in  1853,  to  finish  his  collegiate  course  at  Dartmouth 
College,  Hanover,  New  Hampshire,  where  he  graduated  in 
1854,  and  where  his  memory  will  long  be  green. 

During  his  pupilage  at  Amherst  College  he  experienced 
that  change  of  moral  sense  and  feeling,  signifying  conversion, 
and  now,  his  classical  education  being  complete,  he  deter- 
mined to  enter  upon  a  preparation  for  the  ministry,  and  for 
this  purpose  entered,  in  September,  1854,  Union  Theological 
Seminary,  an  institution  of  religious  learning  in  New  York 
City  under  the  joint  auspices  of  the  Congregational  and  New 
School  Presbyterian  churches,  whose  degree  was  granted  him 
in  May,  1857. 

Daring  the  vacation  of  the  Theological  Seminary  in  1856, 
he  was  married,  May  13th,  in  Woodstock,  New  Brunswick,  to 
Miss  Margaret  E.  iMarven,  a  sister  of  the  late  John  C.  Mar- 
ven,  so  admired  for  gallantry  and  chivalry  as  lieutenant  of 
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tlio  First  and  Giib.S(Mpicntly  an  capUi/m  and  inajor  ol'  llic 
Eleventh  Iowa  volunteers. 

The  day  al'ter  liis  graduation  IVom  tlie  Tlieo!ogi(,'al  Seniina- 
ry  lie  went  directly,  to  liis  cliosen  jjlace  of  labor,  (Jlayville, 
Oneida  county,  J^ew  York,  HU])plying  the  pulpit  of  a  Presby- 
terian church  there  nine  months,  and  denionsti-ating  his  un- 
availahleness  for  an  Indiana  field  by  (ixhibitijig  quite  excep- 
tional views  regarding  the  sanctity  and  permanence  of  the 
nuptial  relation  in  refusing,  despite  the  i)roirer  of  a  large  fee, 
to  solemnize  the  marriage  rite  to  divorced  parties  —  views 
which  he  conscientiously  held  and  practised  to  the  last. 

Early  in  the  spring  of  1S5S  he  started  west,  w^ith  a  commis- 
sion in  his  pocket  from  the  American  Home  Missionary  Soci- 
ety, to  ''preach  the  gospel  in  the  destitute  parts  of  Iowa," 
with  instructions  to  report  himself  to  Eev.  Jesse  Guernsey,  at 
Davenport,  where  he  found  the  Presbytery  of  Io\va  City  in 
session.  A  request  had  been  received  by  the  Presbytery  that 
very  day  to  send  a  minister  to  Clinton,  but  they  knew  not 
where  to  find  an  unemployed  one  till  Mr.  Ilebard  appeared, 
a  few  hours  later,  w^ith  his  credentials.  The  next  day  he  was 
in  Clinton,  and  the  following,  which  was  Sunday,  discoursed 
to  the  people  there  so  satisfactorily  as  to  receive  a  call  the 
next  day  to  the  Presbyterian  church,  which  then  had  a  mem- 
bership of  thirteen,  but  which  he  left,  three  years  and  a  half 
afterw^ards,  numbering  upwards  of  sixty. 

Resigning  his  pastorate  of  this  church  in  the  autumn  of 
1861,  he  accepted  the  charge  of  the  New  School  Presbyterian 
church  of  Iowa  City,  which  he  retained  till  the  summer  of  1SG6, 
when  he  and  his  congregation,  many  of  whom,  like  himself, 
were  originally  Congregationalists,  relinquished  their  govern- 
mental associations  with  the  Presbyterians,  and  by  uniting  with 
a  small  Congregational  church  then  existing  in  Iowa  City,  re- 
sumed their  relations  with  the  Congregationalists.  A  few  of 
the  members  of  his  congregation,  however,  maintained  their 
allegiance  to  the  Presbyterians,  and  out  of  the  changes  inci- 
dent to  the  formation  of  a  new,  and  the  termination  of  an 
old,  congregation,  grew  a  controversy  which  it  would  be  un- 


540 


ANNALH  OF  IOWA. 


|Al'i:iI., 


profitable  to  alliulo  to  further  than  to  Bay  tlial  J\Ir.  IJohard'B 
position  was  finally  triumpliantly  sustained. 

The  chui\;h  in  wliicli  ]\[r.  Ilebard's  congregation  jjad  v/or- 
ehipped  belonging  to  the  Presbyterians,  he  at  once  set  about 
the  construction  of  a  new  one  witli  his  customary  energy, 
which  secured  to  Iowa  City  a  new  era  in  cliui-ch  ui'chiteclure, 
by  the  erection  of  one  of  the  most  i)cauliful  buildings  of  the 
kind  in  the  west  —  the  Congregational  church,  facing  tlie 
University  and  the  west  from  the  corner  of  Jeflerson  and 
Clinton  streets.  AVlien  remonstrated  with  by  his  wife  for  his 
excessive  mental  and  physical  labors  in  this  behalf,  whicli 
wei'e  undermining  his  health,  he  would  re})ly,  That  church 
shall  he  huilt  if  it  costs  me  my  life.''^ 

He  saw  tlie  exterior  of  this  building  iinished,  the  money 
for  its  completion  nearly  provided  for,  its  membership  more 
than  one  hundred,  and  then,  feelin<2:  the  necessity  for  rest  and 
change,  accepted  an  earnest  invitation  to  thepastorate  of  the 
Congregational  church  at  Oskaloosa.  In  his  nearly  two 
yeai"^  service  there,  his  labors,  as  in  other  lields,  were  abun- 
dantly blest,  for  he  saw  his  congregation  doubled  and  become 
one  of  tile  strongest  of  its  denomination  in  the  state. 

But  many  of  his  former  flock  at  Iowa  City  ibllowed  liim 
with  a  jealous  eye,  determined  to  have  him  back  as  soon  as 
opportunity  offered,  and  almost  the  last  letter  he  answered 
was  in  reply  to  one  asking  him  whether  he  would  accept  a 
call  back  to  Iowa  City,  which  gave  him  intense  satisfaction, 
and  to  which  he  alluded  the  day  he  died.  Exactly  in  one 
month  from  the  day  he  received  that  letter,  he  went  to  those 
he  loved  so  well  in  Iowa  City,  at  his  own  request,  to  be  in- 
terred among  them. 

In  search  of  renewed  strength,  he  had  spent  two  months  of 
the  summer  of  1S70  in  California  and  among  the  Eocky 
Mountains,  and  while  so  enijaired  received  a  call  to  the  Con- 
■  gregational  church  at  Denver,  Colorado,  but  feeling  physical- 
ly unequal  to  the  task,  declined  it.  So  much  improvement 
had  the  Pacific  breezes  :ind  the  Pocky  Mountain  air  wrought 
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in  liin  pliysical  iVamo  ilial  his  near  IVieiicls,  lor  the  firBt;  tijno 
ill  lour  yoars,  felt  reliexed  ol"  anxicily  on  accouiil  of  Jiis 
Jieulth. 

Ills  last  a))])0araijcc  in  public  was  at  a  Union  Thanksgiving 
service  at  Oykalooea,  the  2J  th  of  last  Noveiribcr.  The  next 
day  he  rode  into  tlie  country  to  confer  with  a  lady  ninety 
years  old  concoi-ning  her  })i-0])0Bcd  union  witli  his  congrega- 
tion, and  the  following  day  was  attacked  with  intlanimation 
of  the  lungs,  of  which  he  died  Decei-nher  14th,  at  the  age  of 
thii-ty-nine  yeara  and  three  months,  leaving  a  widow  and  four 
children,  who  sincerely  lament  him. 

The  striking  features  of  Mr.  Hebard's  character  were  en- 
ergy, perseverance,  enthusiasm,  and  independence.  He 
cherished  a  broad  catholic  spirit  of  charity  toward  all  deiiom- 
jhations,  whicli  made  him  a  member  of  not  one,  but  all, 
Christian  churches.  His  father  a  Baptist,  his  mother  a 
Methodist,  his  conversion  in  a  Congregational  college,  his 
marriage  to  an  Episcopalian,  and  his  preaching  for  seven 
years  in  Presbyterian  churches,  gave  him  a  love  for  the  com- 
mon Christian  brotherhood  not  bounded  by  denominational 
lines,  although  the  Congregational  was  the  especial  church  of 
his  choice. 

Early  in  its  history,  Mr.  Hebard.  became  a  member  of  the 
State  Historical  Society  of  Iowa,  in  whose  w^ork  and  advance- 
ment he  took  a  lively  interest^  serving  during  the  society 
year  of  1868-9  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Curators,  wdiich 
affords  a  grateful  excuse,  if  any  be  needed,  for  publishing 
this  brief  and  imperfect  record  of  his  life  in  the  An2>^als  of 
Iowa.  , 
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EISTOKY  or  MARSHALL  COUirX'Y. 


BY  NETTIE  SANFORI),  M ARSUA LLTOWN. 


[Conlimicd  froiii  pago  415.] 

Hon.  T.  Brown  tolls  \is  tlie  Albiou  people  had  an  idea  af. 
this  time  tliat  a  hind  site  and  a  buDdin^^^  made  a  college,  nans 
faculty,  sans  trustees,  etc.  AV^itli  all  its  bad  management,  the 
ideal  university  had  a  good  inlluence  upon  the  community  ; 
tlie  churches  increased  in  number,  so  that  jMarshall  county 
was,  perhaps,  as  moral  as  au}^  settlement  in  the  state.  Tliere 
never  was  but  a  single  murder  in  the  county, —  Dr.  ]3issel, 
the  first  practising  physician  in  Marshalltown,  was  shot  by 
Mr.  Coble,  from  jealousy,  in  1855. 

Albion,  in  185G,  probably  numbered  five  hundred  inhabi- 
tants. John  Tripp,  the  first  hardware  merchant,  now  the 
proprietor  of  the  railroad  town,  Liscomb,  was  perha])s  one  of 
the  most  successful  men  here.  Stanley,  Chapin,  Barnhart, 
Swearingen,  and  Wilson  kept  the  Albion  corner  of  the  tri- 
angular fight  between  the  aforesaid  town  and  ]\[arietta  and 
Marshalltown  in  a  constant  state  of  activity.  Marietta  being 
the  stronger,  Albion  ostensibly  wrought  side  by  side  with 
Marshalltown,  but  if  the  plum  could  fall  into  her  own  lap  she 
wrought  for  herself  w*ithout  any  qualms  of  conscience  upon 
treaties  with  great  powers.  The  settlers  north  of  Albion 
gave  their  energies  and  money  to  build  up  the  village  ;  among 
these  w^ere  Philip  and  William  Ballard,  of  Iowa  tovrnship. 
Their  early  history  is  well  worth  recording.  They  came  to 
their  home  on  the  wild  prairie  on  the  east  side  of  the  Iowa 
river  in  184.9 ;  but  the  Indian  trail  lay  over  the  river,  and 
this  must  be  crossed  to  reach  the  shanty  where  Mr.  Philip 
Ballard  intended  to  bring  his  family  after  he  had  made  his 
claim.  The  stream  was  not  clear  of  ice,  yet  it  did  not  make 
a  strong  bridge.  Wagons  were  waiting  to  go  over,  but  it 
looked  dubious  at  best.    No  bridge  had  ever  been  built  upon 
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its  waters,  and  none  wii.s  like  to  be  for  Homo  yoarB  ;  ho  ]\[r. 
Billiard  concluded  to  place  a  i'cw  ooards  each  way  from  an 
island  of  ice  to  the  shore.  Jt  conld  not  be  trusted  \\  ith  a 
heavy  load,  so  the  hon.sehold  goods  were  carried  over  by 
hand,  William  Ballard  assislinL";,  he  bcin<;  a  youn^^  man;  then 
the  liorses  were  coaxed  along  the  frail  strncture,  the  enijjty 
wagon,  and,  finally,  the  wife  and  little  ones  of  Philip  J'al- 
lard.  In  an  hour  the  ice  was  swe])t  away  by  the  advaiicing 
current,  and  the  brave  pioneers  had  good  cause  for  congratu- 
lations. The  shanty  was  made  of  a  few  logs  and  boards. 
Mrs.  Ballard  ground  corn  in  hei*  eoflee  mill  for  bread,  until 
the  mill  was  started  on  timber  creek.  Meat  was  plenty  un- 
til the  powder  gave  out,  and  a  small  prospect  for  poik  until 
the  bears  ate  up  the  pigs.  Bruin,  in  turn,  was  killed,  and 
his  honey  in  the  cotton  wood  trees  was  also  a  fair  reprisal. 
If,  by  some  trade,  a  pound  of  coffee  could  be  bought  in  Os- 
kaloosa,  a  hundred  miles  away,  their  ha})piness  was  complete. 
Healthy,  cheerful,  and  contented,  the  pioneers,  by  the  great 
law  of  compensation,  were  much  happier  than  the  people  of 
older  communities.  JS^o  care  to  sustain  position  in  society,  no 
agony  over  unfashionable  dresses  and  bonnets,  their  mission 
was  to  subdue  the  wilderness  and  make  it  blossom  like  the 
rose,  and  they  were  content. 

The  year  of  1856  was  one  of  great  prosperity  to  the  ]:>eople 
of  Marshall  county,  everywhere.  Immigration  brought  sub- 
stantial farmers  to  break  up  the  prairie,  their  money  made  a 
home  market  for  produce,  and  the  little  towns  built  up  as  fast 
as  carpenters  and  masons  could  build  houses.  Marietta  con- 
tended with  Marshalltown  for  the  county  seat  prize  at  the 
election  of  this  year,  and  was  again  successful.  Hon.  Delos 
Arnold,  Hon.  II.  E.  J.  Bcardman,  Hon.  John  Turner,  Thos. 
Abells,  esq.,  Dr.  Waters  (one  of  the  most  energetic  men  in 
the  county),  never  allowed  themselves  to  think  for  a  moment 
the  prize  could  be  lost  to  Marietta.  It  gave  zest,  piquancy, 
to  every  enterprise  of  life,  and  "  to  come  it  over  t/u/n  !Mar- 
shalltown  fellows,"  as  a  Mr.  Wallahan  used  to  say,  was  the 


.,1 

lAl^U  fjCilOt 

.1"  ,''r^r,.o  v., 


544 


ANNAT>S  or  IOWA. 


host  tiling'  to  call  a  i^rouj)  of  MaricU:i  citizciis  around  the 
post  oftice  doo)-,  and  "  mako  a  no{(!  on^t." 

Marslialitown,  witli  an  equal  amount  of  pertinacity  and  a 
little  more  Bhar])ne8S,  was  endeavoring  to  steal  the  liearts  of 
the  votin^"^  citi/cMis  in  her  favor.  The  Albion  ]jre.ss,  the  mouth- 
piece of  ]\rarshalltown,  declared  that  a  man  was  drowned 
in  the  mud  })uddles  of  the  ];)ul)lic  scjnare  in  Maiietta!  Then 
it  attacked  the  Fulton  and  ]\lissouri  J(iver  railroad,  declai-ing 
ii])on  the  faith  of  a  ii:reat  man,  in  Des  iNloins,  that  it  never 
would  be  built  through  the  swam])S,  near  the  aforesaid  town. 

Judge  Woodbury,  Anson,  and  Rice,  determined  to  make 
a  beginning  for  a  court  house  In  ]\rarshalltown.  The)'  bor- 
rowed five  hundred  dollars  iVom  the  M.  E.  Ohui-ch  society,  to 
build  a  town  hall,  so  tliey  told  Marietta  citizc^ns.  Subscrip- 
tions were  asked  of  people  in  any  amount  from  twenty-live 
cents  and  upward.  Some  men  were  too  poor  to  give  money 
but  came  with  their  teams  and  brawny  anus,  oHering  them  to 
the  enterprise  with  hearty  good  will. 

The  terrible  winter  of  1850-7  will  never  be  forgotten  by 
the  people  of  Iowa.  The  storms  were  unusually  freezing  and 
tempestuous  ;  the  wind  would  blow  snow  half  through  a  hay- 
stack;  while  the  mercury  twice  sunk  to  thirty  degrees  below 
zero  in  Marsh alltown. 

The  spring  of  1857  was  late  and  backward,  provisions  high, 
and  many  new-comers  became  so  discouraged  that  their 
farms  could  have  been  bought  "  for  a  song."  Flour  was  four- 
teen dollars  per  barrel,  meat  and  butter  could  not  be  bought 
at  any  price,  the  demand  so  much  exceeding  the  sup])ly. 
Then  to  crown  all,  the  wild-cat  currency  of  Illinois  and  Ise- 
braska  flooded  the  state.  Yery  few  merchants  were  able  to 
stand  up  against  the  financial  embarrassments  of  this  year, 
and  about  all  the  trade  was  carried  on  b}^  swapping  articles  of 
value.  Three  bushels  of  white  beans  would  buy  a  calico  dress. 
Under  these  discouragements  the  building  of  the  town  hall 
was  more  of  a  financial  success  than  the  erection  of  the  co- 
lossus at  ancient  Rhodes. 
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The  fiirmcr?.,  wliose  taxes  Beomcd  licavy  through  tlio  hard 
tiincb,  seoinf;^  that  tlio  old  court  liouse  of  Marietta  would  have 
to  be  re-built  soon,  and  when  Judge  Woodbury  impressed  it 
upon  them  that  the  town  hall  ot*  Marshalltown  was  in  every 
part  a  court  house,  if  they,  by  their  sovereign  will,  only  would 
vote  it  80.  Marietta  came  into  the  field  of  thesju'ing  election 
of  1858  with  the  expectation  of  winning  the  victory.  Mar- 
shalltown had  not  a  traitor  in  her  midst,  every  man  was  bent 
on  beating  her  adversary.  Old  women  through  the  county 
had  mysterious  presents  of  calico  dresses,  packages  of  tea  and 
colfeo  from  Rice's  and  AYilligrod's  store;  ])ottlcs  of  paragoric 
and  snuff  from  Dr.  Glick's  pharmacy;  ginger  and  nutmegs 
from  Dunton's  and  Hambel's  grocery,  and  little  pats  on  their 
childrens  heads  from  the  great  men  of  the  city  that  had  a 
mysterious  influence  on  the  election.  In  no  future  golden 
age  will  women's  rights  be  more  triumphant.  Yet,  with  all 
these  drawba?cks,  Marietta  read  with  astonished  eyes  the  re- 
turns of  the  election  in  favor  of  her  rival.  In  spite  of  this, 
and  gathering  energy  from  despair,  she  wrote  nil  despcran- 
dum  upon  her  escutcheon.  Knowing  that  in  a  new  commu- 
nity there  were  always  some  little  informalities  in  making  out 
the  returns  through  the  carelessness  of  farmer  clerks,  she  pro- 
posed to  find  them,  so  as  to  throw  out  votes  enough  to  give 
her  the  proper  majority.  The  returns  from  Marion,  Le 
Grand,  and  Greencastle  townships  were  not  dated,  neither 
were  the  certificates  signed  in  the  proper  manner,  so  that  she 
had  quite  a  good  show  to  contest  the  election,  though  she  was 
well  aware  that  fair  majority  had  been  given  to  her  antag- 
onist. The  returns  from  Marshall  tovv-nship  had  escaped  the 
viffilant  notice  of  the  watchful  truardians  of  the  city's  in- 
terest.  The  signing  of  the  jurat  had  been  forgotten  by  one 
of  theofiicers.  A  sharp  man  by  the  name  of  Ranney  found  this 
out.  A  secret  pledge  was  made  never  to  reveal  the  rectify- 
ing of  the  mistake,  and  old  Mr.  Rico  and  Father  Dunton,thc 
good  Methodist  preacher,  started  to  Marietta,  after  night,  to 
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make  the  record  iaillil'ul  to  Marslialltowii.  'J'lioy  w(!iit  to 
Jiid^^e  Sniilli,  got  the  })ull  liook,  bi-oiijj^lit  it  down  to  tli(;  aluro- 
eaid  city,  poked  up  the  iieii;li^-oiit  olllceis,  at  tlie  dead  of  ni^^ht, 
had  the  document  corrected,  and  carried  tlie  ])oll  book  l^ick 
to  Marietta  williout  the  secret  ever  bein<^  divul<^^ed,  until  the 
liistory  of  Marsliall  county  was  published  in  18G7.  ]*'ather 
Dunton  never  has  explained  what  pressure  was  ])ut  upon 
Judg-e  Smith,  who  was  so  partial  to  Marietta.  Jjut  the' poll 
book  was  obtained  and  Marietta  people  none  the  wiser.  This 
last  piece  Jincsse  whq  acted  before  the  meeting  of  the  board 
of  canvassers  upon  elections,  and  Judge  Smith  acquiesced 
\vith  the  board  that  Marietta  was  the  veritable  county  scat. 

This  aroused  the  virtuous  indignation  of  Atarshalltown, 
Their  tea,  tobacco,  and  whisky  had  been  wasted  ;  sonjcthing 
must  be  done  to  bring  the  contumacious  board  to  their  senses. 
Upon  certain  representations  of  Rice,  Anson,  and  Woodbury, 
who  might  be  called  the  Marshalltown  junta,  a  write  of  man- 
damus was  issued  by  Judge  Thompson,  presiding  over  the 
district  court  at  the  April  term,  185S,  commaading  Judge 
Smith  and  two  justices  of  the  peace,  John  Turner  and  Elias 
Wallahan,  to  re-canvas  the  returns  of  the  election,  including 
those  of  the  rejected  townships,  or  show  cause  why  he  should 
not  do  so,  on  or  before  the  third  day  of  the  term  of  the  court. 
The  counsel  for  Judge  Smith  and  his  confreres  was  the  lion. 
Enoch  Eastman,  of  Eldora,  afterwards  lieutenant  governor 
of  Iowa.  Judge  Smith  tiled  exceptions,  and  refusing  to  ans- 
wer or  re-canvas,  another  writ  was  issued  against  him  by 
Judge  Thompson,  peremptorily  ordering  him  to  re-canvas, 
but  this  he  disobeyed  and  appealed  to  the  supreme  court, 
where  it  was  argued  at  the  June  term  of  this  year,  but  no  de- 
cision was  reached.  In  the  following  December  term  of  this 
same  court,  the  case  came  up  again.  William  Penn  Clark,  of 
Iowa  City,  was  the  counsel  for  Marshalltown  ;  Hon.  C.  C. 
Cole,  of  Des  Moines,  for  Marietta.  Every  citizen  able  to  give 
a  dollar  was  assessed  his  share  of  the  burden  to  carry  forward 
the  purposes  of  the  junta,  and  this  was  cheerfully  done  in 
most  cases,  for  houses  and  lots  had  a  prospective  value  de- 
termined by  the  decision  of  the  courts. 
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'J'herc  was  great  joy  iimou<^  pro]>erty  holders  in  Marshall- 
town  when  the  decision  ol*  the  lower  court  was  aflirmcd  by 
the  hiohijr  authority.  The  clerk  oi'  the  Rupreme  court,  in  the 
earl}''  part  of  January,  1851),  isnued  a  ])eremptory  wi-it  of 
mandamus  to  the  board  of  canvasers  to  re-canvas  the  election 
•  returns  of  1858.  Judge  Smith,  John  Turner,  and  Elias 
AVallahan,  esqs,,  meeting  the  bankers,  lawyers,  and  real 
estate  men  of  Marietta  in  secret  council,  feloniously  threw  out 
the  returns  again  of  the  rejected  tow^nships  above  mentioned. 
Judge  Smith,  afterwards  dissented,  after  getting  advice  from 
Cole,  of  Des  Moines,  as  those  returns  could  not  be  throv/n 
away  upon  legal  showing.  This  wavering  upon  the  part  of 
tlie  judge,  the  action  of  the  board,  so  exasperated  the  junta  at 
Marshalltown,  that  they  filed  information  against  Judge 
Smith,  and  Justices  Turner  and  Wallahan  for  derelection  of 
duty,  and  these  gentlemen  were  brought  down  to  Marshall- 
town  for  trial  before  Justice  Teaman.  On  a  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  being  issued  by  the  county  clerk,  J.  D.  Williams,  act- 
ing as  judge,  Messrs.  Turner  and  Wallalian  were  released,  but 
Judge  Smith  seems  to  have  been  allowed  to  take  his  chances. 
Colonel  Hepburn,  now  of  Page  county,  at  this  time  was  the 
prosecuting  attorney  in  the  case,  and  11.  C,  Henderson,  assis- 
tant counsel.   Boardman,  of  Marietta,  conducted  the  defense. 

Pending  this  trial  there  was  great  excitement  through  the 
county,  and  the  last  evening  of  the  proceedings,  in  a  speech 
made  by  Boardman,  he  intimated  that  Henderson  had  told 
an  untruth.  Of  course  this  exasperated  the  assistant  counsel 
to  a  fever  heat,  so  that  he  neared  Boardman  with  a  flushed 
face,  cane  in  hand,  demanding  retraction.  The  town  hall  was 
crowded  with  Marshalltown  men.  A  few  Marietta  men,  in  the 
center,  commenced  to  huddle  around  their  champion.  Some 
one  at  the  door  cried  out,  Lynch  the  Marietta  rascals !  " 
This  was  answered  by  some  of  the  candles  disappearing,  yet 
enough  were  left  to  show  Boardman  in  the  tableau,  pale,  yet 
cool  as  a  cucumber,  and  waiving  his  right  hand  with  a  look 
that  Forest  might  wear  in  Coriolanus  —  "Gentlemen,  you 
can  impose  upon  Marietta  and  her  rights  now,  but  you  will 
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feel  dincrently  wlieii  the  Ci)\(\  stool  of  a  Imndj'od  buyoiiotB  is 
passing  through  your  hearts."  This  hifalut  'in  and  his  cool- 
ncRB  BCoiTicd  to  liave  souie  eflect,  for  Henderson  disap])eared, 
and  the  erowd,  being  instructed  by  AVoodbiiry  and  JJr.  Gliek, 
began  to  cry  out  for  Judge  Smith's  bloc^d.  Jlorror  strichen 
at  tin's  dramatic  managing,  the  judge  caught  Kice  by  the  but- 
tons of  his  coat  and  begged  to  be  taken  to  liis  father-in-law's 
house,  Kev.  Mr.  Babcock,  a  Methodist  clergyman.  Tiie  crowd 
hooted  at  hira  as  he  went,  all  being  arranged  l)eforc  hand  ; 
and  with  a  great  show  of  secresy  and  apprehension,  tlie  judge 
was  hustled  into  a  buggy  and  driven  down  to  Mr.  Babcock's 
without  further  delay.  In  the  course  of  the  night,  feeling 
anxious  about  his  situation,  as  Charles  I.  belbre  his  death, 
Bent  for  his  family  to  console  with  him  on  the  chances  of  his 
sudden  taking  off.  Mrs.  Smith  would  not  trust  herself  "  a- 
mong  the  villians,"  she  said,  although  the  escort  was  her  own 
father.  Mr.  Babcock,  being  a  Marshalltown  man,  was  liated 
so  intensely  by  the  Marietta  people  that  in  going  to  and  fro 
he  was  insulted  at  every  step.  Decayed  eggs  and  rubbish 
were  thrown  at  his  reverend  head,  without  mercy,  several 
times,  and  to  add  to  his  discomfort,  the  gossips  repeated  won- 
derful tales  impugning  his  veracity  as  he  made  his  different 
journeys  back  and  forth  to  Marietta. 

[to  be  continued.] 


IO¥A  GOVEEEOES. 

^  In  response  to  a  Missouri  subscriber's  request  to  record  the 
names  of  the  governors  of  Iowa,  from  the  beginning  of  civil 
government  in  her  borders  to  the  present  time,  in  the  order 
iu  which  the}^  served,  we  may  say,  by  way  of  introduction, 
that,  before  the  organization  of  the  territorial  government  of 
Iowa,  in  183S,  tlie  acres  now  called  Iowa  formed  an  integral 
part  of  the  territory  of  Wisconsin,  the  governor  of  which  was 
Henry  Dodge  (father  of  Gen.  A.  C.  Dodge),  who  was  after- 
wards United  States  senator  from  Wisconsin,  and  who  re- 
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coivcd  liifi  .i])})oiiilmeijt  Jis  (Jovci-iior  of  the;  territory  of  AVis- 
consiii  from  l/rosltleiit  Jackson,  in  1830. 

AVl)(in  Jowa  was  erected  into  a  separate  territory,  in  1838, 
llobei't  LneaH  was  appointed  governor  of  llie  new  territory, 
by  President  Van  Buren.  Jle  was  succeeded  early  in  18J1, 
by  John  Clianibers,  wlio  received  Iub  appointment  ironi  Presi- 
dent Ilari'ison,  and  served  four  years,  and  until  succeeded  by 
James  Clark,  a]>})oiTited  by  President  Pollcj  in  the  spring  of 
1845,  whohcldthe  office  till  December  31, 1846,  when  thestate 
government  went  into  operation,  with  Ansel  Briggs  as  gov- 
ernor, who  served,  as  such  till  December,  1850^  one  term, 
the  terms  of  office  of  the  governors  under  our  former  consti- 
tution being  for  four  years.  Briggs  was  succeeded  by 
Stephen  Hempstead,  who  served  one  term,  ending  December, 
1854-.  Next  came  James  W.  Grimes,  who  served  as  gover- 
nor from  December,  1854,  to  January,  1858.  Dui'ing  this 
official  term  was  adopted  the  present  constitution,  whicli  re- 
duced the  term  of  governor  from  four  to  two  years,  makine; 
it  begin  on  the  second  Monday  in  January  of  the  even  years, 
and  shortening,  by  about  one  year,  Grimes's  gubernatorial 
career,  which  came  to  a  close  in  January,  1858.  Palph  P. 
Lowe  was  the  first  governor  elected  under  the  present  consti- 
tution, and  served  one  term,  ending  January,  ISGO.  Lowe 
was  succeeded  by  Samuel  J.  Kirkwood,  who  was  the  first  ex- 
ecutive of  Iowa  honored  by  are-election,  an  innovation  which 
has  thus  far  been  continued  to  his  successors.  Kirkwood's 
second  term  closed  in  January,  1864:,  and  he  was  followed  by 
Wm.  M.  Stone,  who  also  served  as  Governor  two  terms,  end- 
ing January,  1868,  to  be  succeeded  by  the  present  executive, 
Samuel  Merrill,  whose  second  term  will  end  in  January,  1872.  ^ 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  Iowa,  since  she  became  a  sepa- 
rate territory,  has  had  ten  executives  —  three  territorial  gover- 
nors, acting  during  a  period  of  seven  years  and  a  half,  ending 
December  31,1846;  three  state  governors  under  the  "  Old 
Constitution,"  acting  during  a  period  of  eleven  years,  ending 
January,  1858 ;  and  four  state  governors  under  the  present 
constitution,  acting  during  a  period  of  fourteen  ycai'S,  to  bo 
completed  January,  1872. 
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MASGNIO  MAGAZINE. 


SiNoio  llielst  of  January,  Tjijo  Evkkgkkkn,  tlio  or<;an  oftlio 
masonic  fraternity  of  Iowa,  under  tlio  editorial  conduct  of 
Trof.  T.  S.  Parvin,  and  his  associate,  Mr.  AV.  B.  Langrid;^'e, 
and  the  typogi-apbical  management  of  IMessrs.  Griggs,  Wat- 
son, &  I^i'iy,  liiis  assumed  such  an  air  of  exterior  beauty^,  and 
acquired  such  an  attractive  interior  interest,  tliat  to  look  at  it 
is  to  read,  and  to  read  it  is  to  forget  that  you  have  looked. 
The  profound  ability  of  tlie  editors  is  well  seconded  by  a 
troupe  of  entertaining  correspondents,  the  chicfest  of  whom 
is  lion.  Z.  C.  Luse.  Containing,  as  The  Evkkokeen  does,  a 
Family  Department,"  devoted  to  general  topics,  besides  its 
pages  given  up  to  masonic  news  and  lore,  it  commends  itself 
not  alone  to  members  of  the  order,  but  to  all  who  have  inter- 
est in  pure  and  elevating  literature. 


1871.] 


EDITORIAL  NOTES. 


551 


EDITOrJAL  NOTES. 


 Wk  are  ghid  to  receive  back,  as  u  coiitribuUtr,  ]\lr.  J.  E.  Griflith, 

late  of  the  United  States  ent^iiieer  c()ri)S,  l)ut  now  fallen  back  on  his  re- 
served ri{^^lils  as  a  citizen.  Mr.  GriflUh  is  now  in  char/^'e  of  the  government 
locks  in  process  of  construction  at  Keokuk  (a  work  which  he  formerly  had 
partial  control  of  as  an  arni}^  ollicc  r),  iiiuler  ii  much  larger  salary  tlian  he 
received  as  a  lieutenant  of  engines  rs,  showing  in  what  high  estin)ale  his 
scientific  abilities  are  held  l)y  the  government  ho  has  served  so  gallantly 
and  faithfully,  Ilis  article  oji  "  'jyte  M(i<jnt^ian  JinmLone  of  loica,''  of 
whose  value  he  has  a  practical  knowledge,  has  a  peculiar  interest  at  this 
lime,  when  the  cupitol  commissioners  have  under  consideration  the  subject 
of  building  material  for  the  new  state  house,  and  we  commend  his  state- 
ments, as  published  in  this  number  of  the  Annals,  to  their  attention. 

 We  most  heartily  welcome  IIon.D.  C.  Bloomer,  of  Council  Blulls, 

and  Mr.  E.  Booth,  of  Anamosa,  to  our  constantly  increasing  corps  of  corres- 
pondents. The  History  of  Pottawattamie  County,  which  Mr.  Bloomer, 
commences  in  this  number,  will  have  more  than  a  passing  value.  Mr. 
Booth's  article,  which  wc  are  compelled  to  defer  the  publication  of  for  the 
present,  will  lose  none  of  its  interest  in  the  July  nujnber  on  account  of  its 
j'cminiscence  of  Gov.  Chambers,  whose  portrait  M'ill  appear  at  the  same 
time. 

 We  present,  as  the  frontispiece  of  this  number,  the  excellent  steel- 
engraved  likeness  of  our  friend  and  contributor,  Hon.  Charles  Negus,  of 
Fairfield,  whose  articles  on  "  Tlje  Early  History  of  Iowa"  have  imparted 
interest  to  the  Annals  for  so  long  a  time.  The  portrait  would  have  ap- 
peared incomplete  unaccompanied  by  a  sketch  of  Judge  Xegus's  life,  and 
wc  only  regret  that  his  modesty  prevented  our  procuring  a  fuller  biogra- 
phy of  him. 

 A  POiriTvAiT  and  biography  of  the  late  John  Chambers,  the  second 

territorial  governor  of  Iowa,  will  appear  in  the  next  number  of  the 
Annals. 

 Some  very  objectionable  typographical  mistakes  occurred  in  the 

January  number,  some  of  which  are  obvious,  while  others  need  correction. 
In  the  sketch  of  Col.  Garrett,  on  line  sixth  of  page4;3;j,  for  Hiuunautta,  rend 
Huamautla ;  on  twenty-first  line,  same  page,  for  llasaila,  read  Tlascalu  : 
seventh  line  from  bottom,  same  page,  "look  upon''  should  read,  look  up  ; 
page4o8,  seventeenth  line,  for  "  Gen.  Caidei/'s,''  read  Gen.  Canhy's. 
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(JOVEENOE  OHAMBEKS. 


John  Chambers,  the  second  governor  of  Iowa  territory, 
was  born  on  the  Gth  day  of  October,  1Y80,  at  Lroniley  Bridge, 
Somerset  county,  New  Jersey.  His  father,  Kowhind  Oliara- 
bers,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  of  Irish  parentage.  Accord- 
ing to  a  tradition  in  the  family,  their  remote  ancestors  were 
Scotcli,  and  belonged  to  the  clan  Cameron.  Having  refused 
to  join  in  the  rebellion  of  1()15,  they  migi-ated  to  Ireland, 
where,  by  an  act  of  parliament,  on  their  own  petition,  they 
took  the  names  of  Chambers.  Rowland  Chambers  espoused 
with  enthusiasm  the  cause  of  American  independence,  and  was 
commissioned  a  colonel  of  iSTew  Jersey  militia.  From  ex- 
posure he  soon  became  disabled  by  rheumatism,  but,  on  par- 
tially recovering,  again  devoted  himself  to  the  cause,  freely 
appropriating  the  products  of  his  farm  to  the  use  of  the  army, 
and  expending  }ii&  means  without  stint.  At  the  close  of  the 
war,  reduced  in  circumstances,  he  immigrated  to  Kentucky 
and  settled  in  Washington,  then  the  county  seat  of  Mason 
county. 

John  Chambers,  the  youngest  of  seven  children,  was  then 
fourteen  years  old.  A  few  days  after  the  family  settled  in 
their  new  home  he  ibund  employment  in  a  dry  goods  store, 
and  the  following  spring  was  sent  to  Transylvania  Seminaiw, 
at  Lexington,  Kentucky,  whei-e  he  remained  for  less  than  a 
year,  and  returned  to  his  home.    Two  years  laior  he  entered 
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a  new  Hold  of  labor,  destined,  under  jjrovidcnce,  lo  exercise  a 
conf;rollin<^^  inlluence  upon  liis  alter  life.  J^'ranci.s  Taylor,  Esq., 
a  prnctisijig  lawyer  of  the  Mason  county  bai-,  was  elected,  about 
this  time,  to  the  clerkship  of  the  disti-ict  eoui1,  and  in  the  fall 
of  1797  Mr.  Ohand)ers  became  his  deinity.  The  duties  of  the 
oflice  at  that  time  being  light,  and  the  law  libi-ary  of  liis  em- 
ployer at  hand,  he  devoted  himself  to  the  study  of  law,  a  ])ro- 
fession  for  which  Mr.  Taylor  thought  him  peculiarly  adapted. 

In  the  spring  of  ISOO,  Mr.  Taylor  being  anxious  to  remove 
to  his  farm,  some  miles  distant,  ofFercd  him  the  emoluments 
of  the  office  for  in's  services,  which  he  acce])tcd.  In  Novem- 
ber, 1800,  Mr.  Chand)ers  was  licensed  to  practice  law.  His 
training  iu  the  clerk's  oflice,  his  strict  business  habits,  and  his 
general  acquaintance  throughout  the  country,  nnide  him  a 
promising  aspirant  for  professional  success,  which  he  si)eedily 
achieved,  continuing  his  studies  with  the  same  diligence  that 
characterized  his  period  of  preparation  for  the  bar. 

In  1803,  Mr.  Chambers,  who  had  now  entered  upon  a  career 
of  uninterrupted  professional  prosperity,  was  married  to  Miss 
Margaret  Taylor,  of  Ilagerstown,  Maryland,  a  sister  of  the 
gentleman  in  wdiose  office  he  had  studied  law,  and  daughter 
of  Major  Ignatius  Taylor,  of  the  revolutionary  army  (I^Iaryland 
line).  She  lived  but  about  three  years,  and^iu  ISOT  he  mar- 
ried^Iiss  Hannah  Taylor,  a  sister  of  his  first  wife.  Not  long 
afterward,  his  practice  having  proved  remunerative,  he  em- 
barked in  the  manul\icture  of  bale  rope  and  bagging  for  the 
southern  market.  In  this  he  incurred  heavy  losses,  recover-^ 
ing,  however,  by  energy  and  prudence,  without  loss  of  credit 

When,  in  1812,  the  United  States  deemed  it  essential  to 
the  national  honor  to  declai-e  war  against  Great  Britain,  there 
was  great  excitement  in  Kentucky,  and  men  of  capacity  and 
character  were  demanded  for  the  public  service.  Mr.  Cham- 
bers was  chosen  to  represent  his  county  in  the  legislature, 
and  would  have  been  returned  at  the  next  session,  but  de- 
clined. The  war  had  begun,  and  General  William  Henry 
Harrison,  then  governor  of  Indiana,  was  invited  by  the  author- 
ties  of  l^^entucky  to  take  command  of  her  troops,  then  being 
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organized  to  delciid  Ohio  I'lom  llic  i'oniyB  of  the  J^ritisli, 
aided  by  tlioir  savage  allies.  Al'ter  the  deleat  of  Wiiieliester, 
Governor  JShelby,  wlio  liad  vohnjteered  to  lead  the  i\entncl-:j 
troo])B  in  ])er8on,  oflercd  i\Ir.  Clianibers  a  phice  on  his  staif, 
wJiicii  lie  was  compelled  to  decline,  having  previously  prom- 
ised General  Harrison  to  accept  a  position  on  his  staO",  to 
which  he  had  been  recommended  by  oflicers  of  the  regular 
army  who  knew  him.  Being  sunnnoned  by  the  general  to 
the  front,  he  joined  him  about  the  1st  of  September,  at  Canip 
Seneca,  on  SaJidusky  river,  and  was  announced  next  morn- 
ing, in  general  orders,  as  aid-de-camp  to  the  commander-in- 
chief,  with  the  rank  of  major.  He  remained  with  General 
Harrison  until  the  close  of  the  campaign,  rendering  eflicient 
service  in  the  battle  of  the  Thames,  for  which  he  received  a 
letter  of  thanks  from  the  general,  and  honorable  mention  in 
his  dispatches  to  the  secretary  of  war  —  especially  for  gallant 
conduct  in  the  pursuit  of  the  British  General  Proctor,  who, 
in  the  language  of  the  dispatch,  only  escaped  by  the  lleet- 
iiess  of  his  horses,"  one  of  which,  a  grey  Canadian  of  great 
powder,  fell  to  the  lot  of  Major  Chambers,  and  died,  many 
years  after,  on  his  Kentucky  farm,  in  the  peaceful  sej-vice  of 
..his  captor. 

In  1815  Mr.  Chambers  was  again  elected  to  represent  his 
county  in  the  state  legislature  (lower  house),  his  brother, 
James  Chambers,  being  elected,  at  the  same  time,  to  the  state 
senate  from  the  same  county.  The  pressure  of  professional 
engagements,  and  the  care  of  a  growing  family,  deterred  him 
from  again  entering  political  life  until  182S,  when  the  selec- 
tion of  General  Thomas  Metcalfe  as  the  whig  candidate  for 
governor  of  Kentucky  caused  a  vacancy  in  the  congressional 
representation  of  the  district,  and  Mr.  Chambers  was  nomin- 
ated to  fill  the  vacancy.  He  was  elected,  and  served  out  the 
unexpired  term  of  Governor  Metcalfe,  but  refused  to  be  a  can- 
didate for  re-election. 

From  1830  to  1832  he  was  again  called  by  his  fellow-citi- 
zens to  serve  them  in  the  state  legislature.  The  credit  of  the 
state  was  at  a  low  ebb.    Stay  laws  and  relief  laws  had  done 
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llicir  wo)\st.  h  w;iR  iicc-crf;iiry,  ])_y  jjropci-  l(!ii;islatioi),  to  i-e- 
(Icoiu  tlic  (:uimii()in\  t':ill]i  Iroiii  the  rcpic'ich  Kroii^'Jil,  oji  lior 
by  thc&e  einbarrassnicDls.  A  bill  \v;ik  inlj-o(lii('('(l  liy  ^\v. 
Glifimbers,  the  ellect  of  \vbicli  wa.s  to  i^rcatly  increase  tbe  rev- 
eiino  tax  of  the  slate,  lie  knew  it  to  be;  absolutely  essential 
to  the  lionoj' and  pi'ospei  ity  of  the  state.  Tlie  question  liow 
this  measure  would  iill'ect  his  popularity  at  lionie  did  not  bo-' 
long  to  his  political  catechism,  lie  went  into  ofllce  untram- 
melled, and  was  ready  to  meet  his  consiitucntSj  and  stand  or 
fall  by  his  record,  lie  advocated  the  measure,  it  passed,  and 
was  subsecpiently  called,  by  his  political  opponents,  "  Cham- 
bers's Tax  ]>111."  At  the  first  county  coui1,  after  his  return 
from  the  state  capital  he  was  violently  assailed  by  those  who 
had  opposed  his  election,  about  his  op)pressive  tax  bill.  Their 
clamor  was  unheeded  until  the  business  of  the  court  was  over. 
Coming  out  in  the  evening  u])on  the  public  square,  where,  ac- 
cording to  the  custom  of  the  country,  hundreds  of  men  were 
assembled,  he  inquired  who  his  assailants  were.  Two  per- 
sons in  the  crowd  soon  responded.  He  listened  patiently  to 
their  harangues,  and  asked,  "  Who  else  complains  of  exces- 
sive taxation  'i "  There  being  no  reply,  he  said,  in  a  tone 
which  was  distinctly  heard  by  the  whole  crowd  :  "  I  am  proud, 
fellow-citizens,  of  this  silent  approbation  of  my  course.  Only 
^two  of  you  have  complained,  and  they,  I  presume,  cannot  be 
in  earnest,  since,  to  my  certain  knowledge,  neither  of  them 
lias  paid  so  much  as  a  poll  tax  on  his  worthless  head  for  five 
years."  The  writer  of  this  sketch  was  present,  and  heard  the 
hearty  cheers  which  welcomed  the  rebuke  and  endorsed  the 
public  servant  who  had  acquitted  himself  with  honor  by  doing 
what  the  exigencies  of  the  commonwealth  required.  We 
have  given  this  anecdote  because  it  is  eminently  charactei'istic 
of  the  man.  lie  esteemed  the  approbation  of  his  own  con- 
science a  far  higher  reward  than  popular  applause. 

In  1S32  Mr.  Chambers  was  oifej'ed  a  seat  on  the  bench  of 
the  supreme  court  of  Kentucky,  but  declined  it.  Again,  in 
lSf^5,  he  was  nominati'd  by  tin*  governor  to  the  senate  for  the 
same  office,  and  confirnied,  but  was  obliged  to  resign  befoi-e 
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lie  luid  i;ila;n  liis  HOJit,  in  order  to  restore,  by  fi  more  active 
life,  liis  liealth,  wliicli  liad  become  seriously  imj^aii-cd. 

Ill  lie  liad  sullered  the  loss  of  his  \vile.    She  was  a 

lady  of  cultivated  mind  and  elegant  manners,  and  had  made 
Ids  bouse  a  happy  and  attractive  home. 

Ill  1835  be  was  again  elected  to  represent  bis  district  in  the 
congress  of  the  United  States.  Jle  was  re-elected  in  1SP>7, 
and  served  until  the  close  of  the  ^^5th  congress,  in  ]\[arcb,  1S30. 
Of  tbe  part  he  took  in  congress,  it  is  only  necessary  to  say 
bere  tbat  it  made  rejnitation  for  him  in  a  district  where  the 
standard  of  intelligence  was  as  higb  as  in  any  otlier  in  the 
state.  And  it  is  a  suliicient  compliment  to  bis  ability  and  in- 
dustry as  a  legislator  to  say  tbat  bo  succecclcd  tbe  Hon.  Elisha 
Wbittlesey  (so  long  and  favorably  known  in  tbat  position)  as 
chairman  of  tbe  committee  on  claims,  one  of  tbe  most  labor- 
ious and  responsible  positions  in  tbe  national  legislature. 

General  Simon  Kenton,  tbe  celebrated  pioneer  and  Indian 
figliter,  having  become  infirm  and  poor,  bad,  by  tbe  advice  of 
bis  friends,  applied  to  congress  for  a  pension;  but  as  bis  claim 
did  not  come  under  any  general  law,  bis  repeated  a])plications 
failed,  and  tbe  brave  old  man  bad  despaired.  Learning  tbat 
Mr.  Chambers,  -whom  be  bad  known  well  as  a  neigbbor  in 
Kentucky,  was  in  congress,  be  took  heart  again,  and  renewed 
bis  application  for  a  pension.  Mr.  Chambers,  whose  sjniipatby 
was  at  once  tboroughly  enlisted,  introduced  a  bill  for  tbat 
purpose,  and  urged  its  passage  in  a  speech.  He  drew  a 
tbrilling  picture  of  the  veteran  woodsman's  daring  career  in 
bis  country's  service,  nnd  described  tbe  penury  and  neglect 
into  which  be-  bad  lallen  in  bis  old  age.  The  appeal  was 
beard  with  profound  interest.  Tbe  nation's  law-makers  were 
for  tbe  lirst  time  aroused  to  a  sense  of  justice  toward  this  re- 
markable man,  and  tbe  bill  was  passed  by  an  overwhelming 
vote. 

Tbe  writer  of  this  sketch  was  present  when  General  Kenton 
presented  himself  at  tbe  law  office  of  Mr.  Chambers,  having 
walked  all  tlic  way  from  bis  home  on  ^lad  river,  in  Ohio,  to 
thank  bis  friend,    lie  was  neatly  clad,  bis  white  hair  stream- 
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irig  over  liis  shoulders,  and  liis  coiintciiance  wcai'Iiig  an  ex- 
pression of  unwonted  coin])lacency  and  conilbrt.  As  he 
straightened  liinisoir  uj)  to  liis  full  six  leet  two  IiHihof;  to  ]-e- 
ceive  the  cordial  greeting  extended  to  him,  lie  said,  with  tiX'in- 
iilous  voice:  "John  Chainbei'S,  you  gave  me  shelter  when  I 
had  no  home,  money  from  your  purse  when  1  was  peniiiless, 

and  now  you  liave  "    Here  the  old  man  broke  do\Vn 

without  even  reaching  the  subject  of  the  pension,  and  brushed 
away  the  tears  that  filled  his  eyes ;  while  Mr.  Oliambers  said, 
cheerfully,  as  he  led  him  to  a  seat :  "  Come,  general,  you  are 
too  old  now  to  make  a  set  speech.  1  understand  and  apj)]-e- 
ciate  yonr  feelings,  and  am  glad  to  see  yon  looking  so  well. 
I  reflect  on  no  incident  of  my  lite  wilh  more pleasui-e  than  my 
successful  appeal  in  behalf  of  a  public  servant  who  deserves 
well  of  his  country." 

Between  1815  and  1828,  Mr.  Chambers  held  for  several 
3^ear3  the  office  of  commonwealth's  attorney  for  the  judicial 
district  in  which  he  lived,  lie  was,  during  that  period,  at  the 
zenith  of  his  reputation  as  a  lawyer  and  advocate.  He  met  the 
giants  of  the  Kentucky  bar  in  im])ortant  civil  and  criminal  tri- 
als. He  contested  with  such  men  as  Ko wan  and  Hardin  and 
Barry  for  the  honors  of  the  profession,  and  if  success  be  the 
measure  of  ability,  he  had  no  reason  to  be  ashamed  of  his  rec- 
ord. His  well  known  high  sense  of  honor,  and  his  contempt 
for  professional  chicanery,  commanded  the  respect  of  his  legal 
compeers.  His  appearance  and  manner  were  dignified,  his 
tone  calm  and  impressive,  and  his  language  singularly  direct 
and  vigorous.  The  impression  he  made  on  a  jury  was  not 
easily  counteracted,  and  his  efforts  were  attended  with  re- 
markable success. 

Mr.  Chambers  closed  his  congressional  career  in  1839.  with 
the  purpose  of  resuming  the  practice  of  law,  but  his  old  friend, 
General  Harrison,  wns  announced  by  the  whig  party  for  the 
presidential  campaign  of  1810.  Mr.  Chambers  was  one  of  a 
few  of  the  generars  com])anions  in  arms  who  could  give  au- 
thoritative denial  to  the  infamous  slanders  circulated  by  his 
political  enemies.    Accordingly,  at  the  general's  earnest  re- 
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queBl,  lio  consojilod  io  .'iflcnd  liim  i hjoii;.djoiit  1  liat,  niomoj-al^lc 
canvass,  jiikI  in  many  a  stin-iii*,^  .s))(;oc*]i,  licloj-e  Iinnicnse  tlirojii^s 
of  pco})lc,  presented  the  clainis  ol*  liis  old  cominaiider.  When 
inauguration  day  approached,  a  private  letter  irom  the  presi- 
dent-elect Rumnioned  liini  to  North  'l*end,  wlience  lie  accom- 
panied him  to  Wasliijii^^toii,  wJicj-e  lie  remained  until  the  ar- 
rival of  the  })i'esident's  private  secretary,  whose;  duties  he  had 
temjjorarily  pei-formed. 

While  in  "Washington,  ]\Ir.  Chambers  was  urged  by  Presi- 
dent Harrison  to  accept  some  office  requiring  his  residence 
there.  This  he  declined,  but  afterwards  acce})ted  tlie  appoint- 
ment of  governor  of  Iowa.  On  the  13th  of  May,  1841,  he 
entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  office.  Ilis  success  in  Ijis  ad- 
ministi'ation  of  the  affiiirs  of  the  territory  was  well  attested  by 
the  approbation  of  the  people,  and  by  the  hearty  commenda- 
tion of  those  in  authority  at  Washington,  especially  for  his 
management  of  Indian  affairs.  During  his  term  of  office  he 
found  it  necessary,  on  several  occasions,  to  suppress  the  in- 
testinal feuds  of  the  red  men,  which  he  did  with  such  firmness 
and  decision  that  quiet  w\as  promptly  restored  where  war 
seemed  imminent.  Governor  Chambers  was  repeatedly 
called  on  to  treat  with  the  Indian  tribes  for  the  purchase  of 
their  lands.  In  October,  1841,  he  was  commissioned  jointly 
with  the  Hon.  T.  Hartley  Crawford,  commissioner  of  Indian 
affairs,  and  Governor  Hoty^  of  W^isconsin,  to  hold  a 'treaty 
with  the  Sacs  and  Foxes,  which,  however,  did  not  result  in  a 
purchase.  In  September,  1842,  being  appointed  sole  com- 
missioner for  the  same  purpose,  he  succeeded  lully  in  carry- 
ing out  the  wishes  of  the  government.  In  1843  he  held  a 
treaty  with  the  Winnebagoes,  but  in  this  instance  no  result 
v/as  reached. 

In  1844,  his  term  of  oflice  having  expired,  he  was  re-ap- 
pointed by  President  Tyler,  but  was  removed,  in  1845,  by 
President  Polk,  to  make  room  for  Governor  Clark,  whose 
political  fiiith  (unlike  Governor  Chambers's)  was  in  accord 
with  that  of  the  president.  Shortly  afterward,  with  greatly 
impaired  health,  he  returned  to  Kentucky,  where,  with  skillful 
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nieclical  ti'CJilmont  and  ciil  li'c  j-olief  IVom  oflicia]  cares,  he  [)ar- 
tially  rcc()vc;red. 

Duri]i<},'  IIjo  few  reiiiainii)i/;  years  of  liis  life,  Governor  (Jhain- 
borri's  i-ec()]](Xjtions  of  Iowa  were  of  tlie  njust  agreeable  cliai'ac- 
ter.  lie  spuko  gratefully  of  tlio  reception  ext(inded  to  liirn  b}' 
her  ])eo|)le,  and  often  referred  witli  gr(!.'it  kindness  to  hiy 
iiciglibor.s  in  Des  Moines  county,  indeed,  there  were  many 
pleasant  circumstances  attejiding  ]iis  residence  there.  lie  was 
much  interested  in  the  i]a])rovenient  of  his  ])eantil'ul  farnj,Bix 
miles  west  of  Burlington.  His  social  and  oilicial  relations 
were  all  harmonious.  The  responsibilities  of  his  office  he,  of 
course,  could  not  divide,  but  its  labors  were  greatly  lightened 
by  the  systematic  industry  and  intelligence  of  his  private  sec- 
retary, ALr.  J.  0.  Phister,  a  native  of  Maysville,  Kentucky, 
who  remained  with  the  governor  during  his  entire  residence 
in  Iowa,  and  enjoyed  his  confidence  and  friendship  then  and 
ev.er  after wai'ds. 

Governor  Chambers's  inlii-m  health  forbade  his  engaging  in 
any  regular  employment  after  his  return  to  Kentucky,  but  in 
1849,  at  the  solicitation  of  the  connnissioner  of  Indian  ailairs, 
he  negotiated,  jointly  with  Governor  Ramsey,  of  Minnesota, 
a  successful  treaty  with  the  Sioux  Indians  for  the  pui'chase  of 
lands. 

The  latter  years  of  Governor  Chambers's  life  were  spent 
mostly  with  his  children,  whose  affection  and  respect  were  the 
chief  conditions  of  his  happiness.  During  a  visit  to  his  daugh- 
ters, in  Paris,  ]ventucky,  lie  was  taken  sick  ar  the  house  of 
his  son-in-law,  C.  S.  Brent,  Esq.,  and,  after  a  few  weeks, 
breathed  his  last  on  the  2ist  day  of  September,  1852,  in  his 
seventy-second  year. 

Governor  Chambers's  private  career  was  marked  by  a  geii- 
erosity  which  was  liniited  only  by  his  means,  and  was,  in  fact, 
the  predominant  trait  in  his  character.  His  house  and  his 
purse  were  alike  open  to  every  worthy  clainuint  of  his  bounty. 
He  seemed  utterly  inca|)able  of  any  sordid  motive.  His 
benevolence  gave  rise  to  many  pleasant  incidents,  recalling 
acts  which  he  had  forgotten.     On  one  occasion  his  fam- 
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ily  (liBCOvercd  lliaf.  lic  wore  a  IjaiKkoino  diainoiid  broaKl-jjiii 
in  addition  to  tlio  less  costly  one  he  usually  wore.  On  incjuiry 
they  found  that  ho  was  unconscious  of  the  fact,  and  was  at  a 
loss  to  account  for  it;  but,  on  reflection,  he  remembered  that 
a  younii'  g-entlenian  had,  a  few  bours  before,  ijrelcndod  to  ex- 
amine closely  the  breast-pin  he  was  wearini^-,  and  next  day 
charged  him  with  the  surreptitious  present.  The  reply  was  : 
"Yes,  sir.  I  knew  your  .aversion  to  accepting  present-,  and 
therefore  did  not  venture  to  tender  this  lormally.  Years  ago 
yon  performed  valuable  legal  services  for  my  lather,  and  re- 
fused compensation,  because  you  knew  he  was  in  straitened 
circumstances.  But  you  will  not  refuse  to  wear  this  to  remind 
you  of  my  father,  and  of  the  gratitude  of  his  son."  On  an- 
other occasion,  in  traveh'ng  through  the  far  west,  he  found  a 
namesake  at  an  humble  farm-house  where  he  had  stop])ed  for 
the  night.  In  answer  to  a  question,  the  boy's  mother  said  he 
was  named  for  a  lawyer  in  .Kentucky  who  had  helped  her 
family  when  they  were  in  trouble.  She  was  wholly  uncon- 
scious that  her  guest  was  the  identical  Kentuck}'  lawyer  of 
whom  she  spoke. 

Governor  Chambers  furnished  a  beautiful  example  of  filial 
love  and  duty.  As  early  as  his  fifteenth  year  he  was  partly 
charged  with  the  care  of  his  mother,  a  woman  of  high  charac- 
ter and  strong  intellect,  whom  he  fondly  loved,  and  to  whose 
comfort  and  happiness  he  devoted  himself  with  untiring  as- 
siduity throuoh,out  her  ionp-  life.  He  was  a  man  of  iron  will, 
and  somewhat  stern  in  his  bearing,  but  always  ready  to  un- 
bend at  the  call  of  hospitality,  and  always  ready  to  mingle 
cheerfully  in  the  fiimily  circle. 

Although  often  before  the  people,  he  was  never  defeated  in 
a  popular  election  ;  yet  he  never  descended  to  any  c)f  the  arts 
of  demagoguery  to  secure  popularity. 

It  has  not  been  deemed  necessary  to  include  here  an  ex- 
tended account  of  Governor  Chambers''s  official  connection  with 
Iowa  territory.  The  desire  has  been  warmly  expressed  by 
some  of  his  contemporaries  to  know  more  of  his  early  lite,  and 
to  have  his  portrait  placed  in  this  work.  To  graiify  these  old 
friends  this  brief  sketch  was  written,  and  to  them  (not  to  the 
critical  ])ubli(;)  the  wi'iter  respectfully  presents  it. 
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REMINISCENCES  OF  TWENTY-SEVEN  YEABS  AGO. 


BV  EDMUND  JiOOTil,   ANAMO.SA,  IOWA. 


The  intiniation  that  a  bio^^rapliy  of  Governor  Cliambors, 
one  of  the  territorial  governers  of  Iowa,  would  appear  in  tlie 
July  unuiber,  brings  to  miiid,  and  rather  vividly,  the  circum- 
stances of  the  time,  now  twenty-seven  years  since  and  six 
yeai's  after  the  country  was  tlirown  open  to  settlement  by  the 
government,  securing  what  was  then  known,  on  tlie  maps,  as 
"The  JJlack  Hawk  Purchase." 

In  February,  ISi-Ir,  matters,  needless  to  mention,  led  me  to 
go  south  as  far  as  St.  Louis.  'No  railroads  being  in  existence 
in  the■^\  cst  and  the  Mississippi  being  frozen,  the  only  course 
was  vi'f.  Iowa  City.  The  territorial  legislature  T\'as  then  near 
tlie  close  of  its  session.  Stopping  there  two  or  three  days 
gave  opportunity  to  look  around  and  incidentally  to  make  a 
few  acquaintances.  Being  about  to  start  next  morning,  the 
y  assistant  clerk  of  the  house  suggested  that  as  the  session  was 
near  its  end,  business  hurried,  no  enrolling  or  engrossing- 
clerk  being  provided  for  by  congressional  law,  and  therefore 
no  such  indispensable  personage  in  existence,  an  elfort  be 
made  to  supply  the  deficiency.  He  proposed  that  the  writer 
hereof  remain  a  few^  hours  with  that  view.  Of  course  no  ob- 
jection was  made,  and  the  next  morning  a  resolution  passed 
the  house  accordingly. 

I  do  not  propose  to  bore  the  reader  wdth  legislative  debates, 
proverbially  dreary,  but  to  give  some  incidents  indicative  of 
the  surroundings  and  circumstances  of  that  period. 

Chambers  was  governor  and  Burr  was  secretary  of  the  ter- 
ritory. Chambers  was  a  large,  well  proportioned  man,  with 
large  head,  and  face  coi-rcspondiiig,  his  face  that  of  a  man 
self-])0ssessed,  of  pleasant  and  social  nature  and  of  great 
strength  of  character.  Burr,  also,  was  large  in  frame  but  not 
near  the  size  of  the  governor.  He,  too,  was  of  agreeable 
looks,  in  fact  was  what  we  usually  call  a  good  fellow.  One 
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thing  l)0tli(3rtMl  liiiii.  lie  was  on  Hiity  liad  iK>t  1)00))  con- 
finned  by  tlio  HoiKite,  und  on  tliis  poijit  Ijc  njanifcsted  some 
anxiety.  J>elbre  the  cdose  <A'  the  session,  liowever,  the  news 
of  his  coniiiination  arrived  and  jie  was  i-elieved  oJ'all  fnj'tlier 
uncertainty. 

Eear  the  city  —  Jovv-a  City,  ibr  chat  was  the;i  ilio  cajjital  of 
the  territory  —  was  a  band  of  Sacs  and  P'oxes.  One  day 
Governor  Chambers  came  into  the  Jlouse,  arm  in  arm  with 
the  cliicf  of  this  band.  The  two  advanced  within  the  bar  and 
took  a  seat,  tlie  second  from  tlie  bar.  The  house  was  in  ses- 
sion and  business  proceeded,  but  there  was  a  coniplerc-  jehnx- 
ation  as  soon  as  tliis  unexpected  IVeak,  or  whatever  you  please 
to  call  it,  of  the  £j;overnor's  occurred.  The  chief,  like  the  gov- 
ernor and  secretarj',  and  as  is  usual  with  men  ^vho  attain 
eminence  by  native  force  of  character,  was  of  large  size,  that 
is  to  say,  larger  than  his  fellows.  He  was  dressed  in  full  In- 
dian costume  and  as  became  his  rank.  The  most  noticeable 
feature  was  his  head  dress.  IJis  cap,  or  whatever  it  might 
be  called,  show^ed  little  else  than  a  dense  row  of  plumage, 
four  or  five  inches  wide,  and  extending  across  from,  front  to 
rear.    The  colors  were  varied,  but  vermilion  predominated. 

The  moment  the  governor  and  chief  were  seated  the  lat- 
ter commenced  a  series  of  antics  that  kept  the  entire  house  in 
a  sort  of  half-amused  smile,  and  the  speaker,  Morgan,  known 
by  the  nick-name  of  "  Little  Red,"  from  his  low  stature  and 
red  hair,  behaved  no  better.  First  the  chief  hastily  took  oil' 
Ids  head  covering  witl)  both  hands  and  set  it  on  the  iioor  in 
the  passage  ;  adjusted  his  hair  oi-  scalp  lock  ;  took  up  the  cap, 
or  whatever  the  thing  might  be,  and  set  it  in  place  on  his 
caput.  In  an  instant  it  was  wrong  and  he  removed  and  set 
it  down  again,  and  so  it  w^ent  ibr  some  minutes,  the  governor 
watching  him  good  humoredly,  as  did  most  of  the  members, 
business  proceeding  meanwhile  quite  languidly.  The  chicl  's 
vanity  probably  had  abundant  gratiticatio])  through  all  this 
process,  but  there  came  a  sudden  change.  The  door  opened 
and  a  score  or  so  of  red  skins,  the  chief's  band,  bcgn.n  to  tile 
in.    The  speaker  raj^pcd  to  order,  and,  as  well  as  the  entire 
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hoiKse,  assumed  a  stern  cxi)reBsi(j]i.  The  Bcr-^'Oiint-at-arras 
liuj-i'icd  (o  clo::':  tlio  l);ir  uiid  planted  hiniseJl' tlieix*.  'J.'lie  gov- 
ernor assiuned  a  Bligliily  di^'iiilied  atlilnde,  and  the  cliiel*,  ho 
eliildisli  a  nioinenl;  before,  seemed  to  undei'btand  the  feitiuuion, 
placed  his  head  covering  on  his  head  for  the  last  time,  and 
sat  g-ravcly  and  with  proper  decorum  until  the  go\'ernor  ;u'0.^c 
and  the  two  retired  together.  I  may  as  well  state  here  that 
roving  Indian  tiunds  were  common  at  that  period,  and  no  sur- 
prise, and  hardjy  any  attcnti(»n,  was  excited  by  their  presence. 

In  this  house  was  James  W.  (Crimes,  then  a  young  man 
and  previously  unknowii  in  Iowa  politics.  lie  was,  at  the 
time,  regarded  as  leader  of  the  whig  side  of  the  house.  Thos. 
liogers,  of  Dubuque,  also  a  young  man,  was  leader  on  the 
democratic  side;.  Both  were  slender  in  appearance,  but  Rog- 
ers was  quick  and  vigorous,  and  Grimes  indolent  and  negli- 
gent of  appeai'ance.    Years  have  changed  them. 

It  was  during  this  session,  and  for  the  first  time  in  an  Iowa 
legislature,  that  the  woman  question  came  up.  That  ques- 
tion had  begun  to  be  agitated  and  the  agitation  had  extended 
)  to  Iowa.  Petitions  to  allow  women  to  vote  were  in  vogue 
and  an  afternoon  was  set  for  discussing  the  matter.  The 
house  assembled  and  a  good  number  of  ladies  of  Iowa  City 
took  seats  amojig  the  members,  there  being  a  small  lobby  but 
no  gallery.  I  could  not  but  notice  that  the  aspect  of  the  la- 
dies was  different  from  their  every-day  appearance  in  that 
body.  They  seemed  to  belong  to  the  thoughtful  class.  There 
was  nothing  of  the  gay  or  frivolous  or  desire  of  show  in  their 
dress  or  looks.  They  sat  silent,  eyes  downcast  for  the  most 
part,  lips  almost  compressed  as  if  resolved  to  endure  under 
wrong,  and  yet  possessed  of  resolution  to  have  the  wrong 
righted  in  the  end,  however  distant  that  end  might  be.  Un- 
derstand, they  did  not  strike  me  as  of  Amazonian  nature  or 
anything  like  it,  but  true,  noble  women,  conscious  that  the 
customs  of  society,  remants  of  the  barbarian  past,  kept  them 
in  a  false  position.  In  short  —  and  I  am  not  joking — they 
seemed  like  so  many  Eves  on  trial  for  stealing  apples,  and 
before  judges  equally  guilty  and  the  Eves  knew  it. 
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The  discussion  ooiniiicncod.  It  was  in  tbo  style  of  twenty- 
seven  and  more  years  ago  and  need  not  1)C  repeated.  Few 
members  si)olce.  Doubtless  tbere  were  tliose  wbo  I'eb,  tliat 
it  was  a  large  subject,  too  large  for  tbe  time  to  settle  or  dis- 
pose of,  but  two  or  tbree  went  into  regular  spread-eagleism 
and  aired  tlieir  sballowness,  tlieir  conceit  and  tbeir  devotion 
to  women,  as  a  ])arlor  ornaujent. 

It  was  at  tbis  time  tbat  William  Crum  pnblisbed  tbe  Iowa 
City  Situidoyrd^  a  sterling  good  paper,  tbere  being,  if  I  remem- 
ber correctly,  not  more  tban  six  papers  publisbed  in  tbe  tben 
territory.  A.  F.  Wood,  tben  a  young  man,  was  editor  of  tbe 
Standard  so  it  was  understood,  for  bis  name  did  not  appear 
in  its  columns.  Yan  Antwerp,  if  I  do  not  err,  publisbed  tbo 
loioa  Cajritol  Bej)oricr.  Tbe  ib'st  was  wbig  and  tbe  last 
democratic.  Van  went  by  tbe  name  of  "  Old  Growler," 
from  bis  growling  propensities.  By  tbe  way,  and  a  few  montbs 
subsequently,  I  bad  cbarge  of  tbe  post  office  at  Fairview,  in 
the  absence  of  tbe  post  master.  A  subscriber  to  tbe  Ti.ejyor- 
ter  )iad  vainly  tried  to  stop  bis  paper  by  repeatedly  sending 
it  back.  At  last  some  one  wrote  on  tbe  envelope  and  re- 
mailed  tbe  paper  to  tbe  publisher  :  — 

"  Old  Growler  !  are  you  deaf  or  blind  ? 

Caust  see,  canst  hear  ?    Well  then,  now  mind  ; 

For  Henr}'-  Mahan,  of  Fairview,  , 

Pray  stop  your  paper,  Growler,  do. 

Vain  are  your  hopes  from  him  of  spoil. 

And  vain  for  him  your  midnight  oil ;  ■ 
Dost  doubt  ?    Then  send  your  lawj^er  here  ; 
He  '11  back  return  with  flea  in  ear." 

It  was  all  in  vain.  Old  Growler  was  incorrigible.  How  it 
finally  ended  I  do  not  know;  but  the  subscriber  removed 
farther  west,  three  or  four  years  later,  possibly  as  the  only 
way  to  stop  his  paper. 

The  legislative  session  closed  and  the  members  hurried  off, 
most  of  them  glad  to  escape,  for  tbe  city  was  but  small,  a 
scattered  buildings  along  the  three  sides  oi'  the  square  and 
tbe  stone  state  house,  now  one  of  the  university  buildings, 
forming  the  base.    Burr,  tbe  secretary,  the  writer,  and  a  third 
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luan,  slim  in  make,  oiii^a^od  u  two-lior.so  bii<^_i^y  and  Ji  ne- 
gro as  drivci',  to  convey  us  to  J]urliii_i';t()n.  Wo.  started  ac- 
cordingly. It  was  (lie  month  ol'  j\larcli,  the  weather  hi'ight 
and  j)leasjint  and  the  roads  good.  Thi'ough  that  ride  of  two 
days  it  was  one  continuons  prairie,  with  a  few  thinly  scattered 
groves  of  scrub  oaks.  The  buildings  were  of  logs  and  these 
were  exceedingly  rare ;  except  at  Wapello  and  Grandvii3U', 
the  whole  number  could  not  exceed  a  half  dozen  in  the  eighty 
miles  traveled. 

Where  we  passed  the  night  after  the  fii'st  day's  l  ide,  i  do 
not  remember,  but  Juirr's  impudence  prevents  my  i*orgetting 
that  it  was  a  lone  log  house  on  the  pi-airie.  The  occupants 
were  a  man,  his  wife  and  daughter,  the  last  about  seventeen 
or  eighteen.  For  the  situation  and  surroundings,  all  passed 
well;  supper,  lodging,  and  breakfast,  each  satisfactory.  J3ut 
while  the  good  woman  was  preparing  the  morning  meal  the 
daughtei'  came  down — or  came  from  somewhere.  It  was 
in  the  days  when  ladies'  dresses  were  fastened  behind.  The 
mother,  it  appeared,  had  no  time  to  fasten  the  girl's  dress. 
Burr  arose,  in  his  livelj^  good  humoured  way,  and,  remarking 
that  lie  always  fastened  his  wife's  corsets,  proceeded  to  fasten 
those  of  the  girl.  The  latter  stood  quiet  and  with  the  most 
innocent  air,  while  the  Secretary  of  the  Territory  of  Iowa 
went  as  deftly  through  the  opei-ation  as  though  it  was  his 
daily  business.  That  done,  he  resumed  his  seat,  looking 
slightly  as  one  who  thought  he  deserved  a  scolding.  Soon 
he  got  over  it  and  chatted  away  as  before. 

At  Wapello,  then  consisting  of  a  few  dwellings  and  a  big 
frame  tavern,  too  big  for  the  place,  we  met  Senator  Springer 
who  had  reached  home  the  day  previous.  His  ofiice  —  he 
was  a  lawyer  —  was  a  frame  shanty,  a  little  larger  than  a  hen 
coop,  and  I  marvelled  slightly  at  lintling  him  in,  as  it  then 
a])peared,  so  unpromising  a  spot. 

Leaving  Wapello,  we  drove  down  to  the  river.  The  mild 
weather  had  thinned  the  ice  ;  and  the  team,  under  charge  of 
the  black  driver,  was  sent  up  stream  two  miles  to  a  safer 
crossing.    Each  of  us  procured  a  stout  pole,  some  ten  to  fif- 
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tccii  feet  in  leiiglli,  jlih)  holdini;-  llieso  a  la  Jllondl/i^  pro- 
ceeded to  cj-QSs  tlie  iiriceriaiii  ice  brid^i^e.  Not  a  house  nor  a 
mortal  was  in  siglil,  and  sliould  the  ice  i^ive  way  —  wlial? 

]>urr  took  tlie  lead,  st(;|>})ed  cnrefully  forward  and  ])r«j- 
ceedcnl  alon<^-  witli  the  .same  care.  J  folhjwed  a  rod  behind,  and 
the  slim  man  l)roii<;'ht  up  the  rear  at  an  c(|ual  distance.  We 
wei*e  midway  across,  stepping  quickly  luid  li^^htly,  Indian  fash- 
ion, eacli  holding  his  pole  hoi'izontally  as  a  su])port  in  case 
of  a  plunge.  Suddenly  my  boot  heel  went  through;  I  drew 
it  out  and  kept  on,  for  it  was  no  time  to  dally,  but  the  slim 
man  stopped  in  aflright  and  s])oke.  Burr  stopped,  turned 
with  anxiety  on  his  tace  and  an  almost  angry  shake  of  his 
head;  I  glanced  back,  saw  the  look  of  terror  on  the  slim 
man's  countenance  and  the  exact  impress  of  my  boot  heel 
through  the  thin  ice  ;  looked  again  at  Burr,  and  here  we  were, 
all  three  standing  stock  still.  The  whole  thing,  for  the  mo- 
ment, v/as  excessively  comical,  and  in  spite  of  the  danger  I 
exploded.  Burr  looked  around  thoughfully  and  changed  his 
course.  I  followed  as  before,  and  tlie  slim  man  made  a  de- 
tour to  avoid  tumbling  into  the  boot  heel  hole  Ijehind  me. 
Finally  we  reached  the  bank  safe.  In  a  half  hour  the  team 
came  along  and  we  proceeded  on  our  Avay. 

Arriving  at  Burlington,  the  driver,  a  good  looking  and  skil- 
ful driver  I  should  add,  was  paid  off  and  our  company  sep- 
arated. The  citj^,  like  all  our  river  cities  of  that  day,  was 
mainly  a  single  street  and  abundant  gaps  between  building>. 
It  had  a  good  and  commodious  court  house  and  vrell  furnished. 
Here  Judge  Williams  w^as  holding  court.  Proceeding  to 
Keokuk,  then  frequently  mentioned  in  the  public  prints,  I 
felt  some  disappointment  to  find  it  consisted  almost  entirely 
of  a  hotel.  But  the  hotel  was  first  class  for  the  time  and 
place,  built  on  a  steep  hill  side  and  almost  at  the  water's  edge. 
Here  the  river  was  open  and  I  was  enabled  to  take  steamer 
southward. 


[.mt 


■lylj  './(Oil 


508 


ANNALS  OF  lONVA. 


THE  EARLY  HISTOEY  OE  JOWA. 

I3Y   c'lIAKLKS  NKOUS. 

(Continued  from  pngo 

THE  MORMONS  THE  FIKST    SETTLIOMENT  OF  THE  WESTKIiN 

SLOPE  OF  IOWA. 

On  the  fiftl)  of  J  une,  184  0,  the  rotlawattamic  Indians,  wlio 
occupied  the  western  slope  of  Iowa,  sold  their  h'lnds  to  the 
United  States.  Up  to  tliat  time  but  little  was  known  of  tlie 
western  part  of  the  state. 

Tlie  Sacs  and  Foxes,  by  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  1842, 
had  the  rio-ht  to  the  possession  of  the  lands,  they  had  sold, 
which  lay  west  of  Eed  Kock,  till  tJie  iirst  of  May,  18-16,  and 
the  Pottawattainies,  in  their  sale,  reserved  the  right  to  occupy 
the  country  on  the  w^estern  slo])e  for  a  period  of  two  yeai's. 
But  by  a  train  of  circumstances,  not  anticipated,  these  lands 
were  taken  possession  of  by  the  whites,  and  settlements  made 
some  time  before  the  Indians  left  the  ceded  territory. 

The  Mormons,  a  religious  sect,  who  had  built  up  a  towii  at 
Nauvoo  in  Illinois,  numbering  about  twenty  thousand  per- 
sons, on  account  of  some  difficulties  whicli  they  had  had,  were 
under  the  necessity  of  leaving  that  place  and  to  seek  a  new 
location  for  building  up  the^"  Church  of  Latter  Day  Saints." 
After  these  troubles  in  Illinois,  many  of  this  religious  denom- 
ination crossed  over  the  Mississippi  into  Iowa,  and  started 
west.  As  the  Mormons  had  quite  a  prominent  part  in  the 
settlement  of  the  western  part  of  the  state,  it  may  not  be  un- 
interesting to  go  back  and  take  a  brief  view  of  their  history 
2)revions  to  this  time. 

^The  origin  of  the  Mormon  religion  bears  date  about  the 
year  1830;  and  originated  with  a  family  by  the  name  of 
Smith,  who  at  that  time  lived  in  Ontario  county,  T^ew  York. 
The  iiimily  was  represented  as  being  unprincipled,  idle,  igno 
rant,  and  superstitious,  believing  in  ghosts,  witclies,  foilunc- 
telling,  c^c.  They  first  attracted  attention  by  having  what 
they  called  a  "peep  stone,"  which,  when  placed  in  a  hat, 
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Jos(![)li  Sinilli,  Jr.,  wlio  may  Ito  said  io  liave  iIk;  fniindor 
of  the  ]\lujajioii  rcdii^ion,  hy  j)uttin^-  his  laco  into  the  liat  so  a^ 
to  cxcliide  tli(^  li^lil,  prol'ortsod  to  l)e  able  to  8ce  anytljiiifr  lio 
wislicd.  ])!  this  Nvay  lie  told  wlicrc  lost  pi-oiiCJ'ty  could  Ijc 
found,  and  also,  where  there  wore  hidden  treasures. 

AVhile  thus  employed  with  his  "|)eo])  stone  "  he  discovered 
the  j)late  on  which  was  engrav(;d  the  Mormon  bible.  - 

These  plates  wore  represented  as  being  about  eight  inches 
square,  made  of  a  yellowish  metal,  about  the  thickness  of 
slieet  tin,  and  fastened  together  in  book  form  by  three  rings 
passing  through  the  back.  Tlicse  plates  were  said  to  have 
been  covered  with  divers  wonderful  characters,  unlike  any- 
thing of  modern  date,  which  were  beyond  human  power  to 
interpret. 

But  young  Smith,  by  the  aid  of  divine  inspiration,  assisted 
by  two  or  three  others,  succeeded  iu  interpreting  the  plates, 
and  produced  the  Alormon  bible. 

When  Smith  liad  got  his  new  bible  published,  he  zealously 
labored  to  sell  his  book  aiid  make  proselytes. 

He  fell  in  with  Sidney  Iligdon,  a  minister  of  the  Campbellite 
church,  an  eloquent  and  al  Je  debator,  who  resided  in  Kirk- 
land,  Ohio.  Eigdon  became  a  convert  and  entered  into  all 
the  schemes  which  had  been  oi-iginated  by  Smith  ;  and  by 
the  aid  of  Rigdon,  and  others.  Smith  soon  had  quite  a  ba  al 
of  followers. 

It  was  resolved  to  make  Kirkland  their  head  quarters,  and 
all  of  the  Smith  iamilj'  moved  to  that  place,  and  laid  their 
plans  for  building  a  large  city,  and  commenced  to  erect  a  tem- 
ple. But  young  Joseph  Smith  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
this  was  not  a  suitable  place,  and  Independence,  in  Jackson 
cou.nty,  Missouri,  w!is  selected,  and  a  city  was  laid  out  at  th.is 
point,  which  wasca'lod  Zion.  In  a  period  of  about  twoyc:irs 
there  settled  in  Jackson  county,  about  twelve  hundred  Ai^r- 
mons.  Tliey  had  a  |)finting  ofiice,  a  mercantile  establishmenr, 
which  they  called  the  ''Lord's  store-house,"  and  several  me- 
chanical shoj)S  established  in  Independence.  And  while  the 
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tow  n  U'li.s  inadc  llicir  head  «|iia)'lcis,  M oi  iiioii  HOtllciiieiith;  were 
ina(l(j  all  (nci-  tlu^  county. 

One  J^]d\viird  I*alri(li;'c;  was  aj)j)(>iiif(Ml  Mshop  over  the  wc.w 
colony,  and  coiiti-olled  anfl  exercised  aiiilKH'ity  over  the  spii-Il- 
ual  and  lenij)oral  allairs  (.»rihe  Mormon^  at  that  j^iacc,  hul  in 
all  ills  acts  was  ohedlent  to  the  revelations  oi'  Smith. 

Tlie  Missourians  were  not  well  piea-sed  with  their,  new 
neio-ld)oj't^,  and  soon  serions  difliciilties  beijan  to  arise. 

The  citizens  ol"  Jackson  county  became  alarmed  at  the  i;-!'ow- 
ing  ])ower  of  this  sect,  and  came  to  tlie  conclusion  torid  them- 
S(dves  of  this  fanatical  jjeople  On  the  20th  of  July,  the 
Missoui-ians,  souk^  four  or  live  Inindi-ed  in  iiumbei',  held  a 
meeting  at  Inde|)endence,  at  which  thuy  [)repai-ed  an  address 
to  the  public,  setting  forth  their  grievances,  and  pa>sed  reso- 
lutions "  that  no  Mormons  shall  in  liiture  move  into  and  set- 
tle in  the  county." 

"That  these  now  here,  who  shall  give  a  definite  })ledge  of 
their  intention,  witliln  a  reasonable  time,  to  remove  out  of  the 
%ounty,  shall  be  allowed  to  i-emain,  unmolested,  until  they 
shall  have  sutKcient  time  to  sell  their  ])ropei'ty  and  close  their 
business  without  any  saci'ifice." 

By  this  resolution  the  editor  of  their  pa]»er  was  rerpnred  to, 
forthwith,  close  his  office  and  disconlinr.e  his  business,  and  the 
Aiormon  leadeis  were  required  to  use  their  iniluence  to  pre- 
vent any  fnrthei"  immigration  of  their  bretiiren  to  the  county. 
The  resolutions  also  required  that  all  the  shops  in  the  place 
should  be  closed,  and  the  ownei's  to  speedily  wind  up  their 
l)usiness,  and  leave  the  county. 

The  meeting  then  appoiutixl  a  coniinittee  to  wait  on  the 
Mormon  leaders  and  inform  them  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
meeting,  and  that  it  was  theii*  unwavering  determination  to 
cai'ry  their  resolutions  into  etfcct. 

The  meeting  now  adjourned  to  give  the  comniittoe  an  o])- 
portunity  to  have  a  conference  with  the  ]\[ormons,  and  hav- 
ing^ perfoi-med  tlieir  duty,  in  about  two  hours  the  Uicetiiig 
again  con\'eiied  to  hear  the  re[)oi't.  Tlie  committee  re|>orted 
that  they  had  waited  u])on  the  bishop,  the  editor,  the  *' kee})- 
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CI'  (»r  tli(^  Loi'd't;  st()i'('-*lion^-c',"  iiiul  r,!lioj-s,  \vli<j  d^r-l i ii cd  ai)  iiii 
i)UM^i;ilL'  answer,  hiil,  ^vi^ll(M|  jnr  time  lur  coiisidf.-rati' m .  Jiiid  to 
coiuadl  will)  tlicir  hrotln'cii  in  Oliio. 

On  llici  reee].>ti(>n  <)i'  lliis  j-oport.  it  was  unaninioimlv  ra- 
solved  1()  raze  llie  jtrintinL';  oillc(>  to  the  '.I'ronnd,  and  t!ie  ineet- 
iuiX  iiiiincdiaUdy  repaired  to  the  spot  and  accoinpli^died  tlie 
M'ork. 

[Vhi'y  Ihen  adjonrned  i'oi-  three  chijs,  when  a  much  Ijii'i^e!' 
meeting-  was  convened,  and  another  coinniittee  ap])oinled  to 
wait  on  tlie  ]\[ormoii  lea(has. 

Tills  coniniittec  reported,  that  thev  had  made  an  amicahle 
agreement  with  the  Alornions,  and  had  also  assnred  the  ed- 
itor of  their  pa])er,  \vhene\'er  lie  was  ready  to  leave  the 
county  they  would  iiidenmity  him  for  all  his  losses. 

Tlie  substance  of  this  amieal)le  an-.angenjeiit  was,  tliat  the 
Mormons  should  immediately  leave  the  county,  and  use  all 
their  influence  to  dissuade  others  from  coming  there,  and 
the  Missourians  were  not  to  distui-b  them  while  closing  up 
their  business.  * 

This  quieted  the  Missourians  for  the  time,  but  the  JMormon? 
made  no  preparations  for  moving,  and  applied  to  the  governor 
of  the  state  for  ]:)rotection.  To  tiiis  the  governor  re])licd,  thav 
it  was  not  his  province  to  act  in  their  behalf,  until  they  had 
resorted  to  the  laws,  and  ascertained  that  they  could  not  be 
enforced. 

The  Mormons  commenced  civil  suits  for  the  loss  of  their 
property  ;  from  which  the  Missourians  came  to  the  conclusic'U 
that  the  Mormons  did  not  intend  to  live  u]^  to  their  part  cf 
the  stijnilations,  and  early  in  the  fall  ihe  Missourians  again 
began  to  coinn.nt  depredations.  kH)me  tony  or  iifty  of  rhein 
fell  upon  a  small  settlement  in  the  out  skirts  of  the  coun*-y, 
whipped  some  ot"  the  men,  scai'ed  the  women  and  ehiMicii 
from  their  homes,  and  unroofed  their  house.-.  They  i:c  xt 
made  an  attack  upon  ilie  I'.ord's  store-house  "  and  the  <}weli- 
ing  of  its  keeper,  and  for  sevei-al  days  there  were  men.  o]i 
both  sides,  constantly  under  arms,  and  two  of  ihe  citizens  and 
one  Mormon  were  killed.    As  scmui  as  the.'-e  <lif'iiculties  h;-.<i 
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happened,  niGBseiigors  weie  sent  to  Xiiklajnl,  Oliio,  </reatly 
ina^iiifyini^  llie  outrai;e8  wliicli  liad  been  coiiiinitted.  On  i*e- 
ceiviiij.^  this  iiiroiwiiation,.  the  ]))-()pliet  (Joseph  Smith,  Jr.,) 
imiiiediatelj  set  liiinsell  to  work  to  give  theni  reiief,  and  is- 
Bued  a  oeuural  prochnnation  to  all  the  churches,  eallin^^  on 
tJieni  for  aid.  In  the  nicantiino  the  ]\IornH)n8  in  .Missouri, 
undertook  to  g'et  redress  from  the  conrlR,  and  to  inflict  the 
penalties  of  the  law  on  the  rioters,  and  the  I'-ovei-nor  called 
out  the  militia  of  an  adjuinini:,'  county  to  protect  the  witnesses 
in  their  attendance  at  court.  But  it  seems  that  no  p^rand  or 
})etit  jury  could  he  i^ot,  without  i^etting  some  persons  on  it 
who  had  been  implicated  in  tlie  outniges,  and  redress  for  the 
Mormons  from  this  source  ])roved  a  lailu;-e. 

There  was  a  tbrce  collected  at  Kirkland,  which  started  on 
the  first  of  May,  1S34-,  well  equi])ped  with  the  im})lenients  of 
w'ar,  for  the  relief  of  their  brethern  in  Missouri;  and  as  they 
proceeded  on  their  way,  others  joined  them;  so  that  Mhen 
^they  got  into  Missouri  they  numbered  two  hundred  and 
•  twenty  men,  under  the  immediate  command  of  the  pro])het. 
But  before  they  got  to  the  head-quarters  of  their  brethren 
in  that  state,  they  were  met  by  two  gentlemen,  as  a  commit- 
tee from  the  Missourians,  for  the  pui-])ose  of  inquiring  into 
the  object  of  this  military  dis]"»lay.  Smith  and  his  followei'S, 
were  warned  of  the  results,  which  would  necessarily  follow, 
if  tliey  proceeded  in  their  hostile  undertakings.  They  were 
told,  that  not  only  the  citizens  of  Jackson  county,  but  those 
of  other  counties,  would  cumbine,  and  the  result  would  be 
the  entire  slaughter  of  all  the  Mormons.  It  seems,  Smith 
thought  discretion  the  better  j)art  of  valor,  abandoned  the 
enterprise,  and  disbanded  his  army.  The  Missourians,  while 
tlie  Mornums  w^ere  marchiDg  into  their  state,  had  not  been 
idle  spectators  ;  for  the  citizens  of  Jackson  county  raised  a 
force  equal  to  that  of  Smith's,  and  were  ready  for  action. 

But  in  order  to  adjust  these  difficulties  they  appointed  a 
committee  to  visir  the  Mormons  ibr  thepur})ose  of  effecting  a 
settlement.  They  pro]X)sed  to  the  ^Moi'mons,  that  they  would 
have  their  propeity  ii}>}>rais"d,  and  they  would  buy  at  the 
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appi'iiiscf]  ,'lIJ  llif'ir  l.-mds  in  .Jackson  county,  (;n  coinli- 

tions  dial  llu;}'  would  leave  llic  connlv  ;  or  tlicy  would  bell 
tlioir  lands  l.o  them  and  lea\'e  tlio  count}-  ilienihelves.  Alter 
much  negotiation  the  ALoi-niojis  concluded  to  ahiindon  Jack- 
son, ;ind  take  up  thoi)"  residence  in  Caldwell  count  v,  then  un- 
organized. 

Ill  this  county  this  })e(»])le  took  u\>  their  ;djC)de,  laid  out  a 
now  town,  which  they  called  ''Far-West,"  and  enjoyed  <|uiet 
for  the  most  part  of  the  time,  and  were  prosj)ej'ous  till  the 
fall  of  1838.  J>y  this  lime  they  had  become  quitt;  numerous, 
and  were  in  ])ossession  of  much  real  estate  in  the  western 
part  of  Missouri.  l>ut  they  could  not  live  in  peace  with  their 
neighbors,  depredations  were  constantly  being  committed  u}>- 
.011  each  other,  and  feelings  of  revenge  were  carried  to  such 
an  extent,  that  the}'  got  up,  on  a  small  scale,  a  civil  war,  and 
several  j'crsons  wqvq  killed.  The  executive  authority  was 
called  into  requisition,  and  his  excellency,  Lilburii  Vi.  Bogps, 
tlien  governor  of  Missouri,  c;dled  out  the  njilitia  to  quell  the 
disturbances.  General  John  E.  Clark,  was  appointed  com- 
mander of  the  militia,  about  four  thousand  live  hundred  in 
number,  with  instructions  from  the  governor,  if  lie  should 
consider  it  necessary  to  the  permanent  establishment  of  peace 
in  the  state,  to  exterminate  the  Mormons,  or  drive  them  be- 
yond the  boundary  lines  of  the  state."  " 

When  this  force  was  brouglit  against  the  Mormons,  tlioy 
gave  lip  the  contest,  grounded  their  arms,  and  submitted  to 
the  decisions  of  the  executive  authority. 

Many  of  the  leading  men  were  held  as  prisoners,  on  charge 
of  treason,  while  the  others  were  required  to  immediately 
abandon  their  property  and  leave  the  state.  This  severe 
course,  on  the  part  of  Governor  ]>oggs,  greatly  exasperated 
the  Mormons,  and  ])articiilarly  the  prophet,  against  him. 

Forcing  the  Mormons,  at  this  time  of  the  year,  to  im.ne- 
diately  abandon  their  homes,  caused  a  great  sacrilice  of  prop- 
erty, and  much  suiiering,  particularly  among  tlie  women  and 
children.  But  it  did  not  seem  to  check  their  prosperity,  for 
the  course  pursued  by  4he  iMissourians  was  regarded  as  a 
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]>ot\^cci)( ion,  clicilcd  iiiufli  s viiij);it li y  in  lli'  ij-  ])f'}i:ilf, 

and  ('.iinscd  and  fou nl cnnncc  to  bu  i^ivcn  tlicuj,  wliicli  wonld 
not  \viv(i  1)0011,  liiid  ihc.y  l>een  treated  l(.*b.s  ri;^<>rously. 

'J'hey  crossed  overtlic  Mississippi  into  Illinois,  wlicre  tliey 
found.  ll)()S(i  who  treated  tliein  ]<indly  and  i'e!i('\'ed  t heir  \\'ants. 

At  the  time  ol'theii'  <;i'e«itcst  need  the}'  njet  with  Dr.  Isaac 
Galland,  who  owned  larire  (jiuintities  o1' land  in  Illinois,  also, 
an  interest  in  the  lial }' hi'eod's  tract  in  Iowa,  v/1k)  took  an  in- 
terest in  theii'  behalf,  and  sold  them  lands  on  reasonable 
teiMns  ;  and  took  their  lands  in  ]Missouri,  in  jxirt  }jayment. 

The  Mormons  mostly  settled  on  the  east  shore  of  the  ]\[is- 
8issi])})i,  in  Illinois,  where  they  laid  out  a  town,  on  a  lar;:;e 
scale,  which  they  called  Xauvijo.  Here  they  made  their 
Lead-Cjuarters,  though  many  of  theii'  niunbers  settled  in  the 
sui'rounding  country,  and  sonje  on  ijie  op]:)osite  side  of  the 
river,  in  Iowa.  Here,  for  a  wdiile,  they  were  very  pr(»s])cr- 
ous,  their  numbers  rapidly  increased,  and  they  had  a  fair  pros- 
pect of  soon  building  up  a  large  city. 
^  But  the}'  had  not  been  there  long  before  they  again  had 
trouble.  For  Governor  Boggs,  wdiilo  sitting  in  his  oHiee, 
near  a  back  window,  was  shot  at  by  some  n]dvn<nyn  ])erson, 
with  a  gun  loaded  with  buck-shot.  Nine  of  the  buck-shot 
penetrated  his  person  about  the  head,  and  he  was  much  in- 
jured, though  the  wounds  did  not  proye  fatal.  This  act  was 
charged  upon  one  O.  P.  Bock  well,  as  being  done  at  the  in- 
stance of  Joseph  Smith,  the  prophet,  and  the  governor  made 
a  requisition  on  the  governor  of  Illinois  for  Snntli. 

As  soon  as  ho  was  arrested,  Smith  got  out  a  writ  of  hahcas 
corpus  ;  and  was  discharged  on  the  grounds,  that  he  had  not 
been  into  Missouri,  and  could  not  be  taken  into  that  state  for 
trial,  for  a  crime  which  had  not  been  committed  within  the 
limits  of  that  state. 

The  tailing  to  get  Smith,  greatly  exasperated  the  Missou- 
ri:ms,  and  they  anxiously  waited  lor  an  opportunity  to  wreak 
their  vengonce  ujum  him. 

The  citizens  of  Illinois,  in  the  vicinity  of  Xauvoo,  became 
much  dissalislied  witli  their  new  neighbors;  and  great  com 
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plaints  were  inade  onnjui-ies  conirriilted  on  tlieni  hy  llje.Mor- 
inoiis,  and  the  .Afoiinons,  in  turn,  complained  o<'  like  injuries 
against  llieni. 

Matters  went  on  in  this  way  till  there  arose  a  difHciilty  a- 
niong  themselves,  when  the  demon  of  discord  commenced  to 
stir  up  envy,  jealousy,  and  strife  WMth  a  boundless  ambition. 

A  man  by  the  naine  of  John  C  JjeiHJctt,  came  among  the 
Mormons,  aitci"  they  settled  in  Illinois,  pj'ofessed  to  be  strongly 
in  their  faith,  and  being  a  man  of  superior  talents,  soon  rose 
to  high  lionoi"  in  the  church.  l>ut  his  ])rospej-it:y  made  Iiim 
reckless,  and  tlio  authorities  of  the  church  called  him  to  an 
account  for  his  misdemeanors,  (le]3rived  hini  of  his  honors, 
and  tui-ned  him  out  of  the  church.  Bennett  now  became  des- 
perate, denounced  the  Moi'inon  religion  and  exerted  himself, 
to  tlie  utmost  of  his  al)iliiy,  to  wreak  his  vengence  upon  the 
prophet  Jind  his  followers.  In  the  meantime  sevei'al  others, 
wlio  had  stood  high  in  the  church,  among  whpni  were  AV^il- 
liam  and  Wilson  Long,  "were  cut  off  from  membershi]).""  ^ 
The  latter  did  not,  like  j>ennett,  condemn  the  Mormon  re-' 
ligion,  but  denounced  Joseph  as  a  false  prophet. 

Thc}^  procured  a  jirinting  office  for  the  purpose  of  estab 
lishing  a  ])aper  at  Xauvoo,  and  on  the  7th  of  June,  ISi-I,  is- 
sued the  first  numbei*  of  the  lu/vvoo  .Exj^osiior^  in  which  was 
a  severe  pei'sonal  attack  .against  the  i^rophet,  and  some  of  tiie 
most  active  and  inlluential  members  of  the  church. 

At  this  time  N"auvoo  had  been  incorporated  as  a  city, "'and 
claimed  to  have  about  twenty  thousand  in  po})ulation.  Oii 
the  issuing  of  this  paper,  the  city  authorities  were  called  to- 
gether by  Smith,  then  the  mayor  of  the  city,  who  had  by  their 
charter  the  authority  "to  declare  what  shall  be  a  nuisance, 
and  to  prevent  ami  remove  the  same."  Under  this  authority 
"  the  city  council  of  Xauvoo,  declared  the  establishment  ;ind 
K-cpositor  a  nuisance,  and  the  city  ^larshal  at  the  hea'i  of 
the  police,  took  the  press,  nuiterial,  and  paper,  iiito  the  stiH-v-t 
and  burned  them.*'  This  summary  proceeding  ci'eated  a  tre- 
mendous excitement,  which  sj)read  with  the  rapidity  of  a 
fierce  coniingration  in  a  tornado,  until  the  whole  sui'i-oundinj,' 
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country  wjis  in  oik;  llaniinL';  blaze  ol"  jKi.-sion,  and  f"r(  -.Ii  fin  1 
c:onlinu('(l  lo  ho  addocl  lo  llic  llaincs,  "ny  a  pCH'tion  ol  1  Ik;  jiroriS 
givln«i;  K))read  lo  llie  most  exa<.':ueiat('d  rnnioi-8  al^ont  ilio  do- 
in^a  ol'tlie  Mormon  leaders.  All  tlioso  wlio  had  had  dillicnl- 
ties  \\'ith  the  I\L(>rnions,  (;itli(jr  in  Mis.souri  oi-  olsewliorc,  were 
now  active,  and  ubina-  the  destruclion  of  the  }>i-intini;-  oflice  as  a 
])i-etence,  8ou<i;hl  to  retaliaU^  npon  them  en  md.'^Hc^  I'or  all  the 
injui-ies  they  had  received  i'rom  any  of  the  denomination. 

Fnhlic  meeting's  were  lield,  and  propositions  made  to  raise 
forces  to  chastise  tlie  ]\rormons. 

The  Mormons  were  not  icile  spectators  of  these  movements, 
and  i)rej)ared  themselves  for  delence,  and  the  city  conncil 
passed  an  ordinance,  "  that  if  any  otlicer,  or  ollicers,  should 
attempt  to  arrest  any  person  enij-aged  in  the  destruction  of 
tlic  Ej'po>s>ior  press,  and  take  him  out  of  Xauvoo  for  trial,  he 
should  be  impi'isoned." 

Writs  were  issued  on  a  charge  of  riot,  for  those  engaged  in 
destroying  the  Exj)Ositor  office,  from  Carthage,  the  county 
/seat  of  the  county;  and  the  officer  undertook  to  arrest  them, 
and  bring  them  to  that  place  for  ti-ial,  but  failed.  In  the 
meantime,  Joseph  Smith,  as  mayor  of  the  city,  issued  his 
proclamation,  vindicating  the  action  of  the  council,  and  as- 
suring Governor  Ford,  that  they  were  willing  to  submit  to  a 
fair  trial  before  any  court  in  the  state;  if  they  could  be  pro- 
tected from  mob  violence. 

l4ie  excitement  was  so  great,  and  such  were  the  warlike 
demonstrations,  that  Govei-nor  Ford  thought  the  exiirencies 
of  the  occasion  requii-ed  more  than  ordinary  exertions  to  keep 
the  peace,  and  for  this  purpose  he  called  out  a  large  body  of 
militia.  The  governor  sent  a  message  to  Smith.,  it  those  en- 
gaged in  the  desti'uction  of  the  j^rinting  office,  would  submit 
to  the  civil  authoi-ities,  that  they  would  be  protected  against 
mob' violence  ;  with  this  assurance  they  all  consented.  And 
the  governor  sent  a  company  of  dragoons,  with  the  officer, 
to  IS^auvoo,  and  the  riotei-s,  eighteen  in  number,  were  brough.t 
to  Carthage  and  Iodised  in  jail,  till  the  necessary  ])reparations 
could  be  made  for  trial.    Among  those  arrested  were  Josepli 
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Smilli  jiiid  Ills  hiollicr,  llii'iuii.  AiU'i*  ihoso  arr('St.s  wore 
made  llio  c.xcit  cukmiI;  jibiiled,  and  rli(!  j)u!dic  fooling  was  80  fur 
ciu'uitod,  l.lial  (>()V('i'iior  Furd  lliou^ht  prudent  to  disband  ji  j>or- 
tioi)  (jT  his  lbr(x;.s,  and  only  retained  Iwo  companies  to  ])r(jtect 
lhe  ja.il,  aiid  on(i  1o  escort  him  to  Mauvoo,  to  liave  an  inter- 
view with  the  citizens. 

On  the;  27t]]  ol"  June,  liSU,  wliih^  the  i-overnor  wasiiljsent, 
at  Nauvoo,  a  body  ofal)ont  two  hundi-ed  men,  (b-esscd  in  dis- 
guise, like  Indians,  made  an  attack  upon  the  jail,  overpow- 
ered the  guard,  broke  into  tlie  room,  where  the  two  Smitlis 
and  the  editor  of  tlie  Ncuvoo  Ndfjlihov  were  confined,  in- 
stantly killed  the  two  Smiths,  a)id  sev-erely  wounded  the  ed- 
itor. 

The  kiding  of  the  two  Sn:iiths  seenjed  to  satisfy  the  ene- 
mies of  the  i\Iormons  foi'  a  whik',  and  their  city  became  quiet. 

The  bnsiness  at  I^auvoo  revived,  and  they  went  to  work 
with  renewed  energy  to  finish  their  temple,  that  had  been 
commenced,  which  was  the  largest  and  most  costly  building, 
of  the  kind,  at  that  time,  in  the  west.  ' 

But  the  difiiculties  of  the  ^klormcais  did  not  cease  with  the 
death  of  the  Smiths.  Their  enemies  soon  commenced  renewed 
persecutions  against  them,  and  their  troubles  were  such,  thac 
they  were  compelled  to  leave  Illinois,  as  ihey  had  been,  Mis- 
souri. 

Their  leaders  resolved  to  move  west,  beyond  the  settlement, 
where. they  would  not  be  in  contact  with  those  difiering  ^.'ith 
them  in  religious  I'aith. 

In  tlie  fall  of  lS-i5,  they  commenced  to  dispose  of  their 
property,  and  made  arrangements  to  leave,  and  during  *the 
winter  many  moved  over  the  river  and  stopped  in  Iowa, 
wherever  they  could  dnd  shelter  and  protection.  And  early 
in  the  S}.)ring  nearly  all  of  the  Alormons  left  Nauvoo ;  sor^e 
planted  a  colony  in  Wisconsin,  others,  growing  cold  in  -lie 
faith,  scattered  tlu^Migh  country.  But  a  large  number  starred 
west,  without  any  lixed  ])oint  for  thei)' destination,  thou'j;h  Tal- 
ifornia,  then  belonging  to  the  ^lexican  government,  had  attrac- 
ted their  attentions.    There  were  over  a  tho;;sand  collected  t(- 
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^•('tlici'  in  (UK!  C()tii|);iii y,  and  as  a  pioiicicr  cui-ps,  in  lli'-  Mirini; 
of  18J-(j,  comnienccd  llicir  idiii-ncy  west,  to  cn j)l<>r(-  tin.!  coun- 
try, and  o])(Mi  np  a  ti-a(;l  tor  otlKjry  to  follow. 

J>y  ihe  Ircaly  or"lS-12  will)  (Ik!  Sac  and  J'\).\  Indians,  tlic 
western  boundary  ol' the  white  settleirionts,  at  that  time,  was 
about  on  a  line  with  tlie  present  westei'ii  boundary  of  A]>])a- 
)ioose  and  Monrcte  counties,  beyond  this  bcuuidary  it  was  one 
vast  wildei-ness  ;  no  thoroughfare,  excc])t  Indian  ti'ailb,  and 
no  white  man  liad  I)een  there,  exccj)t  occasionally  a  traveler, 
government  troops,  and  Indian  traders. 

The  Mormons  had  a  ])arty,  whose  business  it  was  to  go  in 
advance  of  the  main  comj)any,  to  explore  the  route,  raid  make; 
fords  and  bridges,  by  which  the  streams  could  be  crossed. 
They  came  u])  the  DesMoines  valley,  till  the}-  reached  ilie 
western  part  of  A^an  Buren  county,  they  then  took  their 
course  through  the  northern  part  of  Davis  and  Ap{)anoose 
counties.  When  they  got  near  the  western  part  of  Apj)a- 
noose  county  their  company  divided,  a  party  taking  the  high- 
lands on  each  side  of  the  Chariton  river,  but  their  trains 
came  together  again  in  Clark  county.  As  soon  as  they  got 
into  the  Indian  country  ;  selecting  the  most  eligible  spots, 
they  commenced  establishing  colonies,  at  such  distances  from 
each  other  as  would  be  likely  to  afford  comfort  and  facilitate 
the  travel  of  those  who  might  follow  in  their  trail  after  them. 

Several  families  stopped  at  Garden  Grove,  in  the  north- 
east^ part  of  Decatur  county  ;  another  party  made  a  location 
in  Lucas  county,  at  a  place  which  was  known  as  Chariton 
])oint,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  south  of  the  present  town  of 
Ch'tiriton.  Some  four  or  five  families  stopped  at  a  point  called 
Lost  Canip,  about  six  miles  south  of  Osceola,  at  the  point 
where  the  two  trains  came  together.  From  this  point  their 
course  was  on  the  highlands,  dividing  the  water  cour>es.  bear- 
ing a  little  north,  till  they  reached  the  eastern  })art  of  Union 
county,  whore  they  established  another  colony,  which  they 
called  Pisgah.  Fi'oni  this  ])oint  they  took  a  northwestern 
course  through  the  ju-airie,  on  the  dividing  ridges,  till  they 
reach  a  point  a  little  north  and  west  of  the  center  of  Adair 
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county,  then  tliey  bore  soutli,  jjassinic  hy  what  was  knuu'n, 
in  early  da)  8,  as  Sargent's  (n-ove,  in  Adair  county,  and  (vamp- 
bell'H  (ii'ove,  in  (^ass  county.  Attliese  points,  liou^csat  wliicli 
th(^  weary  traveler  could  stoj),  were  built.  Their  cr)urse  went 
through  the  southern  part  of  Cass  county,  and  tlicre  was 
quite  a  lar^e  settlement  nuide  at  a  ])(nnt  called  Indian  T(jwn, 
on  the  east  Nishnabotany.  They  took  this  circuitous  route  t(» 
get  a  hivcl  road,  and  avoid  the  crossing  of  numerous  small 
watei'  courses.  Wheii  they  reached  the  jMissouri  bottom 
lands,  they  made  a  halt;  their  ])arty  scattered,  and  they  went 
to  work  to  raise  provisions,  and  prepare foi-  winter. 

A  ])arty  of  about  thirty  ])ifched  their  tents  on  the  Missouri 
river  bottoni,  on  the  east  side  of  Key  creek,  about  four  miles 
north  of  the  south  county  line  of  Mills  county,  and  the  sanjc 
season  they  built  up  quite  a  village  of  log  cabins,  which  they 
called  Rushville.  iVnothcr  large  party  crossed  over  the  Missouri 
and  made  a  settlement  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  about  ten 
miles  above  Omaha,  which  was  known  by  the  name  of  Win- 
ter Quarters.  Another  settlement  was  made  nearly  opposite 
this,  on  the  east  side  of  the  river.  And  many  individuals  lo- 
cated themselves  in  different  parts  of  the  comitr}-;  built  cab- 
ins, and  opened  up  farms.  But  their  main  settlement  was  on 
and  about  a  little  stream  called  Indian  creek,  which  was  lirst 
called  Miller's  Hollow  (iiow  Council  Blufls) ;  so  called  tV'-m 
the  fact  that  Henry  Miller,  a  prominent  man  among  the  ^b^r- 
mons,  first  built  a  cabin  there  and  opened  a  stoi'e.  but  tlie 
Mormons  subseqnently  "  called  it  Kanesville,  in  honor  of  the 
celebrated  Dr.  Kane,  the  great  Artie  explorer." 

About  the  time  of  the  Mormons  starting  west,  the  war  be- 
tween Mexico  and  the  United  States  commenced. 

Congress  immediately  ]>assed  a  law  authorizing  the  enlist- 
ment of  soldiers  for  one  year,  and  it  was  thought  advisable, 
on  the  part  ol"  the  United  States,  to  send  a  force  from  the  Mis- 
souri  river  across  the  monntains  to  California.  This  expedi- 
tion was  entrusted  to  General  Kearny,  and  there  not  being, 
in  the  west,  troops  en<»ugh  of  the  regular  army  t<^  answer  the 
wants  of  the  government,  it  became  necessary  to  raise  vol- 
unteers for  one  j-ear,  under  the  act  of  congress,  ^- 
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(■a])lain  Jjnnos  Allen,  wlio  lind  li.-.d  coiutuMnH  dI"  ' Ik;  t)-f>o])  , 
Kinl ioDcd  in  Iowa,  ojKMicd  a  j-ecniil iri.'.-;  rdiicc  on  tin-  .Mi.-souri 
river,  and  the  JMoi-nions  liaviji^i-;  a.s.sc'nd)l('d  in  l;n-<j(-  nuniher.- 
on  ilio  Misyouri,  and  tx^inj.!;  anxious  to  explore  llie  westei-ii 
count)'}',  and  now  liavinii;  an  op])()i-i  ii nit y  to  do  r  o,  uiidr-r  pav 
from  the  Iliiited  States,  a  larf^^e  number  of  them  cnli.'ited  fur 
one  year,  while  the  balance  remained  tlie  Missoiii-i,  till  thev 
hea)(l  I'roni  those  who  wont  to  exjdoi'e  iIk;  eountry. 

Tlie  opening  ii])  a  thoi'on^;htare  across  the  we.-l(?rn  plains 
attracted  the  attention  of  many  pej'sons,  and  in  the  spidng  of 
1847,  quite  a  hn-ge  (Moigi-ation  lr(.>m  Iowa  wont  aci'oss  the 
mountains  to  Orcjgon.  The  acqnii'in<j;  from  I\[exici;  a  L^tru'c 
tract  of  country,  and  the  discovery  of  tlie  gold  mines  in  Cal- 
ifornia, in  1848,  created  a  great  excitement  in  the  states,  and 
there  was  an  immense  emigration  a.cross  the  mountains  in 
the  spring  of  1819  ;  most  of  whicli  passed  through  Iowa. 
In  the  spring  of  1819,  the  Mormons,  getting  reports  from 
^'^>v,their  pioneers,  most  of  those  who  liad  the  means  to  emigrate. 
Started  west  for  Salt  Lake,  to  establisli  a  ccU)ny,  where  tliey 
co^uld  enjoy  their  religions  sentiments  undisturbed  by  their 
enemies.  Yet,  a  large  number  remained,  most  of  whom  en- 
gaged in  cultivating  the  soil,  some  in  trade;  and  they  built 
up  ^ quite  a  village  at  Kanesvilie.  This  point  was  the  great 
business  mart  of  the  Mormons,  and  became  the  principal  cross- 
ing point  of  the  Missouri,  for  tiie  emigration  across  the  moun- 
tains, and  where  emigrants  laid  in  their  supplies.  Manv  of 
the  Mormons,  who  had  made  their  way  to  this  point,  had  not 
the^means  to  pursue  their  journey  farther,  and  had  to  stop 
here  till  thej  could  piocure  the  necessary  outiit. 

For  several  years  tin's  |)art  of  tiie  state  was  occupied  almost 
entirely  by  Mormons,  who  a.t  that  time  held  a  prominent  p)0S- 
ition  in  the  aOairs  of  Iowa,  i^articularly  in  j^olitical  njatters. 

l>ut  the  business  at  (his  |)oint  becanjc  of  such  imuoi-tance, 
on  account  of  the  overland  emigration,  that  in  lS5i»,  several 
business  men,  not  of  the  ]\[ormon  taitli.  settled  here  and 
0])ened  stores.  And  the  jMormons  grailually  leaving'  foi'  the 
west,  and  others  supplying  their  places,  this  religious  sect 
souii  ceased  to  attract  attention  in  Iowa. 
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A  SKETOH  OF  THE  LIFE  OF  REV.  HENRY  P.  SOIIOLTE, 

I-EADKi:    OK  'J  IIK    IIOM-ANIJ  COI.O.NV 
IN  UAIUON  COUS'VY. 


r.Y  WU.LIAM  M.  DONNKL. 


The  siilvjcct  of  this  sketch,  the  latter  part  of  whose -life  was 
80  intimately  coiincctc'd  with  the  large  and  thriving  colony 
planted  in  Marion  county,  in  181-7,  that  his  biography  might 

.i'airly  constitulo  a  history  of  the  colony  itself,  was  born  in 

I  Amsterdam,  llollaiid,  in  1805, 

Early  in  liie  he  manifested  a  desire  to  enter  the  naval  acad- 
emy, and  become  an  olHcer  in  the  navy  ;  bnt  his  mother,  for 
whose  preferences  he  had  a  dutiful  regard,  opposed  the 
scheme,  and  he  abandoned  it;  but  being  uf  an  active  temper- 
ament,  and  averse  to  idleness,  lie  apprenticed  himself  to  a  car- 

j  penter,  learned  the  trade,  and  also  made  some  advancement 

i  in  the  art  of  drawing. 

When  about  seventeen  years  of  age  his  father  died,  which 
circumstance  called  his  attention  to  the  subject  of  religion^ 

(  and  his  interest  in  this  subject  eventually  ripened  into  a  de- 
sire to  preach  the  gospel.  With  a  view  to  prepare  himself  :br 
this  profession,  he  began  the  stud}^  of  the  languages,  aud 
made  so  much  progress  in  this  department  that  he  was  pre- 

^  pared  to  enter  the  seminar}',  at  Amsterdam,  in  1821.  In 
1821,  he  passed  successfully  through  the  literary  examination, 
at  the  University  of  Leyden,  and  began  the  study  of  theoK/gy 
at  that  institution.  During  a  yjowerful  religions  revival  in 
Holland,  in  wliich  two  converted  Israelites  took  an  aciive 
part,  he  became  acquainted  with  numerous  leading  Christians 
of  various  denominations,  from  England,  France,  GernK'iny, 
and  the  A^et'ierlands,  who  were  on  a  visit  to  Holland,  and  be- 
came so  powerfully  convinced  of  the  narrowness  of  seci;.:  ian- 
ism,  that  he  abandoned  it  altogether,  regarding  even  church 
organizations  of  secondai-y  imi>ortance.  He  was,  therefore  — 
quoting  his  own  words  —  ''prevented  from  clothing  his  liiirh 
in  the  sti'aight  jacket  of  ecclesiastical  formalism." 
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In  1830,  n.  refjcllion  broke  out  in  li(;l^;iiiin,  jinrl  Mr.  S.,  willi 
many  olher  studenlSj  rcspoiukMl  to  the  eall  ol'  the  kini:^  loi* 
troo}).s  to  6U])})i'ess  it.  At  the  close  ol'  the  rehellio)),  1S32,  he 
returned  to  liis  .studies  ai  the  university,  ])assed  tliroujxh  the 
theological  cxatnination,  and  was  licensed  to  ])r(*ach  In  the 
same  year  he  was  examined  in  the  synod  ot"  Jlolhmd,  aiid  in 
1883,  was  installed  as  minister  of  the  gospel  in  the  national 

!  reform  church  establishment.  Jiere,  however,  he  bea'an  to 
experience  trouble,  resultin<>;  from  his  rel'usal  to  submit  to  the 
estal)lished  forms  and  doctrines  that  he  found  had  produced  a 
spiritual  degeneracy  in  the  church.  His  decided  opposition 
to  a  sectarianism  that  amounted  almost  to  bigotry,  brought 
down  upon  him  the  enmity  of  the  national  clergy,  and  this, 

)  in  1835,  resulted  in  separation.  Mr.  Scholte,  and  a  lew  other 
ministers,  lollowed  by  a  large  number  of  lay  members,  with- 
drew from  the  national  church,  and  became  a  sepai'ateand  in- 

\  dependent  organization.    But  they  were  not  permitted  to  re- 

'^niain  so  undisturbed.  Instigated  by  the  synod  of  Holland, 
the  government  commenced,  and  for  some  time  caried  on,  a 
series  of  persecutions  against  the  rebels,  consisting  of  fines 

I  and  imprisonments,  basing  the  legality  of  their  acts  upon  a 
law  of  Nap(jleon,  forbidding  the  assembling  together  of  more 
than  twenty  persons  for  religious  services.    For  a  violation  of 

1  this  law,  Mr.  Scholte  w^as  once  impiisoned  and  fined  several 
hundred  gilders.  But,  during  his  imprisonment,  he  njade 
valuable  use  of  his  time  by  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  the  Eng- 
lish language  from  the  study  of  standard  authors,  which  ac- 
quirement became  quite  useful  to  him  afterwards. 

But  these  persecutions,  instead  of  jjutting  down  the  rebel- 
lion, 'increased  the  number  of  its  adherents,  till  finally  the 
government  became  weary  of  so  unprofitable  an  undertaking, 
and,  soon  after  the  accession  of  William  II.  to  the  throne, 
persecution  ceased  entirely,  and  the  newly-organized  church 
was  permitted  to  fioui'ish  free  of  the  restraints  of  sectarian 
rule  enforced  by  secular  authority,  and  independent  of  gov- 
ernmental patronage;  yet  in  the  nuitter  of  schools  and  the 
education  of  the  young,  their  independence  was  not  complete. 
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The  rehit  iDti:-;  Ix;!  wccni  cliiircli  aiitl  siftte  (ixtcndc.'d  lli I'ouiil)  the; 
schools,  thos(;  w  ovQ  the  iiuisoi-i(!.s  oi'  both  ;  and  this  state 
orthijJi>'8  jiiiliD'ally  ^ax'c;  I'i.sc;  lo  a  dcsiro,  aiiion;^'  the  iiuh'pcii- 
dents,  for  llie  })i'ivi]o<ji:c  ol'  cchicatinir  their  children  more  in 
accordance  with  tlieir  ow  n  reh^ious  views. 

In  his  ntinis^terial  hibors,  jMr  Scholte  became  acquainted 
with  the  middh)  and  poorer  clasPCfi  of  the  country,  aud  had 
ample  opportunities  to  obscrNC  the  diy])arity  in  tlieir  social 

,  conditions,  the  re.^nlt  of  pecuniary  circumstances  ;  how  diffi- 
cult it  was  for  the  poor,  and  even  those  of  small  means,  to 

i  support  themselves  and  their  iamilies,  to  say  nothing  of  at- 
tainiiig  to  the  social  })osition  that  meiit  should  entitle  them. 
In  the  kindness  of  his  heart  he  began  to  t'dnk  about  adopting 
some  ))lnn  by  which  relief  could  be  rendered.  But  he  could 
think  of  none  that  could  be  successfully  carried  out  within  the 
narrow  aud  crowded  limits  of  the  1^  etlierlands.  So  it  (.)ccuj-- 
red  to  him,  that  emigation  to  some  new  country  would  be 
the  only  practicable  means  of  reaching  the  end  desired.  In 
this  view  of  the  case  he  associated  with  himself  another  min- 
ister of  some  eminence  and  ability,  and  together  they  made 
diligent  efforts  to  inform  themselves  of  the  natural,  social, 
and  political  conditions  of  the  various  countries  that  might 

-become  an  asylum  for  the  poor  and  oppressed. 

But  previous  to  directing  public  attention  to  the  subject, 
they  wrote  a  letter  to  the  minister  of  colonies,  asking  for  ves- 
sels and  a  free  passage  to  the  island  of  Java,  and  for  pe:  mis- 
sion to  make  free  settlement  thei-e.  On  receiving  a  reply  to 
the  effect  that  the  government  was  not  disposed  to  permit 
such  settlements  in  her  East  Indian  possessions,  they  tm-.ied 
tlieir  attention  to  America;  and  among  other  portions  of 
this  continent,  at  first  favorably  thought  of,  as  a  location  ibr  a 
colony,  was  Texas,  but  after  obtaining  all  the  intorm;  riun 
they  could,  relating  to  its  geography,  climate,  etc.,  it  w..-  de- 
cided to  be  too  warm  ;  jMissouri  was  also  had  in  view,  bu"  ihe 
existence  of  slavery  there,  at  that  time,  forbade  its  choiv  e  as 
a  location.  Finally,  Iowa,  then  the  youngest  sister  iri  ihe 
family  of  states,  was  chosen  as  the  land  of  refuge. 
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Nothing  more  now  remained  hiil  t«>  cidiRt  the  iniej'cst  of  a 
siilhcient  ninnhcr  ofuthoi's  to  i'orm  a  colony  sell-sustiiining  in 
its  corpoi'ation.  Tiie  liisl  mceling  I'ur  this  ]>ii)])').se  was  held 
at  Leersdam,  duly,  I8IG,  the  ncxl  al  Ldi-ichl.  in  nect-mhei'  of 
the  same  yeai-.  At  this  meeting  an  oi'ganizatioii  wa^  rfiected. 
Henry  P.  Scholte  being  ehjctcd  president,  A.  J.  I'etlctn,  vice 
president,  and  Isaac  Ovci'camp,  secretary.  A  board, /^r  com- 
mitteCj  was  also  a})poinled,  whose  duty  it  was  to  receive 
members,  regulate  the  supply  of  provisioiiB,  and  arj-angc  for 
means  <.)f  trans})i.)]'ta1  ion.  This  board  consisted  oi"  ibur  n. em- 
bers, G.  11.  Overcani}),  G.  F.  Lccoque,  John  Iveedieldt,  and 
A.  Wigny.  In  the  reception  of  members,  tlie  board  was  con- 
fined to  certain  conditions,  to-wit  :  Xo  j^rufaiie,  immoral,  or 
intemperate,  person  could  become  a  member  of  the  colony, 
nor  any  avowed  atheist,  skeptic,  oi-  llonum  Catholic.^'  An- 
other iujportant  condition  was,  that  all  members  who  could 
command  the  means,  should  take  charge  of  one  or  more  poor 
but  wortiiy  persons,  or  families,  wlio  desired  to  go. 
^  Governed  by  these  rules,  the  organization  rapidly  increased 
in^ numbers,  notwithstanding  the  well  known  natural  tenacity 

with  which  the  human  heart  clings  to  the  associations  of  its 

?  .... 
native  land.  In  a  majority  of  instances,  it  requires  the  strong- 
est will,  the  most  determined  resolution,  backed  by  stern  ne- 
cessi^ty  and  hope  for  the  better,  to  leave  forever  the  only  spot 
on  earth  that  has  ever  been  dear  to  him,  the  home  of  his 
birth.  Yet,  by  the  spring  following  (181:7),  the  association 
numbered  about  one  thousand  three  hundred  ])ersons,  and  be- 
tween seven  and  eight  hundred  wei-e  prepared  for  the  journey. 
Four  sailini>;  vessels  were  chartered  to  carry  them  to  Baltimore  • 
and  early  in  April  three  of  the  shi[,>s  sailed  from  liottordam 
and  one  from  Amsterdam.  The  voyage  occupied  about  hfty 
days,  niore  or  less,  as  the  vessels  did  not  all  reach  port  at  the 
same  time  ;  but  in  the  early  part  of  J  une  they  all  landed  at 
Bahimore,  excepr  nine  persons  who  had  died  during  the  ]xiss- 


*  Ttie  reason  for  such  cxclusiou  is  apparent,  wiim  ii  is  known  iliat  one  amotig  the 
pritu'iple  olijoets  of  the  association  was  to  ()e;iccably  preserve  religious  liberty  uinong 
themselves. 
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af^'o.  JIcJ'C!  l\\v.y  wcro  hood  joined  by  Mv.  Scliolto,  who,  with 
his  laniily,  bad  conic  by  slcauK.T. 

Tlicir  convcyniicos  IVom  lialtiinorc  to  Pittsburg  wore  canal 
boats  and  rail  cars;  and  from  thence  to  St.  J^ouis  they  came 
by  tstcnmer.  lloi'o  tliey  were  received  by  E.  F.  (irale,  a  Ger- 
man, who  had  been  for  some  time  a  resident  of  St.  JvOiiis,  and 
liad  been  a})])rised  of"  their  comin<^.  And  liere  it  was. neces- 
sary that  they  should  sojourn  ibr  a  few  weeks  to  make  certain 
])re])arati()ns  for  the  remaining  j^oiiion  of  tlie  journey,  and 
for  linal  settlement.  A  [(nnporary  shelter  was  [prepared  for 
their  acconuviodation,  a  little  without  the  city  limits,  where 
they  remained  till  the  lattci-  pai"t  of  August. 

Now,  like  the  children  of  Israel,  on  their  approach  to 
the  promised  land,  they  found  it  advisable  to  send  forward  a 
committee  to  spy  out  tlie  country,  and  select  a  location. 
Henry  P.  Scholte,  Isaac  Overcamp,  and  John  Rccdfeldt,  were 
assigned  this  duty.  Jhit,  not  like  the  spies  of  old,  they  were 
kindly'  received  and  encouraged  in  the  object  of  their  mission. 
On  reaching  Pairiield,  they  were  met  by  liev.  M.  J.  Post,  a 
Baptist  minister,  whose  duties  as  such  had  given  him  a  knowl- 
edge of  a  large  tract  of  country  between  that  place  and  F':'rt 
Des  Moines,  and  he  recommended  to  the  committee  the  beau- 
tiful prairie  between  the  Des  Moines  and  Skunk  rivers,  in 
Mai'ion  county,  as  a  favorable  site  for  a  colony.  Mr.  Post 
thereupon  volunteered  to  pilot  them  to  the  place,  and  on 
reaching  it,  they  were  so  much  jdeased  with  the  beauty  and 
natural  resources  of  the  country  that  they  at  once  decide- 1  to 
select  two  townships  (now  Lake  Prairie),  and  lay  out  a  tov^-n. 
Put  as  there  were  already  a  goodly  number  of  American  -et- 
tlers  in  the  district,  xdr.  Scholte,  who  was  treasurer  as  well 
as  president  of  the  colony,  set  about  buying  out  as  many  of 
thei]i  as  would  sell  their  claims,  together  with  such  live  s^^.-ck 
and  farming  utensils  as  he  could  get,  that  would  be  indisj  ous- 
able  to  his  })eople  in  agricnltui-al  })ursuit8. 

On  their  return  to  St.  Louis,  car]:)enters  and  other  mechan- 
ics were  sent  in  advance  wtih  tools  and  means  for  pi-ocurin^^ 
lumbei",  to  erect  a  large  temporary  shed  for  the  recej^tion  of 
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tlio  col(»in8ts.  'I'lii.s  b1io<1  was  \nii  \\]>  v.\  wlia!  is  now  iIk-  wes- 
tern oiilsK'irtK  of  J.*elhi,  and  was  i'or  souk'  lime  occupied  l)_v  a 
laro'o  iiinnbor  of  ])(!o])lo,.till  ollici"  Icniporai'y  blK  llcrs  could  bo 
provided  foi*  the  acconiniodation  ol"  individual  laniilios.  A 
nuijoi'Ity  of  these  liouses,  oi-  nioic  i;r()|)erl  y  Ikm  cIs,  wciM-niade 
of  the  tougli  pr.airie  sod,  walled  u])  over  cellar  lil:e,  excava- 
tions in  the  oartli,  to  give  more  jH'rpcndieul.ar  room, -and  s(!- 
cure  warmth  in  \vinter.  The  long  ])i-airie  gJ'ass,  thatched, 
too]\  the  place  of  shingles  for  rooting.  Tilnny  ramilies  sccui-ed 
slieltcr  in  the  cabins  lately  occupied  l)y  those  Amei-icans  who 
]iad  sold  tlieir  possessions  ami  moved  away.  ^Ii'.  Scholte  and 
family  lived  for  some  time  in  a  little  log  cabin  th;it  h;id  bec;n 
erected  as  a  claim  ])en,  by  Thomas  Tutlle,  lon.g  Ijefore  Pella 
was  thought  of,  and  that  hap])ened  to  stand  in  wdiat  is  now 
the  public  square. 

Many  anecdotes  might  be  related  in  connection  with  life  in 
the  colony  at  this  early  period,  but  the  bi"evity  of  this  sketch 
will  hardly  admit  of  it;  besides,  it  was  intended  as  a  biog- 
raphy rather  than  a  history.  We  will,  however,  admit  one 
or  two.  It  can  hardly  be  supposed  that  the  grass  roofs  of 
tliose  sod  houses  would  be  proof  against  tlie  heavy  rai])s  that 
sometimes  descend  in  this  country ;  besides,  during  a  rainy 
season,  the  earth  would  be  soaked  with  watei*.  Thus  drip- 
p>ing  from  above  and  oozing  up  from  below,  not  unfrequcntly 
these,  semi-subterranean  dwellings  would  half  fill  with  water 
during  a  night,  compelling  the  occupants  to  bail  it  out  or  seek 
liiglier  quarters.  On  one  occasion,  during  the  night,  an  ox 
tluit  happened  to  be  grazing  neai-  one  of  these  dwellings,  lind- 
ing  the  grass  rather  short,  evidently  mistook  the  grass  roof 
for  a  hay-stack,  and  "  went  for  it."  After  eating  some  of  it, 
lie  got  upon  it  with  his  fore  feet,  probably  iu  seai-ch  of  a  l)et- 
ter  (juality  of  povender,  as  cattle  will  do,  when  the  structui'c 
gave  way  to  his  weight,  and  plunged  him  head  foremost  into 
the  a])ariment  below,  to  the  great  terror  of  not  only  the  beast 
himself,  Init  of  the  inmates  of  the  room,  who  mu-^t  have  been 
sleeping  soundly  till  the  crash  awakened  them,  fortunately, 
liowever,  none  wcj'e  injured,  and  the  frightened  ox  made  his 
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Wiiy  out  ol"  tlio  pit  l)y  the  most.  |)racti<'':il)lc  ]-oiil(i,  wliicli  must 
lijiv(i  Ix'CMi  dooi",  and  went  his  way,  i^rohaMy  j'csol \ 
in  his  ox  iiiiiid,  never  to  j>ut  his  loot  in  it  ai^ain.  In  tliose 
(lays  sinikcs  were  iiunicrnuB,  and  would  ol'tcii  intiud(^  them- 
selves into  thoso  earthy  hahilaticHis  to  the  ;i,'ix;at  annoyanee  ol" 
the  ])eo})le,  attracted,  i)r(»hal)ly,  hy  the  warmth  about  the  roof; 
when  the  weather  was  a  little  cool,  they  woidd  o'awl  ihroug-li 
it  and  fall  into  the  room.  Fre(jU(Mitly  an  u^^ly  roi)til(j  would 
dro{)  himself  down  the  sod  chimney  into  the  hi-e,  c>r  into  the 
SOU]),  if  cooking  happened  to  be  going  on  at  the  time. 

Soon  alter  their  settlement  here,  Mr.  Scholte,  and  other 
leading  IJolandei's,  caused  a  town  to  be  laid  out  as  a  nucleus 
of  the  colony,  and  called  il  Peila,  a  nel)rew  word  signiiying 
a  place  of  I'efuge.  Only  a  few  blocks  were  jjlatted  at  this  time, 
and  the  })Iatting  was  not  com])leted  till  1S4D,  when  the  colony 
was  increased  by  the  ari'ival  of  about  seven  hundred  moi'c 
members. 

In  })olities,  Mr.  Scholte  was  a  whig  previous  to  his  arrival 
in  this  country,  having  studied  and  admired  the  opii  ions  of 
Henry  Clay.  In  1855,  he  commenced  the  publication  of  a 
;  newspaper  called  the  Fdia  Gazette,  the  first  paper  published 
in  the  county,  and  the  most  western  one  in  the  state,  east  of 
Council  IjIuHs.  It  was  whig  in  principle,  but  headed  "  inde- 
pendent." But  soon  after  the  pi'inciples  of  the  American 
party  "  began  to  be  agitated,  Mr.  S.  became  a  democrat,  ,.nd 
the  Gazette  supported  Buchaium  for  president.  At  a  some- 
what later  period,  he  became  an  ardent  republican,  and  oili- 
ciated  at  the  Chicago  convention  in  1860,  wlien  Abraham 
Lincoln  was  first  nominated  for  president. 

Besides  his  original  calling  as  a  preacher  of  the  gospel,  Mr. 
I  Scholte  adopted  the  ]:>rofession  of  law,  and  was  an  able  advo- 
cate. As  an  orator  he  was  well  qualified,  both  by  a  su])trior 
talent  and  education,  and,  but  for  the  natural  inability  to  Tiis- 
tinctly  sound  the  English  hmguage,  he  might  have  been  •  iii- 
inently  ]H)pular  as  a  public  speaker.  As  it  was,  Iiis  Ftuirth  of 
July  addresses,  'lelivei-ed  in  English,  were  listened  to  v%-ith  in- 
terest.   As  a  writer,  his  style  was  sim})le,  comprehensive,  and 
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deep.  Jlc  was  the;  nuthui*  ul'ii  niinibci-  ol"  })aiJi j)lil(;l.s,  priiici- 
])all}'  in  his  native  language. 

Generous  in  his  nature,  he  was  ever  ready  to  contriluite  to 
any  pubh'c  entci-pi"ise  calcuhited  to  jjromole  tlie  moral  or  ]>e- 
cuniary  welfare  of  the  (!oinniuijity.  ()n(^  lai-^^;*!  chui'ch  build, 
ing  in  J^ella  will  loiig  stand  as  a  nionunjentof  his  public  spir- 
itedness.  To  the  Iowa  Central  University  he  tlonated  tlie 
five  acres  of  land  on  whicli  it  stands,  being  in  the  most  beau- 
tiful part  of  the  city. 

Mr.  SclioUe,  though  he  had  a  lew  enemies,  as  few  good  men 
have   not,  had  many    warm  friends   who  still  occasionally 
speak  of  his  good  qualities  and  virtues,  having  experienced 
benefits  from  the  same. 
I     Having  succeeded  in  a  great  enterprise,  dear  to  him  from 
!  the  time  he  first  conceived  it,  and  having  witnessed  tliegro\\-th 
,  and  prosperity  of  the  colony,  after  a  short  illness  that  seemed 
i  to  be  the  culmination  of  a  chronic  indisposition,  he  died, 
^^August  25,  1868. 


HISTORY  or  MAESHALL  OOUIvfTY. 


BY  NETTIE  SAXFORD,  :^[AKSnALLT0WN,  IOWA. 

I   

^  (Coiicliulcd  from  page  olS.) 

About  seven  o^clock  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  of  January, 
1859,  Judge  Smith,  after  a  night  of  intense  agony,  is  found 
in  a  chamber  of  Eev.  Mr.  Babcock's,  surrounded  by  several 
prominent  citizens  of  Marshalltown,  with  a  sheet  of  paper  be- 
fore him,  for  the  purpose  of  writing  an  order  foi-  the  removal 
of  the  county  records,  after  a  fori^ial  re-canvass  of  the  vote. 
The  judge  was  astonished  to  find  a  paper,  with  the  county 
seal  affixed,  knowing  that  he  had  not  given  any  such  paper. 
AVonilering  where  it  came  from,  lie  concluded  it  was  a  good 
plan  to  throw  oil  the  responsibility  on  some  unknown  rascal, 
signed  the  order  for  the  removal,  and  went  through  a  legal 
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paiitoniinic,  as  his  sIkuii  cMptoi's  desired.  T]\(t  nioincnl.  tliis 
order  was  sii^'ned,  men  were  sent  in  evei-y  dii'ccl {u  the 
friendB  of  Mai'sliaUlown  to  <;o  to  Marietta,  t:ik(t  tlie  reeurds 
by  Ibi'ce,  and  brin^»  them  (h.wii  to  the  Town  llalL 

Sheritr  llai'i'is  iiad  been  eleeted  upon  this  h)eal  issue,  and 
with  a  lU)m'ish  of  trumpets  ordered  out  the  I>owen  Guaixls,  a 
Falstnllian  miUlia  comjjany  oi'  .Mai'shalhown,  to  inake  ])re])a- 
rations  lor  march inp'  on  Marietta.  Harris  buckled  on  a  bi^ 
•Bword  tliat  liad  never  been  wet  witli  human  o-ore.  Every 
warlike  weapon,  down  to  a  tirst-cJass  darnin^^-iieedle,  was 
scoured  uj)  ready  Ibr  the  fray.  Wagons  began  to  come  into  town 
filled  with  country  farmers,  armed,  if  possible,  or  else  looking 
very  savage.  Orderlies  from  tlie  grand  army  had  drummed 
up  a  crowd  of  at  least  live  hundred  by  the  time  they  were 
ready  to  start;  wives  and  sweethearts  kissed  and  bade  them 
"good-bye,"  with  the  expectation  that  the  loved  ones  would 
be  brought  back  lifeless  coi'pses. 

By  eleven  o'clock,  Marietta  had  quite  a  respectal)le  army 
also  in  operation,  commanded  by  Weathei'ly,  ex-sheriff,  ready 
to  defend  the  court  house  .ngainst  organized  thieves.  A  keg 
of  powder  had  been  bought  and  placed  uiider  the  safe  of  i  he 
court  house  with  a  train  and  slow  match,  to  blow  the  raiders 
into  atoms  if  they  were  determined  to  go  inside  the  d^jors. 
The  excitement  increased  every  moment  after  it  .wa-  ru- 
mored that  the  army  of  invasion  was  within  a  half  .;]ile. 
Marietta  ladies,  gentle  and  refined,  caught  up  guns  and 
axes,  and  belligerently  detied  the  robbers  "to  show  their 
hands."  Crookhani,  the  lawyer,  made  his  will  ''in  the  wink 
of  a  cat's  eye."  Quincy  Black  and  Mr.  Dishon  leaned  over 
their  gates,  pistols  in  hand,  to  defend  their  firesides,  foi'  the 
threat  had  gone  forth  that  the  invading  army  would  h\\vi~  the 
town.  Slowly  the  guards  and  volunteers  advanced,  with  I'arris, 
Elliott,  Shurtz,  and  A^^ells  Eice  in  front.  Harris,  beli  ving 
danger  was  ahead,  at  a  favorable  opportunity  slipped  .:\vay. 
Hepburn,  now  Col.  Hej)burn,  of  Page  county,  was  also  \i:  [he 
front,  and  when  all  were  within  a  few  feet  of  the  cc/urt  ho!;se, 
the  click  of  I'ifies  told  both  sides  to  beware.    Surrounded  by 
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llio  8wayiii<j,'  crowd,  swcaiini:,  cxcilcd,  il  is  a  \\'oiid(.'i-  (hat  so 
much  orch'i'  was  maiutai ti(  (l  hy  lh(!  i;uai(ls.  Ah-x.  (how,  a 
liotel  keeper,  drew  his  iiUii  on  one  ot  the  soh!i(jrs,  whtMi  Sam 
lloll'man,  discovering-  liim  at  the  unlucky  moment,  di'(iw  uj) 
his  gun,  and,  with  an  oath,  said,  "I'll  mal:e  a  '//•// /A- ciow 
of  yon  il'you  shoot  one  of  our  men."  Jlephui'n  jumj»ed  back 
and  tlii-ew  up  his  ham),  saying,  in  a  h)ud  \  (>ic(  ,  "  J'oi- ( hkI's 
sake,  (h)n't  shoot, —  we  Maj-shalltowji  men  only  want  the 
records." 

But  at  this  critical  moment,  above  tlie  I'oar  of  voices,  was 
Iieard  Eoardman,  of  Marietta,  i-cading  aii  injunction  fi-om 
Judge  Thom})Son,  of  the  district  court,  restraining  the  re- 
moval of  the  records.  How  this  injunction  ^vas  obtained 
after  the  judge's  ])revious  action  and  the  action  of  the  county 
judge,  lias  never  been  satisfactorily  explained.  It  was  prol)- 
ably  obtained  something  after  tlie  manner  of  the  order  tor  tiie 
reniovaL  In  its  pj'oper  ])hice  we  forgot  to  mention  how  the 
sheet  of  pa])er  was  fonnd  with  the  county  seal.  Hon.  G.  M. 
Woodbury  went  into  Judge  Smith's  office  to  get  a  deed,  wlien 
]ie  let  the  county  seal  fall  just  right  on  tlie  paper.  Then  ho 
carelessly  folded  it  up  a]id  ymt  it  in  his  pocket. 

After  the  injunction  had  been  read,  the  Bowen  Guards 
slip]xvd  away  rather  precipitately  tVom  the  court  house  yard, 
swearing,  with  the  other  Marshalltown  men,  vengeance  on  the 
judge  who  had  come  between  them  and  theii-  long  coveted 
prize.  It  is  strange  how  courage  oozes  sometimes  away  In  the 
presence  of  real  danger.  One  valiant  Marietta  man  emerged 
from  a  pile  of  rails,  another  took  his  gun  from  the  window  a 
halftnile  off,  wdiere  he  had  been  watching  tlie  fight.  A 
guard  left  the  ranks,  for  he  had  "the  stomach  ache  fearfullv," 
and  did  not  return  till  the  fight  was  ovei-.  Another  slii)])ed 
out  to  light  his  pipe,—  be  back  in  a  minute,  corp..u-aI."  I>ut 
his  minutes  lengthened  into  an  hour,  and  he  got  back  into  the 
ranks  ;^bout  a  mile  out  irom  ^[arshalltown,  as  the  guards  re- 
turned liome.  Harris  did  not  ap])ear  to  take  counnand,  so 
Shurtz  ordered  his  men  to  "fall  into  line  and  nun-cli  home," 
as  we  above  intiniated.    xVs  they   passed  one  Daly,  who 
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wjis  jiniu'd  wiili  a  saiiRnr^e  sfiiO'cr,  llicy  received  a  blast  (  f 
\val(M*.    This  was  cortaiiily  one  o)'  tlie  UKjst  coini(;al  li;.';litB 
record.    Daly  liad  no  ax  or  ;.:,iin,  and  his  wife  nni^-i^ested  the 
\veaj)on,  withoiit  seriously  tliinkini';  he  would  use  it. 

The  woineii  and  chihli'en  of  ]\lari(!tta  liouUid  tiiid  jeered  at 
the  {H)0i-  f^-iiai'ds  ;  some  thi'cw  decayed  eggs  and  vegetable's, 
but  it  did  not  enrage  them  enough  t  >  slioot.  It  is  a  wo-nder 
that  no  chance  shot  was  iired,  or  tliat  these  hall'-ci'azed  men 
still  liad  respect  for  law  and  order  t(t  go  quielly  home.  Had 
llarj'is  I'uslied  in  and  gone  to  breaking  locks  in  the  coui't  house 
without  caution,  there  is  no  doubt  blood  would  have  ilowed 
like  a  tide.  At  sunsei  Marietta  was  alone  in  her  empire,  no 
one  liurt,  no  one  killed,  still  the  county  seat  (>f  Alarshall,  with- 
out sending  a  single  hero  to  the  shades  of  Valhalla. 

We  will  not  attempt  to  describe  the  feelings  of  that  stal- 
wart army,  the  Eowen  Guards,  as  t  hey  ap].)roached  the  streets 
of  Marshalltown,  for  here  the  ti'agedy  ends  in  a  farce.  They 
had  marched  up  'Mnore  than  o?U'  hill,  then  down  again,*'  bad 
come  home  victorless,  and  no  scalps,  no  county  records,  no 
ashes  of  Marietta  homes,  not  a  sniell  of  guijpowder,  but  awt'ul 
tired,  cross,  and  hungry.    "  Where  was  you  in  the  fight  ? 

Where  is  your  dead  ?  "  These  questions  assailed  the  poor 
guards  on  every  side.  False  reports  of  death  and  battles  liad 
been  circulated  all  day  through  Marshalltown,  so  that  v. lien 
the  doughty  army  returned  safe  and  sound,  the  rebound  iVom 
such  a  dismal  state  of  things  was  great.  Wives  joked  over 
their  tea  at  the  expense  of  their  warlike  chieftains,  and  \vhen 
night  set  in,  Marshalltown,  on  the  whole,  was  in  almo:^  as 
happy  a  frame  of  mind,  bai-ring  the  fighters,  as  herproader 
rival  of  "the  up-river  bend." 

( 

CHAPTER  VI. 

But  more  was  had  of  the  pen  than  the  sword.  The  hr  .  vers 
were  busy,  and  at  the  April  term  of  the  district  cour.  the 
mandamus  case  can)e  up  again. 

There  was  a  long  ti-ial  on  the  injunction.  An  attaclnii ent 
was  also  issued  iigainst  Judge  Smitii,  as  he  did  not  sh')W 
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cause  to  tlu!  courl,  for  liis  coiileiii])!  in  not,  r(;-OHij vassin^.  lie 
aj)|)oali:ul  to  llic  sujjrcinc  coiu'l,  wliicli  decided  afj^ainst  liini  at; 
oiico.  Previous  to  this  action  ol'  the  courts,  Judge  Smith  is- 
sued count}'  honds  to  Wni.  DIshon,  on  liis  conli*act  to  huihl  a 
new  coui-l  house  at  jM arietta,  to  the  tune  of  s:>r),()()0.  Dishon 
went  to  Now  York  and  sohl  the  county  bonds  i'ov  i^oods,  in- 
stead of  doino-  as  lie  contracted,  to  mc  the  money  in  huihlini^ 
the  court  house.  This  injured  Mai-ietta,  and  it  was  used  in 
many  an  ingenious  mannei-  by  her  enemy,  \v\\v,n  the  wliole 
matter  came  up  at  the  June  term  of  the  supreme  court; 
also  at  the  J3ecend)er  term  following,  and  a  decision  was  fi- 
nally given  in  iavor  of  AEarshalltown,  wliich  virtually  ended 
the  contest.  Upon  summing  up  the  case,  an  impartial  wit- 
ness of  this  conflict  could  not  help  but  rejoice  that  it  was 
ended.  IJitter  hatred  had  been  engendered, —  there  was 
great  expense  on  both  sides. 

William  Fenn.  Clark  was  the  counsel  for  Marshalltown,  in 

Hthe  supreme  court ;  Judge  Cole,  for  Marietta. 
)  After  the  decision  in  the  case  had  been  rendei-ed,  the  county 
oilicers   at   Marietta   gracefully     came  down,"  like  J)avy 
Crockett's  coon,  and.  on  the  last  dav  of  December,  18^)9, 
brought  the  records  down  on  an  ox  sled,  the  mercury  ten 

"degi'cies  below  zero.  The  new  year  dawned  upon  the  glad 
village  of  Marsh  all  town  when  the  joyful  news  went  out  that 
the  scepter  had  changed  hands  to  last  forever. 

A  New  Year's  supper  was  given  to  Marietta,  and  her  cit- 
izens'were  welcomed  at  the  banquet  with  a  cordiality  most 
pleasyig  and  hearty.  Sonic  wei-e  sullen,  and  deliantly  staid 
at  hoqie.  But  fates  were  against  them.  Stores,  houses,  etc., 
followed  in  a  successive  flight  to  Marshalltown,  and  the  death- 
blow was  given  to  Marietta,  where  dismantled  she  stands,  a 
monmnent  of  hopes  wrecked  in  corner  lots.  Most  of  the  offi- 
cers vvdio  lived  in  Marietta  were  re-elected  as  a  salve  for  ail 
wounded  feelings  on  their  part,  and  this  bitter  controversy 
has  been  entirely  forgotten  for  a  long  time,  or  only  to  be  re- 
membered jokingly,  as  each  side  recounts  liis  or  l\er  particu- 
lar conliict  with  the  enemv. 
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Mjirslinlltowii  has  incroiisccl  ]\or  population  to  5,000  inliah- 
itants.  Two  I'aili-oads  <^iv(i  li(>r  irood  facillti(;8  I'oj-  li-a<l(;  ;  a 
eplcndid  water  power  in  the  Iowa  j-ivcr  cuhanccH  lior  inajiii- 
factui-iiii;-  abilities;  the  densely  i>opulated  eounti-y  around 
makes  her  one  of  the  best  depots  for  trade  in  Centj-al  Iowa. 
Ararshalltown  has  many  enterpi-isin<i;  cit ixens,  amoni;- Jliem 
Hon.  Delano  Smilli,  lion.  T.  r>rown,  H.  Clark,  esq.,  ])\\  ]\Ic- 
Brlde,  and  «r.  D.  McCord,  who  ai-e  ])ublie-spirited  men,  and 
liavc;  aeeomjdished  a  great  deal  for  her  present  prosperity. 

Mars'hall  county  is  one  of  the  central  counties  in  Iowa,  and 
is  divided  into  eif^;hteen  townships.  It  is  twenty-four  miles 
square,  and  contains  3GS,()ttO  acres  of  inag-nificent  land,  with 
scarcely  a  foot  that  cannot  be  cultivated,  exceptino-  where 
there  is  running  water.  With  these  advantages  she])resents 
a  prize  to  every  fariner  coming  from  the  east.  Marshalltown 
has  seven  churches,  factories,  mills,  splendid  residences,  and 
the  machine  shops  are  soon  to  be  erected  for  the  Central 
railroad.  With  these  few  statistics,  we  close  our  very  im-,' 
perfect  sketch  of  Marshall  county. 


A  FOUL  MUBDER  AND  NOBODY  KILLED.  ^ 

i 

BY  E.  W.  EASTMANj   ELDORA,  IOWA.  f 


There  has  been  and  now  is  in  Iowa,  and  in  fact  in  most  new 
states,  much  oppositi<)n  to  the  old  system  of  grand  juries,  and 
also  to  some  of  the  long  established  rules  of  evidence  in  c  j  im- 
inal  trials.  Frontier  peojde  are  active  and  impulsive.  ^They 
think  qnick,  judge  quick,  and  coutract  quick  or  not  a  all. 
They  are  here  to-day  and  to-mori'ow  they  are  westward,  iio  ! 
with  the  star  of  empire.  Hence,  in  legal  tribunals,  the\  dis- 
like the  slow,  formal  process  of  a  grand  jury,  and  technical 
rules  of  evidence.  They  want  to  try  the  case  while  the  leve]-  i.> 
up,  and  upon  such  evidence  as  appeal's  to  fhcm  to  be  go-d, 
6  ' 
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iiud  lluMi  1)0  at  soniolliini!;  olscj.  Willi  llioiri,  a  co/i/'f  y,sio//.  is 
bettoi-  ili.'iii  tli(i  tostiinoMy  oj' an  ('y(3  \vllnc.-s. 

Tli(;si!  I'orms  were  of  sIonv  i^i-owlli,  and  cstahlislHjd  for  por 
soiial  protc'clion  in  llio  ]oni^  si rnu-o-le  holwecn  lyraiinicil  l'-ov- 
ornnu'iit  and  impidsive  l)ai-l)ai'isin  on  tlic  one;  liaiid,  and  indi- 
vidual }H*otcction  on  the ollioi-.  (ya.scs  jVc(j iicr.tly  occur  which 
])rove  that  thcsL^  forniaiitie^  are  as  nccc'-'-.-iry  now  fV)i-  iiwlivid- 
Ui\\  protection  as  when  lirst  cstahlisiicd.  In  cas(;  of  ti  ia!  tor 
niui'dcr,  in  addition  to  the  irrand  jury  pr.ifcss  oftii-st  iindinii;  a 
bill  of  indictment,  it  has  boon  a  lon<x  cstaldished  I'nlc  of  evi- 
dence, that  the  prosecution  must  pi'o\-e  tliat  the  liunuin  beim^ 
charged  to  have  been  killed  is  deed.  This  fact  can  be  ]»rov(!d 
only  in  two  ways, —  first,  by  someone  who  Inows  iliC  fact  • 
or,  second,  by  the  confession  of  the  accused.  Ini])ulse  v/ants 
nothinp;  better  than  a  fidl^  clear  conftsslini.  It  is  then  rc.'ady 
to  abandon  the  slow  grand  juj-y  work,  or  any  other  very  formal 
trial,  and  proceed  at  once  to  [)ronoun('e  sentence.  And  yet 
'*t|iis  evidence  is  very  unsafe,  and  really  iiisvfficierd^  to  estab- 
l,i;sh  the  fact  that  the  missing  })erson  is  dead.  The  old  tech- 
uibalities  of  an  indictment:,  and  of  s|)ecilic  ])roof,  were  not 
ado}]ted  without  a  reason,  and  that  reason  is  asirequent  to-day 
as  v;)ien  first  adopted. 

Injtho  fall  of  IStfS,  a  man  by  the  name  of  Xisely  came  to 
my  oiljice  in  Oskaloosa,  in  this  state,  and  stated  to  me  that 
he  was  from  Lfissouri,  and  had  some  two  or  three  bushels 
of  a})n^le  seeds,  and  was  desirous  of  starting  a  nursery,  and 
desired  my  assistance  to  procure  suitable  grour.d.  lie  a[)- 
pearog  rather  timid,  was  rather  visionary  and  eccentric,  and 
withal^  not  very  intellectual.  While  I  was  tiwing  to  arrange 
for  liifn,  he  put  out  and  left  me  to  finish  the  nuitter  up  alone. 
I  next  heard  from  him  in  Jasper  county,  where  he  had  taken 
a  chiijn,"  and  was  putting  out  his  seeds  in  the  vicinity  of  a 
family  of  Ilandins,  a  lather  and  three  grown-up  sons.  This 
was  in  , the  days  of  ''claims,*'  and  Hamlin  had  a  claim  and  im- 
provement on  a  half  section.  1  might  Jis  well  here  ex])lain, 
that  by  the  then  siatntes  of  Iowa,  a  man  could  take  j)0ssessi.)n 
of  a  piece  of  government  land,  and  improve  it.  and  live  on  it, 
) 
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nnd  hold  i iilcrc.sL  in  llic  land  (.'qiial  to  tli(;  valiio  of  lii.s  iui- 
}))-oveiii('rils,    'Jdiis  possession  w  as  callcMl  a  claiiii/' 

Niselj  boai'di.Ml  par!  o\'  iIk;  iiino  wiili  llic  Ilandins.  and 
clian;^0(I  woi'k  \v!(h  tlicni  at  tinu-s.  A  little  "unpleasant- 
ness" spi'unir  '.!p  l)et\veeii  one'  of  the  yonn:;'  Jlandin-  and 
Nisely,  in  which  some  pugilist ie  demonstration  wa.^  m;idc  \>y 
Ilandin,  \vhei'eupr»n  aNisel)-  h^ft  them  and  went  to  hoard-at  an- 
other ])lacc!.  'r\\r.  next  Sundiiy  the  pai'vies  met  aaain,  and 
some  unpleasant  word---  passed.  Nicely  was  seen  hy  some 
])ei'S()ns  con\-ersin<j;  with  the  llamlins.  The  Jie.xt  da.v  Xisely 
was  missin<;'.  Some  few  days  aflei'  (his,  John  Ilandin,  the 
joun<;'est  l)oy,  aij'ed  ah^)ur  sevc^nteen  years,  ami  the  one  wlio 
had  (puirreled  with  Nisely,  was  seen  with  A'isely's  liat  on, 
and  soon  after  was  seen  weai  ing  jVisely's  coat.  Sonie  incjuiry 
was  made  about  ISnsely,  and  no  satisfactoi-y  account  i;i\  e!i  by 
the  JIandins.  Perhaps  it  will  bo  as  well  to  liear  saj'  that  tlie 
ILunlins  were  beginnin<j-,  by  the  three  or  tour  families  then 
residing  in  that  part  of  the  county,  to  be  considered  rathei-. 
rough  specimens  of  humanity,  and,  like  an  egg  in  hot  watei, 
fast  growing  harder.  ^ 

It  was  soon  whispei-ed  about  among  the  lit'teen  or  twenty 
families  tlien  in  tlie  county,  that  Xisely  had  been  foully  (.I  ralt 
with.  In  fact,  suspicion  said  Xisely  had  been  murdered,' raid 
John  Ilandin  was  wearing-  the  murdered  man's  clothes.  /Tolin 
was  arrested,  and,  not  gis'ing  a  satisfactory  account  o'  the 
whereabouts  of  Xisely,  or  how  he  came  by  Xisely's  ch  -hes, 
he  was  committed  to  the  jail  at  Oskaloosa.  Tlie  jail  \vas  in 
the  first  story  of  the  building,  and  was  not  enclosed.  The 
windows  were  grates  without  glass,  through  which  ]*o".-ons 
could  converse  wdth  the  prisonei-s  at  all  times  of  day  and 
night. 

The  excitement  incre;ised  and  spread  to  the  adj-'ining 
counties,  and  ])eo}de  gathered  in  about  the  premise-  tlie 
llandins,  and  took  counsel  together.  They  said  to  the  Jlam- 
lins,  in  language  which  could  not  be  misunderstood  by  .ron- 
tier  •|)(H)pIe,  "  Whei-e  is  Xisely  ?  "  It  meant,  produce  hii;^.  or 
speedy  justice  is  right  here.    They  C(udd  not  e\'ade  the  «]  les- 
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tioii  ii(i)'  (|uil  llio  county.  And,  kn(j\\in;:;  wc-ll  lluiL  rr(.»ntior 
people  could  not  Ijo  iJ-iJlcd  with,  llicy  made  ii  clean  hrca.st  oi' 
the  whole  matter,  and  confessed  iJiai  they  Jiadiuui-dcrcd  Xiscly 
on  the  lata!  Sunday  nii^lit  of  his  exit. 

John  was  thirty-live  iniles  awa}'  in  j.ail.  ]>ut  in  the  mean- 
time lie  was  interviewed  by  ni<;ht  thr(,ju<^]i  the  jail  w  indows, 
and  lie  also  conlcsscd  the  n)urder  of  j\'isel}',  and  it  was -said 
without  knowing  that  the  others  had  contcssed. 

Upon  iliese  coniessions  the  othei-  tliiee  IJandins  were  ar- 
rested; and  a  Mr.  Smitli,  wlio  also  was  begiiiniui;'  a  nur.-ery 
near  by,  and  was  sup])()Sod  to  have  some  intercut  in  ^-(Uting 
Nisely  out  of  the  way,  was  also  arrested.  A  m(,'sscngci-  was 
sent  to  Oskaloosa  for  me  to  go  up  to  ]N"ewton  and  defend  tlie 
Ilamlins.  The  word  got  to  me  some  time  the  third  day  alter 
tlie  arrest.  1  got  off  in  a  shoi't  time.  Just  as  I  was  .starting, 
Mr.  ]^e]-kins  came  to  me  and  said  he  had  a  pair  of  duelling 
pistols  lent  up  at  j^ewton,  and  desired  ine  to  bring  them 
,,^dow^n.  On  my  way  up,  just  before  I  got  to  iS'ewton,  I  met  a 
i?^an  with  the  pistols,  going  to  carry  them  home,  and  he  de- 
sired me  to  take  them,  wliich  I  did.  They  were  ugly  custo- 
inel"S,  about  ten  inches  long,  riiled-barrcl  bruisers,  fixed  with  a 
hoolvto  hang  U})on  the  waistband,  so  as  to  carry  the  muzzle 
down'  inside  the  pants  and  the  butt  under  the  vest.  "We  dis- 
chai'ged  the  loads  and  i  hu/ig  tJieni  in.  It  was  the  lirst  and 
only  t^me  I  ever  carried  concealed  v/eapons  ;  and,  in  fact, 
these  wwe  not  concealed^  for  the  heavy,  dangling  things 
pulled  my  pants  dow^n  so  as  to  leave  what  a  sailor  would  call 
SL  v:al<  'jstrcal\  two  inches  wide,  between  my  panvs  and  vest, 
across  which  the  two  barrels  extended.  It  felt  very  comical, 
but  1  siippose  it  looked  hravc  in  those  days. 

On  arriving  in  Newton,  I  found  the  senior  llandin  nominally 
in  the  custody  of  one  Josiali  Dooly,  high  sheriff  of  Jasper 
county,  hut  really  in  the  custody, —  oi-  ratlier  at  the  disposal, 
—  of  tlie  people  there  assembled  from  the  adjoining  c<:)uiities. 
The  fir^t  words  of  Mi-,  llandin  to  me  were,  "  I  am  glad  to 
see  yop.  I  will  give  yon  my  '  claim'  and  all  that  I  have  if 
you  W;ill  only  save  my  life.    I  am  willing  to  go  to  prison  and 
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woi'k  i'iilhrully  nil  iny  lilV',  l)iit  1  doii'l  waul  to  be  liaii<!;(yl.' 
ScoiiiL^  lie  was  a  Utile  nei-voiis,  1  r(.'})l ic'd,  "  You  nvit  not  in  a 
cuiuliiioji,  now,  All".  Hamlin,  to  make  a  contract.  I  want  first 
lo  talk'  about  the  ca.st;.''    Several  Mei'sons  ci'owded  Jip  to  hear. 

Oh,"  he  baid,  "  1  am  i;iiiliy  as  hell,  hut  1  (h^n't  want  to  he 
han<;ed."  1  presently  i^ot  him  a.-,ide  IVnm  the  ])eoj*le,  and 
t;aid  to  him,  "Where  is  IsL-ely  now  ^  "  IJe  i-e})li'ed,  ''I 
don't  know;  the  bo\ s  put  the  body  out  of  the  way."  Then 
turnino-  his  head  a  little  and  pu!liii<;-  down  his  ec^llar,  he  said, 
"See  niy  neck.  They  have  buer:  haii^in^-  nie  to  make  me 
tell  where  the  body  is, —  but  I  don't  know."  His  neck  was 
somewhat  hicei-ated,  and  badly  swollen,  and  ids  head  some- 
wliat  canted  to  the  left  shoulder. 

I  spolce  with  AIj-.  Smith,  and  was  informed  that  he  had 
been  disehar<^'ed  by  the  justice,  but  liad  not  got  leave  of  ab- 
sence from  tlie  people.  1  inquired  lor  the  two  yonn^-  llam- 
lins,  and  then  learned  that  the  body  of  Nisely  was  still 
missing', —  that  the  Ilamlins,  alter  making  the  confession  of., 
the  murder,  had  given  very  dilfercnt  and  contradictory  ac 
counts  of  the  disposition  made  of  the  body.  One  account  lo- 
cated it  in  one  of  liandin's  stock  wells,  then  out  of  nse,  w'.th 
some  rubbish  over  it ;  another,  in  a  swanij))'  marsh  in  Skriuk 
^Bottom;  another  account  was  that  it  had  been  burned  on  a 
large  sand-bar  in  Skunk  I'iver,  audi  the  charred  remains  risked 
into  the  water.  Parties  were  then  out  with  the  young  Ham- 
lin in  search  (d'the  body.  I 

The  body  not  having  been  ibund  in  any  of  the  j.iaces 
named,  the  rope  aiul  the  lash  were  both  brought  in  t"  '.-sist 
in  the  search.  Kathaniel  liad  been  hanged  by  his  tliiinibs 
till  both  were  pulled  out  of  jdaco,  and  the  lash  applied  to  his 
back  till  the  hot  blood  coursed  down  over  his  heels  t'>  the 
ground.  The  old  man  had  l)een  strung  up  by  the  neck  11  he 
became  willing  to  give  me  all  he  had  to  save  him  from  :i  sec- 
ond introduction  to  the  hori'ors  of  again  using  tight  he:i  p  for 
u  neck-tie.  ^ 

I  went  to  the  justice's  office  to  examine  the  [):'pers  :ind 
prepare  for  the  trial  of  the  three  llandins.     I  was  tjuite 
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cocdly  iii'nriiicd  lli:it.  it  was  ii<>  to  sec  iIk.'  j^apcrs.  "  Wa 
l,li()Ui;lil  il  l)c\sf  M)  ivy  tli(!  casr  '//h//io//1  (unj  l(iirij<  rs^  we 
ti'icMl  tlicM-a^c  'lii'C'Ctly  ailor  voii  v/cre  ^ciil  lor;  and  I  Jia\'0 
found  tlieiii  <;'inlt\'  and  <»rd('i'rd  llieni  to  (j^lv aloo.-a  jail.  Jint 
tlic  slici-il'l"  is  J;eoj)inL^"  tluMii  ii>  niala-  out  s(Mii(;  more  evidence 
~  against  them." 

i  then  called  Ilam'.in  a  little  to  one  ^idt-  (jn  the  jn-aii-ie, 
and  was  con\(;rsini;'  with  him  when  Mr.  Shei'ill"  Dooly  i-atlu  r 
nervou^l}'  siepj.ied  \\\y  aJid  said,  See  hei-e,  .Mister,  I  reckon 
I  liave  a  ri^'ht  to  knew  what  yon  two  men  ai'e  sayinu'.''  1 
replied,  "J  'reckon'  it  is  none;  of  your  business  wJial  we  are 
saying'.  But  I  was  saying  to  }h\  Ihnnlin  ih;it  1  would  have 
yoii  in  the  state  ))rison  belbre  three  months  i'ur  lynching  him." 
"  Why,"  said  he,  with  a  stare  of  a]:)])ai'ent  surpj-ise,  do  3-011 
reckon  i  am  liable?"  "  I  know  you  are,  sir  ;  and  il' }'ou  do 
not  hurry  oil"  in  quick  time  with  these  men  to  jail,  I  will  have 
you  arrested  as  soon  as  I  can  make  out  the  paj^ers.  You  are 
''l^igh  sheriff  of  J aspcu*  county,  and  it  is  your  duty  to  prutect 
these  men  at  the  risk  of  your  life.  State's  pris(jn  is  hungry 
foi^  you  now,  sir."  Dy  this  time  sevei-al  people  In-id  gathei'cd 
rouiul  to  hear  what  w^as  being  said.  Dooly  looked  at  me 
tirsr  ,up  and  then  dowai,  and  then  tui-ned  a'A-ay.  Tlie.llarn- 
lins  soon  after  on  the  road  to  Oskalo(jsa  jail.  1  after- 
wards^ learned  Iroui  Dooly  thru  on  my  lirst  arrival  there,  those 
en]])ly,  innocent _^>^,s•^c;/5  had  been  obser\"ed  tiiruugh  the  opeu 
streak'^between  vest  and  |)ants,  and  upon  a  little  discussion  it 
had  been  decided  that  they  meant  businfn^,  an  idea  which 
had  \\^\Ktx  occurred  to  me,  and  Vv^as  why  they  ccmcluded  best 
to  take  the  liandins  to  jail. 

Tlie  disti'ict  court  was  soon  afte]'  in  session  in  Oskaloosa, 
and  iienry  Tempde,  an  attorney  in  Oskaloosa,  and  1  took  all 
the  il,;mlins  out  of  jail  on  habeas  corpus^  and  had  them  all 
disc!i;i;'j^'ed,  because  thei"e  was  no  legal  evidence  that  Xhdij 
vas  .'/^/,  or,  as  the  law  calls  it,  there  was  no  vorj^^fs  de- 
I'lf.^fi  ;  ,ihe  confession  l^y  the  liamlins  of  the  killing  not  being 
competent  to  pi'o\'e  tluit  Nisely  axis  dead. 

Il  afterwards  turned  out  that  iS isely,  thi-ough  fear  of  some 
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p]iysl(;;il  Imi'iii,  li;id  iibsc"  ikIcmI  in  llic  iii,L',lil.  aixl  Mi>aii(l()n(.*rl 
liiscl:iii)i  jiik!  inirscry,  aini  IkkI  Jcfi  S(»iii(' of  liis  clolliiii^-.  'J'lio 
ILlliilins  IK)    kMowlc'li'H!  whatcv'cr    (>{'   liis    iiitoi!  ioii  to 

loiive  or  wluii'c.  Ik;  1i;uI  :;n!ic.  \\u\  liudiiiL;' liini  iiiissinf^,  tlioy 
hiu\  nppropriatctl  his  ciolliiiii;-  and  made  soine  (leniousti'aliori 
towards  ta1:iiii;'  his  chilm. 

No  one  coidd  accoii:'!  !nr  lh(;  ('(Md'cssion  of  the  niiii'doi-  \>y 
the  Jianiliiis,  and  cspi'cially  h_v  tlic^onc  in  jail.  Those  out.  (»!* 
jail  did  not  ri^ti-acl  their  eonlessic)M  to  nie.  as  theii-  C(ninsel, 
till  sc!veral  (hiys  at'lei-  fii'st  seeini;  them,  ilad  the  i;']'and  jury 
system  been  abolislied,  and  these  men  hastily  tried  on  the  ev- 
idence of  their  own  confessions,  they  would  all  ha\'e  hcjen 
punished  for  the  mnr(h'i'.  These  confessioiis  were  some\vhat 
of  a  kin  to  the  Salem  witchcraft  confessions  —  those  wlio 
made  them  could  not  account  for  doini^-  it. 

In  conclusion,  1  may  as  well  here  add,  that  the  Hani] ins 
afterwards  cheated  me  out  of  my  fees.  The  taoral  to  this  is, 
that  when  a  lawyer  has  a  chance  to  secure  a  i;ood  fee  from  ji 
sli})])ery  client,  h.is  bcUer  way  in  to  do  it  at  oiice^  and  work 
up  his  case  afterwards.  ^ 
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BY  N.   LEVERING,  GREENWOOD,  MO.  ^ 
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  Y 

(Continued  from  pai^e  523.)  ^ 

On  the  13tli  day  of  October,  1S56,  I.  T.  Martin,  liraden 
Yideto,  J.  McGill,  and  otliers,  from  Harbor  Creek,  I':!.,  ar- 
rived at  Sioux  City.  They  were  all  active,  energetic,  ;:nd  in- 
telligent young  men,  wlio  came  to  the  north-v;est  to  seek 
homes  and  carve  out  fortunes.  They  remaine'l  in  Siou.x  City 
during  the  winter.  While  thei'e,  Mr.  iMai'tin  and  0.  Thiviop 
erected  a  stort'  house  in  Pacilic  ( Htv,  a  tovvn  on  tho  jS'ebi  .  -ka 
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side  of  llio  ris  er,  niid  in  close  |)ro.\'imi1  y  to  (yOvii);^lori,  licj-cv 
tof^'>re  spoken  of.  This  town  was  laid  out  l)y  Dr.  1 1  mot  and 
J.  ilolniaii,  of  Sioux  ^'ity,  Dr.  CIim}',  of  St.  dosepli,  >Mo.,  aiid 
otliers.  The  store  house  I'eferred  to  was  the  fii'st  l)uihliniz-  ol* 
the  kind  erected  in  the  town. 

Notwithstanding  the  severity  of  the  weather  and  intensity 
of  the  coUl,  tliese  liardy  young  men,  with  many  otlicrsof  Sioux 
City,  hihor(Hl  all  winter  in  cutting  cord  wocnl  and  sawdogs  on 
the  .N'(djraska  side  of  the  Alissouri  river,  where  foi"  thii-ly  con- 
secutive days,  according  {<>  a  I'egister  of  the  tempei'at ure  of 
the  weather,  kept  by  Mi-.  ALai-tin,  the  mei'CuiT  stood  ^]0^  helow 
zero  at  sunset,  and  on  one  day  it  ran  down  as  low  as  ^0"^". 

In  the  spring  following,  1.  T.  Martin,  1].  Yideto,  J.  ^IcGill, 
and  Jolin  Ilipkins  and  family  commenced  a  settlement  in 
Big  Sioux  valley,  in  Plymouth  county,  Iowa.  They  erected 
two  liouses — one  for  Ilipkins  and  family  and  one  for  the 
young  men,  who  kept  "  bachelors'  hall."  Al)out  the  first  of 
Jijly  following  they  laid  out  a  portion  of  their  land  into  a 
town  ,  calling  it  "  Westiield."  wliich  they  regarded  as  the  fu- 
tnre^metro polls  of  the  Big  Sioux  valley  ;  but  in  this  w^e  think 
they  jiave  been  disappointed. 

On)the  last  day  of  the  sanie  month  (July).  ]\rartin,  Yideto, 
McGilJ,  Moody,  with  five  others,  started  on  an  exploring  ex- 
pedition to  the  "  Black  Hills."  They  proceeded  as  far  as  the 
"  Kehopa,"  a  small  tributary  of  the  "  Kunm'ng  Water  "  river, 
when  ij^loody  accidentally  shot  himself  through  the  arm, 
causing^^a  very  dangerous  and  sericuis  wound.  There  being 
no  snrgeon  in  the  company,  and  none  neai-er  than  Ft.  Randal, 
a  distance  of  about  eighty  miles,  the  weather  being  extremely 
warm,  fliey  determined  to  make  ail  ]-)0ssil)le  haste  to  Ft.  Ran- 
dal wirli^  their  wounded  comrade.  Binding  np  his  wounds 
in  the  best  manner  their  circumstances  wonld  permit,  they  set 
out  for  A\e  fort,  traveling  night  and  day,  only  halting  for  a 
short  iii\ie  for  their  jaded  team  to  recruit  their  failing  strength. 
Arriviiig  at  the  fort,  .Moody  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
sui'geons  at  that  post,  who  were  Drs.  j\lagruder  (brother  of 
rebel  Gen.  jNFagruder)  and  Madison,  who  at  once  dressed  his 
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woliiuls,  reiidcrin^!;  him  every  altoiition  in  tlieir  power.  The 
party  now  abandoned  their  journey  andr(;turned  home,  leaving; 
their  wounded  eomrade  at  ihe  I'oit,  where  he  remained  in 
cliaro'o  of  the  surgeons  I'or  two  years,  less  twenty-one  days, 
when  lie  returned  to  the  lionse  of  Martin  &  Co.,  on  the  Jjitr 
Sioux  river,  lie  had  not  fully  I'ecovered, as  he  was  yet  lame  ; 
lie  was  also  ])enniless,  and  an  object  of  charity.  i^Lartin  received 
him  very  cordially  and  made  him  quite  welcome  to  the  hospi- 
talities of''  Jjacheloi's'  Hall."  Moody  remained  there  during 
the  lali  and  winter,  at  the  expense  of  Martin.  On  the  11th  of 
February,  1800,  Martin  left  for  Des  Moines  as  a  delegate  to 
the  Douglas  state  convention,  leaving  Moody  in  charge  of  all 
his  effects,  as  Yideto  and  McGill  had  returned  to  Harbor 
Creek,  Pa.  After  the  adjournment  of  the  convention  i\Iartin 
continued  his  journey  to  Pennsylvania  on  a  visit  to  his  friends. 
Soon  after  arriving  there  he  was  taken  ill,  which  detained 
him  for  some  months. 

Now  for  a  piece  of  base  and  cold-hearted  ingratitude,  as 
the  sequel  will  show.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  spring  follov/- 
ing  Moody  sold  a  quantity  of  grain,  household  furniture,  etc., 
belonging  to  Martin  ;  and  feeling  disgusted,  no  doubt,  with  a 
life  of  celibacy,  and  feeling  fully  competent  to  support  a  ^vife, 
he  resolved  to  take  to  his  bosom  a  companion,  and  as  ''  inen 
were  plenty  and  women  skerse,"  he  determined  to  pur' iiase 
the  heart  and  hand  of  one  of  the  dark-eyed  maidens  \  f  the 
forest,  whose  appreciation  of  the  matrimonial  state,  or  an  alli- 
ance, was  about  commensurate  wdth  his  own.  Accord  ugly, 
he  w^ent  to  the  Yankton  Sioux  agenc}',  in  Dakotah  ten  ■lory, 
where  he  purchased  a  squaw  wife.  Their  honeymoon  did  not 
wax,  but  waned,  for,  after  he  had  lived  with  her  a  short  time, 
he  became  anxious  to  see  more  of  the  far  west,  and,  yielding 
to  the  spirit  of  emigration  that  had  seized  upon  him,  i  e  took 
Martin's  team  (one  yoke  of  oxen),  wagon,  ropes,  chaii^-,  bed- 
ding, provisions,  proceeds  of  property  sold  (not  inve.-ted  in 
squaw),  and  $40  township  funds,  drawn  on  account  of  ^^Tartiu 
as  township  clerk,  with  many  other  goods  not  here  menti>>()cd, 
and  bidding  his  dusky  dulcinea  adieu,  he  left  for  "Pike's 
Peak." 
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Such  \v:is!t,lic  Bliameriil  iii^ja! il iidc  ihiit  .Maj'liii  i-c^'ci v  ^d  IVom 
Olio  wlioiii  Ik;  lor  iiioiitlis  luul  iiiii'scd  and  caicd  loi-  in  adver- 
sity, want,  aud  distress.  AVell  lui^lit  wo  likcu  the  base  in- 
gratitude of  many  lieartlesB  men  unto  the  deadly  ])oihonGus 
8er))ent  who  was  found  l)y  a  kind-heart(,'d  man  in  his  wander- 
ings, chilkid  and  nearly  l'rozc;n  to  death,  who  look  it  up,  car- 
ried it  liome,  and  hiid  it  upon  his  heai-lh,  .and  when  warmed 
into  lilc  it  plunged  its  deadly  fangs  into  the  very  hand  that 
saved  it. 

In  the  fall  of  1858  Plymouth  county  was  organized.  Tlio 
election,  or  organization,  was  held  in  Sioux  C'ity.  A'anolinda 
was  elected  judge,  1.  T.  Martin,  treasurer  and  recorder,  ;ind 
Mr.  Mills,  sherill'.  Judge  Yanolinda  held  his  oilice  on  the 
Floyd  rivei',  in  the  middle  or  eastern  ])art  of  the  county,  while 
Martin  and  Mills  held  theirs  in  the  Big  Sioux  river  valley,  in 
the  extreme  western  portion  of  the  county.  The  same  lall  a 
township  election  was  held  at  Westlield,  when  1.  T.  Martin 
\was  chosen  township  clerk.  There  were  sixteen  votes  cast  at 
ihat  election,  more  than  tor  a  number  of  years  after. 

Westfield  was  abandoned  in  the  spring  of  ISGO,  soon  after 
Mj\rtin's  return  from  the  east,  chiefly  on  account  of  large  se- 
lections or  entries  of  lands  made  in  that  vicinity  by  half-breed 
Indians,  with  half-breed  script,  which  greatly  retarded  the  set- 
tlement. Mr.  Hipkins  and  family  soon  after  leturned  to 
Sioux^Oity.  Mr.  Martin  now  resides  in  Davenport,  Iowa,  and 
is  tlie^  state  agent  of  the  well  known  and  popular  ]N^>rth- 
western  life  insurance  company  of  ]\[iiwaukee,  Wisconsin. 

It  was  in  the  lall  of  1859  (if  I  mistake  not)  that  Barney 
Roney,  an  Irishman,  and  family,  from  Sioux  City,  who  had 
settled  at  a  point  in  the  Sioux  valley,  a  few  miles  south  of 
Westlield,  the  previous  year,  got  into  a  difficulty  with  one 
Brookins,  an  old  sailor,  who  had  taken  a  claim  near  lioney's, 
and  at-  Ihe  time  was  assisting  Roney  in  cleaning  some  wheat. 
Both  of  them  had  been  drinking  freely,  when  an  altercation 
arose  between  them  about  the  division  of  some  wheat,  which 
finally  resulted  in  blows,  when  Broukins  stabbed  Roney  with 
a  pocket-knife,  if  I  mistake  not,  which  soon  resulted  in  the 
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death  of  iioiioy.  I'l'ookiiis  was  at  owc.a  arrc'-)t('(l.  'J'Ikm-o 
bcin^  110  jail  in  I^lymouth  counly,  he  was  brought  to  Sioux 
City  jail,  where  he  I'eiiiained  I'or  some  tiirie  hclbre  his  case 
came  U])  ibr  trial.  Both  ol'  these  men  were  kind  heaited  and 
clever  men  when  sober,  but  wIkui  under  the  influence  of  liq' 
iior  were  rather  boisterous.  J^rookins's  case  came  up  at  the 
fall  term  of  court  for  trial.  The  prosecution  was  conducted 
b}^  How,  of  Dickinson  county,  the  state's  attoj-ney,  assisted  by 
some  able  counsel,  and  the  defense  by  W.  W.  Brook'ins  (now 
one  of  the  associate  judges  of  the  United  States  court  of  Da- 
kota territory),  brother  of  the  prisoner.  The  case  was  tried 
at  Sioux  City,  Judi^e  Ilubbai'd,  presiding.  The  trial  excited 
much  interest.  When  the  case  was  submitted  to  the  jury, 
the}^  were  out  about  twenty-four  hours  before  they  could  agree 
upon  a  verdict.  They  finally  agreed  upon  a  verdict  of  man- 
slaughter. Tlie  prisoner's  counsel  inade  a  motion  for  a  new^ 
trial,  but  the  motion  whb  not  sustained  by  the  coui't.  The 
prisoner  was  sentenced  by  the  court  to  ten  years  (I  think)  hard 
labor  in  the  state's  prison.  Soon  after  the  adjournment  of  court, 
the  authorities  of  Plymouth  county  employed  one  G.  W.  F. 
Sherwin,  of  Cherokee  county,  to  take  the  prisoner  to  Fort 
Madison  and  deliver  him  into  the  hands  of  the  warden  of  the 
state's  prison,  for  which  service  he  was  to  receive  $100.  He, 
however,  managed  to  get  his  pay  in  advance.  Taking  his 
prisoner  he  set  out  on  his  journey,  going  up  the  Floyd  :  iver 
some  eight  or  ten  miles  to  the  house  of  A.  C.  Sheats,  v.  here 
he  stopped  for  the  night.  The  prisoner  was  unshackled,  and 
free  to  walk  about  the  house  at  ])leasure.  Sherwin  manitcsted, 
by  his  actions,  great  confidence  in  the  prisoner's  willingness 
to  accompany  him  to  the  gloon:iy  walls  of  the  prison.  Accord- 
ingly, he  walked  with  Mr.  Sheats  to  tlie  barn,  leaving  I'rook- 
ins  seated  at  a  table  writing  a  letter.  Soon  after  Shcrw  '.iiand 
Sheats  had  left  the  house,  the  ])risoner  got  up,  walked  'o  the 
door,  looked  out,  walked  back  again,  and  resumed  his  writing, 
while  Mrs.  Sheats  set  about  getting  supper, —  when  ak  of  a 
sudden  the  prisoner  concluded  to  travel  alone,  and  set  od?.  on 
II  long  and  lonely  race,  leaving  Sherwin  to  care  for  himself 
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and  without  even  loavini^  his  card  oi-  ]>laco  of  deBliiialion. 
Wlicn  Sherwin  retiiriied  to  the  house  and  toiind  the  )w"i>A»iier 
irjiBsin^;,  ho  hhistered  ahoiit  I'oi-  a  short  lime  in  seareli,  a|)])a)-- 
ently,  oi'  him.  The  search  was  soon  al>an(hjned,  and  Jh'ouk- 
ins  left  to  go  his  way  rejoicinij;  in  his  lihei-ty,  and  no  donht 
feeling  gi-ateihl  toward  his  custodian  for  the  glorious  jjri\'ilege 
of  once  more  enjoying  the  fresh  air  of  heaven,  lie  did  not 
report  himself  to  the  wai\len  of  the  state's  prison,  or  his 
whereahouts  to  the  authorities  of  Plymouth  county,  so  far  as 
known,  hut  it  is  presumed  he  is  again  a  jolly  tar  on  the  liigli 
seas.  His /'cizV//^/'/^/ custodian  resumed  his  journey  the  next 
morning,  with  the  consolation  that  he  at  least  had  made  one 
soul  happy.  Sherwin  continued  his  journey  cast  to  Ilarhor 
Creek,  Penn.,  where  he  has  since  remained,  and  leaving  the 
public  impression  behind  hi'.ii  that  he  had  premeditatedly 
planned  the  escape  of  the  prisoner  after  securing  his  pay 
from  the  county. 

>  In  the  fall  of  1858  the  counties  of  Sioux  and  O'Brien  were 
organized  by  a  band  of  schemers  from  Sioux  Citj-,  who  came 
west  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  raise  in  some  shape.  The 
J^eplus  ultra''''  of  these  sharpers  was  one  J.  W.  Posler,  of 
Carlisle,  Pa.  In  order  to  effect  their  object  under  the  sem- 
blance or  shadow  of  law,  they  employed  men  at  twelve  dollars 
per  month  and  board  to  camp  in  those  counties  thirty  days, 
so  that-'they  might  claim  citizenship  and  elect  the  sharpers  to 
office.  .  At  the  expiration  of  the  time  an  election  was  held, 
and  officers  elected,  all  of  whom,  or  nearly  so,  resided  in 
Sioux  Cvity.  The  hired  voters  were  then  discharged,  and  re- 
turned to  their  homes.  The  election  returns  were  made  to 
the  county  juilge  of  Woodbury  county  (who  was  cognizant  of 
all  the  facts)  and  an  organization  was  granted.  This  being 
accomjilished,  a  system  of  ])lunder  was  commenced  by  levying 
enormous  taxes  on  the  lands  in  the  counties,  a  heavy  school 
and  scliool  house  tax  was  levied  when  there  was  not  a  scholar 
in  the  county  ;  bridge,  road,  and  court  house  taxes  were  levied, 
when  neither  were  built  for  years  after.  This  revenue, —  all 
except' the  state  tax, —  went  into  the  pockets  of  these  land  pi- 
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rates,  and  yet  it  was  not  sufliciunt  to  Ratiate  their  morbid 
Ihirdt  lor  <^ain.  By  an  act  ol'  the  leirishiture,  the  swanij)  lands 
were  donated  to  the  counties  in  which  they  lay.  Jn  the  se- 
lection of  swani])  lands,  tnnch  oi'  the  dryest  and  hest  land  in 
the  county  was  j-eturned  as  swamp  land,  and  as  soon  as  the 
counties  had  secured  their  title  to  them,  they  were  thrown 
upon  the  market  at  })rices  from  twenty-live  to  fifty  cents  per 
acre.  Some  of  the  party  were  delegated  to  go  cast  into  Illi- 
nois, Indiana,  and  Ohio,  and  make  sale  of  these  lands  at  some 
price  —  if  not  for  money,  goods  or  trade  of  some  character. 
The  result  was,  the  agents  soon  returned  with  many  horses, 
wagons,  sewing  machines,  ^.^c,  wdiich  they  bartered  off,  pock- 
eting the  proceeds.  Not  yet  satisfied  with  their  plunder,  they 
issued  several  thousand  dollars  of  county  bonds,  levying  a 
bond  tax  to  meet  the  payment  of  these  bonds.  Some  of  the 
band  were  then  delegated  to  go  to  Chicago  and  elsewhere 
and  dispose  of  tlie  bonds,  many  of  which  w^ere  sold  in  Chicago 
at  a  small  discount,  which  greatly  increased  the  cofiers  of 
these  swindlers,  who  soon  made  independent  fortunes,  and, 
selling  out  their  interest,  they  went  into  the  banking  or  some 
branch  of  mercantile  business,  and  are  now  numbered  an] viig 
the  heaviest  capitalists  of  the  north-west. 

This  system  of  swindling  was  not  confined  to  Sioux  and 
0'J3rien  counties  alone,  but  it  was  carried  on  in  nearly  all  the 
counties  of  JS'orth western  Iowa  that  were  organized  prior  to 
the  year  1859,  as  thousands  of  tax-payers  can  testify.  Suits 
were  instituted  in  the  district  court  against  some  of  the  couu- 
ty  officers,  but  they,  having  the  power  to  manufacture  ci-unty 
warrants,  were  able  to  fee  the  best  attorneys  in  the  county, 
and  by  their  sharp  practice  the  ends  of  justice  were  thwarted. 
An  appeal  was  made  to  the  legislature  for  redress,  and  during 
the  session  of  1860  a  bill  was  presented,  the  ol)iect  of 
which  was  to  investigate  the  official  acts  of  some  <  :' these 
newly  organized  counties;  but  tlie  majority  of  the  m.  jubers 
were  of  the  opinion  tliat  they  could  not  investigate  tiiO  acts 
of  one  county  without  investigating  all  others.  This  was  the 
ground  assumed  —  at  least  by  the  members  from  these  spiiri. 
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ouslj  ori^aiiizcd  counties  —  aixl  the  hill  was  (lefeated.  TIjc 
days  of  shai-perisni  in  those  counties  hax  e  parsed,  \v(;  truf-t, 
and  the  aflUii's  of  these  (tonnties  are  now  niana^^cd  hy  actual 
settlers  who  are  honestly  chosen  by  the  teemin;^  liiindreds  of 
honest  (titizcns  who  are  breaking  the  virizin  soil  of  the  broad 
and  fertile  prairies  that  are  yieldini^,  in  great  abundance,  the 
hixuries  of  life,  and  who  are  not  wrini^ing  their  wealth  from 
the  honest  tax-])ayers,  but  wring  it  f]-oni  the  rich  eartii. 

[to  JiE  CONTIXDKD.] 


LAW  MINISTERS  OF  THE  OLDEN  TIME. 


BY  HAWKINS  TAYLOR,  WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 


On  the  4:th  of  July,  1830,  tlie  territory  of  Wisconsin  was 
oVganized.    Henry  Dodge  was  appointed  governor  ;  Charles 

Dunn,  chief  justice  ;    David  Irwin  and  ,  associate 

justices  ;   Slaughter,  secretary  ;  W.  W.  Cha])inan,  dis- 
trict attorney,  and  Francis  Gelini,  niarshal  of  the  territory. 
Dodge,  Duni),  and  Irwin  were  citizens  of  that  part  of  the  ter- 
ritory east  of  the  Mississippi  river,  and  Chapman  and  Gehm 
of  what  is  now  Iowa, —  Gehm  living  at  Dubuque,  and  Chap- 
man at  Burlington.  At  the  organization  of  the  territory,  the 
only  counties  west  of  the  Mississip})i  were  Dubuque  and  Des 
Moines.,  At  the  session  of  the  legislature,  held  at  Belmont 
that  winter,  there  were  created,  out  of  Dubuque,  the  counties 
of  Jackson,  Clinton,  Scott,  and  Cedar;  and  out  of  Des  Moines, 
the  counties  of  Lee,  Van  I^uren,  Henry,  Slaughter  (\Yashing- 
ton),  Louisa,  and  Muscatine.  David  Irwin  was  assigned  to 
that  pari,  of  the  territory,  and,  in  company  with  Charles  Ma- 
son, went  to  Burlington  in  the  spring  of  IS3T,  and  settled  the 
place  now  occupied  by  Judge  Mason.  Irwin  was  originally 
from  \'irginia,  but  had  been  ap]H)inteu  a  judge  for  the  terri- 
tory of  Michigan,  and  j^resided  in  that  paiT  of  the  territory 
now  AViseonsin.    Judge  Irwin  was  a  man  of  ability,  without 
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tlio  oi'diiiary  vices  ol"  lliuL  (l;iy  ;  lie  decided  promptly  Jtud  cor- 
rectly. Few,  ifjiDy,  licttci- jiidj^eb  e\  er  )H-Crtid('d  in  llijit  din- 
tricl.  lie  was,  and  is,  a  baelieloi-,  now  livini^  in  Texas.  AVliou 
Iowa  was  made  a  lerrilory,  Jrwin  went  l)ack  U)  "Wiscoii.-in  and 
remained  on  the  hencli  ui.lil  JSIJ,  when  he  was  removed  by 
""Gen.  Harrison,  as  Presidcmt,  and  went  to  Texas,  whei-e  be 
has  lived  since;  he  was  a  hai'd  rebel  dining  the  war,  and  is  a 
democrat  now. 

The  first  court  in  Lee  county  was  held  at  Fort  IMadison 
on  the  27th  of  January,  l.So7.  David  Irwin,  judge;  W.  W. 
Chapman,  U.  S,  district  attorney  ;  Francis  Gehm,  marshal; 
Joshua  Owen,  sherilf.  The  judge  appointed  John  If.  Lines 
clerk  of  the  court.  The  grand  jury  at  that  time  wei-e,  Isaac 
Johnson,  John  Gi-egg,  Isaac  Ihiggs,  E.  D.  Ayres,  "AVin.  An- 
derson, Samuel  Mor]-ison,  P.  F.  Jones,  Wm.  Jiichards,  Jlen- 
ry  Hawkins,  George  Herring,  Fiehai-d  Dunn,  Edwin  Guthrie, 
Jesse  Dickey,  G.  E.  Stone,  David  \A'eight,  John  Stephenson, 
George  W.  Ball,  Benjamiii  j]rattain,  Joseph  Skinner,  Garret 
J.  Woods,  John  li.  Shafer,  James  McGlenny,  and  Samuel  V/. 
AVeaver.  The  judge  decided  that  the  jury  was  illegally  sum- 
moned, and  there  was  no  grand  jury  at  that  term,  and  lirtle 
business  done.  " 

August  2Sth,  1S37,  the  second  term  of  court  was  held  — 
the  same  officers  ol"  court  as  at  the  March  term.  S-nnuel 
lioss,  Jesse  Wilson,  F.  P.  Jones,  John  Gregg,  Campbi,/.]  Gil- 
more,  Jesse  O'Xeil,  John  Fox,  Wm.  Tyrell,  Lorenzo  B  iilard, 
Leonard  B.  Barker,  John  G.  Kennedy,  Al)raham  Ilundaker, 
George  Herring,  AYm.  Anderson,  Benjamin  Brattain.  E.  D. 
A3'res,  Henry  Hawkins,  Johnson  J.  Thacris,  John  Stephen- 
son, Aaron  White,  Jos.  Skinner,  Jos.  S.  Douglass,  and  Thos. 
Small,  jr.,  grand  jurors.  E.  D.  Ayres  was  made  foreman  of  the 
grand  jury,  and  Fliilip  Yielc  prosecuting  attorney.  During 
the  term  there  were  about  two  hundred  bills  of  ind)>  tment 
found,  but  they  were  all  demurred  out  of  court,  so  that  lo  con- 
victions followed  the  wholesale  action  of  the  grand  jury.  Of 
the  oliicials  of  these  first  courts.  Chapman,  atrer  beijig  the 
first  delegate  in  congress,  went  to  Oregon,  where  he  no'.v  re- 
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eidcs.  (ieliiii,  (lio  niarslial,  is  dead.  Oweii.-i  \v(;nt.  to  Cjililbr- 
iiin,  wlici'c  I'csides  as  a  r(jf-j.)(;ctal)l(',  <;(Jod  cit)/(.'ii.  I^iiius, 
tlio  clerk,  aWv.v  lioldiiiii;  1  ho  clci-ksliip  of  the  coimtj  for  many 
ycari?,  went  to  Oregon,  wliere  lie  died  in  a  few  years  time, 
Icavinf^  his  family  comlbrlahle  so  far  as  the  thin^^s  of  this 
world  are  concerned.  Of  the  grand  jury,  Gregg,  Briggs,  Ste- 
phenson, Brattain,  White,  and  Koss,  all  went  to  Oregon  ; 
Ayres,  Anderson,  Hawkins,  Jlerring,  Dunn,  Gutlirie,  ^fc- 
Clenny,  Parker,  IJundaker,  Douglass,  Wilson^  Gilmorc;, 
O'iN'eil,  and  Smail,  are  all  dead.  Douglass,  one  of  the  bright- 
est minds  in  the  territory,  was  ])]own  up  on  the  "Moselle  on 
his  return  home  from  tlie  inauguration  of  President  ilari'ison, 
in  tlie  spring  of  IS^l.  He  was  to  have  one  of  the  land  oiiiceh- 
at  Burlington,  and  had  lie  lived,  would  no  doubt  have  been 
one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  territory  and  state.  Others  of  the 
members  may  be  dead.  Stone  is  a  lawyer  at  Council  liluffs, 
and  Wright  still  lives  at  West  Point,  and  is  as  full  of  democ- 
Vacy  now  as  then.  Many  of  the  parties  named  have  changed 
their  politics  several  times  since  1837,  but  not  so  with  David. 
I  think  it  safe  to  say  he  has  talked  more  unadulterated  de- 
mocracy in  the  thirty-four  years  since  the  meeting  of  that 
grand  jury  than  any  other  man  in  the  state.  Capt.  Guthrie, 
one  pf  the  noblest  spirits  that  ever  breathed,  was  killed  in 
Mexico  during  the  Mexican  war.  Guthrie  was  for  njany 
years  a  justice  of  the  peace.  His  first  commission  came  fj-om 
the  governor  of  Michigan  territory,  then  from  Governor 
Dodge,  then  Irom  Governor  Lucas,  but  all  the  time  living  and 
acting ''in  the  village  of  Fort  Madison.  I  never  knew  what 
the  captain's  religious  sentiments  were,  if  he  had  any,  but  he 
drank  no  liquor,  he  did  not  gamble,  he  was  always  polite  and 
manly,  and  moral  courage  itself.  When  trying  a  case,  no 
man  ever  failed  to  get  justice  from  Squire  Guthrie  because 
of  his  poverty  or  unpopularity,  and  no  man  ever  got  more 
than  justice  because  of  his  wealth  or  position  in  society.  He 
hated  slavery,  and  loved  justice  and  freedom.  These  quali- 
ties inade  him  poj)ular  with  all  good  men,  but  the  very  re- 
verse ^with  another  class  that  were  far  too  numerous  at  that 
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(Jiiy,  ;is  well  as  now.  Diit  the  ca])tiiiii  Joved  to  fisli  and 
elioot  above  almost  aii}'  man  that  I.  ever  met, —  and  Sunday 
bein^-  a  leisure  day,  be  too  often  would  slij^  down  inlo  the 
bottom  below  town  with  his  iishin^--rod  or  f;-un,  to  iish  or 
shoot  ducks  or  i)i'airie  chickens.  This  distressed  the  church- 
goin*.;-  people  so  that  at  (iach  time  that  bis  commission  was  to 
be  renewed,  there  \vould  be  rotten  np  a  strong-  i-emon'strance 
against  his  re-appointment,  thai  would  be  signed  by  the  worst 
and  best  classes  of  society,  if  the  whisky-drinking,  gambling 
fraternity,  and  the  zealous  churchmen  are  to  be  taken  as  the 
worst  and  best  of  sc^ciety.  But  tbo  middlemen  always  kept 
the  captain  in  oUice  as  long  as  he  wanted  it.  The  captain 
was  almost  equal  to  Mr.  Lincoln  as  a  joker,  often  telling 
stories  at  his  own  expense.  While  the  captain  was  justice  of 
the  peace  he  also  acted  as  deputy  county  clerk  occasioiially, 
when  the  clerk  was  absent.  One  day  when  the  clerk  was  ab- 
sent a  man  by  the  name  of  Tungate  came  into  the  ofhce,  and 
called  for  a  "  ])air  of  licenses  "  for  a  young  man  by  the  nauae 
of  Mann  and  a  Miss  Brewer.  Guthrie  inquired  into  the  case, 
and  to  make  the  matter  sure,  he  made  Tungate  tile  his  affida- 
vit that  the  parents  of  the  girl  had  given  their  free  consent  to 
the  match,  when  he  issued  the  license  and  promised  to  go 
down  and  marry  the  parties  at  four  or  five  o'clock  that  after- 
noon. Brewer  lived  a  few  miles  below  town.  At  about  4: 
p.  M.  the  squire  took  his  dog  and  gun  and  started  to  the  wed- 
ding, proposing  to  kill  a  few  ducks  on  the  way.  Just  as  iie  got 
to  the  lower  part  of  the  town,  he  saw  Tungate  coming  up  the 
road  in  full  run.  The  squire,  supposing  that  something  had 
happened  to  put  off  the  wedding,  stopped,  but  as  soon  as 
Tungate  got  within  hallooing  distance,  he  cried  out,  Come 
on,  come  on  —  all  right  now  ;  they  have  given  their  con-Dent." 
When  Tungate  got  his  breath  so  that  he  could  ex  )iain,  it 
come  out  that  Brewer  and  his  wife  had  refused  to  i^iv'j.  their 
consent  to  tlie  match,  until  Tungate  produced  the  11*  cnse, 
when  thinking  that  further  opposition  was  useless,  the;,  gave 
their  consent. 

The  jail  in  use  at  that  time  was  a  little  log  house  ou  Elm 
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street,  )iear  the  upper  sqiuire,  beloii^iii^'  to  Jlonry  D.  Davis. 
Davis  was  a  slioemaker,  and  used  the  jail  as  a  sho];,  well 
as  renting  it  to  llic  county.  At  that  tiino  the  two  hai'dest  cases 
in  Fort  J\[adison  wore  Jim  Clark'  and  Joe  i\Iorcli('ad,  both 
big,  rough,  di'unken,  dangerous  fellows,  and  all  the  time  in 
some  sort  ol' a.  scrape,  and  ol'len  in  Jail;  in  tact,  to  be  in  jail 
suited  them  well,  ior  it  gave  them  boaid  at  the  cuiinl'\\s  ex- 
pense, and  they  could  go  in  and  out  as  they  ])leased.  On  one 
occasion  wlien  Moi'ehead  was  boai'ding  at  the  jail,  he  cut  up 
into  all  sorts  of  sha[)OS,  entii'ely  destroying,  the  stocl;  of  leather 
tliat  .Davis  had  on  hand.  The  next  morning,  when  J.)a\is 
went  to  his  jail  shop,  he  ibund  his  leather  entii-ely  destroyed. 
Morehead  showed  him  the  pieces  as  cut  u]),  and  inquired 
what  sort  of  shoes  he  could  make  out  of  them.  But  Davis 
had  no  remedy,  lie  could  not  prove  that  Morehead  had  de- 
"^^•-^^  stroyed  liis  leather,  and  if  he  did,  he  had  no  business  fo  use 
\  the  jail  as  a  shop.  As  before  said.  Squire  Guthi-ie  was  no 
^'favorite  with  the  rowdies.  One  day  Jim  Clark  came  and  de- 
manded a  writ  of  ejectment  against  Joe  Morehead.  Guthrie 
had  committed  CLark  to  jail  for  some  offense,  and  a  few  days 
Later  he  had  committed  Morehead  ;  and  when  the  constable 
put  Morehead  in  Clark  went  out,  and  demanded  of  the  same 
justice  that  had  committed  them  both,  a  writ  of  ejectment 
against  the  new  comer  for  '*  jumping  his  claim,"  a  squatter 
phrase'  of  that  day.  Guthrie  ordered  Clark  off,  telling  him  to 
go  back  to  jail,  where  he  belonged.  Clark  went  off  and  got 
from  one  of  Guthrie's  enemies  the  necessary  fee  for  the  wi-it, 
when  ;he  went  back  and  tendered  the  money  for  the  writ, 
when  the  squire  again  refused  to  issue  the  writ,  and  ordered 
Clark  oft',  when  Clark  stepped  outside  of  the  door,  swearing 
terrible  oaths  and  threatening  what  he  would  do  then  and 
there  if  the  writ  was  not  issued  at  once,  and  for  the  purpose 
of  cai-rying  out  his  threat  he  commenced  unbuttoning  liis 
clotlu  s,  when  the  squire  took  up  a  good  hickory  club,  well  se- 
lected'for  defense  and  the  enforcement  of  the  law,  and  with 
both  hands  belabored  Chu'k  until  he  hallooed  "  niurder," 
"murder."    By  the  time  helj)  came  his  head  was  completely 
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covered  witli  cuts,  hniises,  and  l>lood.  Giitlirie  was  arrcf^ted 
for  nssiuilt  and  l»allery,  jiiid  tnken  oul  five  or  six  miles  for 
trial,  'i'lie  trial  lasted  several  days  and  was  pruseeuted  with 
inucli  bitterness  b}'  the  enemies  of  Guthrie,  and  defended 
with  o-reat  earnestness  by  his  friends.  Squires  J^riir^-s  and 
Ross  tried  the  case.  Jud<;e  Viele  ])rosecuted,  and  Ilenry 
Eno  defended.  The  court  ac<juitted  Guthrie,  decidin^r  that 
the  statute  administered  was  not  i  eco<;-nized  by  all  the  courts, 
but  that  its  applicjition  as  administered,  and  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, was  admissible  and  appro})riate,  and  well  calcu- 
lated to  be  useful.  Guthrie  had  no  further  trouble  with  the 
roughs  —  they  found  out  that  the  "Yankee"  would  fight, 
and  that  fully  satisfied  them. 

April  2d,  1S38,  the  third  and  last  term  of  court  lield  in 
Lee  county  while  a  part  of  the  territory  of  Wisconsin,  was 
commenced 'in  Fort  Madison.  The  same  Judge  and  other 
officers  as  at  the  previous  tei'ins.  The  grand  jurors  were, 
Theophilus  l^ullard,  Jas.  AIcAleny,  Joseph  AVhite,  Abraham 
Ilundaker,  Robert  Herring,  Jas.  T.  Dinwiddie,  Wm.  D. 
Knapp,  Joseph  Woods,  Isaac  Johnson,  Charles  AL.  Jennings, 
John  Granter,  Jesse  Dickey,  Henry  D.  Davis,  John  Gr.gg, 
Jefferson  Chitvvoud,  Wm.  P.  Hongland,  Lewis  Pitmar,  Allred 
F.  Kenneday,  ]>enjamin  Thomas,  and  Hawkins  Taylor.  The 
lawyers  in  attendance  at  that  co'urt  were,  J.  W.  Woods,  Da- 
vid Room,  Henry  Eno,  M.  D.  Bendney,  James  W.  Gi'imes, 
and  Franklin  Perin.  Isaac  Van  Allen,  now  of  Peoria,  111., 
was  admitted  as  a  meml)er  of  the  bar  at  that  court.  At  the 
suggestion  of  Judge  Yiele,  the  prosecuting  attorney,  las.  T. 
Dinwiddie  was  made  foreman  of  the  grand  jury.  Din^.iddie 
was  a  hard  working  blacksmith,  living  a  few  miles  i^elow 
town,  an  honest  man,  a  Kentuckian  by  raining^  a.  man  of 
powerful  will  and  constitution,  a  good  fighter,  and  v.  is  able 
to  manage  a  large  supply  of  whisky,  and  still  wield  the  ;  iedge- 
hammer;  but  when  the  jury  retired  to  the  garret  -A'  the 

Madison  House,"  where  court  was  held,  the  foreman  had 
much  more  than  his  usual  supply.  Maj.  Herring  moved  that 
Hawkins  Taylor  act  as  secretay  for  the  jury.    This  tlu  i<>re- 
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man  took  as  a  direct  insult,  and  (i(!clai-e(l  fliat  ho  c-hiM  do 
all  the  writing  needed  hy  the  jury,"  and  at  once  deni:ind(;d 
that  it' any  one  was  to  ho  indicted,  "hrini^  therji  in."  'J'iie 
first  case  jiresented  was  the  sleand)o.'it  J-Jee.  'J'hc  otrense  wa8 
the  tjdving  oil' the  old  man  Jvellon;f>',  deputy  shei'ifr,  who  had 
gone  on  board  at  Fort  ]\ra(lisnn  to  serve  an  attachment  on  tho 
boat,  wdien  the  ca])tain  cut  his  line  and  backed  out,  and  look 
ofi'the  officer,  carrying  him  down  to  Warsaw,  and  then  onl}' 
running  near  enough  to  the  shore  to  let  the  ollicer  jumj)  oil'. 
]Cellogg  was  a  weakly,  timid,  good  old  man,  AVhen  he  a]>- 
peared  before  the  grand  jury,  the  foreman  took  his  ])t;n  and 
marked  downi  the  case,  and  then  turned  to  the  witness,  and 
with  great  earnestness,  said,  "  Whei-c  is  the  deamhoat  Bee  ?  " 
To  this  the  witness  could  give  no  positive  information,  as  he 
had  not  seen  her  since  tho  previous  fall.  The  forenuln  then 
said  bitterly,  "  If  you  want  the  steamboat  Bee  indicted,  luiiuj 
Jierujp  liere^hring  her  up  here.  She  may  be  gone  to  the  devil, 
or  she  may  be  gone  to  Texas, —  it  you  want  her  indicted, 
hring  her  up  hcre^''  and  at  once  commenced  to  tear  up  tho 
memorandum  that  he  had  made,  saying,  loudly  but  to  himself, 
''No  bill,  no  bill,"  and  then  turned  to  the  witness  and  said, 
"You  may  go;"  and  he  went,  apparently,  with  about  as 
much  feeling  of  relief  as  when  he  escaped  from  the  steamer 
the  fajl  before.  Several  other  cases  were  brought  up  and 
disposed  of  by  the  foreman  in  the  same  summary  manner,  one 
being  a  case  of  James  Fike,  for  an  assault  with  intent  to  kill, 
made  x^n  George  Perkins,  a  peaceable,  good  citizen.  In  this 
case  the  foreman  found  a  true  bill.  The  next  morning  senti- 
nels Avere  ])laced  below  town  to  meet  the  foreman,  and  get 
him  into  the  jur}^  room  betbre  he  had  an  opportunity  to  take 
more  whisky  than  he  could  m;;nage.  The  plan  was  success- 
ful, aiid  after  that  there  was  no  trouble  with  the  foreman. 
But  there  were  many  amusing  incidents  that  took  place  in 
the  jury  room.  Amongst  them,  Ileury  D.  Davis,  who  was  a 
member  of  the  jury,  tried  to  indict  JMorehead,  who  had, 
while, in  jail,  cut  up  and  destro3'ed  his  leather,  for  breaking 
jail.   j.Davis  proved,  by  Isaac  Johnson,  another  juror,  that 
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Morclio;icl  was  in  tlic;  Iiiihil  oC  crawli ri;-;  iiilo  the  jail  at,  nii^ht; 
ill  lad,  that  went  out  and  in  whe  n  ho  wanted  !o.  'Jdiero 
were  about  sixly  hills  I'ound  h)-  this  i^rand  jurw  in(.s<l\-  lor 
gainblinn^.  All  of  the  hills  were  decided,  on  trial,  b)  l)e 
dei"ectiv(!.  I  believe  that  710  si)i(/le  indictment  t'oiiiid  in 
Leo  county  up  to  the  or^-ani/;ition  oi'  Iowa  tcu'ritorv,  was 
sustained  by  the  court  on  li'ial  ;  but  it  was  about  as  well 
as  if  lluiv  h;id  been  i^'ood.  There  was  no  [>enirentiarv 
ill  the  territojy,  aiio  tio  place;  to  keej)  criminals,  and  thcrsc;  in- 
dictments caused  many  to  run  off  to  where  they  had  both 
jails  and  penitentiaries;  and  in  those  days  J  nd<j;e  Lynch  held, 
.court  occasionally.  Li  his  courts  there  was  m^  demurrin;^-  to 
indictments,  and  so  seldom  mistakes  in  liis  rulin<z:s  that  there 
was  a  very  wholesome  dread  amongst  the  worst  class  of  crim- 
inals to  coming  into  that  popular  court. 

TEE  EAELY  BAE  OF  LEE  COUNTY. 


[Tlie  ibllowing  interesting  sketcli  of  a  Court  Scene  in  the  pioneer  flnys 
of  JjCC  county  we  reproduce  from  tlie  JJaih/  CoiiMUaiion,  of  Keokuk,  in 
Miiicli  able  journal  it  ai)pearcil  some  months  ago.] 

The  traveler  tlirougli  Keokuk,  as  lie  views  its  sui>e: b  pri- 
vate and  public  buildings,  and  notices  the  thick  stream  ol' 
human  beings  who  throng  its  sti-eets  and  marts  of  coinmerce, 
can  hardly  realize  that  thirty  years  ago  nearly  all  the  •.■round 
of  Keokuk  was  covered  by  a  dense  growth  of  buslivs  and 
trees,  and  that  tlie  most  important  character  then  of  the  }>lace, 
Unancially  Cuusidered,  was  a  wood  dealer;  one  who  had 
erected  a  log  hut  iiear  the  river,  and  there  kept  a  wo"(i-yard, 
selling  occasionally  a  few  cords  to  the  few  steaujc  -  which 
then  ventured  on  the  waters  of  tlie  upper  JMississipp-i,  Yet 
such  was  the  fact.  The  wood  dealer  referred  to  was  a  Yan- 
kee, who  could  turn  his  hand  occasionally  to  any  ^ort  of 
business  that  would  earn  a  penny;  and  he  had  mami.ed  by 
some  means  to  become  the  owner  of  what  was  called  in  the 
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language  of  tlio.so  days  a  ''blanket  title,"  to  a  jxjilion  of  ijje 
lialf-breed  tract."  That  sort  of  a  title  usually  cost  a  Ijlaiiket, 
paid  to  some  drunken  Indian  or  lialf-bi  eed  ;  and  though  it 
had  merits  sometimes,  jet  usually  was  good  for  nothijig. 

But  to  return  to  our  wood  cutter.  Jfesold  his  blanket  title 
to  the  then  clerk  of  the  district  court  at  Fort  ^ladison,  for 
eight  hundred  dollars,  and  took  his  note  therelor  upon  six 
months  time.  AVhen  })ay  time  an-ived,  the  clerk  j-el'use<l  to 
pay  the  note,  on  the  ground  that  the  title  bought  was  value- 
less, and  the  note  was  obtained  by  the  fraud  of  the  M'ood  cut- 
ter. This  led  to  a  law  suit  in  the  district  court  at  Fort 
Madison,  and  the  wood  dealer  had  J  Ion.  P.  Yiele,  for  his 
attorney,  and  the  clerk  had  I\liiler  and  Gilbraith  (D.  F.  Mil- 
ler and  W.  11.  Gilbraith)  for  his  attorneys.  Charles  Mason 
was  judge,  and  the  case  was  one  of  the  first  issues  sulnnitted 
to  a  jury.  The  evidence  of  the  witnesses  being  coniiicting 
the  trial  w^as  severely  contested.  The  lawyers  of  Lee  county, 
\ho  have  come  here  in  late  years,  can  hardly  realize  with 
wdiat  zeal,  enthusiasm,  and  sometimes  bitterness  of  debate, 
lawyers  fought  over  tlicir  cases  thirty  years  ago.  The  county 
was'^pew,  the  lawyers  were  mostly  young,  and  the  struggle 
was, 'which  among  them  should  be  enabled  to  secure  the  best 
legal  character.    They  were  fighting  for  place  and  reputation. 

But.to  return  to  our  law  suit.  When  the  evidence  was  all 
in,  and  the  case  ready  for  argument  by  the  lawyers.  Miller 
whisj^e'red  to  his  partner,  that  their  client  was  beaten  unless 
plainLif^"'s  attorney  (Yiele)  made  some  mis-step  in  his  argu- 
ment of  the  case.  Gilbraith  took  the  hint,  and  being  possess- 
ed of  excellent  speaking  powers,  especially  in  a  case  of  severe 
criticism,  and  review  of  another's  conduct,  he  pitched  into 
Judge  Y^ele's  conduct  as  attorney  for  plaintiff,  with  severe 
auimadyersion.  Yiele  showed  signs  of  excitement  during 
Gilbraith's  excoriations,  but  husbanded  his  wrath  for  the 
concluding  speecli  which  belonged  to  him.  When  Gilbraith 
had  concluded  his  remarks,  Judge  Yiele  commenced  his  con- 
cluding speech.    His  exordium  was  beautiful  in  language, 

thouirh  terrible  in  the  denunciations  of  the  opposing  counsel; 
j 
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hill,  1k".  was  BO  iniicli  cAciUnl  I)}'  cont i-ovfrs}'  with  iho  lawyciv; 
a<j^ainBl  him,  thai  his  ar<j,iii)ienl;  was  iiior^;  (h'cl.'imal if»ii  tljan 
Bolid  reason  in  i;',  antl  lull  nuich  hc-low  his  iiMial  slandarcl  ;  i'ov 
the  Judi^o  was  usiiall}'  an  ahlc  dchatoi'.  'J'hc  exciting-  char- 
acter of  his  sj)eech,  liowxn  ei-,  tilled  tlu;  c()U)  l  house  with  liear- 
ers  wlio  several  times  cheered  tlie  best  of  his  periods.  Hut 
we  now  come  to  tlie  conclusion  of  the  Judge's  p])eech,  wliich 
thoui^h  touching-  in  sentimenl,  y(-t  as  it,  was  based  in  part  on 
a  mistake  in  fact,  caused  tlie  Judge  the  loss  of  his  case.  The 
Judge  pausing  a  moment,  readied  forward  and  taking  his 
client  (who  was  f  itting  near  him)  by  tlie  hand,  raised  himr.}), 
and  standing  him  before  the  jur}',  s.aid  :  "Here  gentleniea  is 
my  client.  He  is  an  honest  man,  and  his  face  bears  the  im- 
press of  his  honesty.  He  is  a  hard  working  man,  and  his 
hands  show  his  industry  and  his  honest  means  of  a  livelihood. 
He  has  a  wife  and  a  large  family  of  little  children  at  his 
humble  home  in  Keokuk,  dependent  upon  his  daily  sweat 
and  toil."  As  the  Judge  finished  this  period,  his  client  step' 
ped  close  to  him  and  whispered,  that  he  was  not  married. 
But  the  Judge  had  gone  too  far  to  retreat,  and  waiving  his 
hand  to  his  client  indicative  of  a  wish  for  him  to  step  bade, 
said  to  him  in  his  usual  bland  voice,  "Yes,  my  friend,  it  is 
"all  right;  it  will  come  out  right."  He  then  proceeded  vrith 
his  remarks  to  the  jury  as  follows  ;  "  Yes,  gentlemen,  ^v  iiile  I 
am  addressing  you,  demanding  justice  at  your  hands  iV>r  my 
client,  at  this  moment,  the  wife  and  children  of  my  client  are 
standing  at  the  doorway  of  their  humble  cottage  honv?,  with 
eyes  strained  up  the  road  towards  Fort  Madison,  loo]  ingfor 
the  return  of  the  husband  and  father;  and  the  first  words  that 
will  greet  my  client  on  his  return  home,  will  bo  "husl'and," 
"pa,"  "have  the  court  and  jury  at  Fort  Madison  d-^ne  you 
justice?"  These  remarks,  delivered  in  a  sympatho  ic  tone, 
and  with  graceful  gestulations,  were  greeted  with  a  general 
buzz  of  approbation  fi-om  the  audience. 

When  the  jury  retired  to  consider  of  their  verdict,  i;  stood 
on  its  first  vote  eleven  for  p>laintiff,  and  one  for  defei.  lant. 
The  eleven  demanded  of  the  one,  why  he  went  for  defei.  .lant  ? 
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Jle  told  lliem  lie  had  iii1('iid(;(l  to  ;.';o  lor  jdai iit ill' too,  un- 
til lie  had  heard  Jiid<;(j  \'i(dc\s  sy ni|.al hctic  apjical  l"oj-  the 

wile  and  children,"  cV:c.  "  J'\>i',"  said  ho,  "1  ];ii(Av  })lain- 
tifl*  well,  and  he  has  no  wife  n()r  childien,  and  keej>.s  ^bach^ 
in  a  loij^  cabin;  and  as  thai  slalenient,  of  hi.s  laN\  vei-  was  eri'o- 
iieoiis,  1  believe  ilie  wdiole  claim  is  a  fraud."  'i'his .  changed 
about  lialt'of  the  juj-y  ;  and  they  disairi-eed,  and  were'  dis- 
chaj-<;(K].  Ijcfore  the  ne.xt;  term  of  court,  the;  Judge's  client 
committed  some  act  of  "bordei*  warfare,"  somewhat  coirimon 
in  Jowa,  in  those  days,  and  iled  the  counti'y,  and  neither  he 
noi'  his  note  has  since  been  heai-d  of. 

Ah  !  those  were  grand  old  day.s  of  pleasantry  among  law- 
yers of  Iowa.  J3ut  these  resident  lawyers  who  attended  the 
Lee  court  in  those  days,  Judge  Yiele,  A.  Rich,  11.  Eno,  11. 
T.  Kcid,  Ed.  Johnston,  D.  E.  Miller,  W.  11.  Gilbraiih,  of 
Leo  county,  and  M.  E).  Browning,  D.  Eorer,  J.  C.  Hall,  and 
11.  W'.  Starr,  of  Bui'lington,  and  non-resident  attorneys,  wlio, 
'^also,  sometimes  attended  the  Lee  courts,  Cyrus  AValker,  O. 
II.  Browning,  and  A.  Williams,  of  Illinois,  R.  S.  Blanner. 

ha^sset,  of  St.  Louis,  ErancisKey,  of  Baltimore,  and  Wals- 

wo^th,  of  New  York,  wdiat  changes  has  time  made  upon  them  ! 
Sev6ral  of  the  most  eloquent  have  long  since  passed  to  the 
snminer  hind  ;  several  have  retired  from  the  bar,  oppressed 
with  the  weight  of  years  ;  and  those  who  still  linger  on  this 
side  ol"  the  river,  are  whitened  with  the  frosts  of  age.  A  little 
while  yet,  and  the  pioneer  lawyers  of  Iowa,  like  its  "old 
settlor^  "  in  common,  will  belong  exclusively  to  the  history 
of  the;  past;  but  the  niany  anecdotes  of  their  geniality, 
sociability,  and  forensic  displays,  will  survive  them  and  en- 
courage those  who  succeed  them,  to  rival  their  pleasantries, 
virtues, -and  honors. 
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EEPOET  or  OAMPAIGN  AGAINST  MAJOR  GEIIERAL  STERLING 
PRICE,  m  OOTOBER  AND  NOVEMBER,  18G4. 


(Continued  from  pft^'^e  5UG.) 

^^Bking  convinced  cf  their  intention  to  avoid  a  figlit  if  pos- 
sible, I  determined  to  attack  tlieiu  at  once. 

"  The  1st  and  4tli  brigades  were  with  me  in  the  advance. 
I  had  directed  the  2nd  brigade  to  lialt  early  in  the  day  to 
procure  forage  for  their  horses  to  enable  me  to  put  them  in 
the  advance  to  press  the  pursuit  at  night;  consequently  I  did 
not  rely  upon  them  to  participate  in  the  early  part  of  the  en- 
gagement. 

"I  had  supposed  that  General  McKeiPs  brigade  of  Gen- 
eral Pleasanton's  division  was  close  up  in  my  rear,  and  sent 
back  to  hurry  it  forward;  while  the  1st  and  ttth  brigades  of 
the  1st  division  were  quickly  deployed  in  line,  and,  under  the 
cover  of  the  fire  of  the  1st  Colorado  battery  (McLain's)  po-ted 
upon  the  bluffs,  swept  across  the  plain  at  a  gallop  until  w'lhin 
musket  range  of  the  enemy's  line.  Skirmishers  were  rapidly 
deployed,  and  but  a  few  moments  elapsed  until  the  ehgage- 
ment  became  general.  i 

"  I  now  ordered  forward^the  1st  Colorado  battery,  which, 
with  a  section  of  howitzers  attached  to  the  loth  Ivane  is  cav- 
alry and  under  command  of  Sergeant  Patterson  of  :l.e  14th 
Kansas  cavalry,  poured  a  destructive  fire  into  the  v^iemy's 
ranks.  It  soon  became  evident  that  I  was'  engaging  all  the 
available  force  of  Price's  army,  wdiich  outnumbered  I'-e  more 
than  eight  to  one.  Their  superiority  of  numbers  cabling 
them  to  press  upon  ray  flanks  with  a  large  force,  comp  :  lled  me 
to  fall  back  about  five  hundred  yards  from  my  fir  t,  line, 
which  was  done  in  good  order,  and  the  line  re-formei\  in  the 
face  of  a  terrificHire.  The  enemy  pressed  forward  th  ::r  cen^ 
tre,  but  were  promptly  checked  by  the  canister  from  {..2  first 
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Colorado  l)aUcry.  It  was  now  near  sun-down,  and  my  coui- 
mand  had  bcon  engaged  nearly  two  hoin"H  and  their  anininni- 
tion  was  nearly  exhausted,  while  a  hyge  I'urce  of'llie  enemy 
was  passing  under  cover  of  a  corn  lield  around  my  leftllank, 
and  rny  force  being  too  small  to  extend  my  line  in  that  direc- 
tion, I  was  about  to  direct  my  line  to  fall  back  and  take  position 
on  the  blufT,  when  very  unexpectedly  (he  brigade  of  General 
Sanborn,  of  General  Pleasanton's  command  cameu]).  I  imme- 
diately ]">laced  them  in  position  on  m.y  left,  directing  General 
Sanborn  to  dismount  his  men  and  advance  through  the  cr)rn 
field,  which  was  promptly  executed,  repulsing  the  Hanking 
column  of  the  enemy,  who  now  abandoned  the  field  and 
retreated  rapidly  under  cover  of  the  night  in  the  direction  of 
Pineville,  leaving  their  dead  and  wounded  in  our  hands." 

The  General  especially  names  Col.  Ford,  Lieut.  Col.  Iloyt, 
Major  Ketner,  of  16th  Kansas,  Captain  W.  D.  McLain,  of  the 
Colorado  battery,  Lieut.  J.  B.  Pond,  3rd  Wisconsin  cavalry, 
^nd  Sergeant  George  Patterson,  of  the  14th  Kansas,  who 
deserve  the  high  commendations  he  bestows  upon  them. 

General  Sanborn's  report  was  made  to  General  Pleasanton 
and  published  some  time  ago.  It  does  not  materially  differ 
from)  the  foregoing,  and  hardly  does  himself  justice  for 
gallantry  on  this  occasion. 

Lieut.  Col.  Hoyt  commanded  the  1st  brigade,  Kansas  and 
Wisconsin  troops  who,  behaved  as  usual,  in  the  most  gallant 
manuei^  Col.  Ford  commanded  the  2nd  brigade  and  reports 
conccuiing  the  battle  as  follows:  — 

"From  this  time  (after  leaving  Fort  Scott  on  the  morning 
ofthei^Gth)  until  the  afternoon  of  the  2Sth  we  continued 
marching  night  and  day,  with  but  short  halts  and  small  feeds, 
following  at  all  times  the  trail  of  the  enemy.  About  10  o'clock 
A.  M.,  my  brigade  being  in  advance,  we  discovered  the  enemy's 
rear  in  the  edge  of  the  woods  north  of  Shoal  Creek.  I  sent  two 
companies  of  the  16th  Kansas  cavalry  into  the  woods  as  skirm- 
ishers, who  soon  reported  that  the  }>:irty  was  about  200  strong, 
and  retreating  fast.  I  then  pre;^^ed  rapidly  forward,  and 
upon  reaching  Granby  ascertained  that  they  had  just  passed 
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llirou<;li  <'i.nd  that  JVicct's  whole  army  was  doubtless  at  Ncw- 
toiiia,  dislaiice  live  miles.  The  advance  soon  reported  that 
the  enemy's  train  was'in  sight  and  but  few  men  visible.  1 
hurried  forward  at  a  gallop,;  and  when  within  two  miles  of 
the  town  saw  the  rear  of  the  rebel  train  entering  the  woods 
beyond  town  on  the  Cassvillo  road.  The  battei7  was  Immedi- 
ately planted  on  the  bluffs  and  commenced  tlirowing  sliell, 
wliile  the  10th  Kansas  cavalry  and  2nd  Colorado  cavalry  were 
formed  into  two  lines  and  ordered  to  charge  down  towards 
the  enemy's  train,  the  charge  being  led  by  the  Major  Gen- 
eral commanding  the  1st  division,  in  person.  We  advanced 
at  a  rapid  gallop  with  skirmislies  in  front  until  we  came  upon 
the  main  body  of  the  enem}^,  wdio  was  formed  three  lines  deep 
and  the  frontline  dismounted.  The  action  was  commenced  in 
earnest,  and  for  three  hours  with  less  than  nine  hundred  men 
(my  brigade  consisting  of  less  than  six  hundred),  we  con- 
tended with  the  enemy  of  ten  times  our  number  and  closed 
the  day  by  driving  him  from  the  field,  leaving  his  dead  and 
wounded  in  our  hands.  Durin^T:  the  hottest  of  the  eng-ase- 
ment  the  enemy  threw  a  large  body  of  men  upon  our  left, 
their  fire  telling  fearfully  upon  our  small  Ibrce  ;  but  the  left, 
commanded  by  Major  Ketner  (commanding  IGth  Iv;  nsas 
cavalry)  never  moved  or  llinched,  but  answered  shot  for  jliot. 
The  brigade  remained  on  the  held  until  nine  o'clock  P.  M., 
when  it  went  into  camp  in  the  town  of  i^ewtonia.  " 

"Major  C.  S.  Chariot,  my  Ass't  Adj't  General,  aske  1  leave 
to  keep  with  the  advance  an  the  2Sth,  and  he  thus  briefly^ 
reports  his  observations  and  gallant  participation  in  the 
battle : \ 

*'We  crossed  Spring  River  and  reached  Carthage,  Mo. 
before  daylight  on  the  2Sth,  and  halted  the  command  for  rest 
and  feed  three  hours,  when  the  column  was  again  ir.  motion. 
Eiding  forward,  I  reached  the  front  at  11:30  at  Diamond 
Grove,  where  the  enemy,  with  their  train  was  in  plai:-  sight. 
General  Blunt  came  up  immediately  and  ordered  an  a-  vance. 
We  had  overtaken  Major  McKenny,  bearer  of  a  Hag  oi  rruce, 
but  the  flag  was  ordered  back,  and  Major  McKenny,  ukiug 
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lys  escort,  advanced  ao-ainf^l  tlie  enuniy  as  skirmlFliers.  Col. 
Ford's  brigade,  Major  Ketner  ol'IOrh  Kansas  cavalry,  in  tlie 
advance,  went  i'orward  and  messengers  wei'e  sent  to  tlie  rear 
by  Genei-al  Jilunt  to  hurry  forward  the  wbole  ct>nHiiand. 
The  enemy  ret)'(>ated  ra]»idly  out^  of  sl;jlit,  but  at  Newtonia 
the  advance  under  Col.  Ford  came  upon  them  again.  General 
Blunt  came  up  immediately  (about  ?>  o'clock)  and  ordered  a 
charge  which  was  made  by  the  i2nd  Colorado  and  IfJth  Kan- 
sas, the  General  leading  in  person;  i^LcLain's  battery  opening 
on  the  enemy  at  the  same  time,  supported  by  the  15th  Kan- 
sas under  Lieut.  Col.  Hoyt.  This  deployed  their  whole  line, 
which  now  threatened  to  tui'n  both  our  right  and  left  tianks. 
Orders  were  sent  back  to  McNeil,  who  was  BU|)posed  to  bo 
in  our  immediate  rear,  and  to  Moonlight  who  had  not- 
yet  come  up,  but  both  these  commands  had  been  halted  to 
feed,  and  did  not  reach  the  ground  in  time  to  take  part  in  the 
^  action.  With  the  2nd  Colorado,  15th  and  16th  Kansas,  all 
'^together  less  than  1000  men,  we  fought  the  whole  of  Shelby's 
division,  and  had  succeeded  in  driving  them  in  the  centre  of 
their  line  when  General  Sanborn  unexpectedly  arrived,  and 
rapidly  forming  on  the  left,  charged  the  enemy's  right,  and 
our  victory  was  complete.  Night  coming  on  pursuit  was  im- 
possible and  the  command  returned  to  Newtonia,  where  the 
remaii^ider  of  our  column  had  already  arrived  and  gone  into 
camp.V 

Unfortunate  Orders  and  Consequent  Delay. 

"  Closing  the  day  at  Newtonia,  the  2Sth  October,  with  a  com- 
plete repulse  of  the  enemy,  I  gave  orders  for  a  renewal  of 
the  pursuit  at  three  o'clock  next  morning.  Price  beiiig  hard 
pressed^  had  paroled  the  prisoners  whom  I  had  sought  to 
secure  by  Major  McKenny's  dispatches,  and  they,  with  the 
slightly  wounded  were  sent  back  to  the  rear.  I  sent  you  the 
followiDg  dispatch :  — 
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NicwTOKiA,  Mo.,  Oc.iohov  L>8th,  8  o'clod:  y.  m.,  1  801. 

Major  General  Tlallccl\  Clucf  of  Staff : — 

"AVe  came  up  to  t}iC3  oneiiiy  at  this  place  this  evening  and 
General  Blunt  in  advance  iinniediately  eniiaf^ed  liiin.  Gen- 
eral Sanborn  with  his  command  soon  joined  the  advance,  and 
the  rebels  were  again  routed  v>'itli  heavy  loss.  They  now 
run  towards  Cassville,  where  I  shall  continue  after  three 
hours  rest. 

"  S.  R.  Cuirris,  Major  General.'''* 

Everytliing  now  promised  a  conipU^te  success  in  view  of 
our  proximity  to  the  enemy,  his  exhausted  condition,  and 
his  disastrous  defeat.  He  was  still  in  a  fruitful  section  of 
Missouri,  but  by  pressing  him  another  day  or  two  he  would 
have  no  time  to  collect  supplies,  and  would  reach  the  devast- 
ed,  destitute  region  of  Arkansas  without  provisions,  and  inust 
surrender  or  starve.  Meantime  I  had  arranged  idr  light  ra- 
tions to  follow  me  from  Fort  tScott  by  night  and  day,  fast 
drives,  in  wagons  half  loaded.  The  capture  of  Price's  army 
in  the  Ozark  or  Boston  mountains,  which  were  between  us 
and  the  xlrkansas  river,  seemed  to  me  inevitable.  But  ae  the 
troops  were  commencing  the  march  on  the  morning  of  the 
29th  October,  General  McXeil  in  advance,  I  received  the 
following  dispatch  :  —  4 

i 

"Fort  Scott,  October  2Tth,,  lS6i. 

Major  General  Ciirtis^  Commanding  Dep^t  of  Karisos  : — 

"  General  : — Major  General  Rosecrans  has  just  telei^  aphcd 
me  instructions  from  Warrensburg  to  send  Generals  Sanborn 
and  McNeil  to  their  respective  districts  at  Springfic'd  and 
Rolla,  and  to  conduct  the  remaining  brigades  with  :]ie  ca]> 
tured  prisoners  and  property  of  this  command  to  AVarr  ^isburg. 
I  shall  therefore  start  to-morrow  morning  to  execute  these 
orders.  * 
"  Very  respectfully  your  ob't  servant, 

"  A.  Pleasantox,  Major  Gena  -  V 
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Geno)-als  Sanborn  and  J\[cXc'il  received  corre.-j<onc]iij;^ 
orders  by  the  same  niessent^er,  and  ijuniedialely  i)rej)aref]  to 
carry  tljeni  out,  hjaving  only  the  shattered  remainder  of  (ien- 
ei'al  ]>lunt's  division,  less  than  a  thousand  strong-,  I'or  me  to 
dispose  of.  I  was  astonished  and  sorely  disapj)<>inted.  'Jliese 
orders  evidently  grew  out  of  a  niisunderstanding  ol"  my  ability 
to  overtake  the  enemy,  as  I  had  done  at  Xewtonia.  I  have 
since  seen  a  telegraphic  communication  dated  on  the  2Gth  or 
27th  October,  sent  by  General  Tleasanton  from  Fort  Scott  to 
General  Resecrans,  representing  our  successes  on  the  25th  as 
a  complete  destruction  of  Price's  forces,  and  holding  out  the 
idea  that  pursuit  beyond  Fort  Scott  was  needless.  AVhether 
before  or  after  the  date  of  General  Pleasanton's  assurance  to 
me  of  hearty  co-operation,  these  orders  were  in  conflict  with 
my  hopes  and  expectations,  arising  from  his  letter  to  me  of  the 
27th,  and  very  unfortunate  in  view  of  the  further  pursuit 
ordered  this  very  day  (October  2Sth,  but  not  yet  rect^ived)  by 
Hhe  Lieut.  General.  But  there  seemed  no  i-emedy  in  my  reach. 

Newtonia  I  was  sixty  or  eighty  miles  from  telegraphic 
communications,  and  could  not  get  explanations  to  General 
Roaecrans  in  time  to  arrest  the  retiring  of  his  forces,  which 
Gen^eral  Sanborn  informed  me  he  would  immediately  com- 
mence. I  telegraphed  you  some  of  my  ill  humor  as  fol- 
lows 1 — 

>  Newtonia,  October  29th,  1864:. 

'^^  Major  General  Halleck^  Chief  of  Sta^ : — 

After  our  victory  last  night,  I  started  the  troops  at  3  o'clock 
this  A.  1*1.  in  further  pui'suit  of  Price,  G  eneral  McKeil  in  ad- 
vance,^  when  orders  from  General  Posecrans  through  General 
Pleasanton  were  received,  taking  General  McXeil  to  Rolla 
and  G  onpral  Sanborn  to  Springfield,  and  otherwise  disposing 
of  all  of  their  troops,  including  my  prisoners,  who  have  re- 
mained^in  the  rear.  I  am  left  with  only  the  fragment  of  my 
own  regular  volunteers,  not  exceeding  one  thousand,  fit  for 
duty,  and  deeming  it  improper  to  continue  a  pursuit  in  an- 
other department,  suspended  by  its  proper  commander,  I  shall 
retura  by  slow  marches  to  my  own  department  command. 

}  "  S.  R.  Curtis,  Major  GeneralP 
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"  Neosho,  Ootober  3011),  1801. 

"Having  telegraphed  you  at  KewLonia,  and  j)rovid(;d  as 
well  as  I  conld  for  the  wounded  Union  and  rchel  soldiers  Oiat 
could  not  be  brought  away,  I  moved  with  iny  little  I'emaining 
force  to  Neosho,  a  homeward  movement  of  twelve  miles. 
Believing  our  cam])aign  concluded,  we  sought  and  secured 
comfortable  lodgings  and  food,  which  we  all  much  needed  ; 
but  at  midnight  I  was  much  and  agreeably  surprised  by  a  mes- 
senger bringing  your  dis])alclies  of  the  2Sth,  the  most  import- 
ant of  which  was  as  follows  :  — 

"Washington,  October  2Sth,  IStM-. 
"  Majo7'  General  Owtis  :  — 

"Lieutenant  General  Grant  desires  that  Price  be  pursued 
to  the  Arkansas  river,  or  at  least  until  he  encounters  General 
Steele  or  General  Reynolds. 

"H.  W.  Halleck,  Chief  of  .Staff:' 
This  dispatch  clearly  overruled  General  Roseci-ans's  order  f 
of  the  27th,  received  by  me  at  Newtonia  twenty-two  hours 
before,  and  justified  my  immediate  exertions  to  re-call  the 
troops  of  General  Eosecrans  to  the  pursuit.  Calling  up  my 
officers  I  immediately  directed  orders,  such  as  the  followiiig, 
-^-to  be  sent  instanter  by  couriers  to  each  of  the  retiring  biig- 
ades.  f 

"  Head-Quaiiteus  Aumy  or  the  Boeder,  /  ) 
"In  the  field,  Neosho,  Oct.  30,  1864.  f 

"  Dispatches  just  received  from  Lieut.  General  Grant  re- 
quire me  to  continue  the  pursuit  of  Price  to  the  Arkansas 
river.  ^ 

"  You  will  therefore  proceed,  forthwith,  to  Cassville,  I  y  the 
nearest  and  best  route,  reporting  to  me  at  that  place. 

"  This  countermands  all  orders  received  by  you  fro  ii  Gen- 
erals liosecrans  and  Pleasanton,  concerning  a  retrogadL-  :nove- 
ment. 

"  Very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

"  s!  R.  CuKTis,  2Iajor  GenenJ/' 
These  were  sent  to  Brig.  General  Sanborn,  Brig.  General 
McNeil,  Colonel  Phillips,  Lieut.  Colonel  Benteen.  \ 
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I  also  tclo^i-ajdied  General  Kosccrans,  as  follows:  — 

ili:Ai)-Q,i:Airri:Ks  Ami V  or  tjiI':  I>oKi>i:ii,  ) 
"In  the  iieJd,  Xoosho,  Oct.  :^(),  1  a.  m.,  Ibd-K  f 

2Iaj()r  General  Ro^^ecrans  :  — 

"All  order  just  received  from  Lieut.  General  Grant,  di- 
recting the  pursuit  of  Price  to  be  continued  to  the  Arkansas 
river,  seems  to  conflict  with  your  order  directin<(  the  troops 
of  General  Pleasauton  to  their  several  districts,  1  have  there- 
fore, ordered  your  troops  to  resume  the  pursuit,  su])poj^ing  it 
will  meet  with  your  approbation  as  there  are  no  other  troops 
sufficient  to  cai-ry  out  the  purpose  of  the  Lieut.  General  corn- 
man  din  2;. 

"  Since  my  militia  have  left  me  your  portion  of  the  com- 
mand has  been  much  the  greatest,  and  I  have  expected  your 
arrival  to  assume  the  responsibilities  of  the  movement  against 
Price. 

"  S.  K.  CuKTis,  Major  General!'^ 
I  also  telegraphed  you,  as  follows  :  — 

\  "Head-Quarters  Army  of  the  Border,  j_ 

"  ISTeosiio,  Missouri,  1  o'clock  a.  m.,  Oct.  30,  IStU.  ) 

"  Major  Gen.  Ilalloch,  Ch  ief  of  Staffs  Wash  ingtoji^  D.  C:  — 

"Your  dispatch  informing  me  of  the  wishes  of  Lieut.  Gen- 
eral Grant,  to  pursue  Price  to  the  Arkansas  river  is  just  re- 
ceived. 

"  I  sent  curlers  with  orders  to  this  eflect  directed  to  the 
sevei^il  brigade  commanders  of  the  troops  of  General  Pose- 
cranSj/'who  had  abandoned  the  pursuit  by  his  orders.  I 
will  proceed  with  my  own  force  towards  Cassville,  hoping  to 
concentrate  sufficient  troops  at  that  point  to  resume  the  pur- 
suit. 

y  "  S.  P.  Curtis,  2Iajor  General 

Before  leaving  Neosho,  on  the  oOth,  I  also  sent  the  follow- 
ing more  extended  report,  which  was  dispatched  by  telegraph 
from 'Fort  Scott,  Xov.  1st.  Tliese  dispatches  are  set  out  in 
this  report  to  make  me  properly  responsible  foi-  my  share  of 
the  inHuences  that  led  to  the  action  of  the  Lieut.  General  and 
yourself: — 
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^' 11i!:ad-Ql'aktkks  Ai:mv  OF  Tin:  JJokdkk,  ) 
'^Nkosho,  Miss(»uri,  Oct.  30,  1864.  f 

"  Majoi'  Gen.  JJallcclx^  'W<ishinrjto)i^  J).  (J:  — 

"I  desire  the  Lieut.  General  to  understand  that,  from  the 
comnionceinent  of  the  etl'ort  in  tliis  caini)aign,  1  hg,ve  had  to 
occupy  a  debatable  jiosil.ion  as  to  my  authority  over  troops, 
while  a  necessity  ])ressed  nie  ibrward. 

"  The  militia  cavil  about  goini;  across  state  lines,  and  Gen- 
eral Roseci-ans's  commanders,  except  one  or  two,  ever  since 
we  formed  a  junction,  expressed  a  conviction  that  they  had 
done  enoug'h,  and  ur<;ed,  with  much  truth,  their  long  march 
and  general  destitution  as  the  reason  lor  delay.  1  used  argu- 
ments, expostulation,  and  orders,  till  we  fought  at  Chariot, 
opposite  Fort  Scott.  Here  General  Pleasanton,  without  con- 
sulting me,  flanked  oft  most  of  his  force  and  insisted  that 
further  pursuit  was  needless.  1  did  not  know  where  General 
llosecrans's  head-quarters  were,  for  lie  had  been  shifting  them 
fifty  or  sixt}''  miles  in  the  rear,  and  matters  required  imme- 
diate action.  I  therefore  inlbrmed  General  Pleasanton  that 
1  assumed  the  responsibilities  and  must  exercise  the  prerog- 
atives of  rank,  and  direct  him  to  resume  the  pursuit.  , 

"To  this  he  yielded  and  ordered  his  brigade  to  join  me. 
They  w^ere  in  full  march  when  General  Blunt  overtoc  i-:  the 
eilemy  at  Newtonia,  and  General  Sanborn's  brigade  came  up 
in  time  to  secure  a  victory,  where  we  had  only  been  able  to 
hold  our  own  for  two  hours,  with  considerable  loss;;'n  both 
sides.  ( 

"The  pursuit  was  resumed,  when  the  order  of  General 
Kosecrans  came,  directing  hi>  troops  to  their  several  district 
locations,  and  they  immediately  commenced  to  carry  cut  that 
order.  * 

"  This  left  only  my  department  volunteers  who  had  borne 
the  brunt  of  the  last  battle,  and  Avere  sadly  reduced  ^'n  num- 
bers, not  exceeding  one  thousand  efl'ective  men.  ]\Jv  milita 
had  left  me  at  Fort  Scott,  supposing,  very  reasoual;  that 
the  united  regular  volunteers  were  enough  to  pursu..  Price. 
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J  saw  no  alternative  juk),  with  niortilicalioii,  relurncd  IVoui 
tlie  i-etreat iiiL!,-  I'oe. 

Tiolli  (ienerals,  KosL'crftns  and  Plcasanton,  were  a  liun- 
di-ed  niiles  in  my  rear,  and  it  seemed  imi^ossible  to  con-ect 
tliis  mistake.  I  am  sure  they  would  not  have  witlidi-awn 
their  troo]).s  if  tliey  had  bei.'U  pixsent,  both  supposing  I  could 
not  again  overtake  Price. 

"I  had  faHen  back  twelve  miles,  to  this  place,  wheji  J  re- 
ceived youi"  dispatch  infoi'ming  me  tli:it  '  tho  Lieut.  General 
desires  that  Price  should  be  pursued  to  the  Arkansas,'  and  I 
immediately  issued  orders  announcing  this  to  all  the  tro()])S, 
directing  them  to  returji  by  the  shortest  lines  to  the  pursuii. 

*'I  still  occupy  a  debatable  position  and  liave  telegi-aphed 
General  Posecrans  my  desire  that,  as  a  large  majority  of  tlie 
troops  are  his,  he  should  come  and  assume  command. 

"The  necessity  of  pushing  Price's  force  beyond  the  Arkan- 
^sas  is  so  obvious  I  have  not  hesitated  to  disregard*  de[)art- 
iaeut  lines,  and  act  only  in  view  of  results  which  involve  the 
safety  of  our  little  garrisons  in  front  and  the  future  peace  of 
the,, inhabitants  of  Missouri,  Kansas,  and  Arkansas.  I  was 
not  \yell  wdien  I  started,  and  have  been  eighteen  days  with- 
out changing  my  clothes,  but  I  am  now  well  and  willing  to 
do  alt  in  my  power  to  execute  the  wishes  of  the  Lieut.  Gen- 
eral, and  only  fear  that  conflicts,  or  doubts,  in  relation^ to 
orders  may  embarrass  my  movements. 

"  Price  is  now  entering  a  mountainous  country,  very  des- 
titute 0^^  supplies,  and  his  men  are  actually  tailing  dead  of 
starvation  in  his  rear.  They  hang  together  under  the  im- 
pression that  we  kill  all  prisoners,  a  falsehood  well  calculated 
to  retain  his  force  intact.  He  still  has  three  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, and-^  his  numbers  are  very  great.  He  has  destroyed 
most  o!"  bis  train  and  is  very  destitute,  but  all  of  his  men  be- 
ing mounted,  he  continues  to  make  rapid  progress  which  can 
only  be  overcome  by  extraordinary  efforts  on  the  part  of  our 
troo]!^^.) 

"  The  delay  occasioned  b}^  General  Rosecrans's  orders  will 
be  CMiiivalent  to  thirty-six  hours,  but  it  is  partially  compen- 
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Bated  by  a  little  rest  and  food,  whicli  wo  were  uualjlci  to  j-ro- 
ciii'e  in  this  vicinity. 

must  Kay,  in  conclusion,  that  I  desire  to  avoid  all  I'e- 
proachful  imputations  a^i^ainst  Generals  Rosecrans  and  Pleas- 
anton,  who  have  acted,  no  doubt,  upon  their  best  judgment 
as  thino'B  are  seen  at  their  stand  })oint.  J  must  award  to 
General  Pleasanton  hi^h  commendations  for  liis  skill  and 
gallantry  in  the  field.  I  do  nut  mean  to  dei)reciate  others  of 
wliom  1  shall  speak  in  my  ])i'op(3r  re])ort,  and  who  liave  not 
only  been  o;allant  in  niany  iields,  but  are  constantly  willini^ 
to  aid  me,  to  the  utmost  of  human  endurance,  to  carry  out 
what  I  consider  a  con)})lete  I'csult  of  this  campaign. 
"  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

^'  S.  11.  CuKTis,  2rajor  General?'' 

The  foregoing  corres})ondence  shows  all  the  facts,  in  my 
possession,  concerning  the  withdrawal  of  forces  from  the' 
pursuit  of  Price.  But  for  the  presence  of  our  united  troops 
the  people  of  south-west  Atissouri  \vere  overpowered  ami 
Price  had  everything,  including  the  ap])i-oa(;hing  electic'iit-, 
his  own  way,  just  as  he  had  them  ISGJ,  when  he  contrc.-led 
the  state  of  Missouri  in  this  same  vicinity.  l]esi des,  tlivre 
were  the  posts  of  1^ ayetteville,  Fort  Gibson,  and  Fort  IS;jith 
below,  near  and  on  the  Arkansas  where  we  had  a  vast  aniount 
of  public  stores  and  several  thousands  of  our  comrade  ^  vvho 
wei'e  at  the  mercy  of  l^rice's  starving,  stealin.g  hordes. 

I  had,  as  subsequently  directed  by  you,  sent  a  disprirch  to 
General  Thayer,  Fort  Smith,  from  Fort  Scott,  dated  Oc  .  •2Grh, 
informing  hifn  that  1  was  "  trying  to  continue  the  pursuit  till 
his  force  is  entirely  destroyed  or  beyond  your  ])OSt,''  :.!id  in 
every  point  of  view  it  seemed  necessary  to  press  tlr:  (  nomy 
beyond  these  posts.  Your  dispatch  of  the  2Sth,  inform  :n£r  uk^ 
of  the  wishes  of  the  Lieut.  General,  that  the  enemy  -liquid 
be  pursued  be3^ond  the  Arkansas,  was  singularly  ap;  i-ecia- 
tive  of  all  this  ;  the  only  misfortune  is,  that  it  did  uot^arrive 
twenty  hours  sooner.  ^ 

An  honest  diilerenee  of  opinion  existed,  as  shown  :>\  w 
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dispatch  BOiit  by  General  riea^anton  to  General  Rosecraiis, 
from  Fort  Scott  on  the  20th  or  27t]i,  and  alpf^,  by  a  communi- 
cation emanating  from  General  Sanborn,  which  is  as  fol- 
lows :  — 

Head-Quakteks  Distkict  South-Western  Mo.,  ) 

SPKINGFIEL73,  Mo.,  Nov.  12th,  JS(J4:.  f 

"  Mo/jor  General  Pleasanton,  :  — 

"1  have  just  returned  from  Cassville  and  will  forward  my 
official  report  of  the  campaign,  in  a  few  dr>ys. 

"  No  one  has  fired  a  shot  at  the  eneni}^  since  the  battle  of 
Ncwtonia,  where  the  enemy  gained  great  advantage  uver 
Blunt  at  first,  but  my  command  got  in  in  time  to  turn  the  ene- 
my's right,  and  the  tide  of  things. 

"  The  enemy  lost  very  largely  in  men  and  horses  in  North- 
ern Arkansas  and  the  border.  My  idea  was,  and  is  now, 
when  we  get  him  below  Newtonia  and  the  region  of  grain, 
mills,  and  cattle,  we  should  not  crowd  him  any  more,  but 
rather  make  an  effort  to  hold  him  in  this  land  of  starvation 
as  we  would  a  garrison  out  of  supplies,  until  his  army  broke 
up  and  divided.  Deserters  were  very  numerous  while  Price 
was  in  this  section,  but  I  have  seen  more  since  he  was  push- 
ed off  towards  his  supplies. 

My  own  view  is,  that  all  the  efforts  of  General  Curtis  to 
drive  the  enemy. —  and  they  have  been  great,  and  entitle  him 
to  credit, —  have  been  to  our  detriment  and  the  enemy-s  advan- 
tage, for  I  believe  onedialf  of  his  army  would  have  deserted 
north  of  the  Arkansas,  had  it  not  been  for  fear  of  the  pursu- 
ing foe,  and  the  pursuit  has  been  expensive  ;  but  the  enemy 
has  suffered  badly  and  all  should  be  satisfied  I  suppose. 

"  My -.dispatches  from  General  Thayer  indicate  that  the 
troops  on  the  Arkansas  will  not  attack  Price. 

Jon^r  B.  Sanborn,  JBrig.  General  GommandingP 

General  Sanborn  commanded  the  district  about  Fort  Scott 
and  Newtonia,  where  Price's  forces  were  foraging  and  burn- 
ing, iind  murdering;  and  if  not  driven  out  would  also  have 
returned  on  my  department  with  his  marauding  bands  of 
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^ueiTi'llas,  l)ii8li  wljackci's,  and  "  dcscrlorb,"  wjiicli  1  desired 
to  iuive  as  far  from  my  lines  as  Texas. 

IJaving  now  proinuli^ated  yoiii-  order  bo  as  to  bring  the 
forces  Lack  to  tlie  pursuit,  I  immediately  relurncd  to  TSew- 
tonia,  and  on  llie  next  day,  Oct.  olst,  I  nK)ved  tov.-ai-ds  Ca.-s- 
ville,  as  far  as  Gadfly,  where  I  ascei-lained  that  Trice  had 
moved,  with  his  main  Ibix-e,  toward  rinevillc,  and  resumed 
his  position  on  wlmt  is  known  as  the  slate  line]{>ad.  1  there- 
fore tui-ned  due  soulli  niul  camped  Dear  Xeitsville,  makiuo; 
short  marches  to  allow  my  exj^ecled  reinforcemcuis'  to  come 
up. 

On  the  iriornino;  of  Nov.  1st,  Lieut.  Colonel  Eentecn  joined 
me  at  the  I'uins  ot  Keitsvilh.'  v^-iiji  liis  lii-ifrade,  ahout  one  thou- 
sand eight  liniidred  strong.  This  force  was  composed  of  por- 
tions of  the  lOtli  Missoui-i,  3d  and  4t]i  Iowa  cavah-y,  and  some 
Indiana  cavab-y.  all  vetei-nn  volunteers,  many  of  whom  had 
served  with  me  in  my  cam])aign  of  1802  through  this  same 
country,  and  shared  in  the  glory  of  our  struggles  at  Keitsville, 
Cross  Timber,  Sugar  Creek,  and  Pea  Eidge.  Tliis  brigade 
was  the  best  equipped,  disciplined,  and  ccmmanded  force  in 
the  field,  and  I  now  had  al)out  tl^ree  thousand  men,  witli  ef- 
ficient artillery  also,  so  arranged  by  doubling  teams  ;;s  to 
move  with  the  usual  speed  of  cavalry  forces.  I  moved  i'or- 
ward  and  camped  near  Pea  Eidge,  Arkansas,  v;liere,  as  I 
telegraphed  you,  I  expected  McNeil  would  overtake  mo. 

This  force  not  arriving,  I  remained  the  2d,  during  v.iiicli 
period  I  received  a  reinforcement  of  fifty  men  fron  Cass- 
ville,  forwarded  by  Major  Melton,  who  commanded  tL-;  ]>ost. 
I  also  ascertained  that  my  couriers  sent  to  Generals  3.IcNeil 
and  Sanborn  did  not  overtake  them  till  they  were  lioar 
Springfield,  and  being  near  they  had  gone  to  get  ^'■Ui;plies, 
etc.  Still  I  ho])ed  they  would  overtake  me,  but  detvrmined 
to  proceed  and  press  the  ibe  with  my  three  thousand  ■;:ainst 
their  boasted  thirty  thousand.  I  sent  prisoners,  takei.  .^ii  the 
road,  to  General  Eosecrans  Avith  the  following  note :  — 
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"  IIkad-Qh Ain  i;i;s  Akmv  of  twi:  ) 
^'Jn  the  field,  eiuiij)  iieur         Jud.i^e,  .\rk.,  Xuv.  2(J,  JSfM,  )' 

3/qjoj'  General  Jlo^ccran^  :  — 

UiKlerstancIin*;- tliat  yoii  liave  ordered  most  of  oiii- })rls- 
oiiers  to  St.  J.ouis,  1  send  you  those  taken  since.  J  liave 
waited  tlie  return  oi'sonie  more  of  your  troops  for  the  })urRuit 
of  Price,  but  will  ])roceed  cautiously  v.'ith  what  I  liave,  liop- 
ing  to  deter  the  enemy  Irom  hesicgini';  and  takin<;  the  ])Osts 
ill  Wcstej'Ji  Arkansas,  and  to  I'id  the  country  ot"  Pi'ice's  des- 
perate hordes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  General,  youi-  obedient  servant, 
"  8.  R.  CuK'Jis,  Major  General?^ 

After  distributin<:;-  a  few  rations  that  overtook  us  in  a  ter- 
rible storm  of  j-ain  and  snow,  I  moved  forwaixl  on  the  3d, 
camping-  at  night  near  Cross  Hollows.  During  the  day  Col- 
onel Benteen  received  an  order  from  General  Rosccrans  di- 
recting him  to  re])ort  to  Genei'al  Sanborn,  at  Cassville,  trans- 
mitted through  General  Sanborn  at  Springfield,  on  tlie  2d. 

This  order  was  subsequently  explained,  as  having  been  is- 
sued^ on  the  supposition  that  I  was  still  at,  or  near,  Cassville, 
and  on  the  supposition  that  it  was  so  issued,  I  ordered  Lieut. 
Colonel  Benteen  to  continue  with  me,  reporting  my  conduct 
to  General  liosecrans  and  to  yourself.  My  report  to  yo\i  is 
as  follows :  — 

,  "  Ckoss  Hollows,  Xov.  3d,  lS6-f. 

"  Majof  General  II.  A.  Ilalltcl'^  Was/iinf/lon,  D.  C :  — 

General  Thayer,  at  Fort  Scott,  and  Colonel  Harrison,  at 
Fayetteville,  send  me  dispatches  urging  me  forward  to  save 
them  frojrn  Price.  Three  days  unremitting  rain  and  snow 
detain  me,  but  I  hope  my  advance  will  reach  Fayetteville  to- 
night. Price's  forces  were  yesterday  on  two  sides  of  that 
place,  i)ut  were  not  attacking  our  troo])s.  General  Posecrans, 
at  Ji'ilerson  City,  yesterday,  and  General  Sanborn,  at  Spring- 
field, to-day,  ordered  Coloiud  J^enteen's  l)rigade  to  report  at 
Cassville.    This  is  a  material  ])art  of  my  force,  and  I  cannot 
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l)cllc\(;  tlK!Sc'  C)flic(!)-s  would  einljai'i-ii.ss  my  ojj(;r.'ilioi)8 

were  tlioy  accjuaijitcd  witli  llio  circunistanees.  1  Jiope,  llic-re- 
Ibre,  my  older  to  Colonel  Ijenteen  will  receive  your  apj^rowil 
and  that  of  (Jeneral  Jtosecnins. 

"  Your  dispalcl)  informinL;'  me  that  (Jeneral  Il<'Seerans  is 
ordered  to  i^ursue  1^-ice  lo  the  Arkansas,  does  not,  as  1  sup- 
pose, relieve  mc  from  concurrent  duty  implied  by  youj-  for- 
mer dispatcli,  expressing. to  me  the  desire  of  tlie  Lieut.  Gen- 
eral. 

"  S.  U.  CuKTiB,  Major  General?' 

[to  be  CONTINUE)).] 


EDITORIAL  l^TOTES. 

 Mr.  C.  Cjiilds,  of  Dubuque,  one  of  llie  most  competent  persons  in  the 

state  for  the  task,  proposes  to  write  mul  publisli  a  "  History  of  Iowa  News- 
papers," and  by  his  suggestions  has  set  half  the  papers  of  Iowa  to  publish- 
ing their  autobiographies,  ilr.  Cliilds  is  a  pioneer  newspaper  man  of  Du- 
buque, and  is  constantly  giving  tiie  readers  of  one  or  the  other  of  tin-  i-.vo 
excellent  daily  journals  of  his  city  valuable  historical  sketches,  and ';;:is 
-promised  to  furnish  an  occasional  article  tor  the  Annals  of  Iowa,  .'lis 
papers,  "  Names  of  Iowa  Newspat)crs,"  and  "Corrections  of  Indian  lll-.o- 
ry,"  the  first  of  which  was  published  in  the  Dubuque  llerald,  and  the  st  c- 
ond  in  the  Times  of  the  same  city,  have  been  widely  copied  by  the  I')wa 
press,  and  Avould  find  a  place  in  the  Annaes  but  for  the  pre-engagcnv  iit  of 
our  pages  for  original  contributions. 

 Mil.  E.  Booth,  editor  of  the  Anamosa  Exrekd,  \\\\o  writes '  ^.-t'.er 

than  he  talks,  and  wliom  we  gladl}-  wcdcome  as  a  collaborator,  bc^i  i  >  ids 
PvCminiscences  of  Twenty-seven  Years  Ago,"  printed  in  the  ])resent  \i\\m- 
ber,  is  under  veibal  bonds  to  us  to  furnish  a  ])aper  for  our  next  'Jie 
preliminary  steps  taken  to  organize  the  "  Iowa  Institution  for  '!ie  Duaf 
and  Dumb."  It  cannot  fail  of  interest,  since,  aside  from  the  curio-ity  that 
all  benevolent  readers  will  have  to  know  the  particulars  of  the  in  -y^tion 
of  that  noble  and  well  administered  state  institution,  it  promises  .  -  trv-at 
coiucidently  of  such  illustrious  personages  as  the  late  John  C.  Calhoun, 

 "Notes  on  tlie  Early  History  of  Pottawattamie  County,"  the  ilrst 

part  of  which,  published  in  the  April  Annals,  was  so  well  received,  v.  ill 
be  continued  in  the  October  iuiml)er. 
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 AVi':  luivc  a  shoil  pajK-r  on  "  Old  Soldiers,"  Croiii  a  forin.'i-  roiitrilni- 

tor,  F.  Snyder,  e.sc|.  (lalcly  a  resident  of  [own,  but  now  livin.LC  in  Nodaway 
county,  .Missouri),  wliieh  will  appear  in  the  iiexl  issue,  but  is  crowded  out 
of  this. 

 Tiijo  earl}'  settlers  of  L)ubu(iue,  at  a  late  nleetin;,^  ])assed  resolutions 

looking  to  the  erection  of  a  monunient  and  the  pnl)lieali«»n  of  memorial 
sketches  of  the  lives  of  tiie  late  Joim  King  and  ^V'illiaul  Carey^Jones,  the 
lirst  editors,  and  Andrew  Kecsccker,  the  first  comi)ojitor,  of  the  I)nbu([uc 
Viaitor,  svhich  was  the  lirst  newspaper  publi>hed  in  Iowa,  its  initial  num- 
ber luiving  been  issued  .May  Hth,  IS'^G.  At  the  iame  meeting  a  citi/en  of 
Dubuque  ollered  to  d()]iate  a  suitable  lot  in  Linwood  Cemetery  for  the 
proposed  monument. 

 The  Ann>((d  of  ike  Joica  Af/ricnlturol  College  for  1871  is  a  nice  i)ani- 

phlcl  ol'one  liundred  and  twenty-five  pages,  well  printed  by  .Mills  6c  Co., 
of  !~)es  !?»loines,  and  (;nil)ollIshed  with  a  good  engraving  of  the  main  college 
building.  The  Annual  contnins  the  names  of  the  professors,  t  ators,  and 
oflicers  of  the  college,  and  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  together  vrith  those  of 
the  two  hundred  and  eighteen  students,  male  and  female,  who  were  en- 
rolled in  its  classes  last  year.  It  also  gives  a  complete  but  concise  history 
of  tlie  organization  of  the  institution,  the  texts  of  the  act.^  of  congress 
making  donations  of  lands  for  its  support,  the  several  laws  of  the  general 
J  assembly  of  Iowa,  touching  its  government  or  making  ai)propriations  of 
money  to  it,  a  complete  exhibit  of  the  funds  received  and  how  expended, 
and  the  full  proceedings  of  its  Board  of  Trustees,  which  look  as  if  its 
managers  were  not  ashamed  of  tlicir  dt^ings,  and  is  in  direct  and  ])leasiug 
c>vatrast  with  the  dark-lantern  ways  of  the  regents  of  the  Stale  University, 
whose  mimites  never  see  the  light  of  official  publication.  Any  one  who 
wants  to  know  all  about  the  Iowa  Agricultural  College,  predestined  to  be 
the  greatest  educational  institution  of  tiie  state,  for  the  reason  that  it  was 
born  of  modern  wants,  and  not  modelled  after  the  educalional  necessities 
of  the  middle  ages,  aims  to  promote  and  elevate  the  chiefest  and  best  occu- 
patioi^of  our  people, —  the  tillage  of  the  soil, — and  does  not  alie-mpt  to  im- 
part knowledge  which  it  has  not  and  can  not  have  the  facilities  for  illus- 
trating, siiould  send  to  the  secretary  of  tlie  ficulty,  Charles  E.  Bessey, 
Ames,  Stor}'  county,  Iowa,  for  a  copy  of  this  pamphlet. 

 We  have  had  it  in  mind  for  a  long  time  to  make  a  full  and  gener- 
ous notice  of  that  worthy  and  able  educational  periodical,  the  Itnra  ."^rhool 
J(5 ','/•/.•';,  but  as  tlie  last  number  published  has  failed  to  reach  our  desk,  w^e 
defer  saying  more  at  present  than  that  the  numbers  we  have  examined 
give  :ibundant  evidence  of  hard  work,  watchful  care,  scliolarship,  and 
superior  tact  and  talent  on  tlie  part  of  its  editorial  managers,  and  that  a 
practical  Iowa  school  tcnicher  has  no  more  business  to  be  without  his 
School  Journal  than  a  minister  in  the  pulpit  would  to  be  without  his  Bible. 
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[Continued  from  p;i{;c  o80.] 


THE  CONSTITUTION  OF  IOWA,  AND  TILE  FlUST  STATE  LEGISLATURE. 

The  legislatni'e,  \vliich  met  on  the  first  of  Deeernlier,  1845, 
passed  no  act  until  after  the  lirst  of  tiie  following  February. 
The  late  depression  in  business  had  been  felt  all  over  the 
country,  and  thousands  had  been  reduced  from  opulence  to 
poverty  and  want.  Many,  who  had  married  laro-e  fortunes, 
had  not  only  lost  their  own  property,  but  the  means  obtained 
by  their  wives  had  been  taken  to  the  last  cent  to  i)ay  the  debts 
of  their  misfortunes,  and  their  wives  an.d  families  left  penni- 
less. A  great  many  persons  of  this  character  came  to  Iowa 
for  the  purpose  of  retrieving  their  fortunes.  Owing  to  the?e 
circumstances,  woman's  lights  was  a  popular  question,  and 
this  legislature,  for  the  first  time  in  Iowa,  passed  an  act  con- 
cerning the  rights  of  married  women.  This  act  provided  that 
if  any  married  woman  "  became  seized  or  possessed  of  any 
real  estate  in  her  own  name,  and  as  of  her  own  property," 
unless  she  obtained  it  through  her  husband,  it  "  should  in  no 
case  be  liable  for  the  debts  of  her  husband." 
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There  wnn  an  act  pas.scul  atHhis  sc-ysion  (loliiiinL';  the  hoiind- 
aried  of  the  couiilies  of  Wayne,  J.iicas,  Wan-uii,  Polk,  Mar- 
shall, JaBpei',  i^l^^O'i  J'OoiK!,  I)all:i>.  .Madisoi),  (Jlarl<,  and  De- 
catur; also  acts  making-  [)rovisions  tor  (jr^';aniziiii^  the  conn- 
ties  ol*  Appanoose,  lienton,  da.sper,  and  Polk  —  the  hist  three 
to  be  organi;ced,  and  iiuve  nil  the  pi  ivile^jes  of  olhei*  or/ranizcd 
counties,  after  the  fuKt  of  the  connnu;  J\fa)'ch,  and  the  lii'St 
after  the  first  ot'the  next  August. 

Ikit  the  most  ini[)orlant  nieasure  of  that  session  was  a  law 
providing  for  a  conx  ention  for  the  ]>U]-pose  of  rnaking  anolluu" 
constitution.  The  hiw  provided  that  the  convention  should 
consist  of  tliirty-two  rnendjcrs — oidv  al'out  one-liall"  of  the 
number  composing  the  lirst  com'ention.  Tlie  delegates  were 
to  be  citizens  of  the  United  States,  to  liave  resided  six  nionths 
in  the  territoiy  previous  to  the  time  of  their  flection,  to  be 
elected  at  the  April  election,  and  meet  at  Iowa  City  on  the 
first  Monday  of  the  next  May.  The  constitution,  when 
formed,  was  to  be  submitted  to  the  vote  of  the  ]>cople  at  tlie 
next  August  election,  for  their  rejection  or  ratiiicaiion  ;  and, 
if  ratified,  it  was  then  to  be  sent  to  congress,  to  be  admitted 
into  the  Union  as  a  sovereign  state.  This  constitution  varied, 
in  some  respects,  very  materially  from  the  first  ccuistitution, 
"particularly  on  banking. 

Sometimes  small  things  produce  great  results.  Such  was 
probably  the  case  in  forming  tins  constitution.  Yer  Plan^v 
Yan  xVntwerp,  soon  after  his  difiiculty  with  Oainbiidge,  sold 
out  his  interest  in  77ie  Iowa  Cdpital  ReporU  r  to  Jesse  Wil- 
liams, and  being  disaffected  towards  the  democracy  of  Iowa, 
left  the  territory  and  went  to  St.  Louis,  where  he  started  a 
paper  to  advocate  the  claims  of  Thonjas  11.  Benton  for  a  re- 
election to  the  United  States  senate.  He  conducted  this 
paper  until  after  there  was  a  change  in  the  administration  of 
the  general  government,  by  James  K.  Polk  succeeding  John 
Tyler.  Finding  his  paper  at  St.  Louis  a  losing  concern,  and 
having  devoted  himself  zealously  in  securing  Benton's  elec- 
tion to  the  senate,  and  relying  on  his  friendship  and  influence, 
he  was  an  applicant  for  an  oilico  under  the  new  administra- 
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tioM.  He  fii-Kt  soii'Hit  ;i  loi-ci;';n  niissio  i,  then  to  h'i  conii/iib- 
Rio'ier  ol'  tli(5  i!;c'iioi';il  liiixl  oincv.^  hiil  failed  to  <^(tt  citlior. 
Jlo  was  oflcrcfl  llu;  ]^ositioii  ol'  i-ccci vci-  in  tlie  huni  oflice  at 
Fnirfield,  wliicli  lie  tor)l;,  fxnvc,  up  his  })a])C;i-,  moved  h.'ielc  to 
Iowa,  and  aspired  to  he  the  leadei-  of  the  democratic  J^nrty. 
Soon  aflei"  the  hill  anthorizin<;-  another  (convention  h.'id  he- 
come  a  law,  Van  Antv/c^rp  got  up  a  convention  ol' the  demo- 
crats of  eJefl'erHon  county, .  before  which,  at  his  own  instance, 
lie  inti'oduced  a  series  of  resolutions,  laying  down  tlie  pro- 
visions that  should  be  incor|)orated  into  the  constitution."^ 


*  The  loHowin;:,' aro  the  roiHolntioiis:  — 

Ifc^olvr/.i,  TliftI  the  fo!h)\vint;  jirovisiou';  (in  substanco)  oui^ht,  in  tho  opinion  of  this 
mectinp;,  to  bo  adopted  as  part  of  thci  c•on^;tit^ition  of  the  t^liitc  of  Iowa,  by  the  convention 
which  wil]  a.sS'e:iil>!n  at  Iowa  City  on  tlic  first  Mondjiy  of  May  next;  to-wit:  — 

1.  No  religious  tent  to  l/c  re<jiiired  a  qiuilificat inn  for  hcldini',  ofiice,  or  fornnyotlier 
purpose,  under  any  pretense  wliatovrr. 

2.  'I  he  ri^ht  of  puifrafit;  to  be  inadf'  aa  broail  and  oniprehcnsivo  ns  it  is  in  any  of  the 
states  that  now  compose  tlic  Union  '  except  that  necnoes  8hall  never  vote),  and  to  em- 
braco  perFOUt?  not  yet  citizens  of  the.  Uniied  iitatct?,  but  wlio  have  tleclured  tlieir  inten- 
tion to  become  nuch,  have  r»>>ideil  in  the  stale  for  a  year  ihcrcatler,  and  possess  the 
other  qualificfllions  required  of  citi/.i'iis. 

3.  All  elections  to  be  by  ballot,  except  those  by  the  leu'iiplaturo ;  the  latter  to  be  viv-a 
voce,  and  the  vote  of  each  menil)pr  to  i)0  entered  upon  tlie  record. 

4.  No  bank  or  other  institution  ever  to  bo  created  by  the  lei^islature  with  the  power  of 
ispuingits  own  notes,  or  the  notes  of  any  other  banic,  i)ubiio  in8titutit)n,  or  private  indi- 
viduait»,  nnd  a  further  prohibition  against  the  is-suin.:,  by  a  .y  individual  or  individuals, 
of  all  billr,  eiieeks,  promissory  notvs,  or  oilier  pajier.  to  circulate  as  money. 

(").  Monopolies,  being  contrary  to  the  !j;cnius  of  a  free  uoveniinent.  and  dangerous  to 
the  rights  of  the  iieop'c,  never  to  !)e  .uHowimI.  .A  total  j)rohibition,  therefore,  to  be 
made  against  the  i)a.ssttgc  by  tlie  legislature  of  any  si)ccial  net  of  incorporation  for  any 
purpose  whatever;  but  that  body  to  be  left  to  enaot  genera!  laws  under  which  associa- 
tions for  literary,  religious,  and  otlier  purposes  may  be  formed  and  regulated,  every 
member  of  such  associatiou  to  be  held  individually  liable  for  all  claims  against  the  body 
of  winch  he  is  n  member. 

G.  The  election  of  ever\-  ofticer  (including  jud'^es  of  the  supreme  and  circuit  courts) 
that  can  be  conveniently  chosen  by  tb.e  people,  to  be  given  to  them. 

7.  The  credit  of  t  iie  state  never  to  be  loaucd  to  any  man,  or  sot  of  men,  for  .'^ny  pur- 
pose whatsoever;  and  tlie  provisions  against  the  oreatiiigof  a  state  debt,  enaet.^d  by  the 
convention  which  assembled  at  toua  Cily  in  October,  1^-1!,  to  bo  sub~!antially  adopted. 

8.  The  legislature  not  to  assi'uihb^  oftcncr  than  once  in  two  year^,  unles-  called  to- 
gether in  roi.'t'ss  by  proclamation  of  the  governor:  ai'id  that  never  to  be  done  for  liglit 
and  trivial  causes,  but  only  in  (\ise  cf  iircssing  emeru'oney. 

9.  The  per  div'in  ci'mpen-ai  ion  of  nu'inbers  of  the  legislature  not  to  exceed  three  dol- 
lar.'? per  day  for  the  lirst  sixly  davs  Irorn  the  commcncemeiu  of  the  t^ession.  If  they  con- 
tinue in  ses.^ion  Ionizer  than  that,  they  shall  receive  no  compensation  for  it. 

lU.    No  iniprisjument  for  debt  to  be  allowed. 

11.  No  lottery  to  ])e  authori;u'd,  and  the  sale  of  lotter}' tickets  in  Iowa  lobe  prohib- 
ited. 

12.  No  liivorce  to  bo  granted  by  the  legisUuure. 
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Tlio  convention  war.  I'lilly  iiMondcd,  ;in(l  tlio  rosohil ion.s 
with  but  <)j)p(i~ii.io)),  (.'X('C|)(  tli<>.-o  in  rt.'ln!i<»n  1<>  CMipoi-a- 

tiunt-..     Al'tor  V^ii;  /vntwcrp  vqu'I  Iii.s  rcsolntinns,  it  was 

d<;cidoJ  (()         tijxMi  ouch  rc^-.'.)liiti()n  separately. 

The  I'onrth  sect.inn  (i-ehilive  to  hankinu)  ha\ini^^  hcsen  ;i<!;aiM 
read,  (/harles  iNcfiUS  moved  to  amend  the  same  hy  mhling 
tliei-elo  the  words  "  unless  a  hill  to  chr.rlei*  a  l;ank  shall  iirst 
liave  I'een  pnssed  hy  the  voles  ol'  two-thirds  of  the  niend»ers 
of  the  K';.;ishitni'e,  and  afterwards  suhmittcd  to  tlie  people  for 
theii-  conlirniaiion  or  rejection."  On  this  motion  a  spirited 
and  [)i'o!racti'.il  dcbatt^  arose,  in  wliich  Oharle.s  Ncij^ir^.  S:ini- 
uol  ShuiHeton,  (xeori»;e  Acheson,  \V"iilia!n  li.  Lyons,  W .  E. 
Graff,  and  Van  Aniwer[)  participated —  Xei^us  and  Acheson 
sustaining  the  motion,  and  the  others  O])])osing  it.  This 
amendment  was  voted  down,  with  but  three  dissenting;  votes  ; 
and  all  toe  resolutions,  as  offered,  were  adopted  by  the  same 
vote.  These  resolutions,  witli  the  proceedinn:s  of  the  meet- 
ing, were  published  in  the  democratic  papers  throughout  the 
territory. 

For  the  purpose  of  sustaining  the  provisions  of  his  reso- 
lutions, Van  Antwerp  was  anxious  to  be  a  delegate  to  the 
convention,  and  offered  himself  as  a  candidate,  but  failed  to 


13.  No  law  po.^sed  by  the  legislature  to  embrace  more  than  one  object,  and  that  to  be 
distinctly  stated  in  the.  title. 

14.  The  duration  of  nil  ot^ices  not  fixed  by  the  constitution  never  to  exceed  four 
years. 

15.  The  sessions  of  neither  house  of  the  legislature  to  be  held  with  closed  doors,  ex- 
cept in  time  of  war. 

IG.  The  most  liberal  provisions  \o  be  made,  for  the  cause  of  education,  and  especially 
for  the  increase  and  cnconracreinent  of  coininou  schools. 

17.  Every  person  to  be  disqualiiK-d  from  lioldini:  ollice  in  Iowa  who  5hall  have  been 
convicted  of  having  <riven  or  oiTered  a  bribe  lo  secure  his  election  or  appointment. 

18.  All  civil  ofliocrs  lo  be  required  to  reside  within  the  si.-ue,  and  all  di?trict  or  county 
officers?,  with  tlieir  ollices,  at  such  phice  tliercni  as  may  be  required  by  law. 

19.  The  extcii'^idn  of  our  territory  to  the  IMissor.ri  river  as  the  western  botmdary  of 
the  Btate  to  bo  adliered  to,  and  made  a  smr  qua  non  to  our  admission  into  tlie  Tniou. 

20.  And,  lastly,  provision  shall  be  expressly  made  that,  as  a  true  ba-i?  of  representa- 
tion, a  new  census  of  the  {-.eopb'  slmll  bo  lalv.'O  prior  to  the  iir>t  elcetii.n  under  a  state 
government;  ami,  furtbor.  that  the  (-onsf itution, -iicr  havi!i>>been  -submitted  to  comrress' 
if  altered  t)y  ihat  body,  eithf^r  in  re.u'aril  to  tin-  bouiHi.arics  of  tue  »tate  or  any  other  essen- 
tial parti(Mil;ir,  sliall  not  go  into  elbiei  iiule*-  first  raliiird  by  ttievotc  of  h  majority  of  the 
qualilicd  electors  of  the  territory,  at  an  eleeiion  to  be  Rubsequently  held. 
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be  oleclod.  Tliouo-1i  linviii';-  no  i-ii'-lit  to  ]);ii-ticipale  in  the 
proceed in<^.^  ol'tlie  conxriition,  i'(;M-in!.:  lii  \  [;;u-ticu];irly 
on  tlie  l);uil<ii)ii;  (]ii(\^ti(>ii.  iniL!;lil  not  he  adopled,  he  attended 
as  a  lohby  mendx'.r  durini';  the  wliok;  session  ;  and  tli(;  result 
was,  most  of  the  ])ro\•i^ions  of"  his  resolutions  wci-e  incorj)0]*- 
ated  into  the  constitution.  And  thus  the  con  vent  if>njield  in 
Jefferson  county  had  much  to  do  in  shapin:;  the  destinies  (>{' 
Iowa. 

The  delegates  met  at  Iowa  City  on  the  fourth  of  May,  and 
organized  their  hody  by  electing  Enos  Lowe  president  {ind 
William  Thompson  secretary;  ami  closed  thulr  laljors  on  the 
seventeenth  of  the  same  month,  having  been  in  session  a  lit- 
tle over  two  weeks. 

The  only  questions  which  elicited  much  debate,  and  met 
with  strong  opposition,  were  the  boundary  and  tliat  portion  of 
the  constitution  in  relation  to  coi-porations.  The  boundary, 
after  being  fully  discussed,  was  settled  by  adopting  the  bound- 
aries of  the  lirst  constitution,  except  on  the  iiorth  and  noi'th- 
west.  The  parallel  of  forty-three  degrees  and  thirty  minutes 
north  latitude  was  made  the  uorthern  boundary  of  the  state, 
and  instead  of  starting  in  the  uorth-west,  from  the  juouth  of 
the  Sioux  river,  "thence  in  a  direct  Hue  to  the  middle  of  the 
main  channel  of  the  St.  Peter's  river,  where  the  TTatonwan 
enters  the  same,"  it  ran  up  the  main  channel  of  the  Sioux 
until  it  reached  the  parallel  of  the  northern  boundary. 

Curtis  Bates,  a  democrat  from  Johnson  county,  as  chairman 
of  the  committee  on  corporations,  made  the  following  re- 
port :  — 

"1.  JS'o  corporate  body  shall  be  hereafter  created,  renewed, 
or  extended,  with  banking  or  discounting  privileges. 

"2.  The  stockholders  in  all  private  corporations,  except 
corporations  for  the  purpose  of  education,  charity,  or  religion, 
shall  be  responsible  in  their  individual  and  private  capaeitv 
for  all  debts  and  liabilities  of  every  kind  incurred  by  such 
corporation. 

"3.  The  legislature  have  the  power  to  amend  or  repeal  all 
laws  creating  private  incorporations." 
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J.  Scott  Jlichinan,  of  j\f nsc.'itiji(3  county,  moved  to  aniond 
by  striking  out  the  socoiul  and  third  scctioiiR,  and  irih(;rtin^: 

"  WiiiCK'iOAH,  All  sov(M'oi<:nity  reside^  in  tli(!  ])eoj)le,  and  tlio 
creating  of  a  cor})()rato  body  is  one  of  the  liio;]ie5;t  acts  uf  sov- 
ereignty, tlierefore  this  convention  concludes  that  tlie  people 
have  tlie  I'ighi,  through  their  ]-e]>resentativeB,  to  gi-ant  s-ucli 
corporate  privileges  as  may  be  deemed  conducive  to  the  ])ub- 
]ic  g0(Kl." 

Sliepherd  Leflier,  of  J)es  j\[oir]es  county,  moved  to  amend 
tlie  amendnient  by  adding  the  followiiig:  — 

"  Or  the  right  to  prohibit  tliem  altogether,  through  this 
convention,  their  representatives,  if  the  people  should  deem 
such  prohibition  for  the  public  good.'' 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to,  but  the  amendment  of 
Richmau,  as  amended  by  Leflier,  A\'aB  defeated. 

Bates  moved  to  amend  the  report  by  striking  out  the  iirst 
and  second  sections,  and  inserting  :  — 

*'  1.  No  corporate  body  shall  hereafter  be  created,  renewed, 
or  extended  with  the  privilege  of  making,  issuing,  or  putting 
in  circulation  any  bill,  check,  ticket,  certificate,  promissor}^ 
note,  or  otlier  paper,  or  paj)ers  of  any  bank,  to  circulate  as 
money. 

"  2.  Corporations  shall  not  be  created  in  this  state  l>y  spe- 
cial laws,  except  for  political  or  municipal  purposes  :  but  the 
legislature  shall  provide,  by  general  laws,  for  the  organization 
of  all  other  corporations,  except  corporations  with  banking  or 
discounting  privileges,  the  creation  of  which  is  prohibited. 
The  stockholders  shall  be  subject  to  such  liabilities  and  restric- 
tions as  shall  be  provided  by  law." 

John  Ronalds,  of  Louisa  county,  moved  to  amend  the  first 
section  of  Bates's  amendment  l)y  adding  the  following:  — 

"  Unless  the  law  creating  sucb  corporate  body,  or  renew- 
ing or  extending  its  privileges,  shall  be  ])ublished  in  the  news- 
papers in  this  state  at  lea^:t  four  months  ]U'eccding  a  general 
election  for  county  ofiicers,  and  shall  receive  at  such  election 
a  majority  of  all  the  votes  polled  for  and  against  said  law.'' 

This  amendment  was  voted  down  by  a  vote  of  twenty  to 
eleven. 
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Thomas  DIhhk;,  ol'  V;in  r>iii-cn  comily,  moved  (he  lolluw. 
V)<^  for  the  first  Bcctioii  :  -  - 

No  cor))orato  l)o(ly  shall  lidi'oafter  1)0  cremated,  rcficwed, 
or  extended  with  the  jii'i\ilei;x;  ol'  makiM<j;,  isslliIl^^  <:»r  jjiitlirii^ 
in  circulation  any  bill,  (dieek,  ticket",  certiticate,  proujissory 
note,  01-  other  papei-,  or  the  ]);iper  ol"  any  ])ank,  to  circniate 
afi  Jiioney,  except  the  (jnestirm  of  coi'poration,  with  the  law 
enaclint^  the  same,  before  it  Ijecomes  a  law,  Bhall  have  been 
submitted  to  a  vote  of  the  whole  jje(jple,  at  .-ome  convenient 
election,  tlie  majoi-ity  of  whose  votes  shall  be  deemed  a  con- 
firmation of  the  same." 

Which  substitute  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  sixteen  to  fif- 
teen. 

Dibl)le  then  moved  to  amend  by  adding  tlie  following  as  a 
second  section  :  • — 

"  The  general  assembly  may  at  any  time  i)ropose  altera- 
tions, or  a  repeal  of  any  such  corporations  thatniay  liave  been 
created,  and  any  such  ]n-o])osition  shall  be  submitted  to  the 
people,  as  provided  in  the  foregoing  section,  and  shall  be 
confirn^ed  in  like  manner." 

Samuel  A.  Bissell,  of  Cedar  county,  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  of  Dibble  by  sul)>rituting  the  foll3wing:  — 

^'  The  general  assembly  shall  have  power  to  rej)eal,  alter,  or 
amend  any  act  of  incorporation,  when  satisfied  that  its  Oi>era- 
tions  are  not  conducive  to  the  public  w^elfare." 

This  amendment  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  sixteen  to  fourteen  ; 
when  the  motion  was  put  on  Dibble's  amendment,  and  it  was 
adopted  by  a  vote  of  twenty-eight  to  three. 

Lefiler  moved  to  amend  the  report  as  follows:  — 

^'No  act  of  incorporation  shall  be  submitted  to  the  people 
until  the  same  shall  have  been  published  at  least  twelve  suc- 
cessive wrecks  in  at  least  twelve  of  the  weekly  newspapers 
published  in  the  state,  provided  that  number  of  newspapers 
are  published  at  the  passage  of  such  act  ;  nor  sliall  such  pub- 
lication bo  made  until  the  j)artie8  apjrlyi ng  for  such  act  of 
incorporation  sliall  have  deposited  with  the  state  treasurer  a 
sum  sufficient  t(^  defray  the  expenses  of  such  publication." 


mil 


Oil'.?  :\i.G 


ANNAI.S   OI-  IOWA. 


[OCTOliKlt, 


KicluiKiii  moved  to  aincnd  the  ainciidinciit  by  sti'Ikin;^  out 
the  words  twolve  of  [\\()  weekly,"  and  iiiHerl  "six  ol'  the 
weekly,"  which  was  \o^[  hy  a  vote  (»!'  1  w  eiity-sevoi)  to  IWur  ; 
and  Jjolller's  amendment  was  ado])ted  by  a  \'ote  of  twenly- 
jive  to  six. 

Lellier  nioved  a  lurlh(!r  amendment  :  — 

"Corporations  shall  not  be  ci'eated  in  this  state  by  special 
laws,  excej)t  I'ur  pob'llcal  oi'  mnnicipal  ])iir[)Oses  ;  but  the  L'en- 
oral  assembly  shall  provide,  by  <>'eneral  laws,  for  the  oj'i^an- 
ization  of  all  otlier  coi'})orations,  except  corporations  with 
banking  or  discountiiig  privileges,  the  creation  ol"  which  has 
been  provided  for  in  the  foi'egoing section.  The  stockhohJers 
Bliall  be  subject  to  such  liabilities  and  restrictions  as  shall  be 
provided  ibr  by  law." 

liichman  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  adding,  "  ex- 
cept coi'porations  ibr  internal  improvements."  This  amend- 
ment was  lost  by  a  vote  ol'  twentj^-three  to  seven.  ;  when  the 
vote  was  taken  on  Leliier's  amendment  and  adopted  by  a 
vote  of  twenty-seven  to  three. 

Henry  P.  llaun,  of  Clinton  county,  moved  to  janend  the 
third  section  l)y  sti'iking  out  the  word  legishature,"  and  in- 
sert "  general  assembly  shall,"  and  by  adding  the  foUuuing 
words  at  the  end  thereof:  "  except  as  provided  in  the  fore- 
going sections;"  which  amendment  was  not  adopted. 

Joseph  11.  Hedrick,  of  Wapello  county,  moved  to  amend 
the  second  section  by  adding  the  following:  "To  double  the 
amount  of  stock  subscribed  respectively,  after  the  means  of 
such  incorporations  are  exhausted.  AVhich  amendment  vras 
adopted  by  a  vote  of  lifreen  to  fourteen. 

David  Olmstead,  of  Clayton  county,  moved  to  amend 
the  second  section  by  adding  thereto  the  following  :  "  And  no 
stockholder  shuU  be  relieved  I'roni  his  responsibility  by  trans- 
ferrini^^  his  stock  in  sucli  corporation  to  another  person." 
This  was  adoi)ted  by  a  vote  of  sixteen  to  thirteen. 

At  this  point  the  further  discussion  of  tlie  article  on  incor- 
poi-ations  was  post])oned  for  one  day,  during  which  time  it 
called  forth  much  discussion  outside  of  the  convention. 
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Wlicii  this  (jiicslioii  was  c'lllcd  u])  JiL';aiii,  IjalCK  rnoNcd  lo 
strike  out  all  in  the  arliclci  <>ii  ineoi'itorations,  and  insert,  the 
iollowin<j^ :  — 

"  No  eor|)Oi"atc  '  ody  shall  hereafter  he  ci'cat.ed,  renewed, 
or  extended  with  the  pri vile(:;os  of'makinLS  issnin'r,  or])uttin<^ 
in  circulation  any  hill,  (^heck,  ticket,  certilicate,  proiniGfiory 
note,  or  other  ])aper,  or  the  ))aper  of  any  )>aTdc,  to  circulate  as 
money. 

"The  general  assend)ly  (jf  this  state  shall  proliihit,  by  law, 
any  person  or  persons,  association,  company,  or  corporation 
from  exercising  the  ])i'ivi]ege  of  hankinp;,  or  creating  paper  to 
circulate  as  money. 

"  Corporations  shall  not  be  created,  in  this  state,  by  special 
laws,  except  for  ])olifical  or  municipal  purposes;  but  tlie  gen- 
eral assembly  shall  ])rovide,  by  general  hiws,  for  the  organ- 
izing of  all  other  corporations,  except  corporations  with  bank- 
ing privileges,  the  creation  of  which  is  prohibited. 

"  The  stockholdei's  shall  bo  subject  to  such  liabilities  and 
restrictions  as  shall  be  provided  by  law. 

"  The  state  shall  not,  directly  oi*  indirectly,  become  a  stock- 
holder in  any  corporation." 

This  motion  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  twenty-one  to  nine, 
all  the  whig  njembers  voting  against  it. 

Tiiese  provisions,  inserted  in  the  constitution,  entirel}'  pro- 
hibited banking.  The  provisions  on  corporations  met  with 
much  opposition  from  the  people,  especially  those  on  banking, 
and  the  opponents  used  the  first  and  every  opportunity  they 
had  to  change  the  clause  on  banking,  until  the  same  was  ac- 
complished. Probably  this  constitution  would  have  remained 
the  supreme  law  of  the  state  for  many  years,  had  it  not  been 
for  this  prohibition  ;  for,  instead  of  producing  a  sound  me- 
talic  circulating  niedium  for  business,  as  was  the  design  of 
those  who  favored  it,  the  paper  of  banks  whose  solvency  was 
doubtful  at  honie,  found  its  way  to  Iowa,  and  probably  no 
stale  in  the  Union  had  in  circulation  a  more  w^orthless  and 
irres})onsible  currency  than  was  found  here  during  the  time 
of  tlie  entire  prohibition  of  thanks. 
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Tliorc  was  nnicli  ojjposil  ion  to  1  lie  coiif.til u1  ion,  ajifl  if>  ()))])()- 
iientR  lJH)U<.';lii  it,  woiiKl  l>c  dcl'caUMl  ;  hut.  llicro  Ijoini;-  a  sti'ong 
leoliiii;  in  favor  of  a  Btalo  govcniinent,  many  who  were  <•])- 
posed  to  the  provisions  on  inooiporariuns  \'otc(l  in  ra\r;r  ol'il, 
chiiniing  tliat  tlicse  o])joctionB  could  easily  h(i  amended.  At 
tlje  August  election  thei-e  wei'e  polled  ei<z,-hteeii  ihou.^and  six 
hnndred  and  ei(;ht}'-live  ^'Oies;  of  this  \  ote  there  ^\■ere  only 
iivc  liundi'ed  and  sevenly  of  a  majority  in  favoi-  oi'  ado])ting 
the  constitution.  In  the  month  of  Septemhcr,  as  soon  as  the 
vote  was  oflieially  known,  Governor  Clark  issued  his  pi'ocia- 
mation  for  an  election  of  stale  olhcers  and  mendK'i-s  ut'  the 
legislature,  wdnch  was  held  on  the  twenly-sixlh  of  the  follow- 
ing Octoher. 

As  the  'J'erritory  was  ahout  to  assume  a  state  goN  crnmc-nt, 
there  was  a  great  sti-ugglc  among  the  jjoliticians  to  secure  for 
tliemselves  the  ollices  of  the  new  go\ ernment.  Besides  tlie 
oHiccrs  to  he  elected  hy  the  people,  there  were  two  United 
States  senators  and  three  supreme  judges  to  be  elected  by  the 
legislature,  and  it  became  quite  an  object  \vlt\i  the  politicians 

if  both  parties  to  secui'c  th  j  legislature.  The  dumoci-ats  and 
uhigsbotii  thoroughly  org-anizcd  their  parties,  held  conven- 

ions,  and  made  iiominalioijs  lor  the  several  ollices.  The 
-iemocrats  nominated  Ansel  Briggs,  of  Jackson  county,  for 
.i-overnor;  Elisha  Cutler,  of  A^jm  Buren  county,  for  secretary 
Joseph  T,  Sales,  of  Dubuque  county,  for  auditor ;  Morgan 
lieno,  of  Johnson  county,  for  treasurer.  And  the  whigs  nom- 
inated Thomas  McKnight,  of  Dubuque  county,  for  governor; 
James  11.  Coles,  of  Yan  Em-en  county,  for  secretary ;  Eastoii 
Morris,  of  Johnson  county,  for  auditor;  and  E.  T.  Smith  for 
treasurer. 

Tills  election  was  carried  on  with  a  great  deal  of  spirit  on 
both  sides,  but  the  democrats  succeeded  in  electing  all  the 
state  oliicers  and  a  majority  of  the  representatives  in  the  sen- 
ate, but  were  not  so  fortunate  in  electing  members  to  the 
Jiouse.  Jonathan  McCarty  had  recently  become  a  citizen  of 
Lee  county,  lie  was  an  old  politician,  noted  as  a  public 
speaker,  and  as  having  much  tact  in  })olitical  matters.  Mc- 
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Carty  luul  be(Mi  a  «lt;iiM)cr;\lIc  j-epros'iiilnl i \(j  in  coiii^a-es.s  IVoii' 
liulianji  J'or  several  yeai'c?,  but  in  the  ^-J'eal  polilieal  excitemeiir 
of  J  8-10  lie  al):ni(l(jii(Hl  tlio  (lonincratic  i)arty,  and  by  the  v>-l)i:a 
ol"  Indiana  was  i)la('c<l  at  tlie  bead  ol"  tbuir  eleetoral  ticket  Inr 
General  Jiarrison.  Tlio  wbi^;  parly  in  tbat  stale  having  fal- 
len into  the  niinoiity,  and  aMcC,'ai-ty  having  lost  his  influence 
thei'e  with  the  denioci-ats,  niove<l  to  Jowa,  and  fihowcd  a  dis- 
position to  acconiniod:Ue  hiniseirto  almost  ixwy  ])olitical  crce(i 
that  would  ])roniotc  his  indivi(hial  inleresl.  Lee  county  liad 
generally  given  a  large  democratic  majority;  but  there  had 
been  tor  several  years  niucdi  dilHculty  about  the  titles  to  a 
large  tract  of  land  in  t  he  southern  ])art  of  that  county,  gener- 
ally known  as  the  "  half  breed  trad,"  and  the  settlers  on 
these  lands  had  carried  their  difliculties  into  politics,  and 
voted  for  men  who  lavored  their  interests,  ii-res])ective  of  p(d- 
itics.  McCarty  living  on  the  disputed  tract,  had  identified 
himself  with  the  settlers,  and  succeeded  in  getting  up  a  ticket 
for  members  of  legislature  of  men  friendly  to  the  interests  ot 
the  settlers  —  part  of  whom  had  previously  acted  with  the 
democratic  party  and  part  with  the  whig  party,  and  all  of 
whom  were  disposed  to  cast  their  votes  in  the  legislature  in 
his  favor  lor  United  States  senator.  This  ticket  was  called, 
by  their  opponents,  the  "'possum  (opossum)  ticket,"  and 
being  supported  by  nearly  all  of  the  votes  on  the  half-breed 
tract,  was  elected  ;  and  these  members  of  the  legislature  were 
generally  designated  as  the  "'possum  members." 

Lee  county,  at  that  time,  was  entitled  to  live  mendiers  of 
the  house  and  two  senators.  There  being  only  thirty-nine 
members  of  the  house  and  eighteen  senators,  the  representa- 
tives from  this  county  had  great  influence  in  the  legislature. 
In  Dcs  JMoines  county  the  ])arties  were  very  nearly  equally 
divided,  though  the  democrats  had  generally  suciceeded  iu 
carrying  the  elections,  and  at  this  election  there  was  a 
great  struggle  for  the  ascendency.  This  county  had  five 
members  of  the  house  and  two  senators,  which  made  it 
quite  an  object  with  each  party  to  carr^^  the  county,  and  un- 
usual means  were  resorted  to  for  success.    The  county  was 
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])olk*.cl  l>)'  the  wlii;;-^,  and,  jis  far  as  possible,  the  ]>olili('.'il 
views  ol'  each  verier  ascorlaiiuMl.  Tliis  sliowcfl  th.'cf  the  deiii- 
ocrats  had  a  iiiajorilj  of  ahout  ihii'ty,  and  in  or(h  r  lor  ihe 
whi<;-H  to  caj'ry  tJiis  coiinty,  they  had,  hy  some  means,  to  over- 
come this  majority.  Fitz  ilenry  Warren,  who  had  been  un- 
fortunate ill  business  in  tlie  east,  for  the  |)ur])oso  of  retrievini^ 
his  fortune,  eame  west,  located  liims(df  at  J>ui'lin.iil<'i),  and 
had  become  quite  an  active  ])o]iticia]i  —  6o  much  so  that  lie 
was  looked  u})on  Jis  the  leader  <>f  the  whi^s  in  that  county. 
Warren  soon  devised  a  ])laTi  by  which  enough,  democratic 
votes  could  be  disposed  of  so  as  to  i^ive  the  whi^s  the  major- 
ity. Warren  was  em])lo3^ed  in  a  mercantile  Iiouse  which  was 
engaged  in  the  jx)rk-packing  business,  and  he  managed  to  get 
about  thirty  democrats  who  made  their  living  by  day  labor, 
to  go  out  into  the  country,  at  different  points,  to  drive  in  hogs 
for  the  firm  with  which  he  was  connected,  and  promised  them 
high  wages  for  their  services.  These  men,  the  day  betbre 
election,  not  suspecting  any  trick,  but  feeHng  more  desirous 
about  making  a  few  dollars  for  the  support  of  their  families 
than  about  voting  at  the  election,  went  out  to  the  several 
places  assigned  them,  for  the  puj'pose  (>f  driving  hogs.  Here 
they  were  kindl}^  received  by  those  wlio  understood  matters, 
and  were  detained  until  it  was  too  late  for  them  to  reach  home 
in  time  to  vote,  when  they  were  paid  for  their  time  and  sent 
home.  By  depriving  the  democrats  of  this  numljer  of  votes, 
the  whigs  carried  the  county  and  elected  whigs  to  the  legis- 
lature. The  democratic  politicians  nuide  a  great  ado  a1)0ut 
this  manner  of  "  swindling  the  dear  people,*'  while  the  whigs 
had  their  sport,  and  laughed  about  it  as  a  good  joke. 

In  Keokuk  county  the  democrats  had  a  large  majority,  but 
owing  to  a  dis])ute  al)out  the  county  seat,  the  jnirty  was 
divided,  and  they  had  two  candidates  before  the  people  for 
the  legislature.  Nelson  Xing,  who  had  ])reviously  been  of 
rather  doubtful  character,  professing  himself  to  be  a  whig, 
became  a  candidate  on  his  own  responsibility,  and,  there  being 
two  democrats  running  against  him,  he  received  a  plurality 
of  the  votes,  and  was  declared  elected. 
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Tho  olecliGii  of  \vlii<^B  in  J.)(;8  T\loinc.s  and  ICcokuk  (-(jii nl ics 
mn<le  Iho  parties  so  close  the  repre.-eiitati vch  IVoin  Leo 

county  lield  the  hahince  ol*  j)(A\(!r,  and  couhl  eontivd  ih(;  elec- 
tions whicli  wej-e  to  be  made  by  the  le<^ishit ure.  'i'he  Jnat(;i-ial 
oi'  wliicli  this  legislature  was  coni])os^-d  made  it  exceedin;^!}' 
donbti'ul  whicli  ])art_v  would  succeed  in  electini^  sjijji-emc 
judges  and  United  States  senators,  and  it  became  an  object 
with  politicians  to  bi-ing  inducenjents  to  bear  on  the  members 
to  influence  theii-  votes. 

The  legislature  convened  at  Iowa  City  on  the  30th  of 
November,  1845,  and  the  house  was  organized  by  electing 
Jesse  B.  Brown  (an  active  whig),  of  Lee  county,  s})eaker,  and 
the  senate  by  electing  Thomas  Baker  (a  democi-at),  of  Polk 
county,  president  of  the  senate.  These  elections  indicated 
that  the  whigs,  in  joint  con\'ention,  wc>uld  have  two  majoritv. 
Under  these  circumstances,  there  were  great  eiibrts  made  to 
secure  the  vote  of  one  or  two  of  those  who  acted  with  the 
whigs  in  organizing  the  legislature  to  vote  with  the  denjocrats 
in  electing  jndges  and  senators,  for  one  vote  would  make  a 
tie  and  prevent  an  election,  and  two  would  enable  the  demo- 
crats to  elect  their  men. 

King,  of  Keokuk  county,  having  been  elected  by  a  plural- 
ity vote  over  his  two  democratic  opponents,  and  representing 
a  county  largely  democratic,  was  thought,  by  some  of  the  po- 
litical managers,  a  j^truper  subject  to  operate  upon  ;  and.  ;.s  a 
lirst  inducement,  a  paper  was  gotten  up  and  circidated  through 
liis  county,  and  signed  by  a  majority  of  all  the  voters  in  the 
county,  instructing  him  to  vote  for  a  deniocrat.  Tiii?  move 
being  known  by  the  whigs,  and  they  fearing  that  King  might 
be  influenced  by  such  instructions,  caused  them  to  watch  him 
very  closely  and  show  him  special  attention  ;  and  for  a  while 
King  commanded  more  attention  from  both  parties  than  any 
other  member  of  the  legislature.  Josiah  Clifton  andlieuben 
Coulee,  of  Lee  county,  also  received  great  attention.  Clifton 
and  Coulee,  previous  to  their  election,  professed  to  be  d(nno- 
crats  ;  but  their  votes  in  organizang  the  legislature,  indicated 
that  they  v/ero  going  to  throw  their  inliuence  for  the  benelit 
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of  tho  wliigs,  and  li(;nco^rcat  (illorts  werc^  iiiiuhi  to  rclain  tluMii 
witli  (Ihj  (leiiiocrals. 

S.  T.  jMai'shall,  (vf  l.cc,  pi-L'\'ioa.sl v  Ijcuai  well  ac- 

(juainlcd  willi  Kin<;',  as  a  citizen  of  liis  own  eouhlv,  and  Iteen 
employed  hy  him  as  an  attorney  to  defend  him  in  a  ea-e  in 
which  he  had  been  ai-rested,  in  his  attempts  to  inlliience  Kiriji; 
in  hi!:>  voles,  made  a  liUle  too  iVee  with  his  (dd  client  while 
under  the  <i;uardianship  ol  tlie  whig  politicians. 

On  the  afternoon  oi' tlie  ninth  of  December,  the  le<^iblatnre 
then  Iniving  been  in  session  ten  days,  and  the  mendjers  thus 
far  had  almost  entirely  l)een  engaged  in  canvassing  and  elec- 
tioneering, as  soon  as  the  house  was  (railed  to  order,  King, 
with  a  hurried  stej),  appi'oached  the  clerk's  desk,  and  laid  up- 
on it  a  five  dollar  bill  and  two  pieces  of  pa{)er,  and  said  ho 
wished  to  make  a  statement.  These  movements  surprised 
most  of  the  members  of  the  house,  and  not  knowing  Vvdiat  the 
conduct  of  King  meant,  from  a  curiosity  to  hear,  unanimous 
consent  was  given  for  him  to  proceed,  when  he  said,  "  That 
since  he  had  presented  his  credentials  and  taken  liis  seat  as  a 
member  of  this  house,  he  liad  been  ap]3roached  by  several 
different  persons  relative  to  the  casting  of  his  vote  for  United 
States  senators;  and  that  several  distinct  prctpositions  of 
money  and  other  rewai-ds  had  been  offered  him  if  he  would 
vote  for  Gen.  Dodi'-e  for  senator,  or  J.  C.  Hall,  or  either  of 
them,  as  may  or  might  be  deternnned  u[X)n,  which  determin- 
ation was  to  be  made  known  to  him  (giving),  previous  to  the 
casting  of  his  vote  for  United  States  senator;  and  that  they 
would  secure  him  from  all  blame  or  suspicion  by  procuring 
written  instructions  from  his  (King's)  constituents,  instructing 
him  so  to  vote.  And  further,  that  S.  T.  ^Marshall  gave  him 
a  live  dollar  note  on  the  state  bank  of  Ohio,  on  yesterda}- 
evening,  and  told  him  to  call  on  him  at  any  future  time,  and 
he  would  give  him  one  huiulj'cd  dollars,  or  any  aneamt  he 
wanted.  And  further,  that  said  ^fai-shall  told  him  (King) 
that  it  was  Dodge's  nu)ney.    Ue  also  gave  him  two  receipts 
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ol' iiKlol)l(Mliu'8s,^'  in  Jill  of  wliicli  j)r.>c('(  (liiio^s  lie  liad  acted 
uiidor  the  advice  and  rnll  knowlndf^e  of  Mr.  ( i oodiell,  and 
otlicrfi  of  his  friends.  And  for  the  purpose^  ol'  I'nlly  ex]jo:s!n^ 
th(^  coi'j"U|)t ion  and  tlie  detei'ndnalion  to  hrihe  nienihei's  \>y 
men,  wh(j,  wliik.'  here,  ar(;  ('in])loyed  i\>r  the  ])urpos(>,  and 
that  otlier  niemher.-^  of  this  house  nii^ht,  he  place(.l  on  theii' 
guard,  and  l)e  prepai'ed  to  act  undo-  llie  full  kno\\'l(;di:;e  of 
thcii'  desi<i,ny,  he  nnide  this  statenicnl-.  " 

Upon  this  ytjitement  of  Kin':,  the  house  iniinedialelj  ap- 
))ointed  a  coniniitlce  of  live,  vrhich  was  suhseqnent  ly  increased 
to  seven,  to  in  vest  ip-ate  the  char(.>:esof  hribei-y,  and  authorized 
the  speaker  to  issue  his  warrant  for  the  arrest  of  iMarshall. 

On  the  next  day  ^Marshall  appeared  at  the  bar  of  the  house, 
and  the  seroeant-at-arins  was  oixlei'ed  to  keep  him  in  custody 
till  further  orders  of  the  honse.  Marshall  made  a  request  of 
the  house  that  he  mi<i;ht  l)e  heard  in  his  defence  b}'  his  attor- 
neys, James  Grant  and  Frederick  J).  J\[ill8,  but  this  request 
was  not  granted.  It  was  claimed  inasmuch  as  the  matter 
had  been  referi-ed  to  a  committee,  the^^  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  investigation.  This  committee  was  com])05ed  of  W. 
C.  Cochran,  of  Lee,  Andrew  Leech,  of  Davis,  Samuel  Whit- 
more,  of  Jefferson,  Alfred  Llebard,  of  Des  Moines,  Robert 
Smith,  of  Linn,  Stuart  Goodrell,  oi' Wasljington,  and  John  Z. 
Morton,  of  Henry  couiity.  The  committee  was  composed  of 
four  whigs  and  three  democrats.  To  coiiduct  the  case  before 
the  committee,  Henry  W.  Starr  was  appointed  counsel  on  tlie 
part  of  the  state,  and  Grant  and  Mills  for  Marshall.  James 
G.  Edwards,  editor  of  the  Ildiclcci/e,  and  A.  H.  Palmer,  editor 


*Thc  following  is  a  correct  copy  of  tiic  pai'ers  handed  to  the  clerk  by  K'lnz  al  the 
time  : 

West  Poixt,  Novem!;ek  20,  ISIG. 
Mr.  Nelson  Ki:fr,,— Sir  :— Plca«e  to  pay  S.  T.  Mars^hall  or  bearer,  ton  dollars  and  fifty 
cont-<  OI!  my  aoi-ount,  niid  obli.;e 

■   il^vidcnoo.'  William  SroTTS. 

Rofi'ived  P;;yment.    b.  T.  M afw^iull. 

niXEMI-TR.  1>?1G. 

1,  S.  T.  Mai-.-^hall.  horohy  r.'leaso  and  rt'lieve  aU  luy  riirlit.  lille  finJ  claim,  or  chiiiiis 
whirh  I  may  nave  against  Nrlsou  liing  for  legal  >^orvicea  done  heretofore  and  this  shall 
bo  his  receii.t,  -S.  T.  Maksuall 
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oftlio  Jo/va  Cdpltal  llej)<)rlci'^  \v(!rc  (:I(;l■]^^J  to  liikc. 

down  tho  tostiiiioiiy. 

'Die  ooininitlco  coiitiimcd.llicli'  ii) vest ioiis  lill  llic  lliij-fl 
of  j^'oKniiii'}',  boCoro  makin<^  a  rcporl.  TIkmx'  v.ari  a  laj-f^e 
nuinbor  of  \vitn(3SSC'S  called  before  the  eoiniuitiee,  but  none  of 
them  know  anything  to  implicate  j\Jai\s]iall  except  Jvin;^  and 
John.son  0.  Oha])man  ;  the  hitter  had  been  chosen  iii-eman. 
Oha]>n)an  iiad  made  a  written  r,tatern(jnt  to  John  V.  Sanford, 
a  nunnber  of  the  Beiiate  from  \^an  Jhiren  county,  soon  after 
the  meeting  of  the  legislature,  in  which  he  said  : 

"I  hereby  certily  that  on  Monday,  Decenjber  2,  IS-iG,  I 
was  antliorized  by  Col.  William  Patternon,  of  Lee  county, 
Iowa,  to  offer  Josiah  Clifton  and  Itcuben  Conlce,  each,  the 
use  of  one  hundred  dollars  for  ninet^^-nine  years,  if  desiix'd, 
without  interest,  if  they  would  give  their  votes  in  an  election 
tlien  about  to  come  on  for  United  States  eemitor,  in  the  gen- 
eral assembly,  tor  such  a  man  or  men  as  the  said  AVilliam 
Patterson  would  name  for  the  office.  Also,  I  was  authorized 
by  Col.  Patterson  and  Silas  llaight,  to  offer  Josiali  Clifton, 
individually,  and  on  their  part,  and  on  tlie  part  of  their  asso- 
ciates, to  enter  into  a  bond  of  ten  tliousand  dollars,  if  neces- 
sary, to  secure  him  an  a]:)pointment  in  the  land  otSco,  as  reg- 
ister, or  receiver  ;  providing  he  would  vote  for  the  men  for 
the  United  States  senate,  wdiom  they  vv'old  name.  The  above 
named  Coulee  and  Clifton  are  members  of  the  house  of  rep- 
resentatives, of  Iowa.  " 

Although  there  were  many  witnesses  examined,  and  some 
underwent  lengthy  and  rigid  examinations,  the  statements  of 
King  and  Chapman  contained  the  only  direct  evidence  elic- 
ited by  the  committee.  The  other  witnesses  testitied  to  noth- 
ing of  importance  except  what  they  had  learned  from  these 
two  men,  and  they  were  of  such  doubtful  characrer,  that  the 
whigs  did  not  care  about  assuming  the  responsibility  of  tak- 
ing any  decisive  measures  on  such  testimony,  and  risk  their 
popularity  before  the  peo[»le. 

Marshall,  a  few  days  after  his  arrest,  was  released  on  his 
paroh;,  but  remained  at  Iowa  fMty,  until  the  conjmitfee  h.id 
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got  tliroiia;li  vvilli  tlieii'  cxarninjition  ;  wlien  lie  woijt  Ikjiho  uii- 
molcstod,  unci  was  never  troubled  alterwanls. 

The  coiniiiiUec  luado  tlielr  re])0it5  wliieli  consisted  oi'  only 
the  teKtiiHony  taken,  wilhoul  any  recornniend;ition,  which 
\\"dP>  laid  on  the  table,  and  this  ended  the  wh(de  allair. 

Diii'inir  the  |)ro£ri'esG  of  this  examination,  jvini^  liad  a  y)er- 
Gonal  dillicnUy  with  A.  IJ.  l.\alnicr,  one  of  the  clerks  of  the 
conjujittee.  Palmer  and  his  hi-other  had  recently  ])urchased 
the  oflice  of  the  loiva  Capital  Reporter^  and  wei-e  the  publish- 
ers and  editors  oi*  that  pa})cr.  J'alnier,  in  speakinpj  of  King, 
had  published  in  his  ])a])er  sonic  very  severe  thin^j^s,  and 
among  others,  he  had  intimated  that  the  ofrence  for 
which  Marshall  had  defended  him,  in  Lee  county,  was  for 
stealing  bacon.  This  intimation  aroused  iving's  lighting  pro- 
pensities, so  much  so,  that  one  day  when  Palmer  was  about 
leaving  tiie  committee  I'oom,  not  suspecting  any  danger,  King 
followed  him,  and,  just  as  he  was  about  stepping  out  of  the 
door,  seized  liold  of  him.  King  being  a  much  stouter  man 
than  Palmer,  overcame  him,  and  was  about  to  give  him  a  se- 
vere beating.  Palmer,  after  having  received  a  few  blows 
about  the  face,  broke  loose  frotn  King's  grasp,  so  that  he  drew 
a  pistol,  and  was  in  the  act  of  shooting  his  adversary,  when 
some  of  the  bystanders  interfered  and  separated  them.  This 
being  the  third  editor  of  that  paper  who  had  got  a  whipping 
for  things  they  had  published,  was  a  source  of  much  amuse- 
ment with  the  whigs,  and  in  their  bar  room  discussions  it  was 
held  that  a  whipping  was  a  necessary  prerequisite,  in  order 
to  qualify  an  editor  to  coiuluct  that  paper. 

The  excitement  about  bribing  members  of  the  legislature 
having  subsided,  they  comtnenced  to  think  about  having  an 
election  for  senators;  both  parties  thinking  they  could  get 
enough  of  the  Opossum  vote  to  secure  the  election  of  their  own 
partizan.  After  the  exchanging  of  several  messages  between 
the  house  and  senate  as  to  the  time,  they  tinally  agreed  to  go 
into  joint  convention  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  December. 
This  agreement  was  consummated  without  there  having  been 
made  any  arrangement  between  the  two  houses  for  conduct- 
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iiii^  liiti  l)iisiiK\ss  of  llic,  conN'ciilic)!).  AViion  tli(.' scnatoi-.s  wout 
into  l-lio  r('})i'('.S('iiijitivo  hall,  Ijiilccr,  tlic  ])i esidin'j;  ollicei-  ol* 
the  Beii.'ite,  wlio  was  Jin  nnassiuninii:  man,  had  h(dd  Bcvcral 
territorial  ollicos,  and  had  accustoniod  himsoll'to  he  polite  to 
cveryhody,  walked  np  to  tlie  .stand  for  (ho  ])nr))o.se  of  taking 
the  chair,  to  ])rcside  ov^^r  the  joint  convention,  J>r(>\vn',  who 
had  heen  a  rnilitai'j  n)an  and  accnstorned  to  give  command, 
already  heing  in  the  chair,  sternl}'  refused  t(»  give  it  up.  It 
being  cpiite  an  object  willi  each  party  to  liave  the  ])resi(ling 
oflicer,  the  diflerence  in  opinion  as  to  who  was  the  })r()])er  ofii- 
cer  to  preside  ovei"  the  joint  con\'ention,  calh.'d  fui'th  much 
feeling  and  a  spirited  debate.  Brown  having  possession  of 
the  chair,  and  being  sustained  by  the  whigs,  retained  his  po- 
sition, and  he  and  the  clerk  of  tlie  house  acted  as  the  ofKcers 
of  the  joint  convention. 

When  this  question  was  decided,  Thomas  II.  J3enton,  of 
Dubuque,  and  G.  W.  Bowie,  of  Des  Moines  county,  were  ap- 
pointed tellers,  and  the  call  of  the  roll  commenced.  The  hall, 
though  crowded  with  spectators,  was  as  still  as  death,  and  the 
most  intense  anxiety  was  de})icted  in  the  countenance  of  each 
individual.  The  members  of  the  convention  and  those  in  the 
lobby,  all  being  anxious  to  learn  how  each  man  voted,  were 
held  in  breathless  silence,  and  nothing  disturbed  the  quiet  but 
the  calling  of  the  roll  by  tlie  clerk,  and  the  response  of  the 
members.  As  soon  as  the  vote  was  over,  it  was  announced 
that  Jonathan  McCarty  had  received  twenty-nine  votes, 
Thomas  Wilson  twenty-eight  votes,  and  G.  C.  R.  Mitchell, 
one  ;  that  there  was  no  choice,  and  that  the  convention  would 
proceed  to  another  ballot. 

By  this  time  the  stillness  of  the  room  had  changed  into  a 
perfect  bedlam  of  confusicn,  some  laughing,  some  mad  and 
cursing,  some  hallooing  at  the  top  of  their  voices  —  ''Mr. 
Speaker'- • — and  others  ti-ying  to  etfect  a  compromise,  by 
which  they'co^ihl  elect  one  whig  and  on.e  democratic  senator. 

Owing  to  the  confusicui,  it  was  a  long  time  b(!foi'e  the  speak- 
er could  entertain  any  motion,  or  proceed  with  the  business 
of  the  convention.    At  this  ballot  all  the  whigs  and  'possums 
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voUm)  lor  McCarly,  except  HaiiiiK,-]  I^'iiIIcow'kIc;!-,  a  FXMiatoi' 
from  Dc'S  iMoincs  county,  wlio,  I)y  ca^liiii;'  liis  voto  lor  JMitcli- 
cll,  dcreatcd  McOarty's  election.  'J'liis  course  was  sni)[)0.ser]  to 
be  a  preconcerted  arra,ni^(Miient,  and  well  understood  by  a  ]>art 
if  not  all  ol'tlie  wl]i<;\'^,  to  show  that  t hey  could  elect  i\IcCarty, 
wdio  was  very  odious  to  the  democrats,  with  a  view  of-elfect- 
ing  a  compromise,  by  which  a  thoroughgoini;  whii;  and  a  true 
democrat  should  be  elected  senators;  but  the  democrats  re- 
fused to  make  an}'  coni]>romisc. 

On  the  ])art  of  the  democj-ats,  an  adjournment  Vv\'is  innncdi- 
ately  moved.  On  tliis  motion,  twenty-eii^ht  voted  in  the  af- 
firmative, and  thirty  ir  the  nci-jative.  This  motion,  in  difler- 
ent  shapes  was  repeated  by  the  democrats  six  titnes,  witboiit 
there  being  any  opportunity  foi"  any  other  business,  and  dur- 
ing these  votes  there  was  the  greatest  confusion  and  tumult. 

On  the  sixth  vote,  Clifton  and  Conlec,  thinking  that  the 
whigs  were  about  to  drop  McCarty,  their  favorite  candidate, 
voted  with  the  democrats  on  the  motion  to  adjourn  till  the 
fifth  of  January,  and  thus  closed  the  session  of  the  joint  con- 
vention. 

On  the  19th  of  December,  the  legislature  adjourned 
till  the  5th  of  January.  The  members  doubtless  being  de- 
sirous of  consulting  with  their  constituents  as  to  the  proper 
course  for  them  to  pursue  in  relation  to  the  election.  During 
this  adjournment,  Coulee  was  taken  sick  and  died,  so  the 
whigs  could  now  expect  only  one  majority  on  joint  ballot. 

On  the  fifth  of  January,  the  day  set  for  the  joint  conven- 
tion, the  house  a])pointed  a  connnittee  of  two  to  act  witli  a 
like  committee  on  the  part  of  the  senate,  to  prepare  rules  for 
the  government  of  the  joint  convention.  The  senate  referred 
this  proposition  of  the  house  to  a  s[iecial  committee,  with  in- 
structions to  report  at  some  future  day.  At  two  o'clock  in 
the  aiternoon,  the  house  informed  the  senate  that  they  were 
ready  to  receive  them  in  joint  convention  for  the  election  of 
senators.  The  senate  upon  receiving  this  message,  adjourned, 
and  the  democratic  mend)ers  iuj mediately  dispersed,  so  that 
all  prospects  of  an  election  on  that  day  vanished. 
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At  tlu;  coininoiicoiii'viiir.  oF  tluj  8<.!SHioii,  tlio  flcniocTat in 
caucus,  h:i(l  a^i^recd  to  support  A '•Ufitu.-;  C.  DodjLfi.' iiiid 'Jjiomas 
Wilson  ior  Beiiatoi\i.  .Jacob  I [uner,  a  senator  trom  Lc(,' coun- 
ty, i)rorosscd  to  be  .a  denioci-at,  but  was  opj>f»sed  to  the  elec- 
tion of  Dodge.  At  Llio  coniniencoment  ol'  the  session  he  had 
indicated  his  willin^^^-ness  to  vote  with  the  denu;Ci'ats,  if -they 
wouhl  drop  Dodge  and  lake  up  some  other  man,  but  at  that 
time  the  leading  polillciany  refused  to  do  it,  and  liuner  voted 
with  the  whigs. 

After  the  session  of  the  joint  convention,  the  democrats 
held  another  caucus  and  v.dthdi'ew  Dodge's  name,  and  t-ud: 
np  Yerplank  A^an  Antwerj).  ]jut  the  leaders  not  yielding  to 
Iluner'e  wishes  at  the  commencenient  of  the  session,  he  in 
turn  became  obstinate,  and  refused  to  vote  for  any  democriit, 
unless  they  would  vote  for  him  for  senator.  The  democrats, 
not  feeling  disposed  to  vote  for  Huner,  and  seeing  no  chance 
for  electing  any  other  ])ers(>n  of  tlieir  party,  I'csoh  ed  not  to 
hold  an  election,  if  they  coidd  prevent  it.  There  v.  ere  sev- 
eral eiforts  on  the  part  of  the  house,  and  the  whigs  of  the  sen- 
to  elect  supreme  judges  and  senators,  but  the  deniocrats  of 
the  senate  voted  against  going  into  joint  convention,  and  hav- 
ing a  majority  in  tliat  body,  the  legislature,  after  sitting 
till  the  25th  of  February,  adjourned  without  electing 
eitlier  judges  or  senators,  and  Iowa,  for  the  first  two  years  af- 
ter organizing  a  state  governnient,  was  not  represented  in 
the  United  States  senate. 

[TO  r.E  CONTINUED.] 


THE  riEST  DEMOOEATIO  LEGISLATIVE   CAUCUS  IN  THE 
STATE  OF  IO¥A. 


Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  July  31st,  1S71. 
Editor  of  tue  Annals  of  Iowa:  —  It  may  be  interesting 
to  some  of  your  readers  to  read  the  proceedings  of  the  demo- 
cratic caucus  at  winch  the  first  senators  of  the  United  States 
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IVoiii  tlie  state  ol'  Jo\v:i  ^\■('^(;  in  iioininal I  ljclif;vc.  it 
was  not  llie  })raclic'(M)l cil  iuii"  [>;n1y  at  thai  lime,  to  puMiHli 
the  }jroc'COflings  of  their  nehtical  caucuses;  hii!  at  this  latr;  (Lay, 
1  suppose,  I  will  hai'dlv  Ijo  ciiar<;(  (l  with  a  hroach  oi"  couli- 
donc'L  if  i  make  public  the  prcjceediiigs  had  in  caucus  of  tlio 
then  dominant  party,  both  in  tlie  state  and  fhe  Union,,  inas- 
much as  it  f.{0cs  to  show  who  were;  the  promin(;nt  men  of  our 
Btalc  a  quarter  of  a  ccntu.rv  ii'^o.  Jn  order  to  a  full  under- 
Btandin<i,'  of  the  subject,  it  may  be  proper  to  give  the  names 
of  the  meml)ers  of  each  house  of  the  general  assembly  ;  which 
arc  as  ibliows  —  democrats,  in  roman  ;  whigs,  in  italics  : 

Si':nati<:.  —  Tlionias  S.  Esj^y,  James  Sproit^  George  G . 
Wri(//ity  Jolni  J.  Selinan,  Barney  Royston,  F.  M.  .'Oasad}-, 
Milton  J).  BroimdiKj^  Alfred  S.  Fear,  Evan  Jay^  John  How- 
ell, Erancis  Sj^riiujer^  I  v.  R.  llai'bour,  Lorinij  Wheeler^  John 
P.  Cook,  F.  B.  Bradley,  Thoophilus  Crawford,  Juhn  G.  Shields, 
and  Freeman  Alger. 

House.  —  W.  C.  Read,  0.  J.  McFarland,  iMichael  H.  Walk- 
er, Samuel  N"orton,  Isaac  W.  Grifiith,  John  Alexander,  Wil- 
lard  Elmer,  W.  W.  Mo Mxinnamian^  Abner  Jl.  i\LcCrary,V^Q\^. 
ben  Riggs,  Joseph  IL  Flint,  Williaih  JL  Allison^  Lysander 
W.  Babbitt.  ]\Ia]dy  Gilford,  Thomas  L.  Sargeant,  J.  L.  Corse, 
John  Penny,  Geoige  Davidson,  IJugh  R.  Tlionipson^  Marh 
Burroughs^  Sfun  ud  I).  Wooda^ortJi,  George  Weyand,  V\"illiam 
Baker,  Andrew  Collins,  Joseph  F.  Harrison,  WrigJit  Willia?ns^ 
Steioart  Goodrell  AYilliam  Jacobs,  Sniiloy  H.  Bonham,  Jolm 
D.Evans,  James  D.  Bourne,  Jeremiah  C.  Betts,  ^1^/y//'.::/?/2. 
Timmons,  Dennis  A.  I\[ohony,  Nathan  G.  Sales,  James  Lang- 
ton,  Mr.  Wood,  and  TiLr.  Stephenson. 

Of  the  members  of  the  Senate,  J/.  D.  Brovyning  and  Jolin 
P.  Cook,  who  vvcre  then  whigs,  ai'e  now  actini;-  and  voting 
with.the  democratic  party,  and  John  J.  Sthnan  was  at  last 
accounts  a  tierce  republican.  The  democratic  members  of  the 
liouse  now  living  are  still  democrats,  and  the  whig  members 
are  republicans. 

Of  the  members  of  the  senate,  Gkokgk  G.  TrKiGiiT  has  since 
been,  elected  one  of  the  supreme  judges  of  the  state,  and  is 
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now  oik;  ol'  llie  Uiiitcid  Stiitcs  sciiialoi-s  IVnm  stale. 
I).  BkowNiNd,  has  occupied  t Ik?  ])o,-il of  (Jiilu;d  SlJitcs  dip. 
trict  altoj'iicy  i'or  the  st{i,t(;  of  Iowa.  J''i: a xcis  J).  Si»ur\(;i:K,  and 
P.  Al.  Casadv,  have  each  held  the  ofiice  ol"  d i>l J-ict  jiid^'e,  Mr. 
Casady  has  lieKl  the  oflice  of  receiver  ol"the  iJniled  States  hirKl 
olii(;e,  and  J.  J*.* Cook  has  been  elected  a  member  ol' ct>ni^i-ess. 

Of  tlu;  members  of  the  honse,  C.  J.  McFaki.axd,  has  held 
tlie  oflicc  of  district  judu'e,  and  J.  W.  Gj^ffitji,  L.  \V.  l>.\u- 
BiTT,  N.  G.  Saij:s,  and  S'i'i;\\'Aicr  Goopkell  has'eeach  h(;ld  the 
cilice  of  re.L;;i.ster  or  recei\'ei'  in  the  United  States  laiid  oflice. 
This  muchj  Mr.  Editor,  as  a  prelace.  x^ow  for  the  proceed- 
in^jjs  of  tiie  caucus. 

"  At  a  meeting  of  tlio  democratic  nKMn])ers  of  the  (general 
assembly  held  in  the  hall  of  the  hou^e  of  representatives, 
Tuesday  evening,  December  r>tli  1S-J8,  on  nK^tion  of  0.  J. 
McFariand,  of  Lee  county,  Jose],)h  11.  Elint,  of  Wapello  coun- 
ty, was  called  to  the  chair,  and  on  motion  of  J.  L.  Corse,  of 
Des  Aloines  county,  Lysandcr  Yf.  ixibbiit,  of  Marion  county, 
was  elected  secretary. 

On  motion,  George  Williams  was  appointed  sergeant  at 
arms.  ' 

On  motion  of  J.  AV.  Griffitli,  of  Lee  county,  all  persons  not 
democratic  members  of  the  senate  or  house,  were  requested 
to  leave  the  hall.  On  motion  of  J.  L.  Corse,  of  Des  Moines, 
the  roll  v\'as  called,  and  the  loUowing  genilemen  answered  to 
the  call : 

Senate. — Selman,  Harbour,  Casady,  Fear,  Crawford, 
Shields,  Bradley,  Howell,  Alger,  Espy,  Koyston. 

HousK.  —  Alexander,  Babbitt,  Baker,  Bctts,  Bonliam,  Col- 
lins, Corse,  Davidson,  Elmer,  Evans,  Flint,  Gitlbrd,  Grillith, 
Jacobs,  Langton,  Harrison,  "dahony,  McFarlaiKl,  Xorion,  Pen- 
ny, Read,  liiggs,  Sales,  Sargeant,  Walker,  Weyand,  Wood. 

Mr.  Mahony  moved  that  the  caucus  now  proceed  to  vote 
for  candidates  for  United  States  senators.  L'pon  which  mo- 
tion the  yeas  aiul  nays  were  oi-ilered,  ami  v,-ere  as  follows: 

Yeas.  — Alexander,  ]>abbitt.  Baker,  Corse,  Davidson,  El- 
mer, Flint,  Gilford,  Grilllth,  Jacobs,  ^[ahony,  ^'^orton,  Fenny, 


]871.] 


'1)1  r:  i  i);s'i'  dJ'  .mocka'i  i(j  cauc^l'S. 


055 


Howell,  aiul  J^)yKl<jn.  —  22. 

Nays.  —  J)('tl,s,  ]]uiiliain,  (^tlliiis,  Evans,  i  larrisoi),  ].aMi::ton, 
]\rcFai'la]ul,  Sales,  AVeyaiid,  AVood,  Soluiau,  Sliields,  J>railley, 
Es|))',  Oiawford,  and  Al<;-er. -— 1  (>. 

The  motion  ol'Mr.  iMahony  having  pi'evailed,  Mr.  l^j-adley 
moved  that  the  vole  taken  for  senators  be  an  ijifonind  vr)tc. 
Ml".  ]\lahony  moved  tc>aniCMjd  hy  addinii'  and  if  any  jjerson  \'0- 
ted  for  has  a  majority  of  all  the  voles  cast,  he  bedcx-hired  duly 
nominated." 

Tlie  question  being  taken  on  },\r.  Mahony's  amendment,  the 
amendment  was  lost.  The  qnestion  on  Mr.  ]>radley's  motion 
was  carried  in  the  aflirmativc. 

The  caucus  then  proceeded  to  an  informal  bnllot,  ^lessrs. 
Bonham  and  Harrison  acting  as  tellei's,  which  resulted  as 


follows : 

Augustus  C.  Dodge   38 

Y.  P.  Yan  Antwerp   4 

George  VJ .  Jones  11 

Stephen  Hempstead   7 

 Smith   2 

Joseph  Williams   1 

R  B.  Bradley   2 

Thomas  F.  Wilson  •  10 

Charles  Mason   1 


Whereupon,  on  motion  of  C.  J.  McFarland,  Augustus  C. 
Dodge  was  nominated  by  acclamation. 

Mr.  Bradley  moved  that  the  caucus  take  a  recess  for  fifteen 
minutes,  and  that  the  members  from  the  north  meet  together 
for  consultation,  which  motion  was  lost. 

Ml".  Harbour  moved  that  the  caucus  proceed  to  a  formal 
ballot  for  a  second  candidate  tor  United  States  senator;  which 
motion,  ju'cvailed.    The  vote  being  taken  resulted  as  follows  : 


Wilson  11 

Jones  14 

.]Iem])stead   8 

Yan  Antwerj)   4 

M  ason   . .     1 
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Tlioi-c  bcii)<z;  no  c.lioice,  on  mollon  ol'^Mr.  Sclnian,  tlio  f;:Lii- 
CUB  j)i-occeedod  lo  a  third  ballot,  w  illi  the  i'ollowiii//  j-OHult, : 


Jones  15 

AVilflon  1^ 

]Ien)|)8tead   9 

Van  Antwerp     1- 

Mason  1 


Tlie  oaucns  having-  failed  to  make  a  cl)oice,  on  motion  of 
J.  AV.  Grillitl)  a  Ibni-th  balhU  w;is  had  with  lh(;  result  Ibllow- 
ing,  the  names  of  all  candidates  but  Jones  and  ^Vil8on,  being 
witlidrawn  : 

Jones  28 

'  Wilson  lU 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bj-adley,  George  Jones  was  nomina- 
ted by  acelamalion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bradley,  the  eaucus  adjourned  until  to- 
morrow (Wednesday)  evening,  to  meet  at  7  o'cloci:,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  nominating  candidates  for  Judges  of  the  supreme  court. 

JosKrn  11.  Flint,  Chairinan. 

L.  W.  BABLrj"T,  Secretary. 

[to  3iE  CONTINUED.] 


TEE  IMPOETAIIOE  OP  THE  MISSISSIPPI  EIYEE  TO  THE  STATE 
OP  IOWA  km  THE  1T0]1TH-\YEST. 

BY  J.  E.  GRIFFITn,   C.  E.  IN  CRAJiGK  OF  LOCK  AND  STONE  WOKK, 
DES  MOINES  KAPIDS  CANAL,  KEOKUK,  lOAVA. 


Situated  as  the  state  of  Iowa  is,  gcogi'aphically  considered, 
it  is  an  inland  state,  but  commercially  it  is  most  assuredly  not 
80 ;  or  at  least  it  should  not  be.  It  lies  between  the  Alissis- 
sippi  and  Missouri  rivers  whicli,  cond)ined,  constitute  the 
largest  navigable  sti'cam  in  the  world,  it  di  es  not  require  a 
very  sagacious  ndiid  to  com})rehend  ihc  design  of  the  Archi- 


■/'if? 


187i.] 


657 


toct  the  Universe  In  cxtendinL^  to  IIk;  InicA'loy  and  throup^h 
the  lieart  ol'  the  <2;reatesl  a_:^niciil! ui'al  (;ounIry  in  the  world, 
rieli  in  fioil  und  mineral  weahli,  ahundinit  in  intelli^enee  and 
enterprise,  tlie  most  Ijeaiitilnl  river,  the  Father  of  Waters," 
coursino'  its  way  IVoni  the  cold  moiuilain  peaks  ol"  the  noi'th- 
west  throui^h  a  country  now  ahonndingin  peace,  Ireedoni  and 
uiiily,  to  the  sea.  As  a  i>^rand  artery  he;itiiiiz;  its  way  to  the 
ocean,  the  heart  of  watei's,  it  shonld  throb  with  tlie  life  of  the 
great  north-west,  and  convey  to  the  world  the  knowledge 
that,  as  long  as  iis  watcii's  wouUl  tend  to  the  grand  j-eservoir 
—  the  Atlantic,  so  also  would  the  ]\[ississi])pi  valley  continue 
t(>  i)rosper  and  thrive.  It  is  said  that  tlie  Mississijtpi  river  is 
a  stream  not  commensurate  with  its  apparent  magni- 
tude. Not  so :  it  is  true  that  tliere  are  obstructions  at  cer- 
tain points  whereby  uninterru])ted  communication  cannot  he 
ollcred  to  the  shippers  and  producers  of  Iowa  witli  the  sea  ; 
but  these  obstructions  can  and  wil]  be  removed,  })rv»vided  the 
people  of  Iowa  and  other  states  of  the  Mississippi  valley  take 
an  interest  in  the  project  and  insist  that  their  riglits  to  a  por- 
tion of  the  great  improvement  expenditures,  be  asserted.  It 
is  the  duty  of  the  representatives  of  this  great  state  to  i?nihj 
represent  the  wants  and  vvdshes  of  their  constituents,  and  de- 
mand with  proper  means,  tlie  disbursement  of  a  goodly  por- 
tion of  the  revenues  of  this  country  for  the  thorough  and  nn- 
impeded  improvement  of  the  Mississi])pi  i-iver,  so  that  we  can 
ship  our  grain  from  Dubucpie,  Davenport,  Aluscatine,  Bur- 
lington, and  Keokuk  direct  to  Europe,  Brazil,  and  otlier 
foreign  parts,  without  being  subjected  to  the  monopolizing 
influence  of  railroads,  wliich  have  been,  so  far  in  the  history 
of  our  state,  corporation  lotteries,  whereby  a  few  have  pros- 
pered at  the  expense  of  the  many.  Although  an  increase  of 
railroads  wil],  in  time,  nnuoubtedly  decrease  the  rates  of  tariff 
which  we  are  compelled  to  pa}^  in  order  to  lind  a  suitable 
market  for  the  immense  products  of  our  fertile  soil,  a?]d  the 
industry  of  our  popuhition,  still  we  will  never  attain  the  end 
which  we  deserve,  until  we  fully  take  ad  vantage  of  this  grand 
avenue  which  the  Almighty  has  causeii  to  course  on  our  very 
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borders.  Sir.'plns  j)r()(luce  needs  -.i  market  wlierelii  we  eaii 
COiiipcle  witli  olliei-  stales.  Water  lines  oi'  cuimn im icat  iuii 
when  |)roj)ei"ly  nianamMl  haw  ever  heen  of  imniensc  v;iin(,'  lo 
tlie  coinitri{\s  w  hich  the}'  ch'ain.  Caiial.s  ha\e  been  e'inrirnct- 
ed  ll)rou<j;h  porlionb^  ol'otlier  .states  in  oidei'  to  allnid  outlets 
lor  cereals,  live,  stock,  and  other  sdni-cesol'  revenue.  liirt  wo 
have  a  natuj'al  canal  of  great  magnitude,  an  ocean  in  iiself, 
whereby  with  a  small  annjunt  oj'  cx[)enditure  in  imj)rove- 
nients,  our  state  can  save  millions  in  treasure.  The  only  ob- 
structions to  the  iVee  navigation  of  t he  i.ssissi ppi  are  at  I)a.v- 
enport  and  ICeokuk.  These  can  be  overcome  in  two  or  three 
years.  Already  the  channel  improvements  at  the  lirst  named 
place  are  raj)idly  aj)[)i-oachini;'  completion,  and  in  less  than 
three  years  a  heavily  laden  cratt  from  the  n])])er  j\l ississippi 
can  deposit  its  caro-o  safely  in  A'ew  Orleans  or  Mobile.  To 
obviate  the  dani;ei"s  of  the  delta  of  the  .Mississippi,  a  canal  is 
being  constructed  from  a  point  ten  miles  beh>w  A'ew  Orleans 
to  the  sound,  west  of  xdobile,  shortening  the  distance  to  the 
eea,  and  doing  away  with  the  risk  whicli  our  valley  Inis  re- 
fused to  assume  in  shipment  oi  produce.  At  Keokuk,  the 
Des  ^[oines  rapids  are  l)eing  Ihiuked  by  means  of  a  shipcaJial 
with  three  locks.  At  Kock  Island  a  channel  two  liundred 
feet  wide  with  five  feet  of  water  in  lowest  water  known,  is 
being  excavated  across  the  various  chains  or  rapids  which 
have  been  the  terror  of  steamboatmen.  The  sandbars  and 
Bnags  of  the  river  at  various  points  are  being  cleaned  out  by 
artificial  means,  in  other  words,  a  tew  far-seeing  mimis  have 
taken  an  interest  in  the  inr)ri>vement  of  the  Father  of  Waters, 
and  are  working  with  herculean  effoi'ts  to  throv/  at  our  very 
doors  the  means  of  saving  our  moneys  and  'oeneliting  our 
and  other  states.  But  the  h'200,()U0  pojvulation  .of  Iowa 
Bhould  grasp  the  import:ince  of  diis  project.  Let  us  now  see 
what  prolit  we  will  have  \\\  making  the  yiississippi  river  our 
channel  of  communication  with  the  i-est  of  the  world.  Let  us 
see  what  we  can  eifect,  and  how  we  can  do  away  with  the 
terrible  railroad  mono[)olies  which  have  been  the  only  di'aw- 
backs  to  the  progress  of  our  state.    It  is  useless  to  suppose 
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tliiit  AiJ.  an;  no!  iiil c  rested  in  llii.^;  iji:!ller.  and  it  will  1k;  well 
woi'ili  the  wliile  lor  each  and  e\(  rv  lliiiikiii^  man  ol'  lowii  to 
study  the  matter  thoi'ou'.drl y  and  lend  his  ;  ^si^,tan(•(,'  in  the 
prosecution  ol' all  the  improvement  plans.  ll  i&  hut  a  lew 
}'ea)'S  since  the  people  ol  Iowa  saw  lit  to  consider  the  impoi't- 
ance  oi' the  removal  (d' rehel  ohslrnctions  (Mi  the  haidcs'cd' the 
lower  I\ris.sissi])pi.  AVhen  Delmont,  Co]ntid)Us,  l-'ort  J'illow, 
Mem])his,  A^ickshui-^-,  and  .Poi1,  Hudson  were  )»lace(l  in  defi- 
ance of  the  i'i<;lits  of  the  northwest,  of  the  IVee  navigation  of 
its  walers,  every  man  expressed  liis  in(liL!;nation  by  olfej'ing 
life,  limb,  or  tretisure  in  removinir,  by  force  of  arms,  the  block- 
ades. Since  that  successful  openiiiii;  of  the  river  and  removal 
of  artificial  obstructions,  all  seem  to  ibrgettliat  a  campaign  is 
iiecessai'}'  for  the  removal  of  natuj-al  obsti-uctions.  Our  state 
is  in  the  era  of  enornious  agricultural  productions —  sr.i'pass- 
ing  the  wildest  estimate  ever  nuide  by  euthusiast.  Our  ]>0])- 
ulation  is  increasing  at  a  wonderful  I'ate.  With  the  grand  fu- 
ture now  opening,  with  the  prestige  and  renown  of  our  noble 
state,  with  our  fertile  soil  and  salubi-ious  climate,  Iowa  has 
befoi'e  her  a  most  magnilicent  destiny  if  it  bo  not  mari-ed  by 
folly  and  gi'asping  avarice;  nature  has  never  spread  a  fairer 
and  nobler  field  tor  the  enterprising  genius  td' human  liberty 
than  the  great  prairies  of  Iowa.  Let  the  masses  of  the  peo- 
ple therefore  comprehend,  accept,  and  vindicate  their  great 
destiny. 

There  is  one  proposition  we  can  start  with,  and  that  is,  that 
our  provluctions  here  in  Iowa  exceed  the  capacity  of  transpor- 
tation, and  that  eFilarged  water  facilities  must  be  had  to  the 
east  in  order  to  pi-otect  our  ]:>roducing  classes  from  being 
robbed  of  the  fruits  of  their  eariiiniis  by  the  existing  lines  of 
communication.  The  present  lailroads  and  canals  being 
wholly  inadequa^^e  to  trans])ort  our  ])i'<.Hlucts,  the  ])eop]e  have 
to  submit  to  any  i-ates  of  freight  that  avarice  and  cu])idity 
may  demand.  All  the  losses  consequent  upon  the  delays  and 
rregularities  attendiu'j^  this  trans])ortation  of  our  })roduct3 
which  flow  from  this  state  of  things  fall  upoji  our  pi'oducers. 
Our  i'armers  must  bas  e  otlier  outlets  for  their  products,  and 
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at  llio  earliest  j)i-acl i(:al)!e  nionK'iil  too.  I vaili'ua<ls  )i:ivo  liC'cn 
coiifitructed  tlnuaiL^houl  the  Ioiil'IIi  and  hj-eadili  <>i'  <»iir  .^tale. 
The  people  expected  (o  rctceive  L'l'eater  benefits  tliej'j.iliy. 
True,  they  have  realized  some,  hut  not  in  such  quanlitN'  as 
would  be  coinniensurate  with  tlie  a^^sist/mce  iH*nder(rd  by  thein 
to  tliese  companies.  The  wliole  railroad  system  of  this  states 
has  now  become  a  vast  and  terrible  monf)p<»ly.  iiithei-to  un- 
known, and  undj-eamerl  ot'  in  a  tree  count)-y.  The  jjeoj/u^ 
have  been  ap]);d]ed  by  the  impu(.lence  and  boldness  with 
wdiich  these  nu!rciless  corporations  have,  withont  reas<Mi,  ex- 
cuse, or  explanation  advanced  ]'>riees.  nnditlieir  just  indifiua- 
tion  is  every whei'c  finding  vent.  It  is  a  matter  which  comes 
homo  to  every  farmer,  and  finds  its  way  to  the  firesides  ot'all 
tlie  cottages  which  dot  our  vast  ]irairies.  Are  tlie  hard  earn- 
ings of  thofiii-mer,  moistened  with  the  sweat  o1"  his  brow,  to  go 
into  the  already  ovei'gorgc^d  pockets  «)t'  bloated  and  mammoth 
monopolies,  or  shall  he  he  graciously  permitted  to  liave  some 
of  the  fruits  of  his  toil  left  to  su])|)ort  his  family,  to  support 
schools  and  educate  his  children,  to  improve  his  fai'm,  to  en- 
large and  beautify  his  home  and  enable  hini  to  occupy  what 
should  l)e  the  proud  position  of  an  Iowa  fa.rmer  ^  These  are 
questions  that  are  coming  home  to  the  firuside  of  all  the  farm- 
ers. It  may  be  said  that  the  combined  power  and  wealth  of^ 
all  these  corporations  are  strono-  and  overwhelming;  that,  by 
their  constant  efl'orts,  acting  in  concert,  a.nd  hedging  up  the 
avenues  to  public  opinion  by  silencing  the  pi-ess,  they  will 
divide  and  distract,  and  finally  defeat  us.  Admitting  their 
power,  managed  by  the  best  minds  in  the  country,  controlled 
by  men  of  intellect  and  sagacity,  backed  up  by  untold  wealth, 
the  man  who  does  not  see  in  the  future  a  teri'ific  struggle  be- 
tween the  oppressed  and  opj^ressor,  is  "  neitlier  a  prophet  nor 
the  son  of  a  prophet.  "  By  looking  at  the  Mississippi  river 
and  thinking  of  tlie  incalculable  value  of  its  broad  expanse  of 
water,  the  solution  of  the  ])roblem  can  be  obtained.  It  is  now 
known  that  the  great  drawl)ack  to  the  navigation  of  that  river 
consists  in  the  Rock  Island  and  Des  Moines  Rapids.  These 
obstructions  interfere  with  the  free  navigation  of  the  river  to 
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an  cxtenl  little  kix^wii  mikI  ljut  lii;Iillv  :i|>j)i'('('i;il(;(l.  'I'lioy  ura 
a  lax  ()(' millioiiH  upon  mil!inii.s  of  dullar.s  aniiuall  v  ii[)Oii  the 
])C(>l)l(i  ol"  tlie  i\!is8if^si|)j)i  \';ill('y,  w  lio  live  above  them.  \\'ith 
tlio  rapids  "  ekiaiied  out,  l  he  lalMiloiis  iLinoimts  of  i^n-aiii  raised 
ill  western  and  northwest(irn  Illinois,  western  Wiseonsin,  in 
Iowa  and  Minnesota,  would  find  a  nuirket  by  the  w.iy  of  the 
]\'Iississij)pi  river  and  new  Orleans,  instead  of  hy  ihe  hikes  and 
canals,  unless  the  ])riees  of  freight  hy  this  last  named  i-onto 
sliould  be  reduced  so  that  <;-rain  could  p^c;  as  cheap  that  way  as 
by  the  river.  In  such  a  case,  the  farmers  ovei*y  where  would 
have  the  benefit  of  the  reduction  of  i-ates  forc(.'d  by  the  ^[is- 
siseippi  competition.  With  the  rapids  i!n})rf)ved,  so  that  they 
would  no  longer  be  an  impediment,  to  the  ri^er  navi<ration, 
there  is  no  doubt  in  the  minds  of  practical  men  who  have 
t]iorou*^hly  investigated  the  snl)ject,  tliat  grain  and  flour  can 
be  taken  to  the  seaboard  market  in  the  east  vastly,  cheaper 
tlian  present  rates  by  the  lakes  and  canals.  AYith  good  navi- 
gation, with  elevators  and  other  facilities  for  moving  grain  at 
St.  Louis  and  New  Oideans,  with  new  and  competing  lines  of 
transportation,  wheat  can  be  transported  from  the  upper 
Mississippi  to  New  Yo»'lv  for  thirty  five  cents  })er  bush- 
el, while  to-day  it  costs  sixty  cents  or  more  per  bushel  to  send 
it  by  way  of  Chicago  and  Buffalo.  This  is  a  savin<j  to  the 
producer  of  twenty- five  cents  per  busliel  in  favoi-  of  the  i-iver 
route  to  market.  The  idea  that  wheat  and  corn  will  not  bear 
transportation  through  the  heats  of  the  gulf  stream  is  not  well 
founded.  With  the  regular  and  swift  lines  of  |)rc>}")ellers  from 
New  Orleans  to  the  eastern  cities,  the  transit  of  the  products 
of  the  valley  of  tlie  Mississippi  would  bo  quick  and  certain. 

When  we  figure  the  vast  amount  of  wheat  raised  in  the 
states  I  have  mentioned,  which  would  find  its  way  to  the  mar- 
ket by  the  river,  were  it  unobstructed,  we  can  readily  see  the 
millions  of  dollars  which  would  be  saved  to  the  people  of  tluit 
section  evci*y  year,  counting  the  saving  at  twenty-five,  twenty, 
or  even  fifteen  cents  per  l>ushel,  Kemove  these  obstructions, 
and  onr  producers  will  then  have  a  eonvenient  and  adequate 
outlet  to  the  markets  on  onr  own  sea])oard  and  of  Europe. 
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Tlioy  can  inai-l<cl  llicir  <;!aiii  iti  Londnn  and  la \f*i-j>ool,  Ije 
8nc<;essriil  (•<  uiipcl  itors  of  iaiii/pcaii  ])r(»<lu('(-r.>  on  tiH-ii-  (>\v]i 
soil,  and  cv'cnl  imlly  coiilrul  tlic  pjacc  of  bi-cad -1  ii ll'^  in 
very  conteT  ol*  the  woiM's  ti.idr.  In  Enrope  land  is  .-carce 
und  rent  laiinously  hii^h  ;  tliu  oonscqnenco  is,  liial  oni*  I'arni- 
ors,  who  have  cheap  lands  and  !nerhanical  lahor  can  })roThice 
grain  with  j)i'ofit,  at  iiuiirus  that  would  ruin  the  European 
i'ariner.  'i'lu^  0]\\y  obstacle  lliat  pi'eventb  M-estei-n  pi'(i(hicers 
IVoni  iindersellin*;'  and,  hv  successful  competition,  diivinrr 
foreign  prodncei's  tVoni  their  ()wn  nuirket,  is  the  want  ot'clieap 
transpoi'tatlon.  For  the  past  live  yeai"S  the  average  price  per 
bushel  of  wdieat  in  London  and  Liverpool  has  heen  si.:}7  in 
o-old,  or  $1,90  ol"  oni'  own  curi'ency.  Tiie  English  i'aianers 
cannot  ])roduce  it  at  a  less  cost  with  any  jjrofit.  The  land  is 
mostly  held  hy  the  nobility,  who  exact  as  rental  therefor 
forty  per  cent,  of  the  productions.  Improve  these  rapids, 
and  grain  can  he  sent  fi-om  Iowa  to  Xew  Orleans  for  twenty 
cents,  and  thence  to  Liverpool  for  seventeen  cents,  including 
cost  of  trans-slii})ment  ;  thus  netting  our  farn:ers  at  least  one 
dollar  and  fifty  cents  ])er  bushel,  and  giving  them  the  |)ower 
to  undersell  the  Jl]nglish  farmer  in.  his  ov^'n  market,  and  event- 
ually comj)el  him  to  seek  other  pui'suits. 

Nor  is  it  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  three-tifths  of  the 
grain  and  ilour  of  these  states  woidd  clu»ose  the  river  route; 
because  with  uninteri-upted  navigation,  grain  will  lind  a  l)ct- 
ter  mai'ket  on  t!ie  Mississii)pi  rhan  on  the  lake,  and  farmers  in 
the  easteiai  ]:)ai'ts  ol  Illinois  and  AVisconsin  will  find  it  to  their 
interest  to  look  westward  to  the  new  market  thus  established. 

It  is  objected  that  wheat  cannot  bo  shipped  through  the 
gulf  without  in  jui-y.  The  fact  is  that  the  United  States  ex- 
j)orts  wheat  and  flour  to  P<.>rtuual,  Brazil  ajid  Australia;  and 
England  imports  largely  from  Turkey  and  Egypt.  Yet  all 
this  co!nmei-ce  is  across  the  ti't'pics,  through  a  climate  sui>ject 
to  the  inlluences  which  i)revail  in  thogulf;  besides,  thirty  years 
ago,  bel'ore  i-aih'oad  contiections  between  the  east  and  the 
west,  the  surplus  wheat  of  the  Ohio  valley  was  sent  by  tlat- 
boats  to  Kew  Orleans,  Jind  tlience  by  vessel  to  iSew  York  ;  in 
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this  \v;iy  Xew  OrlcaiiR  c'liiu'  lo  fiijoy  ;i  lai'uo  cxpoj-t  trade  in 
pi-odiicc.  Ifwiicat  would  l)cai-  Nliij'incut  by  tlial  i-'Hitc;  t  lien, 
"will  il  iM.'t  l>cai*  piiicnt  by  tlia.t  route  now  i  I'ul  it  is  a  not- 
icoaldo  fact  thai  (.his  fuar  of  w  heat  or  1h)ur  spoil Iml;  in  the 
gulf  is  of  eastern  orin^iii  ;  it  conies  through  (yhic.i;^o.  It  is  an 
oKl  story  —  much  harped  upon  hy  ciKunies  of  i-i voi*  navig  itlon 
that  tlie  Mississippi  can  he  so  impj-oved  that  it  will  have 
the  capacity  to  con)[K!i(Mvi' Il  railroads.  Not  so;  llie  ini])i"ovo- 
nients  now  •'•oiru'-  on  will  he  salisfactorv  ;  all  who  sec  them 
believe  so.  The  strongest  I'ivcu'  men,  began,  at  one  time,  to 
think  that  they  must  learn  p;istoral  life,  and  resign  themselves 
to  their  fate,  and  allow  the  i-iver  to  dwindle  to  insignilicance. 
The  aspect  of  ail'airs  is  now  changed,  and  we  ])romise  to  fol- 
low with  our  commerce  our  gi-(;at  river  to  the  gulf. 

Before  the  war,  St.  Louis  did  not  (ixport  a  siugh?  bushel  of 
grain  southward,  in  bulk,  and  as  a  consequence  the  markc^t 
was  easily  glutted.  Now,  all  is  changed.  One  elevator  of 
1,250,000  bushels  capacity  at  St.  Louis,  lines  of  boats  and 
barges  for  cheap  transportation  south,  floating  elevators  at 
New  Orleans,  and  vessels  towing  this  freight  to  all  the  world, 
make  a  picture  calculated  to  gladden  the  hearts  of  the  farm- 
ers of  L>wa.  The  p'ro?/iisc  is  that  grain  will  go  to  J^iverpool 
for  thirty  cents  per  busliel.  Let  im])rovements  continue  ;  let 
this  commerce  increase;  let  these  ra|)ids  be  improved;  let 
100,000,000  bushels  be  exported  by  way  of  this  river,  and  the 
price  here  will  be  better  one  day  and  year  with  another,  than 
it  is  in  Chicago.  Then  will  Iowa  farmers  be  in  as  good  a  sit- 
uation as  Illinois  farmers —  nay,  Illinois  larmers  wiil  desire 
to  change  with  us,  even. 

Chicago  ]~>apers  tell  us  sagely  that  we  n.iust  address  ourselves 
to  raising  stock;  that  we  ai-e  too  far  oif  to  raise  c..»rn,  barley, 
and  wheat  for  export.  V/e  tell  Chicago — ami  we  love  and 
honor  CMiicago — hei"  enterprise,  hei-  intelligence,  liei*  activity, 
and  thrift  we  admire;  she  is  a  wonder,  an  American  wonder; 
—  but  we  tell  her  not  toput  on  airs  to  her  sister  state.  Iowa 
must  have  a  state  j^olicy.  "^A'e  must  magnify  our  rivers  and 
their  commerce.    Wo  nmst  improve  the  good  gifts  that  our 
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Fallior  li.-is  us;  we  iiiusi  luivo  a  jjolicy.    Our  Jiilli  <;;i(l-s 

must  1)(3  ()j)oraU'tl  as  /(^//yjrt  i-aili'oads,  and  the}'  iDw^t  not  dis- 
criniiualo  against  the  Mississij^pi  a.s  a  clianncd  ol'  cuniinei-fo. 
Lot  JHinois  thrive.  Let  (^hicaL'C)  rise  —  \vc  care  not  liow  higli, 
but  not  by  approjii-iat in^'  tlie  Iruit  of  our  toil.  J.et  her  look 
out  lor  Chieag'o,  wo  will  try  to  look  out  Coi' Iowa.  Thisj^tato 
policy  will,  in  the  long  run,  be  the  best  for  all  Iowa  railroads. 
Let  our  farmers  have  cheap  tran>it  to  the  river,  and  the  rail- 
roads aci'oss  our  state  will  be  busy  in  carrying  IVeight  to  the 
rivei'.  Lut  if  they  ii^sist  in  discriminating  against  the  Misvis- 
sipj)i,  and  forcing  I'roight  to  Chicago,  then  soon  the  north  find 
south  roads  will  head  them  olF  by  their  routes  to  St.  Louis, 
and  llicir  Chicago  Ireights  are  gone. 

Dui'ing  the  coming  winter  let  it  be  the  main  object  oflowa's 
representatives,  as  well  as  those  of  other  states  of  the  .Missis- 
sippi valley,  to  obtain  an  appropriation  that  will  quickly  com- 
plete all  these  improvements.  The  sum  appropriated  bast 
winter  was  so  meager  that  work  was  stopped  on  August  1st, 
when  there  reuKiincd  four  of  the  best  working  months  of  the 
year.  All  this  because  there  were  no  moneys.  Compare  the 
amounts  appropriated  annually  for  tbe  improvement  of  har- 
bors on  sea  and  lake  coasts,  where  the  tonnage  and  shipments 
are  slight,  with  the  paltry  sums  given  for  the  thousands  of 
miles  of  our  river  coast,  with  its  millions  of  tonnage  and  a 
billion  of  capital.  Is  it  just  i  Is  it  our  proportion  of  the  na- 
tional treasure  ?  ^lost  assuredly  not.  Let  our  press  agitate 
tbe  matter ;  let  our  foremost  men  proclaim  it  in  the  halls  of 
legislation,  and  in  a  short  time  the  country  at  large  will  see 
that  the  great  northwest  is  alive  to  its  interests,  and  will  have 
its  rights.  The  consequence  will  hnally  be  that  the  agricultur- 
al interests  of  Iowa  and  other  western  states  will,  in  due  time, 
become  as  advantageous,  pecuniarily,  as  the  commercial  aiul 
manufactoring  interests  of  the  states  of  the  east  are  to  them. 
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[AUhou_:;li  thy  lollDwiiii;- is  not  .stric  ll\  coin;  jcti.'l  with  ]osv;:  hixlory,  we 
cheerfully  giv(;  it  u  \>\iu-c.  in  tlic  An.nals,  liopiii^  il  nuiy  stimulaie  some 
one  to  collect,  for  pii blitj.it ioa  in  these  paiics,  th(;  names  iiml  military  rec- 
ords of  those  who  Inive  a  Jionu-  in  Iowa,  of  tiiat  uallanl  little  biuul,  so  long 
nci^lectetl  by  the  Govcrnmoit,  and  now  so  fist  ili.sappearin^;  from  amon;^ 
us  —  the  HurvlvinL';  soldiers  of  the  war  of  I><1"3.] 

BY  F.  SNVDl'Mi,  :\rAiiVS\-IlJ,l-:,  NODAWAV  CO.,  MO. 

As  II  niiitter  oi"  gonural  interest,  I  present  the  readers  of 
the  A^;nals  with  a  brief  sketeh  cd'iill  the  old  sohliers  now  re- 
siding;- in  Nodiiwiiy  county,  Missouri,  as  far  as  1  htave  been 
able  to  aseei'taiii  any  iacls  oneei-nin^  their  history  : 

James  Giitlirie,  aged  S('von[y-sc\'en  years,  was  a  Nolunteer 
in  Col.  Rielno'd  M.  Jolmson's  regiment  of  jven'LUcky  mounled 
riflemen.  He  enlisted  at  llarrodsbiirg,  ]vy.,  and  s(M'ved  up- 
wards of  six  months.  He  Avas  present  at  the  battle  of  the 
Thames,  October  5th,  1813. 

Peter  Moe,  aged  eighty-live  years,  served  under  Captain 
Morelioiise,  in  Cul.  Peter  Alleifs  regiment,  lie  was  at  tlie 
battle  of  Queenstown,  October  11th  and  18th,  KS12,  in  Col. 
Yan  Kenssehier's  brigade.  He  was  also  at  Lundy'sLane  and 
Buffalo. 

James  Hanna,  aged  Bevcnty-seven  years,  was  a  member  of 
Capt.  Andy  Burns's  company,  in  Col.  Richard  Shankliu's  rcg- 
ment.  He  enlisted  at  Union,  Ya.,  in  1S11-,  and  was  dis- 
charged a!:  the  same  place,  Januai-y,  1S15. 

William  B.  Jones  was  a  juivate  in  Captain  William  Jones's 
comj)any,  and  m  Colonel  Jones's  regiment  Yirginia  militia. 
His  age  is  seventy-live. 

AVilliau)  13.  Chilton  (sometimes  written  Shelton),  aged  ninety 
years,  enlisted  at  lulwardsviile,  Illinois,  in  islo,  in  Ca})tain 
Samuel  Vriiitesidc's  company  and  Colonel  William  Pussell's 
regiment.    He  was  at  .'i  bnttle  at  Puck  Island. 

AVilliam  Corken,  aged  seventy-nine  years,  enlisted  in  Poss 
county,  Ohio,  October  1,  1S12,  in  Ca]>tain  James  Kilgore's 
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company  —  a  coinpanj  of  horsemen  Jitta(  iied  to  General  'J'u])- 
per's  brigade. 

William  Jones  was  drafted  in  Robs  county,  Ohio,  and  .started 
towardb  the  front  with  his  gun  upon  his  shoulder,  bat  hired 
a  substitute  on  the  way  at  §20  per  month,  whereup(vn  he  re- 
turned home,  as  did  also  his  substitute  at  the  end  of  nine  dayb 
thereafter. 

Edgcome  Shiutjhter  was  also  in  the  war  of  1S12. 

Ira  B.  Johe  was  a  private  in  Captain  E.  Daman's  eo]n})any 
(formerly  commanded  by  Ca])tain  J.  W.  !Stej)honson),  in  a 
regiment  of  Illinois  mounted  rillemen,  in  the  Elackhaw  k  war. 
Mr.  Jobe  was  badly  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Ead  Axe,  and 
at  Wadam's  Grove,  Stephenson  county,  lllinoib,  and  has  drawn 
a  pension  since  July  10,  1851. 

George  J.  Smitli,  aged  lifty-nine  years,  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Mexiean  war,  and  also  in  the  war  of  the  Gi'cat  Eebellion.  In 
tlie  latter  war  he  was  a  member  of  company  II  of  tlie  twenty- 
seventh  Ohio  infantry,  and  also  a  member  of  company  D  of 
the  Veteran  lieserve  Corps. 


NOTES  ON  THE  HISTORY  OP  POTTAWATTAMIE  COUNTY. 


BY  D.  C.  BLOOMER,  COUNCIL  BLUFFS. 


No.  2. 

(Continued  from  ppgo  533.) 

Long  before  the  Mormon  rule  in  western  Iowa  had  passed 
away,  quite  a  number  of  "  Gentiles  —  a  term  applied  to  all 
persons  who  were  not  members  of  the  Church  of  Latter-Day 
Saints  —  had  been  attracted  to  the  locality  for  the  purpose  of 
trade  with  the  people  who  made  their  tem])orary  resting-place 
on  either  side  of  the  Missouri.  Mr.  Donnell  first  opened  a 
small  store  at  Winter  Quarters,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Mis- 
souri, in  the  fall  of  18^7  or  early  part  of  1S48,  and  to  that 
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place,  in  Fehriiiir}'  of  tlie  Inttor  yoar,  came  Mr.  Jonallian  Ji 
Stutsman,  to  take  cliari^o  of  the  business.  He  made  the  jour- 
ney from  St.  Joseph  on  hors'*back,  and  lie  infuruis  the  writer 
that  there  was,  at  that  time,  but  one  house  of  any  dejicription 
between  the  south-west  corner  of  the  state  and  Winter  (Quar- 
ters. Mr.  Stutsman  remained  at  Winter  Quarters,  in'char^^c 
of  the  business,  until  J une,  1848,  when  the  store  was  renioved 
to  the  Iowa  side  of  the  river,  at  a  ]>uint  near  the  head  of  what 
was  then  known  as  Miller's  Ilollow.  The  business  was  here 
re-opened,  under  the  well-known  tirm  name  of  Stutsman 
Donnell,  in  a  small  loi^  buildin^^,  and  continued  at  the  same 
place  for  a  number  of  years.  Just  about  the  same  time  the 
Mormons  also  abandoned  Winter  Quarters,  and  f^enerally  took 
up  their  residence  in  the  vicinity  of  Miller's  ilollow,  and  also 
rapidly  spread  themselves  ovei*  the  surrounding  country  ;  but 
the  point  above  named,  afterwards  known  as  Kanesvi'le,  and 
finally  as  Council  BlulTs,  continued  to  be  the  center  of  t)pera- 
tions.  Mr.  Stutsman  was,  in  fact,  the  first  Gentile  who  set- 
tled among  them.  He  soon  after  married,  and  is  a  resident 
of  the  place  at  the  present  time,  and  is  still  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile business.  He  built  the  lirst  frame  store  house,  and 
also  the  first  frame  dwelling  house,  erected  within  the  present 
limits  of  the  city  of  Council  P>lutfs.  Being  of  a  genial  and  ac- 
commodating disposition,  he  has  always  had  hosts  of  friends, 
and  is  known  far  and  wide  among  the  early  settlers. 

The  next  new  Gentile  settler  was  Mr.  Cornelius  A^oorhis, 
also  still  living  in  Council  Biulis.  He  arrived  at  Miller's 
Hollow  on  the  17th  of  August,  1848,  and,  in  partnership 
with  Eddy,  Jamison,  &  Co.,  of  St.  Louis,  opened  a  small  store 
near  the  corner  around  which  the  future  city  was  to  grow. 
The  building  first  occupied  by  him  was  on  the  south  side  of 
the  street  or  road,  but  he  soon  erected  a  large  log  building  on 
the  opposite  side  and  a  little  farther  east,  into  which  he  re- 
moved in  the  fall  of  181:8,  and  which  continued  to  be  his 
place  of  business  for  a  number  of  years,  having  only  been  re- 
moved within  a  year  or  two.  Mr.  Yoorhis  describes  his  resi- 
dence hei-e  during  the  fall  of  1848  and  succeeding  winter  as 
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(Irciirv  (Mi(ui!';li,  jnnd  lie  .-:i_Vh  II"  (Ik;  oj)])*.)-!  unify  liiid  ofl'crcd 
ho  sli()iil()  Icf'l  llic  [.lace,  t)nl  llic-i'C  was  li!  1  Ic  cum m n riic-a- 

(ion  willi  the  onlsidc  world,  and  iic  t liei-td'oi'c  I'L-niainvd,  witli 
Ilia  wife,  wait  in;;-  Inr  hoftci-  (iinc,',  to  turn  u{). 

01' course  tlic  folK/wcrs  olMox-pli  Sniilh  cnjovc-d  llic  situa- 
tion well  enowLdi.  'Iduw  weJ(^  Ww  away  tVoin  tln'ir  Oeritile 
])e^^ccuto^p,  and  had  no  tear  of  .Mi.s.-:ouri  reuulator.s  or  Illinois 
mobs;  but  Ibi*  Ci entiles  who  did  not  fubscribe  tc)  tlieir  faitb 
the  prosjX'ct  w;'.s  (h'ear)'.  I;ut  si  ill  tlK.vsc  remote  people  had 
votes,  or  were  supposcMl  t<»  base,  and  in  tb(»  fall  (d"  ISJS  the}' 
were  visiicd  by  j)olilieaI  mi.-isionai'ies,  under  \\-hos','  mainpida- 
tions  tiieii-  votes  wei-e  c;iHt  ("or  a  whii.;  candidal e  ibi-  coni:;ress. 
Tins  vote,  howe\'e)-,  did  not  help  hiiti  to  a  seat,  foi-  tlie  ])oll 
books  wcj'o  stolen  on  tlieir  ^vay  to  the  ])la(?e  wliei-e  they  wei'e 
to  be  oanvasse<l.  Vov  pr(>sident,  the  voti;  of  ]\)t(awatf amic 
connty  in  ISiS  is  ^iven  in  the  Trihnne  AJmanac  as  527  for 
Taylor  and  42  ibr  Cass,  but  it  is  added  in  a  note  that  Pot- 
tawattamie, Avlicro  the  Moi-mons  i-eside,'^  wa.s  not  counted. 
For  the  part  Orson  IJyde  and  A.  W.  l~lab])itt  took  in  tlicse  and 
other  elections,  the  ibrmcr  aetinq-  ^^eneraily  witii  the  whiles 
and  the  latter  being  a  demociTd,  both  wei'o  summoned  to 
answer  before  tlie  church  at  Salt  Lake  (h'ty.  They  r(\spoii<led 
to  tlie  summons.  Hyde  confessed  jiis  misd.oings  arjd  asked 
forgiveness,  which  was  granted,  a.nd  he  was  therefore  re- 
baptized  and  taken  bad:  into  the  chnreli  in  full  fellowship), 
and  remained  in  it  until  his  death,  l^aldntt,  on  the  other 
hand,  refused  to  adinit  that  he  had  done  anything  wrong,  and 
was  therefore  cnt  oil'  from  tlie  church  and  never  re-admitted 
to  full  fellowship,  but  remained  on  the  outskirts,  holding 
offices  in  Utali  tei'ritory  from  the  general  government,  and 
iinally  lost  bis  life,  in  ISotb  at  the  hands  of  the  Indians,  while 
on  bis  way  from  the  ]\[issouri  river  witb  a  valuable  ti'ain  ibr 
Salt  Lake. 

The  next  Gentile  who  took  up  bis  residence  in  Miller's  Hol- 
low was  AVilliam  Ik  Ferguson,  of  St.  Louis.  He  engaged  in 
trade  with  a  Aformon  named  NeedlKim,  who  >-ubsei]uently  re- 
nioved.  to  Salt  Lake,  while  Fergiison  returned  to  his  former 
place  ol  residence. 
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W'illiniii  ]l.  PowcM's,  wlio'ui  wild  w.'is  a  Moi'innn,  c-Iaiiti-,  to 
liavc  built  llui  first  luuist;  in  iMillcr'b  llolltAv,  in  184V,  ami  Ik- 
still  I'C'sidcs  on  tli(^  K;inio  f^pot  v/lierc;  it  was  oi'ectecl. 

Th(3  sons  oCDjivis  llnrdin.  Ilio  oi'i;;iiial  a^ent  of  tlio  J''otla- 
waltaniio  Indians,  cojiliinivd  to  reside  '>ii  iliO  Inidi  holtoii) 
land,  at  oi-  near  a  ]>la('o  niarkcd  on  llic  cM  maps  Council 
Point,  {ind  tlie  lands  llioy  llicn  tai'jncd  still  pi-od iico  :d)undant 
cro})S  of  corn  and  wheat,  all lioiiLdi  in  continntxiK  cuhivjitioii 
for  nearly  lliirty  years.  G eiiei\'illy,  li(iwe\-er.  tlie  <'ieii!i!es 
did  not  trouble  tlie  ]\[ornion  settlonien'is  in  LS-18  and  1840  to 
any  considerable  extent. 

The  name  oi'the  place  ^y^ls  chan<^cd  to  Kanesville,  in  honor 
of  TlionnisM.  Kane,  who  had  visited  tlie  phicc  at  an  early  day. 
During  these  years  the  church  took  (;oicniz;ince  ('fall  olicnscs, 
and  the  severest  jjunishinejit  tliiit  could  befall  c'lny  (^ne  was  to 
be  cut  c>if  troni  fellowship.  Life  and  pi'operty  v/ere  secure, 
and  no  intoxicating  drinks  were  sold  or  di-ank  at  the  seltle- 
mcnts.  The  ])eople  spread  themselves  over  the  suri'ounding 
country,  and  quite  a  considerable  settlement  was  located  on 
Pigeon  creek,  in  the  nortlieri]  part  of  the  county,  and.anoiher 
on  the  Kishna[)Ot*iny,  in,  the  southeastern  p:irt  of  the  courjty, 
whore  a  mill  was  built  by  Peter  Haas  and  — .  Vv  eymeyer,  and 
the  place  v/as  afterwards  known  as  Macedonia.  In  the  nortb- 
eastei-n  ]^avt  of  the  comity  another  sertlemen.t  was  c<v.Hinenced, 
in  and  around  Lewln's  Grove.  The  lirst  settlers  here  wej-e 
Captain  Joshua  lleadlee,  William  Henderson,  and  John 
Kritzinger,  the  latter  of  whom  built  a  mill.  Henderson  set- 
tled in  the  midst  of  the  timber,  and  proceeded  to  clear  off  a 
farm  in  regular  Indiana  style.  On  being  asked,  subsequently, 
why  in  the  world  he  should  do  this,  when  be  was  surrounded 
by  such  beautiful  prairies,  h^  replied  that  he  had  always  l)een 
accustomed  to  live  in  a  timber  country,  and,  by  the  grace  of 
God,  he  intciided  to  die  in  the  midst  of  timber. 

Eastv;ard  abou.t  one  and  a  half  miles  from  the  line  of  blufts 
at  Kanesville  quite  a  settlement  was  early  made,  along  tlio 
valley  of  the  .Miisketo,  a  stream  crossing  the  county  diagonally 
and  entering  the  Missom-i  river  near  its  southwestern  corner. 
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lloi-o  Wick'ii  old  Indian  iin'll  \\jib  hituated,  and  William 
Garner,  JOzra  Sco/ield,  Sinion  (Ji-avljill,  Alexander  ^^»llel1, 
and  Alexander  Marsliall  preferred  to  )-(!inain,  afler  tlie  ( Jlnircli 
of  Jiatl,er-l)ay  Saints  removed  lo  tlie  mounlains.  0(liei-f^, 
from  amon;^'  the  CJentile.s,  also  settled  in  tlie  f-ame  valluy 
durini^  the  years  1852,  1S53,  and  ISol,  and  it  has  been  for 
ina,ny  years  om^  of  tlie  l)ne:4  farming;-  })ortions  (d'llie  eounty. 
It  is  now  travci-sed  tliroui^li  its  entii-e  leng-th  by  the  CAucavjo^ 
Rock  Island,  &  Paciiic  Railroad.  Deer  were  formerly  very 
abnndani  aloiiij;  the  Mnsketo,  and  venison,  dni-ini^  tlu;  winter 
season,  was  furnished  to  the  iidjabiljints  in  lar^^e  (juantities 
and  at  low  prices. 

Durins;  the  year  IS  tO  the  emigration  to  Ore;i;on  and  Cal- 
iforniji  aci'oss  the  plains  connnenced.  A  lai-L;-e  pru[)ortion  of 
tliese  iiiovini^  caravans  crossed  the  river  at  Jvanesville,  and 
moved  westward  alon£x  the  road  so  freqnentl}"  followed  by  the 
Mormoiis  on  iheii*  v/ay  to  and  from  Salt  Lake  City.  The 
journey  from  the  Mississippi  to  the  banks  of  the  Sacramento 
was  a  slow  and  toilsome  one,  and  occu})ied  from  three  to  four 
inontlis,  but,  uri;-ed  on  l)y  the  desire  tor  gold  and  tl]e  prospect 
ofi*apidly  acquiring;  wealth,  the  emigrants  toiled  on  their  way 
without  complaint  or  murmurino",  ^J'he  jc)urney  was  made  in 
wagons  of  all  sizes,  drawn  by  horses,  mules,  and  oxen,  and 
the  emigrants  were  composed  almost  entirely  of  young  and 
adventurous  men,  di-awn  toward  the  Paciiic  by  the  famous 
gold  mines  just  then  opened  on  and  near  its  shores.  They 
6top]ted  on  their  way  in  the  Mormon  city,  and  occasionally 
one  of  then^  tarried  behind  and  made  it  his  liome.  But  the 
great  emigration  fairly  began  in  1S50,  when  the  whole  coun- 
try was  covered  with  the  vast  caravans  that  moved  slowlv  on- 
v/ard.  Of  course  the  facilities  for  trade  and  njoney-making 
multiplied,  and  the  number  of  Gentiles  began  sensibly  to  in- 
crease on  the  sti'eets  ol"  Xanesville.  Srdoons  and  gambling 
houses  were  o])ened  during  that  and  the  following  year,  and 
courts  lor  the  enforcement  of  the  laws  bciran  to  be  talked 
about.  This  summer,  1S50,  Joseph  Tootle  came  u])  from  St. 
Joseph  and  established  an  outiitting  house,  which  was  con 
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timiod  for  ii  miiubor  of  3'('ar-,  aiul  Nvas  ]:iio\vii  t lii'oiii.' liouL  tlio 
country  as  the  "Klopliaiit  Store."  .1.  A . .)  ack.s<»n,  so  well  known 
by  all  business  men  in  the  eai'ly  history  of  tliis  re£;if>n,  took 
charge  of  the  business  in  1851  —  lirst  [is  ek^-k  and  iiftei-wards 
as  partnei",  and  thus  was  ioi-med  the  of  'I'cotle  tSz  Jaekson, 
long  one  of  the  most  |)rom))t  and  enlcM-prising  in  the  entire 
western  country. 

Just  about  the  sjimc  lime-—  that  is,  1S50  —  ^y.  J).  Turnei', 
afterward  treasurer  of  the  eounty  in  1853,  S.  II.  Itiddle,  and 
J.  L.  Forman  came  to  the  county  and  C(jnnected  themselves 
with  ti'ade  in  some  ibrin  in  Jvanesville.  Two  or  tliree  steam- 
boats caiTie  uj)  from  below  and  remained  during  the  summer 
to  ferry  the  emigi'ants  across  tlie  river,  often  charging  as  high 
as  ten  dollai-s  for  ti'ansferi'ing  a  single  wagon  and  team  from 
one  bank  to  the  other. 

J3r.  B.  Y.  Shelly  commenced  practice  as  a  pliysician  in 
Kanesville  in  1850,  and  in  the  fall  of  that  year  S.  E.  Williams 
then  a  medical  student,  iirst  arrived  in  the  place.  He  was 
followed  in  1851  by  Dr.  P.  J.  McAtahon,  wdio,  in  connection 
with  Dr.  AYilliams,  at  once  secured  an  extensive  practice  and 
opened  a  drug  stoi-e,  the  lirst  in  the  village.  B.  II.  Pegram 
arrived  here  this  sumnier  and  commenced  selling  goods,  in 
connection  with  a  lirm  in  St.  Louis.  A.  S.  Bryant  also  first 
settled  in  tlie  county  this  3'ear. 

Trading  in  claims  w^as  a  business  in  which  all  more  or  less 
engaged,  and  some  very  valuable  locations  were  ])urchasGd 
from  the  Mormons  about  leaving  for  Salt  Lake.  This  year 
(1850)  the  count}^  of  Pottawattamie,  vvdiich  had  heretofore 
formed  a  part  of  Monroe  county,  was  organized  —  all  the  olii- 
cers  being  Mormons,  as  stated  in  the  previous  number  of  these 
notes. 

The  Robinson  brothers,  four  in  number,  arrived  at  Kanes- 
ville in  1851,  and  soon  began  to  be  heard  of  among  the  pop- 
ulation, although  all  w^ere  Gentiles.  G.  A.  Pobiiison  was  ap- 
pointed prosecuting  attorney  in  the  spring  of  1853,  and  was 
elected  to  the  same  ollicc  in  the  fall,  and  for  a  time  acted  as 
county  judge,  after  P>urdick  had  left. 
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111  185^2,  as  slated  in  ii  pi-cvioii-  ai-liclo,  llio  .M oruions  jiiovcm] 
ofi'lo  Sail  Lak'c!  in  lari^c  iiuiiilj(;rs,  almost  (ic'pojHiiatiii^"  llio 
count}'  in  so  doiiii;'.  The  (.ioiilIKs  canio  in  ra]*i<ll}'  It;  sup))!}' 
llieir  place,  and  iliis  yoav  tiiei'c  was  again  an  ininien.-e  emi- 
gration. One  i'lxi  n\i\y  be  _L;iven  to  illii^li'ale  ils  exlenl.  W. 
^Y.  J\)\vers,  J.  .]>.  Stutsman,  and  two  others  established  a 
ferry  ovei-  lliii  Jilkhoi-n  and  anolliei'  o\  er  I^oup  J'\>j']:,  and 
during  tlie  se:isun  they  recei\e(l  over  ooO,(')(j'J,  all  in  g<>hl,  Ibr 
transferi-ing  the  emigration  across  these  livers.  When  they 
came  to  divide  tlie  nnmoy,  at  the  close  oi'  the  season,  in-tead 
of  counting  it  out,  the  ])arrneis  seated  themselves  around  a.  Ijig 
table,  i\n(\y  after  producing  their  bags  of,gold,  ])roceeded  to 
make  four  plies  of  the  gold  rolers  "  (doul)le  eagles),  and 
after  all  had  been  thus  distributed,  each  i)arLy  t(;olv  one  j)ile 
as  his  share  of  the  business.  Po^vers  invested  his  money 
principally  in  the  purcha.se  of  vrduabie  claims  (I'arms)  on  the 
Musketo,  just  east  of  Kanesville. 

Early  in  the  spring  of  this  year,  l^lr.  San]uel  S.  Eayliss,  a 
native  of  Yirginia,  but  who  then  resided  in  Illinois,  after  hav- 
ing spent  some  years  in  Califoi-nia,  lefi  St.  Louis  ibr  Ivanes- 
ville  on  the  steanjer  Saluda.  Arj'iving  at  Lexington,  he  de- 
termined to  leave  the  boat,  as  he  was  convinced  that  it  was 
unsavfe.  He  had  scarcely  been  off  the  boat  ten  minutes  when 
it  blew  up,  instantl}^  killing  the  captain  and  from  one  hundred 
and  fifty  to  two  hundred  of  its  passengers.  Mr.  Eayliss  jnir- 
sued  his  way  up  the  river,  and  arrived  in  the  county  early  in 
April.  After  looking  over  the  ground  Jbr  a  couple  of  weeks, 
ho  determined  to  purciiase  a  tract  of  about  iouv  hundred  acres, 
compi'ising  tiio  farm  and  claim  of  Mr.  Ilem-y  Aiiller,  a  well- 
known  Mormon,  about  emii-rating  to  Salt  Lake,  and  the  same 
who  had  given  his  name  to  the  valley  of  Indian  creek,  at  the 
mouth  of  wdiich  the  claim  was  located..  Mr.  Bayliss  also  pur- 
chased the  bisho})'s  house,  or  ])]ace  where  the  tithings  had 
been  paid.  The  deed,  which  was  signed  by  Hyde,  com- 
menced as  follows:  "Jesus  Christ  and  the  Church  of  Latter- 
Day  Saints  sell  to  Mr.  Samuel  S.  Layliss,''  ccc,  6zc.  Mr.  13. 
says  he  thought  that  ought  to  be  a  good  deed.    That  year 
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Air.  13aylisR,  who  wan  mood  al'tci*  joincij  liis  l>i-ollicr,  ]\Ir. 
Joseph  I).  IjaylidB,  and  th(;ii'  raniilicri,  i-ais(;(l  a  lar/^e  croj;  of 
wlicat,  corn,  and  N  C^ulablos  on  the  claim  jmij chaBod  of  jMiller, 
all  of  which  found  a  r(;ady  sale  to  th(.'  oiriigrantR  (hiring  the 
eiiBiiinf]^  autnnm. 

The  emigration  throngli  tlio  j)h''ico  tliin  }'ear  was  again  very 
large,  and  niany  addilionn  were  made  to  the  Gentile  po})ula- 
tion,  who  ])urchaBed  tlie  old  ]\[o)-mon  claims,  often  at  very  low 
prices.  Among  olhervR  who  came  to  the  county  this  year,  were 
John  T.  Baldwin,  Stejdien  T.  Carey,  AVilliam  C.James,  A.  J. 
Bump,  J.  J.  Johnson,  and  1).  B.  Clark.  The  last  three  im- 
mediately engaged  in  farming;  Baldwin  commencefl  selling 
goods  ;  Carey  was  soon  elected  clerk  of  the  district  court,  and 
James  turned  his  attention  to  the  law. 

This  season  a  single  team,  with  a  small  hack',  made  the 
round  trip  from  Des  Moines  to  Ivanesville,  ti-avelin^.-  during 
the  day  and  laying  over  at  night.  The  entire  jonrne}^  out 
and  back,  occu})ied  from  a  week  to  ten  days,  according  to  the 
condition  of  the  roads.  The  iii'Sl  station  out  of  Kanesville 
was  at  Silver  Creek,  and  the  second  at  Wheeler's  Grove. 
The  latter  was  ke})t  by  Mr.  xToah  D.  Wheeler,  and  was  long 
a  noted  point  on  the  road  across  the  state.  About  twelve 
miles  east  of  this  station  was  Indiantown,  just  in  the  western 
part  of  Cass  county,  and  one  of  the  places  where  a  small  col- 
ony of  Mormons  settled  when  the  emigrants  from  Nauvoo  first 
crossed  the  state. 

A  building  called  Hyde's  New  Ilall,  situated  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  ])lace,  then  known  as  Hyde  street,  but  since  as 
Madison  street,  was  purchased  June  22,  1S52,  for  the  sutn  of 
$200.  It  was  used  for  live  or  six  years  as  a  court  house  and 
school  house,  and  for  various  other  purposes.  Near  it  was 
located  the  Union  House,  a  large  log  building,  and  for  several 
years  the  principal  hotel  in  the  place.  Just  at  the  intersec- 
tion of  this  street  with  Broadway  was  the  principal  business 
center  of  the  town.  Here  were  the  stores  of  Yoorhis,  btnts- 
nian,  Tootle,  Ferguson,  Pegram,  and  others.  Here  also  was 
the  drug  store  of  Dr.  Mci^lahon,  and  near  to  it  a  famous  saloon 
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and  gjimblini^'  house,  known  as  the  "  Ocoan  Wave."  A  little 
way  down,  or  westward,  on  jjroudway,  were.'  the  City  Hotel, 
Nchi'aska  Hail,  and  sevei'al  other  lar<i^e  huildini^s,  includini; 
the  liobinson  House,  which  was  quite;  a  lar:4e  Btiaicture  of 
hewn  lof^s,  ovcr^ which  G.  A.  Itobinson,  in  that  and  ibr  sev- 
eral Rucceeding  years,  presided  as  landlord. 

In  3  852  the  county  was  divided  into  three  townshijjs,  knov/n 
respectively  as  Kane,  Macedonia,  and  Itockf'ord.  Jvane  com- 
prised the  villai!,'e  of  JCanesville  and  the  adjacent  ])art  ol'  the 
county  ;  Macedonia  ci;nnprised  all  the  eastei  n  ])art  of  the 
county,  and  Rockfoi-d  the  noi'ih v.-estern  ])art  ol'  the  county. 
"This  latter  rei^ion  had  beeij  quite  extensively  settled  Ia'  Mor- 
mons, and  contained  a  number  of  fine  fai'ins  along  the  Mis- 
Bonri  bottom  and  on  IToney  and  Pigeon  creeks. 

The  first  Mormon  settler  was  lliram  ]-jostwich,  who  came 
into  the  townshi})  in  18-iG,  and  is  still  a  resident,  and  culti- 
vates the  same  lield  he  lirst  opened  up  in  ISiS.  The  name 
Rock-ford,  was  derived  from  a  gravelly  ford  across  the  Eoyer 
river,  and  Avhich  was  also  the  place  used  by  the  disciples  of 
Joseph  Smith  for  baptising  their  converts,  ^ear  this  ])oint 
was  also  the  Mormon  church,  of  the  locality  of  which  a  Mr. 
Wood  was  president.  The  first  school,  ])erhaps,  in  the  county 
was  o])ened  here,  in  IS-fS.  The  lirst  (Tcntile  settlers  within 
the  limits  of  Ilockford  townsldp  were  Joseph  Hill,  Josepli 
Kirby,  Robert  McGarven,  Samuel  Kirkland,  and  Sherman 
Goss,  wdio  settled  there  in  1850  and  1851. 

In  1851  the  vote  of  Pottawattamie  county  on  suj^erintend- 
ent  of  public  instruction  was  397  for  Woodward  and  51  for 
Benton.  In  1852,  for  president,  it  stood  :  111  for  Scott  and 
182  for  Pierce. 

The  name  of  the  town  of  Kanesville,  in  Pottawattamie 
county,  was,  on  the  19th  of  January,  1853,  changed  to  Coun- 
cil Blufis.  the  change  in  the  name  of  tlie  post  ofiice  having 
been  made  some  time  previous.  On  the  21th  of  Februai-y, 
1853,  an  act  was  also  passed  to  incorporate  the  city  of  Coun- 
cil Bluffs,  which  was  thus  made  a  body  corporate  and  invested 
with  all  the  power  and  attributes  of  a  mum'cipal  cor])oration. 
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11.  D.  Jolnisoii,  ill  the  BCiiate,  mid  A.  8.  Jiryant,  in  the  house;, 
were  mainly  instrumental  in  ])rociiiinij-  tlie  ])a.s.saf(e  of  tbcsc 
lawB.  Their  selection  of  a  name  for  the  new  city  was  fortun- 
ate, as  it  is  the  only  place  in  the  United  vStates  to  which  it  has 
been  applied.  Early  in  A])i'il  an  election  of  mayor  and  coun- 
cil men  was  held  in  the  new  city,  when  the  followini^  appear 
to  liave  been  chosen:  C.  Voorhis,  mayor;  S.  8.  Hayli.-s,  G. 
G.  liice,  8.  T.  Carey,  L.  O.  Littlelleld,  L.  IsL  Jvlein,  J.  E. 
Johnson,  J.  K.  Cook,  and  J.  Ij.  8tutsman,  councilmen.  At 
the  first  meeting  of  the  new  council,  held  April  13,  ISoo,  all 
were  present  except  Cook  and  Stutsman,  who  wei-e  each  lined 
five  dollars  for  non-attendance.  The  other  ollicers,  either 
elected  or  <'ij.)pointed,  wore :  AV.  IJ.  Robinson,  recorder;  M. 
W.  Robinson,  city  marshal;  A.  D.  Jones,  city  surveyor;  G. 
P.  Stiles,  city  attorney  ;  Isaac  Beelie,  city  supervisor,  and  G. 
A.  Robinson,  captain  of  the  lire  company.  Yery  little  Inisi- 
ness  a|)pears  to  have  been  transacted  this  year  by  the  corpora- 
tion authorities.  The  revenue  of  the  city  was  derived  from 
licenses  issued  to  gambling  houses  and  saloons,  and  the  city 
treasurer,  August  11,  1853,  reported  cash  on  hand  amounting 
to  $283. '/S.  On  the  2d  of  July  it  was  ordered  by  the  city 
council  that  no  ofiicial  notice  should  be  taken  of  the  firing  of 
squibs,  guns,  &c.,  until  the  5th  of  the  sanie  month  ;  so  that 
the  "  Glorious  Fourth  "  did  not  pass  by  unnoticed  in  the  new 
city.  Dnring  the  latter  part  of  the  summer  Mayor  Yoorhis 
resigned,  and  from  that  time  the  city  government  appears  to 
have  been  in  abeyance  until  the  spring  of  1855,  when  a  new 
election  was  held  and  new  officers  elected. 

Early  in  the  year  1853  Mr.  Samuel  S.  B  iyliss  determined 
to  lay  out  his  farm  into  town  lots,  and  the  plat  of  his  first  ad- 
dition to  the  city  was  tiled  June  13,  1853,  and  of  his  second 
addition  soon  after.  This  was  a  most  fortunate  event  for  the 
growth  of  the  city,  as  it  brought  into  market  an  area  of  about 
four  hundred  acres  of  high,  beautiful  prairie,  finely  located 
just  at  the  edge  of  the  bluiis  and  extemiing  westward  from 
them  about  half  a  mile.  Othei"  additions  were  soon  after 
added,  and  lots  in  all  of  them  soon  after  came  into  demand. 
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Mr.  Ba^'lif^B  from  tlio  lirnf,  pursued  ji  very  lilu'i-.-iI  coiirso  in 
diBpoeino-  of  liis  proporl}-,  [';iviii<r  many  Jots  away  and  sellini; 
others,  in  tliat  and  IIk;  iVillowin;.'-  year,  a(;  very  low  j^rices.  In 
connection  with  his  l)r()th(!i-,  Mi-.  J.  IJ.  l^ayhss,  lie  ])r()ce'eded 
to  open  a.  hriek  y.ird,  and  to  hum  sevei-al  kihis  of  veiy  line 
brick  that  season.  With  these;  Ijriek,  tlie  ilist  ever  inanutViC- 
tiired  in  western  Iowa,  several  dwelJini^s  wure  erected  that 
season.  'J'he  iirst  was  huilt  by  William  (J.James,  and  others 
wore  erected  by  T.  J.  TvLc^Fahon,  S.  E.  Williams,  and  J.  P. 
Wao'stair.  A- two-story  briek  biiildin/i;  was  also  constrneted  by 
Messrs.  Lowe  &  I^abbitt  lor  a  land  oflice.  In  the  latter  ]Kirt 
of  the  season  ]\Ir.  Hayliss  commenced  the  erection,  just  at  the 
foot  of  the  valley  of  Indian  cr(;ek,  of  a  brick  hotel.  It  was 
finished  (lui-iri<j:  the  fall  and  opened  on  Chj'i>stmas  d;iy  by  ^Iv. 
Bayhss,  who  was  its  first  landlord.  It  was  named  the  Pacilic 
House,  and  has  ever  been  a  popular  resort  for  ti-avelers  Ironi 
its  first  completion.  It  has  since  been  greatly  enlaro-ed  and 
improved  by  its  enterprisinii;  owner,  and  is  now  one  of  tlie 
most  spacious  and  convenient  hotels  in  the  western  conntry. 

On  tlie  cvenino;  of  the  13th  of  May,  1853,  a  brutal  mnrder 
was  com  nutted  in  one  of  the  small  valleys  on  the  south  side 
of  Indian  creek,  since  known  as  Glendale  and  now  Hlleil  with 
handsome  private  residences.  1'he  name  of  the  murdered  man 
was  Samuels,  and  that  of  the  murderer,  as  given  by  hiniself, 
was  Muir.  Both  were  emigrants,  on  their  way  to  California. 
The  deed  was  discovered  next  moi-ning,  and  produced  a  great 
commotion  ainong  the  immense  crowd  of  emigrants  in  the 
place.  Althongh  first  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  sherili',  it 
was  decided  not  to  wait  for  the  slow  forms  of  the  law  to  secure 
his  punishment.  A  jury  was  therefore  empannelied  and  as 
fair  a  trial  had,  probably,  as  could  be  secured  in  any  court  of  jus- 
tice at  that  day.  A.  C.  Ford  del  ended  the  accused,  but  the  jury 
had  no  hesitation  in  pronouncing  him  guilty.  Aluir  was  then 
taken  to  a  tree  about  twenty  paces  from  the  spot  where  he  had 
nuirdered  his  victim.  Kev.  i^l.  P.  Shinn  was  called  upon  to 
ad'.ninister  spiritual  consolation,  but  Miiir  refused  anything 
of  the  kind.    A  rope  was  therefore  fastened  around  his  neck, 
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placed  OVCM'  a  liinb  of  tlio  Irt'o,  and,  al'lcr  Hf>riio  li('^>it;il ion,  a 
CaliCorniaii  was  i'uiind  wIjo  faslcned  the  other  end  around 
inido's  neck,  and  just  as  (he  sun  was  setti/i.ic  tlie  hody  was  seen 
eu8})ended  helwcen  Jieaven  and  earth.  Tiie  *^h.'n  was  tilled 
to  overllowin^j;  with  the  people.^  (h'awn  tooetliei-  \>y  tiic  iH;veI 
and  terrible  speetaeh.'.  This,  as  far  as  can  be  ascertai ne(i, 
was  tlie  lii-st  murder  and  thi;  lirsl  instance  of  lynch  law  th-:t 
occurred  within  the  lin)its  of  the  cit  y  of  Council  Eiull's. 

At  the  annual  election,  lieid  in  the  suniniei-  (;f  this  year, 
Frank  Street  was  elected  county  judi^e  ;  W.  }).  Tui'iier,  re- 
corder, and  G.  A.  R«)l>inson,  ]}rosecutint;-  attorney.  Judi^c 
Street  liad  taken  up  his  residence  in  the  county  early  in  the 
spring  of  tliat  year.  At  the  judicial  (flection,  held  in  the 
spring  of  1853,  S.  H.  lliddle  ran  for  district  judge  and  re- 
ceived a  clear  majority  of  all  the  votes  cast,  but,  for  some  i-ca- 
son,  tJie  canvassers  refused  him  a  certificate  of  election,  and 
he  acted  until  tlie  next  election  (in  1S51-,  when  he  was  again 
a  candidate  and  elected)  under  a  commission  tVom  Governor 
Henjpstead.  His  predecessors  in  the  ollice  were  James  Sloan 
and  A.  A.  Bradford.  Although  Judge  Kiddle's  acquaintance 
with  the  technicalities  and  practice  of  the  law  had  been  lim- 
ited, yet,  being  ])ossessed  of  a  very  fair  share  of  good,  sound, 
common  sense,  he  made  a  very  good  judge,  and  very  few  of 
his  decisions  were  reversed  by  the  sujjreme  court. 

The  I^roniier  Guardian^  as  stated  in  a  previous  numlier, 
was  the  first  newspaper  published  in  Pottawattamie  county. 
It  was  commenced  in  IS-IS,  and  continued  to  be  printed  for 
about  four  years,  mainly  under  the  eharsi^e  of  Orson  Hyde. 
Although  chiefly  devoted  to  advocating  the  doctrines  of  i\[or- 
monisni,  yet  it  tt)ok  quite  an  active  interest  in  politics,  jzener- 
ally  supporting  the  whig  party  and  canditlates.  In  1850  A. 
W.  Babbitt  started  a  democratic  paper  and  called  it  the  Bugle. 
He  i)rinted  it  for  about  two  years,  wdien  it  passed  into  the  liands 
of  J.E.Johnson,  by  whom  it  was  edited  and  published  tor  about 
four  years.  When  Hyde  went  to  Salt  Lake,  in  I85'i,  betook 
a  part  of  the  matei-ial  on  wliicli  the  G'lanUan  was  ])rinted 
with  him,  the  remainder  going  into  the  Bugle  office. 
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Jolmson  was  an  active,  widc-awako  inan  —  iiKTcliaiit, 
ianiior,  and  publisher,  and  pobtniaster  IVoni  1853  to  1S5G- 
lie  devoted  a  large  s)>ace  in  tlie  Jh/fjlexo  the  advocacy  of  tlie 
local  interests  ol  the  county,  and  his  JJufjle  notes"  wore 
widely  copied  all  ovei-  the  country,  lie  was  a  Mormon,  bolli 
in  faith  and  practice,  and  aIthou<xh  he  tarried  bchiii-d  the 
great  body  of  the  church  on  its  removal  to  Salt  Lake,  yet  he 
also  linally  took  u[)  liis  residence  in  the  southern  ])art  of  L' tah, 
where  he  is  still  extensively  enii;a:;-ed  in  business.  Johnson 
early  opened  a  farm. about  four  miles  north  of  Council  I>hifi>, 
whicii  he  called  "Ellisdale,"  and  the  colnm.is  of  the  Jjiujlc 
were  frequently  redolent  with  })raises,  botii  in  ])rose  and  jjuetry, 
of  this  suburban  retreat. 

On  the  ll-th  of  November,  1S53,  the  city  of  Council  Blnll's 
was  visited  by  a  most  desti'uctive  lire  —  the  first  and  })roba- 
bly  the  most  destructive  that  has  occurred  in  its  histoi-y.  It 
broke  out  directly  in  tlie  cluster  of  log  and  frame  bnildings 
situated  at  the  head  of  Broadway,  and  in  the  very  center  of 
the  business  part  of  the  town.  Twenty-five  buildings  in  all 
were  destroyed,  including  nearly  all  the  business  houses. 
Among  the  suflercrs  were  i^'tutsman  tfe  Bonnell,  Tootle  &  Jack- 
son, E.  R.  Pegram,  and  a  number  of  otliers.  The  oflice  of  the 
Council  Bluft's  Bugle  lost  a  large  quantity  of  typo  and  other 
material.  The  total  loss  was  estimated  at  818,000.  xVlthough 
occurring  so  late  in  the  season,  the  v\'ork  of  rebuilding  was  at 
once  vigorously  commenced,  and  vrithin  a  few  months  a  large 
number  of  new  and  better  buildings  took  the  place  of  those 
destroyed  ;  but,  strangely  enough,  in  jusL  one  year  from  the 
jQrst  tire,  to-wit,  on  tlie  i-fth  of  November,  ISo-i,  a  second  nre 
occurred  on  the  same  spot,  in  which  seventeen  buildings  were 
destroyed.  In  this  fire  tlie  Binjle  was  again  a  heavy  sulierer, 
losing  two  presses  and  receiving  other  very  serious  damage. 

The  public  lands  in  Pottawattamie  county  were  surveyed 
during  the  years  1851  and  1852.  A  land  oiiice  was  located 
in  Council  Bluffs  (^at  iirst  called  Kauesvillc)  early  in  the  spring 
of  1853.  Joseph  11.  i).  Street  was  the  tirst  register,  and  Dr. 
S.  M.  Ballard  receiver.    They  opened  their  ollices  in  a  log 
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building-,  and  tlio  lirst  ontry  was  inade  inidor  tlio  })re-cni]Aloii 
law  by  Jo.sepli  i).  Laiio,  iho  kocoikI  by  Joseph  Jhisha,  and 
tlio  third  by  Mrs.  Maria  Mynstcr.  'J'his  hidy,  liavlno-  ilien 
recejitly  lost  lier  husband,  w  lio  liad  made  a  ])rc-en)plion  sot- 
tlemeiit  on  the  ]jublic  lands,  deterniined,  on  liis  death,  not  to 
lose  lier  claim  to  the  ti'act,  but,  witJi  lier  tlien  irijaiit  son, 
took  up  her  residence  upon  it,  in  a  rude  cai>in  hastily  con- 
structed, in  which  she  reinr.ined  lonij;  cnoui::h  to  enable  her 
to  secure  the  title,  which  she  still  holds.  Mi-s.  l\lynste]*  still 
resides  in  the  city.;  she  has  a  will  and  mind  of  her  own  on  all 
subjects,  and,  by  her  judicious  investments  at  that  early  day, 
has  secured  for  herself  and  ianiily  a  handsome  competency, 
and  has  always  been  regarded  as  one  of  the  njost  respected 
and  enterprising  of  the  early  ].)ioneer8  of  the  county.  The 
receiver  was  then  required  to  make  his  deposits  of  money 
coUecred  (only  gold  and  silver  were  receivable  An  payment 
for  landi  at  Dubuque,  and  the  journey  to  that  place,  across 
the  country,  was  at  the  tinje  a  really  serious,  if  not  hazard- 
ous, undertaking,  and  occupied  the  time  of  the  receiver  for 
two  or  three  weeks  in  making  the  trip.  Suljsequentl}^  St. 
Louis  was  designated  as  the  place  of  deposit,  and  thereafter, 
for  several  years,  the  gold  and  silver  collected  by  the  receiv- 
er was  conveyed  on  board  steamboats  on  the  Missouri  river. 
In  the  month  of  March,  1853,  the  number  of  acres  of  public 
lands  entered  was  3,S10,  in  April  -1,813,  and  in  May  15,371 
acres,  all  under  the  pre-emption  law.  The  land  district  then 
comprised  the  entire  western  part  of  the  state  for  a  hundred 
miles  east  of  the  Missouri.  Early  in  June  the  land  ofiicers 
were  changed,  Enos  Lowe  becoming  receiver,  and  Lysander 
W.  Babbitt  register.  Both  iird  previously  been  residents  of 
the  eastern  part  of  the  state. 

The  first  sale  of  government  lands  at  this  land  office  oc- 
curred on  the  6th  and  7th  of  June,  1853.  It  seems  to  have 
attracted  very  little  attention,  as  only  1,3U0  acres  in  all  were 
disposed  of,  and  all  at  the  minimum  price  of  si. 25  per  acre. 
The  speculators  in  the  public  lands  had  not  yet  turned  their 
eyes  so  i'ar  westward,  and  consequently  the  rich  and  fertile 
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pi'ai)"i(*e^  of  ^\^(!sl(;l•)l  Towa  i-cmaiiicd  witlioui  luijcis.  Up  lo 
llio  fii'st  of  January,  J  85-1,  lK),.'nS:^  acres  wei-c;  Hold.  J)iij'iiii; 
iho.  Biiiiunei'  of  JSr>;7  .Jolmson  Sz  (^asaily  opened  a  land  olliee 
in  (Council  JHulls,  (lie  lirst  to  eni;aae  in  that  ]>ranch  of  huni- 
ness  in  the  whole  i'e<rion  w(.'rI  of  Dt\s  .Muiner,.  J.  I).  Te.st 
w.'is  aRROciated  with  (hem  in  the  hnsiness  early  in  the  I'oHuav- 
im-j:  ye.'ir.  These  ^'entleinen  each  look  a  ))rofninent  priil  in 
the  Biibsequent  liistory  of  the  county.  Jolmson,  however, 
removed  to  Nebraska,  in  1S;:>L  oi'  3855,  the  business  beinp; 
continued  by  (Jasady  Te.-t. 

In  tlie  fall  of  1853  about  one  hundred  residents  of  Potta- 
wattamie counly  crossed  the  A[issoin-i  river  at  Trader's 
Point,  near  the  southwestern  coi'ner  of  the  county,  and,  with 
a.  few  Indian  traders  and  othei-s,  held  a  convention  at  l>elle- 
vue,  where  an  Indian  mission  liad  been  established  for  sev- 
eral years  amoni;-  the  Omaha  Indians.  At  this  convention  it 
Vvas  I'esoived  to  petition  conuress  lor  the  orijanization  of  a 
Dew  territory  west  of  Iowa,  to  be  called  Nebraska.  The 
meeting  also  apjjointed  iladley  I).  Johnson  delcLi^ate  to  con- 
gress to  urge  the  passa^'e  of  the  law.  I'his,  it  is  believed^ 
was  the  first  political  convention  ever  held  within  the  pres- 
ent limits  of  the  state  of  Nebraska. 

So  far  as  can  be  learned,  the  first  sermon  ])reached  in  Pot- 
taw^nttamie  county  by  an  orthodox  minister,  was  by  Rev. 
Will.  Rector,  of  Fremont  conity,  in  the  latter  part  of  Novem- 
ber, IStItS.  The  Rev.  Wm.  Sim])Son,  a  Methodist  clergyman, 
came  to  the  county  in  1850  in  pursuit  of  horse  tliieves,  and 
soon  after  was  stationed  at  Kanesville  by  tlie  presiding  bish- 
op of  the  state.  His  tield  of  labor  extended  over  tlie  entire 
territory  now^  comprised  within  the  limits  of  1^'remonr,  Mills, 
and  Pottawattamie  counties.  Jolm  Ilaydcn  was  then  presid- 
inir  elder  over  the  whole  reaion  v/est  of  Monroe  county,  and 
be  faithfully  traveled  over  his  entire  tield,  meeting  with  many 
interesting  incidents  connected  with  I'rontier  life  and  his 
labors  among  the  early  pioneers.  The  Mormons  were  but 
poorly  pleased  V\'ith  th^  a]~>pearance  of  a  Methodist  minister 
among  them,  and  liis  residence  in  their  midst  was  far  from 
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beint^  ]jle;isant.  Simpson  Kceins  to  lirive  mot  tliuir  hoslility 
with  a  o-ood  deal  of  spii  It,  and,  in  liis  sermons,  dealt  lliem 
Rome  })rct(y  sen-ore  Idow:-,.  One  of  his  disconrses  \\'as  known 
as  the  "  IVog  .sernion,"  in  wliich  lie  eompared  the  ]\Iornions  to 
the  froas  described  in  Ive\elalion.s,  that  "come  out  of  the 
moutli  of  the  dragon,  and  out  of  tlie  mouth  of  the  hea.st,  and 
out  of  the  month  of  the  false  ]>io]diet."  The  sermon  greatly 
enraoxnl  Orson  Hyde,  and  he  sent  Simpson  a  notice  that  he 
nuist  leave  within  a  very  lew  lioui-s,  or  his  life  v.'fudd  be  in 
dano'ci'.  The  latter  immediately  called  on  the  AJormon  auto- 
crat, and  told  him  that  he  held  him  respoJisible-  lb]-  his  lil'e, 
and  also  for  the  pr(>tection  of  his  }n-0])erty.  The  c\]r<L'  was 
theren])on  immediately  ^.'ith(lraw!],  and  Simpson  contiimed 
his  labors  until  the  fall-  of  ISoi^,  acting  during  the  last  year 
also  as  presiding  elder.  He  was  tlicn  succeeded  by  Rev. 
Moses  F.  Shinn,  who  came  from  the  eastern  portion  of  the 
state,  and  was  a  man  of  great  vigor  and  perseverance.  lie 
served  in  the  double  capacity  of  presiding  elder  and  preacher 
in  charge,  for  two  years.  Jle  was  assisted  by  the  liev.  'Mr. 
May  a  part  of  the  first  year,  and  l)y  the  Itev.  Mr.  Jejinings  a 
part  of  the  second  year.  During  the  year  1S(33,  the  Rev.  J. 
S.  Rand  also  came  into  the  county.  Mr.  Shinn's  labors  in 
1853,  and  that  of  his  assistant's,  seem  to  have  been  crowned 
with  a  good  deal  of  success,  and  quite  a  number  of  conver- 
sions occurred.  In  throngh  the  persistent  labors  of  the 
minister,  a  frame  building,  of  Cottonwood  lumber,  was  erected 
on  the  sieie  of  the  hill,  near  the  center  of  the  tov.-n,  which  was 
used  as  a  church  for  a  number  of  years.  In  collecting  funds 
to  meet  the  expenses  of  its  erection,  Mr.  Shinn  was  greatly 
aided  by  the  ladies'  aid  society,  of  which  I\[rs.  S.  S.  Bayless, 
Mrs.  Vr.  J.  Coopes,  Mrs.  Frank  Steel,  and  ]\[rs.  M.  F.  Shinn 
were  active  lal>orers.  They  enjoyed  the  satisfaction  of  lai'ge- 
ly  convributing  to  th<^  erecti(.)n  of  the  iirst  |)lace  of  Chrlbtian 
w^orship  in  the  county.  All  are  still  living,  and  all,  with  the 
exception  of  I\Lrs.  Sliinn,  still  residents  of  Council  Dluii's. 

In  reference  to  the  further  i-eligious  history  of  the  county, 
the  Rev.  G.  G.  Rice  has  kindly  allowed  me  to  make  the  fol- 
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lowliio- extract  tVoiu  a  soniion  pi-eaclied  hy  liini  in  ('';iijicil 
Jllud's  on  tlic  JL^tli  or'  So])fenil)('r,  JS(51)  :  — 

"  At  ilio  I'cpc.'iti'd  of  tli(^  Jii'cnt.  of  llic  ini^-  ioii- 

ary  rocicIt,  and  iindci-  llic  ])atr<)na;i(.'  of  tliat.  sociuty,  your 
Bpcaker  beL';an  iiis  lahoi-s  In  lliis  city  on  (lie  Ifjlli  ol' Xovenibcr, 
1851.  It  was  then  called  Jv;inc.s\  il!c',  rmd  was  a  villjiL^'e  of 
2,500  or  i>,()()0  inlial)itanls,  but,  it  ro,-,enil)Ic(l  an  encampment 
more  than  a  reguhir  setthanent.  l^o  one  tliou^-ht  of  making' 
tills  bis  lionie,  bnt  expected  eithc]'  to  leave  the  follov/ing 
epringj  or  as  soon  afterward  as  t)iey  couhl  awn  v.  The 
bouses  were  mere  temporary  shelters,  without  any  oth(;r  lur- 
niture  than  that  of  rude  liome  manulaclure.  The  ]je'>ple  did 
not  wisli  to  have  any  thing  to  sell  when  they  shoiihl  bi'cak  up 
to  move,  lest  there  shouh]  be  no  buyei's.  About  i'ourdifths 
of  the  people  were  j*.I(jrmons,  and  outside  of  the  viHai^e  they 
were  in  about  the  same  pi'opoi'tion.  The  Mormons  claimed 
to  number  about  15,()U0  in  western  Iowa,  wbilst  those  tliey 
classed  as  Gentiles  were  less  than  two  thousand.  The  Gen- 
tiles living  in  the  village  were  liere,  for  the  most  i)art,  for 
tbe  sake  of  the  spring  trade,  wbicb  the  annual  tide  of  emigra- 
tion across  here  to  California  and  Oregon  afforiied.  The 
Sabbath  was  the  day  when  there  was  more  buying,  selling, 
and  general  business  transacted  than  any  other  day  in  the 
week. 

"  Our  first  services  were  held  in  the  court  liouse  on  Madi- 
son street,  attended  by  the  Mormon  elders  and  many  of  their 
members,  but,  as  that  house  was  otherwise  occupied,  at  the 
hours  most  suitable  for  public  worship,  we  rented  a  log  h.ouse 
eighteen  feet  square,  on  J3roadway,  where  the  Bryant  House 
now  stands.  Here  we  had  preaching  every  Sabbath  morning 
and  evening,  a  Sabbath  School  in  the  afternoon,  and  a  week- 
ly prayer  meeting  on  Wednesday  evening.  There  were  in 
the  place  at  that  time  onl}-  two  families  of  orthodox  Chris- 
tians. One  was  that  of  a  merchant  belonging  to  the  Presby- 
terian church,  in  St.  Louis  ;  the  other  that  of  a  Methodist 
minister.  We  all  labored  together,  the  Methodist  brother 
preaching  every  alternate  Sabbath.    About  lifteen  persons 
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Steadily  utUMidod  llie  pi-ayci-  iii(.'(itiiiL^'  and  8ai)!jath  services, 
and  iiiaiiy  inoi-e  wcM'e  ()cca.-.iniial  allendants  (;n  tlic  Saljbatli. 
T\veiiil}  -ii\  o  ov  tliirly  cliildj  eii  w  vva  iiiRlrucled  in  llie  Saljljatli 
School. 

^'  In  the  sprln;;-  oi'  lSr>i^  a  ]ari!:o  lion.--(»  was  ])urcliased  on  the 
north  side  of  Middle  l>j-oiid\vay,  whicli  we  occupied  jointly 
for  over  a  year,  and  tlien  sold,  and  formed  .se])arate  conp-i-e- 
gations.  Towaid  iIk^  last  of  March,  cmifj^rants  foi"  Oregon 
and  Califoniia  boi;-an  to  [toiir  in  by  thousands.  From  that 
tinjc  until  July,  when  the  season  for  cmii^ration  was  over,  all 
was  bustle  and  confusion.  Hut  little  ^L'^i;ard  was  paid  to 
law,  order,  or  the  conventionalities  of  civil  life,  (rambling 
was  as  open  as  any  other  business,  and  their  tables  were 
sometimes  set  on  the  sidewalk  and  on  the  coj-ners  of  the 
street.  The  first  of  July  of  this  year,  when  the  emigration 
had  ceased,  the  town  seemed  desohite  and  dull,  for  scarcely 
five  hundred  people  were  left,  and  in  the  county  were  empty 
cabins  and  deserted  farms.  The  cholera  broke  out,  and  a 
large  number  of  persons  died.  But  in  the  spring  of  1853,  the 
emigration  brought  us  some  strength,  and  on  the  twelfth  day 
of  June  a  Congregational  churcli  of  eight  members  was  or- 
ganized. Five  of  them  liad  previously  been  Congregational- 
ists,  two  Presbyterians,  and  one  a  Free-will  Baptist.  In  the 
autumn  of  1853  the  honse  which  we  owned  with  the  Meth- 
odists was  sold,  and  for  the  next  year  and  a  half,  and  until  a 
new  church  was  erected,  your  speaker  held  religious  services 
in  his  own  house  on  Middle  Broadway." 

The  end  of  the  year  1853,  in  these  notes,  is  now  reached, 
and  here  we  close  our  record  until  a  subsequent  number  of 
the  Annals. 
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BY  K.  iU)OTII,  ANAMOSA,  lOWA. 

To  save  oxplan;itiuii  in  the  body  (>{'  this  arliclo,  i!  may  he 
advisable  to  state,  at  the  outset,  that  tlie  wi'iter  here(>l'  he- 
longs  to  that  chiss  known  as  .deal"  niutes  ;  was  educated  at  the 
institution  at  llartt'oi-d,  Conn.,  and  was,  afterwards  and  lor 
seven  years,  one  oi'  the  teachers  of  that  scliool  ;  also,  and  as 
this  is  intended  foi-  a  historical,  and  not  for  an  ordinary  Mag- 
azine, matters  will  he  introduced,  and  with  some  particular 
minuteness,  that  mic^ht  otherwise,  and  with  moi'e  propriety, 
be  ondtted. 

In  the  sprino^  of  184-0,  the  site  of  what  is  now  Anamosa 
did  not  contain  a  human  dwelling  of  any  kind.  At  the  dis- 
tance of  a  mile  or  more  therefrom,  and  at  a  point  now  called 
Fislierville,  stood  a  log  honse,  about  eighteen  by  twenty 
feet  in  size,  owned  by  a  company  engaged  in  building  mills 
such  as  wei'e  needed  by  frontier\s  men  for  grintling  or  sawing. 
The  company  consisted  of  Timothy  Davis,  of  Dubuque,  Gid- 
eon H.  Ford,  and  George  XL  Walworth,  the  first  and  last 
nanied  being  then  and  subsequently  well  known  in  Iowa  pol- 
itics. There  being  no  house  within  live  miles  of  the  |)lace, 
Mr.  Walworth  brouglit  two  of  his  sisters  from  theii'  liome  in 
Illinois,  to  aid  in  housekeeping.  One  of  these  sisters  was  a 
mute  Irom  Xew  Hamp^diire  and  educated  at  the  Hartford  in- 
stitution. Another  mute,  a  young  man,  also  educated  at  the 
same  school,  Air.  W.  found  at  Alton  and  brought  on  as  a 
skillful  carpenter.  The  name  of  this  young  man  was  L.  !N. 
Perkins. 

In  May  or  June  of  the  year  above  indicated,  a 
brother-in-law  of  the  writer,  Col.  David  Wood,  of  Spring- 
field, Alass.,  arrived  with  his  family,  and  with  him  the  writer 
decided  to  erect  a  frame  dwelling — the  first  frame  dvrelling 
erected  in  the  county,  by  the  way — on  the  site  of  what  al'tcr- 
wards  became  the  town  of  Anamosa.    The  frame  was  j)re- 
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]Kirc'(l  at  tli(;  mills,  nf;ir  flu:  In.r  honso  }itbr(;>ai<l,  and  in  .luiio 
or  July  we  ])rc)(*('0(l(Ml  to  dii^  iIk;  cellar. 

One  day  whilo  cn^a^cd  in  llii.-.  lallui'  oocupalioii,  in  coni- 
pany  with  Perkins  whom  [  had  hired  lor  iho  ]nu'[)0.se,  and  no 
othei"  ])er.son  beinLi,'  present,  the  Sherili'of  the  county,  Ihij^h 
33owen,  came  ak»ni;  in]ns  usual  w:iy  on  horseback,  die  stop- 
ped, dismounttnl,  drijw  a  roll  of  ])ap(;i's  i'rom  a  tin  case  and 
entered  our  names,  i)lace  of  nativity,  etc.,  in  the  census  of 
1840.  ilavini;-  j)eiibrmed  ihis  doubtles-;  agreeable  duty  of 
prying  ijito  e\-e)-y  mtiuV  history,  not  to  sn}'  Jiis  pri^'ate  af- 
fairs, the  Shorill'  remounted  his  Jiorse  and  proceeded  to  the 
log  liouso  before  mentioned,  there  to  continue  his  ])ursuit  of 
knowledge  without  the  aid  of  a  schoolmaster.  While  he  was 
entering  our  names  and  all  the  ei  cHeras^  I  noticed  that  his 
paper  was  printed  in  the  form  usual  on  occasions  of  tliis  kind 
and  that  he  placed  the  proper  iigui-e  under  the  head  of  deaf- 
mutes.  I  niay  add,  in  this  connection,  that  he  was  an  old  ac- 
quaintance, a  tall,  rather  shMuier  man,  with  a  wonderful  nose, 
large,  long,  and  beaked,  v;ith  face  almost  as  thin  as  a  meat 
axe.  He  was  a  genuine  good  fellow,  and  an  inveterate  old 
bachelor  withal  ;  and  was  the  first  settler  in  the  county,  liv- 
ing at  Bowen's  Prairie,  go  named  after  him.  He  removed  to 
Oregon  sonic  twcnt)'  years  ago,  and  I  have  no  information  of 
bim  since. 

The  taking  of  the  census  was  completed  throughout  the 
country,  and  in  due  season  printed  and  laid  before  Congress 
and  the  public ;  this  was  three  decades  ago.  ]\Iany  persons 
now  living  will  remember  the  stoi-m  v>'hicli  the  publication  of 
this  census  brought  up.  Jc>hn  Quincy  Adams,  ibrmcr  presi- 
dent, and  then  a  meml)er  of  the  lower  house  at  AVashing- 
ton,  and  otliers,  as  well  as  ilie  newspapers,  attacked  it  lierce 
ly  as  having  been  manipnlated  in  the  interests  of  slavery. 
John  Tyler  was  president  through  the  death  of  Harrison,  and 
John  C.  Calhoun  was  secretary  of  state  ;  the  ofiice  of  secreta- 
ry of  the  intei'ior  had  not  been  created  ,  and  the  census  bu- 
reau had  charge  of  census  matters,  subject  to  the  control  and 
supervision  of  the  secretary  of  state.    The  abolition  war  was 


ANNAI.,^  <i|-'  loU'A. 


[o(  I'^i'.i.i;, 


rnging  in  Coniijrcss  uiitl  out,  imd  soiiLlicrn  ))(jliticl{iiis,  and 
northern  tools  (l(;(;l:n'C(l  .sla\c]-}'  dixine,  anil  1jo.~!  ])ossil;lo 
cotidition  ior  IIk-  hhicks.  pi-MVi;  llie  tJ-iilh  nl  lijis  latter 

assertion  tlie  cen.sus  i-elums  liad  Ijeeu  so  j)ervcr1ed  as — tal&e- 
ly — to  show  that  a  tar  <^rea(er  jo-opoi-tion  ol"  the  free  Lhicks 
of  the  nor!h  were  x'ariously  ahlicted  \v\\\\  j/liv.-deal  iniirniiticjs 
than  was  the  ease  with  the  enslaved  hlaeks  of  the  sonth  ;  hut 
possibl}',  hecanse  there  were  ]iot  enon<zh  blacks  in  Pome  of 
tlie  northern  states,  or  because  the  fi'and  might  too  easily  be 
detected,  or  because  spntliern  r.latesmen,  in  thiilr  iij^noranco  of 
the  real  state  of  thini'^s  in  the  north,  su}){)osed  northern  mutes 
were  as  generally  uneducated  as  were  those  of  the  elavehold- 
ing  re<i'ions,  tlie  mutes  of  the  north  were  very  liberally  class- 
ed in  the  published  returns  as  deaf,  dumb,  blind,  idiotic,  in- 
sane, and  colored  ! 

While  the  feeling  on  this  subject  of  falsify ing-  the  census 
was  at  its  height,  I  received  a  copy  of  the  Hartford 
Cowant  in  whicli  was  a  communication,  probably  written  by 
Mr.  Wold,  the  principal,  or  some  one  of  the  teachers,  giving 
localities  of  former  pupils  of  the  Hartford  institution,  and 
now  published  by  the  government  as  colored,  and  overwhelm- 
ed by  all  the  ills  that  can  aillict  liumanity.  The  mutes  of 
Jones  count}^  Iowa,  that  is,  the  writer  hereof  and  the  two 
mentioned  above,  I  now  leai-ned  for  the  tirst  time  were,  in 
the  archives  of  the  government  and  for  the  information  of 
the  coming  ages  down  to  the  end  of  time,  described  as  *'deaf, 
dumb,  blind,  idiotic,  insane,  colored."    I  pause  for  breath  I 

Thei-e  are  those  who  ai-e  readily  irritated  at  trilling  annoy- 
ances, but  bear  great  misfortunes  with  a  quiet  ])hilosophy  or 
a  stolid  indifierence.  The  statement  just  quoted  was  too  atro- 
cious, too  extravagant,  and  too  absurd  for  indignation.  It 
brought  gently  to  my  recollection  the  wrathful  exclamation 
found  in  Shakspeare  ; 

"  Get  tliee  ,f^lnss  c3-es. 
And,  like  a  scurvy  politician,  seem 
To  see  the  thing^^  thou  seesl  not." 

Years  passed  until  IS-IT,  and  the  territory  of  Iowa  became 

a  state.    The  subject  of  a  school  for  the  deaf  mutes  v.-ithin 

our  borders  had  occasionally  crossed  my  mind  and  been  dis- 
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missed  as  iinlinicly.  Asa  Icnilnj-y,  iiolliiii;^;  could  l.f-d'iii'; 
fiavc!  in  a  j^i'ivatc  way.  Iowa  beiii;^  aKtate,  ))l•o^■i^ioIl  cuwld 
be  iih'ido  wheiu'by  iniilos  iiiiiilil  liavo  C(]ual  cdiiciitioiial  privi- 
leoc's  Willi  hc;iriiii';  children.  Ibil  tlu;  state  was  iKiitlic)'  pop- 
ulous nor  wealthy  enuiii^-li  lo  eniharl;  in  ((».  lly  .sclioinus,  and  I 
tlierefore  wi-oie  lo  Thoinas  (^llicer,  pi  liicipal  of  the  institntiou 
for  (he  educaiion  ol' the  deaf  and  dunih  at  .lackson ville,  J!i- 
inois,  lo  ascertain  wh(>ther  and  on  what  tei'iiis  liis  scliool 
wouh'l  receive  nnd  educ;Ue  the  nuites  of  Iowa.  IJis  answer 
was  favorable,  the  lei'ins,  1  ihinl:,  were  oiu;  liun(h-e(l  dollars  a 
year  for  board  and  liiilion.  This  was  diiriii«;-  the  (>arly  part 
of  the  session  of  1S4.S  and  J  819,  ol"  the  Iowa  le^i^islatui'(.'. 

On  receivini>;  Islr.  Ofiicei-'s  answer  I  immediately  wi'ote  to 
Nathan  G.  Sales,  then  re])resentini:;  our  county  in  tlie 
lower  liouse,  rccpiestinL';  him  to  inaugurate  and  press  tlirough 
a  bill  authorizing  the  sendinijf  to  the  school  at  Jacksonville 
such  Iowa  nuites  as  were  of  educational  age,  and  before  they 
became  tO'»  old  to  enjoy  tliis  advantage}  ,  at  the  same  time 
sttiting  that  our  new  commonwealth  was  too  young  and  not 
sufficiently  advanced  in  population  or  ability  to  start  a  school  of 
our  own.  Incidentally,  and  as  a  tolera])ly  good  {'/he,  thouuh 
at  my  own  expense,  and  never  dj'e;miing  ot'the  use  to  which 
the  doctoi'  would  put  it,  1  told  him  that,  by  the  census  of 
1840,  all  the  mutes  oi'  Jones  county  were  bound  up  in  calf, 
and  laid  away  in  the  government  library,  and  published  to 
the  world  as  "  deaf,  dumb»  blind,  idiotic,  and  insane  nig- 
gers," asking  him  at  the  same  time,  and  he  being  a  pliysician 
ought  to  know  if  he  didirt,  whether  it  was  possible  for  a  per- 
son to  be  at  once  idiotic  and  insane  ?  Iiiithis  letter  I  enclosed 
the  one  from  Air.  Otficer. 

The  Doctor,  as  he  afterwards  told  me,  read  my  letter  in 
oi)en  session  and  there  was  a  general  laugh — as  well  thei'e 
might  be.  lie  brought  in  a  bill  making  provision  for  the 
education  of  the  mutes  and  blind  of  the  state,  but  met  with 
O]i|>osition  rm  the  score  of  poverty.  lie  theref  )re  resorted  to 
strategy.  There  ^vas  a  bill  ])roviding  for  a  sword  for  souje 
oibcer  who  had  distinguished  himself  in  the  Alexican  wai- ; 
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the  Docloi'  ni;;(l(!  liis  vole  t'oi-  llii.^,  coudilioiial  on  tho  ));is-a;ro 
oftho  1)111  for  miitc'S  jitid  hliml.  IlaviriL;  loj-i-'otl (.-n  llic  name 
oi'  the  olllccr,  1  wi'ule  to  1  he.  IJucloi-,  now  a  resident  <>f"('oloi-a- 
do,  ytalin<i,-  my  object,  and  i-erjuc.stin^-  him  \u  «rive  nioi-e  ini- 
imte  ])articuhu\s.    Jm;1(jw  J  apj^i'iid  his  answer  : 

Gor.i>i:x,  Colorado,  Sept.  G,  1871. 
-;f  -K-  i:-  ^-  * 

"Now  to  the  mute  bill  ot  Jowa.  In  the  year  1848,  j  having 
been  electcKl  to  the  house  of  representatives  ])y  tlie  countie.-^ 
of  Jackson  and  Jones,  Iowa,  and  there  bein^-  several  mutes 
in  my  county,  one  of  whom  was  i\ir.  Kdmund  J)Ooth.  a  very  in- 
telligent genlleman,  who,  I  learned,  liad  formerly  been  a 
teacher  in  a  deaf  and  dumb  asylum  in  the  east,  who  called  to 
niy  mind  the  fact  that  in  L)wa  tiu-re  v/as  no  ])rovision  made 
for  the  education  of  tlic  mutes  of  our  state,  and  spoke  to  me 
of  tlui  propriety  of  asking  the  state  to  make  a  sniall  ap}>ro})ri- 
ation  tor  the  (3i]ucali«)n  of  the  mutes,  in  some  asylum  out  of 
oni*  own  state  as  we  had  nmie  in  the  state  at  that  time;  ac- 
cordingly in  the  fore  part  ol'  the  session,  the  Ibllowing  Decem- 
ber, I  introduced  a  bill  asking  for  an  appropriation  out  of  the 
state  treasury,  I  thinlc  of  two  hundred  dollars  a  year  tor  the 
education,  of  each  mute  an<l  blind  person  of  our  state  who 
would  apply  for  it.  1  talked  the  matter  up  with  the  mem- 
bers for  a  short  time ;  most  of  them  considered  it  perfectly 
just,  as  tliere  was  no  provision  made  by  the  state  for  mute  and 
blind  education  ;  many  said  we  were  too  poor  to  do  it  then, 
but  after  working  for  it  several  weeks.  I  concluded  I  had  se- 
cured enough  friends  for  it  to  pnt  it  through  ;  so  I  had  it 
brought  up  on  its  second  reading,  and  t(.)  m}'  surprise,  several 
of  the  most  })romiTient  membei'S.  who  liad  promised  me  to  go 
for  the  bill,  arose  and  made  speeches  :igainst  it,  pleading  the 
poverty  of  the  state,  &o.  Notwithstanding  I  had  pi-eviously, 
through  the  persuasion  of  the.-e  poverty-stricicen  uiendiers, 
inserted  in  the  bill  a  clauv-^e  i^that  i  called  a  begging  chiuse), 
providing  that  no  mute,  or  blind  person,  should  be  entitled 
to  the  benelits  of  the  act  who  was  al)le  to  }>ay  for  his  or  her 
own  tuition.    Wheri  I  found  my  bill  was  receiving  such  vio- 
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Ic'Ut.  and  uiu;.\j)('('(t;(l  nppositii^ii,*  I'ciiri il  'Mil;!  ho  d<?- 
t'cjitcd  ir  allou'tMl  jo  o(i  lo  a  vote,  I  niuvcd  it  he  rclori-cd  to  a 
Rcloct  coniiiiiUcH'  of  thi'(.'(',  w  ith  a  Mi-.  Jl arii- (^i.  uf  Johij-ori 
county,  as  the  cliairnian. 

J  n  ahniit  aJi  hour  at't lt  iny  \va^  so  rc;tVn-c(h  the -cci-ftai-y 
of  tlie  scMiiite  re})()r1ed  a  joint  rcsohitif^n  lia\  ini;-  Ijcen  ]>as.^e<l 
by  the  scMUitc,  nnilcini.;-  an  a])])roi)i-iat Ion  nut  (li'lhc  slijrtc  trfa!=i- 
nry  of  two  Inunh-cd  (h)]hii'.s,  1  tliink,  I'or  the  or.rcha:^^  oi"  a 
sword,  to  present  to  (')a|»t.  \).  ^.  Rr»herts,  of' I< >\va,  loi*  his  l>ra v- 
erv  in  hoistin.i^^  the  first  American  Ihiij;  on  t!M3  eapitol  of  Mex- 
ico. The  I'C.sohition  wa^  at  onct;  hvou^^ht  uji  anil  jnit  on  its 
})assagc,  untl  T,  yet  fet;llii;j:  ratlier  .sore  at,  the  jn-ohahie  det"eat 
of  my  iirst  hill  of  the  session,  jumped  u])  and  op{*osed  tiie  res- 
olution in  a  short  Bpeecl),  telliiiiZ,'  them,  among  other  thini^s, 
that  it  did  not  look  consistent  to  he  mah'iiiu- pi'd-ents  to  a  man 
who  was  amply  able  to  take  cai'e  of  him>elf,  out  of  a  treasury 
that  was  too  empty  to  i-ender  any  assistance  to  the  education 
of  the  lielpless  mute  and  blind  ol'  our  state.  .[udi;e  AtcFar- 
land,  of  Lee  county,  who  sat  near  nie,  spramr  up,  and  staled 
that  his  resolutioii  was  a  niatt(;r  oi  /u)ilo/\  and  I'or  the  benefit 
of  the  constituants  of  the  gentkunan  fioni  Jones,  he  wouhi 
call  for  the  Ps  and  iio\s  ;  T  replied,  that  I  did  m.'t  care  for  his 
Ts  and  no's;  and  when  the  n;imes  were  called,  a  Air.  Thomp- 
son, of  llenry  county,  and  myself  were  the  oi^ly  members 
voting  no.  After  tlie  p:issage  of  the  resolution,  1  immediate- 
ly stepped  over  to  'My.  Harrison,  to  whom  my  bill  had  l.)een 
referred,  took  it  and  drew  my  pen  over  and  erased  the  beir- 
ging  clause,  and  asked  him  to  report  it  imniediately,  as 
amended,  which  he  did  ;  and  it  coming  up  at  once  on  its  third 
reading,  passed  without  a  dissenting  voice.  Oil  the  reading 
of  the  journal  the  next  morning,  ^fr.  Thouipson  anil  I  were 
iuduced  to  allow  our  votes  to  be  changed,  so  they  u-ould  aj)- 
pear  on  the  joui-nal,  unanimous  foi-  the  resoliuii)n. 

Yours  truly, 

is  .  G.  S  ALL'S.  " 

In  what  way  the  bill  })assed  the  senate  L  iieN'er  learned,  tuit 
it  became  a  law,  and  ap})ropriated  fifty  dollars  ro  each  mute 
8 


7^  jfi 


ANNAI.S  Ol'  IOWA. 


[Vxn'OlJliH, 


sont  to  the  in^;l:ifnlion  at  Jiu-ksoiivilh; ;  iIk;  pniv-iifs  or  frlfuds 
])ayin<j;  tlic  Ijalaiute  siiflicicnt.  to  mala;  tlio  oiio  IhiikIi-cm]  re- 
quired aiuiiially.  It  was  tin;  lust  that  couhl  he  (h)iie  at  that 
time. 

In  the  RprinLT  of  1  S  11),  I  went  to  C;ilil(>riiia,  and  r(;tui-ned  in 
tlie  S})rini;-  of  185-1:.  On  in(|nii'v,  J  aseei'tained  thnt  the  huv 
had  been  so  cdiani^ed  as  to  jdh.)\v  to  cnch  nnitc;  one  liiindi-ed 
dolhirs  annually  in  the  Illinois  sehool.  Dni-ini::  my  five  year> 
of  ahscnce,  the  stale  had  i:;rou  n  jnimarkahly  in  ponidation  and 
wealth,  and  J  now  thoui^'ht.  the  time  had  cohk.'  for  a  school 
of  our  own.  AVith  this  view,  I  ai^^ain  VvTote  to  Mv.  Ollicei'j 
the  princljial  of  the  Jaelvson viile  institutiofi,  for  data  I'e- 
gardint]^  the  nund)er  ofour  own  ]ou])ils,  etc.,  and  hintinij;  at  th() 
establish  in  <:,^  of  a  scliool  in  Iowa.  Trouble  in  one  of  tlie  lun<z;s, 
resultinj^  from  a  lung  fever  during  student  da}  s,  foi'badi^  tak- 
ing the  work  of  teaching  on  ni3-self;  I  therefore  wj'ote  to 
vid  E.  Bartlett,  who  was  c(~>ndncting  a  private  school  of  innte>  at 
Foughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  stating  how  the  matter  stood,  and  sug- 
gesting to  him  to  come  and  start  a  school  for  deaf  mutes,  at 
Iowa  City,  tlie  then  capital  of  the  state.  Mr.  Bartlett  h;id  for- 
merly been  a  fellow-teacher  with  me  in  Hartford,  and  I  knew 
him  to  be  abundantly  qualified,  he  being  by  nature  a  hearty 
enthusiast  in  his  ]^rofession,  and  having  the  l(»ve  and  respect 
of  his  pupils,  and  all  the  mutes  of  his  acqnaintance.  To  my 
great  regret  he  declined  the  proposal,  giving  as  i-eason,  ''age 
and  seventeen  little  I'esponsibilities,  "  by  the  latter  nieaning 
his  pupils.  Knowing  no  other  teacher  ofnmtcs,  outside  of 
the  regular  institutions,  worth  having,  and  knowing  also  that 
no  teacher,  properly  qualitled,  naturally  and  otherwise,  and 
connected  with  any  estal)lished  institution,  would  sever  such 
connection  for  what  might  app(\ar  a  Don  Quixotic  adventure 
into  a  frontier  state,  and  the  up  hill  work  of  starting  a  new 
school.  I  concluded  to  wait  until  near  the  time  of  the  assem- 
bling of  tlie  next  Iowa  legislature,  and  then  l)y  letter  or  in  some 
way  interest  a  few  of  the  ]U'ominent  men  of  Iowa  City  in  the 
project,  induce  them  to  bring  the  matter  before  the  legis- 
lature, and  obtain  an  appropriation  for  the  founding  of  an 
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lo\v;i  institution  iov  the  cdiicat ion  ol'tlif  deaf  and  dunih,  l(j 
be  located  at  llie  capital  ol'  the  .^latc  A  l"oundati(Hi  of  thin 
l;ind  once  laid,  J  knew  ihei'e  wuuld  not  he  iho  sli^ditest  difli- 
culty  in  ol)taininii;  any  ont;  oi'lln;  hcHl  teaclK.-rs  in  the  (ilder  in- 
stilulions  to  take  chai'^e  ol'it. 

While  r  was  wailini;'  the  laj)se  of  u  lew  jnonlhs,  and  the 
coniino-  of  the  rii;ht  linie,  the  Iowa  (Jity  j^apejs  inloianed  me 
that  a  j\lr.  jjanis,  of  I  he  J.ackson  ville  in.-,lil  nt  ion,  had  appear- 
ed, with  the  intention  of  startini;-  a  school  for  niutes.  Of 
course  niy  project  went  by  the  bv^ard,  or  j-atlier  went  into  abey- 
ance until  I  could  know^  the  result  of       J  jam's  action.  I  knew 
nothing  of  him,  but  knew  well  that  teachini!;  deaf  mutes  re- 
quired })eculiar  (jualilications,  and  in  a  laj-ge  degree,  the  qual- 
ifications that  pertain  to  an  actoi' ;  once  started,  howe\  er,  and 
under  Ici^islative  sanction  and  fosterinf^  care,  I  was  sati.-^lied 
that  things  would  eventually  go  well,  whatever  n)ight  be  the 
case  at  beginning.  Prominent  men  in  Iowa  City  enlisted  in  the 
project;  the  legislature  responded  favoraljly,  and  success  crown- 
ed the  effort.    With  Mr.  Ijams  and  liis  assistant  teachers  from 
other  schools,  much  good  resulted,  as  I  learned  by  conversa- 
tion with  pu})ils  during  their  vacation  visits  home.  There 
were  also  unfavorable  aspects,  causing  doubt  regarding  the 
management;  but  with  so  much  gi'umbling  in  the  world  I  did 
not  wish  to  form  any  decided  opinion.    At  the  first  stale  fair 
held  at  Iowa  City,  I  attended  and  called  at  the  institution  a 
lialf  hoar  every  morning  before  the  fair  was  fully  opened.  It 
was  vacation,  but  a  few  of  the  pupils  wore  present  and  with 
these  I  enjoyed  an  old  familiar  chat  in  the  language  of  signs, 
also  making  the  acquaintance  of  Mr.  Ijams.    During  these  vis- 
its, it  became  clear  to  me  that  a  principal  was  w^anted  from 
some  one  of  the  older  institutions,  one  who  had  a  larger  ex])er- 
ience  in  teaching    and  larger  acquaintance  with  the  various 
schools  and  the  modes  of  instruction.    A  few  months  later, 
j\Ir.  Ijams  retired  and  Mr.  Lenjamin  Talbot,  of  the  Ohio 
institution,  was  a'^pointed  instead,    \yith  Mr.  Talbot  I  have 
no  personal  acquaintance,  but  all  the  repoi'ts  regarding  him 
and  his  management  are  favorable. 
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Wlicn  it  WAS  ))r()j)(».s(  (l  in  tlu^  Ic^jishi!  tn  cvicl  ;i  new 
buildiii^^  and  ii^w'v.  tlu-  scIumjI  ;l  )>oi*iiiat.oiil  l« 'Cal i< mi,  J)r.  Sai(-.s 
HU;.rgC8to(l  ti.)  im;  lo  iM'l  r.p  a  iiinvcinciit  in  la\'<)r  ot"  ils  i-Miioval 
to  Anamosii.  "  Nu,"*  I  replied,  piihtic  iii.^litiitioii- ai e  liaole 
to  niismaTiagement,  and  uImiso  hy  tlios*-  in  eliai-<^e,  and  it  ib  es- 
sential lo  have  this  sehool  at  the  state  eapilal  ^^■heI•e  ii  will  ho, 
under  liie  inunediafe  eye  cd'the  leiiislat ure  and  the  st.-i*e  oili- 
cers. Thc^  1  )()(ri()r  jUMpiiesce*!  in  this  view  and  tiie  in^filn- 
lioii  went  to  Conneil  IMnils. 

And  now  h't  nu;  divspo^ffot*  file  jioliticians  wJ)o  li.avc  fimn-f-rl 
in  this  avfiele.  Al'ler  ser\'ini^^  a  teian  in  the  lower  hnus(.'  '»t' 
the  loi;islatnr(\  Dr.  8;de'S  was  (deeted  to  the  senatt'.  This  was 
in  the  days  whe/i  denioeracy  ndcd  in  Iowa,  lie  was  next 
i-eceiv(M'  in  the  land  cttlice  at  (^hariton,  whieh  position  he  held 
three  years  and  then  resii^-ncd  and  i-etiirned  to  hi?  home  in 
Aiianiosa.  lie  was  afterw;ii'ds  elected  mayor  of  the  city,  and 
ran  for  other  ollices.  On  one  of  these  occasioii^  we  met  on 
the  str(iet.  and  he  said  to  me: 

T  exjU'ct  the  v<it(^s  of  all  yon  ninths,  tor  1  am  the  father  of 
the  institution  for  the  d{\'^if  and  dumh.  '"' 

The  effrontery  otthe  remai-k  was.  for  the  moment,  astound- 
iiig  in  its  efi'ect.  lie  was  the  leader  of  his  }>arty  —  the  demo- 
cratic,—  the  war  of  the  ri^hellion  was  raginp^,  and  I  was  the 
.editor  of  the  only  re]')ublioan  joui'nal  in  the  county.  As  soon 
as  I  could  recover,  I.  replied  : 

I  claim  that  honor;  you  was  only  my  tool.  If  any  other 
man  ha.d  been  in  your  place  in  the  leo^islature,  I  should  have 
sent  my  letters  to  him.  He  lan^lied.  and  admitted  the  jus- 
tice of  that  view,  and  added: 

''I  always  thought  1  was  the  iather  of  that  institution.  " 

[  passed  on,  nKarvellinii;  at  the  impudence  of  ])oliticians 
and  the  shifts  to  wdiich  they  will  resort  tor  votes.  As  to  the 
honor  as  numtioned  above,  I  had  never  given  it  a  thought. 
Each  had  done  his  duty  in  the  pi'emises,  and  (\ach  ought  to 
be  satisfied,  and  certainly  I  was.  To  do  bim  justice,  lie  was, 
and  is  an  awful  politici.'iu,  on  the  democratic  side,  but  is  a 
good  fellow  in  general,  a  n:ian  of  wealth,  liberal  in  the  matter 
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ul"  iiii])r(t\ciii<'iil>.,  cic.     Vol'  iiiiiiiv  yai's  lie  liii.s  l)^"Cii 

truuhUnl  willi  asthma,  aiifJ,  t\V(»  <<r  tliroc  ycarB  hiiice,  j-uniovcd 
am!  fixed  Ills  rcsidcMu-c*  in  (.'nlurado,  liiidiii^  ' hero  IIkj  only  i-o- 
licCand  iViM'dom  tVnm  chol  and  lliroat  ('(»ni]»Iainl.s, 

Sume  timo  in  cnni  sc  ol"  i lu;  rubidlion,  ihree  or  tbui*  lino? 
in  the  nc\vspa))crs  an  noun  (mm!  liie  dcatli  oldolin  I'yler,  jiiul  that 
was  all  lh(^  notice  the  evenl  reeeived.  lie  was  merely  a  i})ec- 
imen  ol'iln,'  nolxxlies  we  place  in  hi<;'ii  position.  Jolnj  (J.  Oal- 
lioun  died  some  ye;n\s  prex  ions,  an  a>tnle  p'dilician.  and  only 
hali'  a  man  hecause,  lackini^  a  tiiird  story  to  hi^  head,  he  was 
iinahUi  to  understand  lluil  the  world  is  LTOX'erned  by  natui-al, 
or,  as  we  sa}'.  moral  laws,  lie  was  uset"ul  however;  he  com- 
bined, concentrated,  and  intensitied  all  the  streiiii'th  and  ven- 
om of  .'^laN'ery  tor  its  last  i:;rand  strnirgle  with  freedon).  In 
the  encounter  slavery  was  worsted  and  swc])t  out  of  existence. 
He  may  still  be  of  use,  for,  to  quote  Shakspeare  again  : 

"linpcrhil  Oa-sar,  dc;ul  and  tui  jicd  to  clny, 
May  stop  a  lioK-  fo  keen  the  wind  away.'' 

 — — -^©-«  — 

EAELY  EXPEEIEj\^OE  IN  IOWA. 

KY  K.  B,  GKOFK,  MAIllCNciO.  loWA. 

I  was  Standing  on  tlie  hnrricaTie  deck  of  the  steamer  Poto- 
ei,  on  the  morning  of  the  Ttli  of  April,  lS-1-5,  looking  out 
through  a  lieavy  fog  for  the  soil  of  Iowa.  Suddenly,  large 
stacks  of  brick  and  mortiir  appeared  in  view,  and  the  captain 
kindly  infoi'med  ine  that  these  were  a  })art  of  tlie  city  of  Bur- 
lington. After  a  joui'ney  of  twenty-two  days  in  coming  from 
8 trasl)nrg,  Lancastci-  Comity,  Pennsylvain;i,  eleven  of  winch 
had  been  spent  on  the  water  from  Pittsburg,  I  was  irlad 
to  feel  safely  landed.  I  was  much  pleased  with  Burlington. 
Slie  had  a  beautiful  situation  snrrt:>unded  by  I'ich  tarmin^^ 
lands,  which  would  eventually  build  uj)  a  great  city.    But  I 
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ii(»L  siilliciciil  nu'.'iiis  to  p.-iy  llic^  pi-ico  iIkmi  <lc'iii:in'l(:(l  Tor 
lot.s  oi*  chiiiiis.  I  1)  )rn>\VL:il  a  horse  iiud  roJ';  out  iinrl li-u'(,*s;r, 
irum  tlio  v.'i'y  in  <.>;ct  an  out:.i(l(j  vii-wol'llie  coiinlry.  Afioj"  ivl- 
iiii^*  beyond  t  he  M  is;>issipj)i,  1  had  my  lirsl  iiit  rodiicl  ion  lo  th(j 
vast  rollin;L!:  tiiiihorh's^  tracts  of  hind  caUcd  [)raii-ies.  My  first 
inipresriion  \v:i,s  th;itth(^y  \v(;i-(!  worii  out  ohl  cnimuons,  Wkv,  J 
had  soon  in  oh.l  V^ir^^inia.  Ihil  as  there  was  no  aj)j»oaranee  ot* 
oh]  Iu.)us(;s  or  lences,  I  couKl  not  liolj)  asklnt^;  niyscdt'  liow  (.ir 
when  had  thoy  hc^en  so  conioh'Uily  swe|)t  hy  the  besom  of  de- 
Btruetion.  On  moj'e  eh^sc;  inspection  i  saw  no  rid^'CS  or  o];en 
farrows  usually  seen  in  old  worn  out  lields.  Then  the  im- 
pression came  home  to  my  slow  movinf^;  mind  that  this  was 
the  hind  eleai-ed  by  the  hand  of  nature  for  actual  settlemeiits, 
and  du^  up  by  livino-  o-ophers ! 

On  ascendini^  a  hi<];li  ridi^e,  I  looked  all  around  and  could 
not  help  exclaiming,  beaulitul  !  beautiful!  I  saw  a  solitary 
house  far  in  the  distance  surrounded  by  an  ocean  oi'land.  It 
was  an  unrmished,  inluibited  loi»;  cabin.  I  do  not  know  how 
long  I  had  been,  lading,  but  this  was  the  only  house,  and  the 
inhabitant  the  only  man,  since  I  bil't  Burlington.  I  hallooed, 
a  hand  slowly  j)ulled  aside  tlie  wliite  sheet  suspended  over 
the_hole  intended  for  a  door,  and  a  long,  lean,  sallow  visage 
crowned  with  a  slaclv  of  uncond)ed  hair,  filled  the  opening; 
a  long,  heavy,  greyish  beard  concealed  the  place  where  a 
mouth  ought  to  be.  [  spoke  several  times  before  he  made 
reply:  — 

"  AYhere  does  this  road  go  to  ?  " 

"  Don't  go  at  all  —  stai/s  tlu  re  !  " 

"  tlow^  far  to  Burlinirton  ? 

o 

"  Don't  know." 

"  What  is  up  that  way  ?  " —  pointing  in  a  certain  direction. 

"Columbus  City.^' 
Well,'^  I  quickly  replied,     L  want  to  see  the  city." 

I  rode  on,  looking  in  every  direction  to  see  the  "city's 
peopled  towers."  1  did  not  see  any  one,  nor  hear  the  sound 
of  any  human  being.  Occasionally  a  wild  bird  would  start 
up  at  my  horse's  feet,  and,  with  a  whirling,  whistling  motion, 
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violently  divirlc  the  air.  I  was  af  lir.--t  as  inuoh  frli^lilerH-d  as 
tlio  l)inls,  but  as  .soj):i!'at ion  betwoon  ii-:  t-cemcMl  so  j  apidly  to 
widen,  1  felt  jKM-reelly  seeure.  As  tlio  dn<k  of  eveiiin?:-  was 
colleetinii;  aroniid  inc,  lookini;-  Irom  the  siniiniit  of  ;i  i-idije  J 
foi'tiinately  saw  a  house,  and  made  for  that  point  with  all 
possible  speed,  it  was  dusl-:  when  1  ari-ived  at  the  hou.-c-.  A 
short,  hea\y-set,  unwashed  man  was  standin^j^  in  an  o])C'!)iiiL' 
ill  the  side  of  a  lo7  wall.  IJis  ])antaloons,  shirt,  and  wamns 
were  brownish  linsey-woolsey;  ids  jniiits  were  tucked  insid«j 
the  tops  of  huij;-e  '  oots  that  had  seen  many  l)ett(!r  d;iys  — 
/^-^cs  looked  out  at  one  e?id,  and  calves  at  the  other;  knees 
])ee])ed  out  of  pants,  elbows  out  of  wamus  ;  liath'ss,  sldrt 
collar  open,  hands  ehueked  in  hu^^c  pockets.  A  kind  of  half 
smile  lingered  around  his  almost  beardless  mouth,  whicli  was 
lieavily  coated  with  tobacco,  the  essence  of  which  had  tlowed 
co])iously  down  on  his  garments. 

"Can  1  stay  all  night?" 

"  Yes,  sir:' 

"  Have  you  anything  to  eat  ?" 
"  JVo,  sir.'' 

^'  Why,  how  do  you  do?  '* 

"  jP'irst  rate  —  /loio  do  you  do  f 

I  bad  hominy,  fresli  ]>ork,  and  milk  for  supper  ;  the  same 
for  breakfast.  Sle]")t  on  the  naked  floor  with  my  clotlies  on, 
while  my  head  was  supported  by  a  huge,  ijoisy  jiiacliine 
(when  I  touched  it)  —  the  host  said  it  was  stuffed  with  ])rairie 
feathers.  My  horse  was  tied  to  the  corner  of  the  house,  and 
fed  with  grass. 

AYhat  is  the  name  of  lliis  place?  "  I  asked. 

"  Columbus  City,''  was  the  reply. 

There  was  but  one  house!  In  the  morning  I  asked  the 
distance  and  direction  to  Iowa  City,  lie  told  me  to  go  dov/n 
the  hill,  ero-s  the  Iowa  river,  and  go  up  on  the  east  bank. 
The  distance  was  about  tvs-enty-live  miles.  Has  it  as  large 
a  popidation  as  this  place?"  I  inquired.  Yes,  it  is  some 
larger,"  he  replied.  I  determined  to  ride  on  and  sec  for  my- 
self.   1  do  not  remember  passing  a  house  from  Columbus 
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('itv 'lO  Iowa,  ('it  y.  J  .'iri-i\c(l  al  llic;  latter  {)l:ir-c  about -!  o'clock 
ill  the  artcriioon,  and  ])iit  u])  al  tlic  llawkcye  Tlouse.  la  p!  l)_v 
Mr.  (Jaull.  'J'liis  j)laco  was  so  iimcli  lai'i^-ci-  tliau  ( ■oluuiljiis 
(■ity  tlia!  I  i'v.lt  w.vy  aii,i'C(,'al)l_v  tlisapix-iiitcd.  The  state  Cap- 
itol made  (piito  a  sliow,  and  many  otlici-  ])iiiiiiinu-.s  gave  sii^ns 
ot"  advaiic'CMiieiit.  AVliile  at  tlic  hotel  1  h(?cait)o  a('quaiiUcd  . 
\vith  Abraham  IJowman,  Ironi  near  Carlisle,  Ciindierland 
county,  Pennsylvania,  lie  persuaded  nie  to  i^o  with  liini 
Bonie  six  miles  out  cd"  the  city,  on  Nortli  Ikuid,  to  see  his  son 
Francis.  We  crossed  the  river  and  ])assed  up  on  the  south 
side,  where  Xewcomh  had  commenced  f^rindinu',  and  entered 
the  hend  thronuh  the  claim  of  J  larlcs.  Mi.  J3ownian 
was  armed  with  a  ritle,  and  near  this  place  he  shot  one  ol'the 
largest  S[)Otted  rattlesnakes  I  ever  saw.  AVhilc  we  stop|)ed 
we  cut  a  forked  stick,  placed  it  firmly  on  the  neck  of  the 
snake,  and  with  aiiother  stick  we  critically  (;xamined  irs  very 
curiously  constiaicted  teeth.  I  looked  up,  and  some  distance 
Irom  us  we  saw  a  lierd  of  deer  pi'ancini;*,  playing,  and  sport- 
in  iX- 

The  next  day  we  went  out  to  see  the  timber  and  the  rocks 
from  which  the  stone  had  been  derived  for  the  capitol.  Here 
there  a})peared  to  be  a  den  for  snakes,  for  rumbers  had 
crawled  out  from  their  winter  na|),  to  be  thawed  out  for  sum- 
mer business;  they  were  so  stilf  they  could  not  jump,  so 
we  killed  thirty-two  rattle  aud  three  g-arter  snakes. 

I  bought  a  claiiri  from  Frank  Bowman  on  eighty  acres  of 
prairie  and  fifty-seven  of  tind)er  for  twenty -five  dollars,  I 
returned  to  .Burlington,  brought  m}' family  on  the  bend,  lived 
there  nearly  two  years,  and  then  sold  out  to  i\icholas  Zeller. 
I  then  moved  to  this  place,  where  I  have  been  living  since 
the  spring  of  1847,  in  and  neai'  .Marengo,  Iowa  county,  Iowa. 

ANECDOTICS   ANT)  IN'OIDKNTS. 

The  first  court  held  near  the  county  seat  was  held  in  mv 
house.  Judge  Carleton  presided.  L.  B.  Patterson  was  pros- 
ecuting attorney,  and  11.  !>.  Groff  sheriff.     The  grand  jury 


1  Is^^llA  0 


J87J.J 


}':ai:j,v       im:i.'Ij;n(:i.  \s  low  a. 


097 


u'lis  st()\v('(l  uj)  ill  lol't,  atxl  as  tli(;  cciliDLC  wa-^  liiirli,  and  I 
had  ladder,  KoIxTt  M ii i\:lic.~< »ii  liTtcd  tlic  in'-n  up  lill  tli<-y 
caiiL^lit  lliu  j;)i.sc  ur  II  joidiii.^.  (JIca vclatid,  dcpury  sln'rilK,  .-al 
under  the  liole  to  keep  iIkmii  uj).  J^'cai-s  wei't;  entertaiMod 
that.  Iliitchesoa,  sittlir^-  ni*ar  r!r;  h')le,  mii^Iit  tor^iit  himself 
and  tall  through.  To  ])i-('\c'nt  thi^j,  the  sherifl"  poked  him  u\) 
with  a  hroom  haiidh-. 

The  tiist  leual  act  jxM'I'ormed,  to  my  kiiowlodi^e,  wa.^  done 
by  Horace  II.  Hull.  A  couple  were  to  he  married  at  l>ru>h 
Kun  (now  called  {lonie.-lead).  Hull  had  just  received  his 
commi:sion  as  justice  oi'  the  peace.  The  old  hluc;  hook  was 
the  only  statute.  Jiull  in(|uired  if  the  hook  was  in  the  house, 
and  a  co{;)y  was  {)resented.  lie  searched  the  book  to  lind 
the  form  of  marria<;-e,  but,  failin<;-  to  do  so,  he  handed  the 
book  to  another,  kindly  requesting  him  to  look.  IJe  failed. 
The  conipanj'  'oecame  impatient.  Then  the  justice  said  : 
"  AYe  will  have  to  try  it."  IJe  (,slep))ing  close  to  the  couple) 
said:  "Please  he  elecated — rise  u]) ;  join  hands.  And 
you,"  addressing  the  groom,  'Make  this  woman  to  he  your 
wedded  wife,  to  nourish,  cherish;  sustain,  love,  forsaking  all 
others,  and  pertain  eternally  to  her  in  death  and  sickness. 
Oh  !  —  thei-e  is  a  mistake  !  —  disconnect  hands  —  it  'teas  iimal 
to  inquire  if  a )iy  one  has  any  ohjcotionP  The  lather-indaw 
spoke  up:       I'll    insure   you  no  one  lias  any  objection.''^ 

Well,"  said  the  justice  to  the  bride,  '*  what  do  you  think  of 
these  things  ?  "  She  said  :  "  I  think  they'll  do."  1  think 
60  too,"  said  the  justice  ;     you're  7nan  and  irife."''' 

Ex-Governor  Stone  on.  the  bench.  —  In  the  morning,  lirst 
business,  motions.  His  Honor  was  calling  in  the  usual  way. 
AVheii  he  came  to  a  motion,  Mr.  J.  D.  Templin  would  rise 
up  on  end,  and  spread  himself  in  an  eloquent,  long,  windy, 
rambling,  scattering  speech,  while  his  honor  sat  patiently, 
with  his  legs  crossed  on  the  desk.  AVhen  Tem|)lin  had  finish- 
ed talking,  and  sat  down,  hie  honor  said  Well,"  as  he  took 
down  one  foot,  and  let  it  strike  the  iloor  hard.  Then  the 
other  woidd  go  through  the  sauje  process;  and  his  honor 
said  :  "  Air.  Templii],  I  see  no  begi/ininr/y  iniddle^or  end  io 
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(/oar  speech/  hut  hevi'dftcr  if  anythinfj  comes  up  darliuj 
couri^  ill  inldcli  ijoa  arc  inicresitd^  J  vril I  consider  ijour  speech 
as  alrcadfj  ■imule:'' 

Kcv.  Lsrael  Jj.  Clai'k  was  ])reachinL,%  on  a  warm  siinnuer 
day,  and  in  the  discourse  he  ^^ald  :  **  1  am  beset  on  all  sides 
bj  proper  suhjects  tor  initnersion.  I  am  sorry  water  is  so 
scarce.  li' I  was  surroundctl  witli  tho  jnire,  cj-ysral,  l  ipplinL;", 
rumbling,  bubbliui^  Jorchm,  that  inunersed  tlie  J  mmaculate 
Son  — "  Jiro.  J).  iSprao-ue  spoke  ii]) :  Father  Clarke,  there 
is  a  large  hole  on  (J Uar  (Jreeh  !  J' 

Dr.  J.  Simon  Frost  and  a^[r.  Tiiylor  lirst  atten)pted  to  stake 
off  the  lots  in  this  city,  they  could  get  two  slakes  to  i"ange 
lirst  rate;  the  diiKculty  was  to  have  three  to  exacily  I'all  in 
line.  Cyrus  Sanders  eventually  came  to  ])erldrm  the  survey- 
ing. Frost  [)rotessed  to  be  a  doctor,  {)reacher,  and  mill- 
wright. The  proprietor  oT  the  first  mill  above  Iowa  City  told 
me  the  Doctoi*  was  preparing  a  frame- work  to  sustain  a  pair 
of  ponderous  burrs.  "The  owner  told  me,''  I  modestl^^  said, 
"  tlie  frame  is  not  heavy  enough  for  those  heavy  burrs." 
The  Doctor  quickly  replied,  "It  is  necessary  I'or  all  ponderous 
jnachinery  to  have  elasticity  and  vibration .'^ 

Mr.  Ileadly  moved  from  Clear  Creek,  Johnson  county, 
Iowa,  to  Iow\n  county,  lie  was  a  singular  man,  and  professed 
to  be  acquainted  with  all  branches  of  business.  lie  was  a 
doctor,  preacher,  &c.  Rev.  Israel  L.  Clark  })aid  him  a  visit, 
and  the  two  commenced  a  very  learned  discussion  upon  the 
advaDtages  of  education.  Iloadley  would  talk,  and  gave 
Clark  no  chance  to  stick  a  word  in  edgeways.  "  Yes. 
yes,"  remarked  Ileadly,  edecaiion-  is  a  lirst-rate  thing  — 
first-rate  •  if  I  liad  not  received  a  lirst-rate  edccation^  I'd 
have  been  almost  an  idiots  "  ^Vell,"  said  Clark,  *•  you 
didn't  miss  her  much  with  all  your  edecation-  !  '' 

Judson  Athoy  used  to  be  fond  of  metaphor.  He  always 
'had  hetter  things  than  any  body  else.  lie  said  he  planted 
one-half  bushel  of  potatoes  of  a  new  kind,  and  had  a  yield 
of  eighty  bushels.  "Well,"  said  Squire  Erown,  one  of  Ath- 
ey's  nearest  neighbors,  "  I  guess  you  dug  some  of  my  pota- 
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tocM."  Ae  Allicy  wa.s  a  cla.ss-lea<l<'r  in  clnii'cli  (the  preaclior 
in  char«^o  told  mo),  I  l:lii(lly  told  Jji-o.  Alli(;y  that  these 
Iai'i';o  stoi'io.s  did  not  .Ijeconu!  a  ^lothodist  cla^s-leader. 
"VVell,  well,"  said  Athoy,  "that's  so;  it  oneofmyfail- 
inn^s,  and  I  have  shed  Jxa-rel'^  upon  harrcls  of"  tears  over  it." 

ANECDOTES   FKO^r  .lUDGK  WILLIAMS. 

When  I  was  holding  court  in  Johnson  county  I  got  tired 
of  calling  "  Territory  of  Iowa  v.  Mrs.  Dupont,"  so  I  thought 
1  would  reverse  the  case  — "  Mrs.  Dupont  ?;.  Territory  of 
Iowa." 

I  received  my  commission  as  judge  of  the  territory  of  Iowa 
whlie  in  Pennsylvania.  The  lirst  court  I  held  was  in  Cedar 
county.  Some  one  ])Iaced  a  large  split-hottom  chair  under 
a  spreading  burr  oak,  and  I  sat  down  to  settle  the  county 
seat.  I  ])icked  out  the  longest,  leanest,  lankest,  ugliest 
looking  man  in  the  crowd  for  sheriff.  He  had  a  long  beard, 
and  when  his  mouth  was  closed  no  ojicning  was  visible,  and 
when  he  spoke  it  looked  like  a  hole  in  a  buffalo  hide. 
The  grand  jury  sat  dovs^i  on  the  ground  on  the  right,  and 
the  petit  jury  on  tlie  left.  I  impannelled  the  former,  swore  a 
bailiff,  and  sent  them  olT  to  work.  The  bailiff  took  the  jury 
to  a  large  rail-pen  and  herded  them  in.  They  were  about 
indicting  a  man  for  stealing  hogs,  when  a  J3atchraan  sfjuealed 
out,  "  /  doni  agreed  At  these  words,  an  Irishman,  spring- 
ing to  his  feet  and  pulling  off  his  coat,  said  :  "  I'll  make  you 
agree,"  and  commenced  pegging  the  Dutchman.  The  bailiif 
came  running  to  me,  saying,  "Judge,  Judge,  the  jury  are  all 
fighting."  I  went  down,  kicked  open  the  fence,  and  sent 
them  home,  saying  I  would  not  have  the  county  disgraced. 

When  I  was  in  Jones  county  I  was  led  into  a  slough  where 
the  grass  *was  as  high  as  my  headi.  A.  chair  was  placed  and 
1  sat  down,  and  they  told  me  that  was  the  county  seat.  I  im. 
jnmelled  the  grand  jury,  and  they  were  taken  down  the  slough 
to  commence  work.  I  was  preparing  the  petit  jur\-  for  work, 
when  the  bailiif  of  the  grand  juiy  came  slij^ping  up  close  to 
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ine,  uiid  llicn  li;ill< xk-.I  :  ''JikIim',  Is  il,  iiijlit  toliiivc-  anv  \xr\y 
snakin''V^  I  did  not,  Icnow  wlinl  tliat  luoiiiit,  bo  I  iiKjuiiTd 
au(\  said,  "  iN<»,  —  liaxc  a  plclcet  ;i;uai-d  placed  Jit  ;i  ccrljiin 
dislanco  tu  kcej)  all  .sneakers  oil'!" 


REOOLLEOTIOKS  OP  THE  EARLY  SETTLEMENT  OF  NOKTII- 
WESTEIllT  IOWA. 

BY  N.  t-i:vi:rino,  gukkxwood,  mo. 

(Contimied  ft-nui  pap;e  GOr).) 

At  tlio  October  election  of  1857  John  L.  Campbell  was 
elected  county  judge,  0.  K.  lledi^es,  treasurer  and  recorder, 
L.  Tacket,  shei'MT,  and  O.  V>.  Ivustin,  county  clerk.  Jud<re 
Campbell  Avas,  at  the  time  of  his  electir)i),  a  partner  of  AV.  K. 
Henry,  in  the  real  estate  business.  He  was  very  ailable 
and  o^enial,  which,  together  with  his  suavity  of  manners,  made 
him  many  warm  iViends.  Soon  after  his  election  he  was 
beset  by  a  few  pretended  friends,  who  were  eager  to  plunge 
their  hands  into  the  county  tre:isury,  and  urged  upon  the 
judge  the  buildiiu^  of  a  county  jail,  and  the  issuing  of  c«)unty 
warrants  to  pay  for  the  same.  l:ielding  to  the  advice  of 
friends,  the  e{)ring  following  he  awarded  the  contract  at  big 
fio:ures  to  J.  W.  Bosler  and  C.  E.  Iledixos.  The  buildini:: 
was  to  be  of  brick,  two  stories,  and  rooms  sufiicient  for  jailer 
and  family,  ^o  other  county  warrants  were  to  be  issned 
for  county  buildings  until  the  jail  warrants  were  disposed  ot 
by  the  contractors. 

About  this  time,  S.  H.  Cassady  erected  a  large  and  com- 
modious two-story  brick  building  in  Sioux  City  at  a  very 
heavy  expense,  which  so  invoh'cd  him  that  he  found  it  nec- 
essary to  sell  the  building  for  the  liquidation  ofthenuiny 
claims  against  him.  As  the  county  was  havifig  a  tine  jail 
for  the  reception  of  criminals,  there   was  no  good  reason 
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wliy  il  sliduld  iiol  ii  line  conrl  house  \n  try  iIk-iii  in, 

th()n<j:,lit  Ml",  (/assady,  and  llic  inlluciicf;  of  Mr.  lleii- 

ry  .1  s:il(*  was  cdbctcd  wiili  .ludi^e  Oamplic-ll  loi-  the  l)iiildiiiir. 
wliicli  \\'as  then  k'nowii  as  "  (Jassady's  1 J  all,"  I'nr  tlu,' r:am  <d" 
twenty  thousand  dollars  in  bounty  warrants,  which  aL''ri'0- 
incnt  heca'.nc  ;i  pai't  ol'tliu  county  records.  This  coniinii;  to 
the  cors  of  l^o>ler  and  Hedges,  who  i-ei;ard(-d  it  as  a  ^i-eat 
invasion  on  iheir  jail  wari-ant  interest,  they  wei'O  soon  seen 
wendinfy  tlieir  way  to  tlu^  county  jud<;-e\s  oflicA:%  poui-ini:;  out 
their  vindictives  on  the  county  court  so  furiously  and  lavislily 
that  an  eccentric  bystander  remarked,  that  bitter  oatlis  wei-e 
lienrd  coming  up  out  of  the  cartJi  around  the  judij:;e^s  ofiice 
for  a  month  after.  On  their  arrival  at  tlie  judge\s  ofljce 
they  found  the  jud^'e  absent,  and  the  i-ecords  safely  hou>c-d  in 
a  hu<i^o  iron  eafe.  They  detei'tnined  at  leiist  to  show  tlieir 
vvillino;ness  to  annihilate  all  papers ])ertaininu' to  the  sale,  and 
at  once  commenced  a  vigorous  attack  u])on  the  safe,  whieh 
offered  resistance  equal  to  the  attack,  when,  after  giving  it  a 
severe  thumping  for  its  unyiidding  (jualities,  they  retired,  bad- 
ly demoralized,  and  with  no  visible  imi)rovement  of  morals. 

Sooji  after  this  (as  the  judge  intbrmed  me),  l  )')sler  called  on 
the  judge  at  his  office,  and  requested  him  to  accompany  him 
up  to  the  jail,  which  was  then  nearly  comi^leted,  for  the  ])ur- 
pose  of  inspecting  the  work.  When  the}'  had  entered  the  jail, 
Bosler  turned  the  key,  and  as  the  lock  clicked  said  to  the 
judge,  "  damn  you,  do  you  hear  tliat,''  and  in  a  menacing  man- 
ner demanded  a  retraction  on  the  ])art  of  the  judge,  as  to  trie 
court  house  purchase,  and  a  complete  annulment  of  the  entire 
contract.  J3osler  being  of  the  inflexible,  and  the  judge  of  the 
flexible  character,  and  perhaps  not  wishing  to  be  the  first  pris- 
oner in  his  county  lock-up,  no  doubt  thouglit  ''give  me  liber- 
ty, or  give  me  death"  — the  judge  succumbed,  and  agreed  to 
annul  the  pm-chase  contract.  Bolser  was  the  iirst  turn-key  in 
Woodbury  county,  and  the  lirst  man  to  })ut  the  jail  to  ])ractical 
use.  The  conti-act  was  afterwards  annuled,  and  in  order  that 
no  trace  or  evidence  of  it  should  ap]»ear  upon  record,  erasures 
v/ere  made,  and  some  pages  torn  out,  which  gave  the  records 
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fi  very  miftalisniotory  a])pcai  :inc('  ;  no  warrants  had  been  is- 
sued oji  the  j)iii-('has{',  a.^  the  e(uinl y  seal  liad  veiT  inysierionc- 
]y  disa|)})(>;u-e(].  Il  wa^  al'lcrwai-ds  aseertaiiicd  that  F.  ^f. 
lJubhhi,  a  yoiiJii; man  employed  in  the  ti-eapurctr's  and  ]x*eord. 
er^BoHlee,  Iiad  purloiiuid  the. seal,  and  aeted  in  lheeaj)aeity  of 
*M<eeper  of  theseah"  In  order  to  kee]>  it  .secure,  and  ))rcvent 
the  inannfaeturinL;-  (>i' wan-ants,  lie  dep(;siled  it  in  the  manure 
ueaj-  the  livery  .stable  of  J.  (.\  J'^nrher  &  Co.;  it  was  afterwaids 
resurrected  and  returned  to  the  judge.  }>lv.  Cassady  then 
brought  suit  against  the  county  j'or  l»-each  of  contract,  laying 
a  lieavy  damage,  which,  after  a  hot  contest  l)y  able  counsel,  he 
failed  to  sustain  his  case.  lie  afterwards  rented  the  hall  to  ihe 
county  for  a  rourt  room,  and  during  the  war  it  was  used  for 
hos])ital  and  commissary  ])ui-poses. 

Li  the  sprini^  of  ISoS,  Isaac  Pendleton,  Patrick  Pobb,  widi 
two  or  three  others,  all  graduates  I  believe,  of  Oxford  college, 
started  west  to  seek  homes,  where  the  Held  ot"  ()|)eration  was 
equal  to  their  ambition,  and  where  the  j^rosjjects  in  the  golden 
future  would  call  out  theii*  best  elForts  and  fully  develop  their 
abilities.  They  bronght  u])  at  Sioux  City,  with  the  determin- 
ation of  making  that  point  tlieir  home.  Being  short  of  means, 
they  hired  a  small  room  on  Douglas  sti-eet,  where  they  kept 
bachelor's  hall.  ]'*endleton  and  Robb  had  embai-ked  in  the 
profession  of  law,  and  soon  swung  v)ut  their  sliingles.  and  of- 
fered their  services  to  litagants.  Pendleton  was,  in  politics,  a 
radical,  and  Pobb  a  democrat.  They,  as  s])eakers,  were  both 
fluent  and  eloquent,  evincing  nmch  ability  as  orators.  The 
year  following  their  settlement  at  Sioux  City,  they  were  nom- 
inated by  their  respective  political  ])arties,  as  candiaates  for 
the  legislature  ;  the  canvass  was  warm  and  close.  The  Sioux 
C\\y  Beg ist(?)\  a  democratic  journal,  edited  and  published  by 
F.JM.  Zebaugh.  used  its  intluence  for  Robb,  an.d  was  unsparing 
in  its  efforts  to  defeat  Pendleton  ;  it  commented  much  on  the 
personal  appearance  of  Pendleton,  who  was  somewhat  cxcen- 
tric.  He  usually  wore  a'  ])lug  hat,  a  ibrked  blue  coat  adorned 
with  brass  buttons,  a  huge  pair  of  boots  the  tops  of  which  en- 
veloried  the  lower  extremities  of  his  pants;  he  was  poor,  but 
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hoiiorahk'  and  i.;;(;iitl(!iii;iijl y  and  alwaj's  w.rkcd  willi  a  will  tu 
win.  DiiriiiL';  lli^i  can\'a.'-.s,  liis  1)1ik;c(^;iL  j'ciidcic*d  Ijini  a.^  cori- 
spiciioiis  and  noloi-iousas  11  (ji'aci*  ( J iH'idy's  w  liilc  c<Kit  did  liiui  in 
early  lil'e.  ''J^en,"  as  he  ^^•as  familiarly  call(*d,  n>tMl  to  en  joy  llio 
"blue  coat  ])erseeut  ion,  "  by  his  ])()litical  ciicnjii.'S,  and  would 
hui<rh  hearlily  over  it,  aiid  .sa_y  that  he  Iniind  out  we-t  much 
dej^eiuled  on  the  style  of  ones  hat  and  (he  cut  jind  coloj-  of  his 
coat,  even  in  })olities.  AW;  do  not  mention  this  as  any  dir  ci'Cid- 
it,  but  to  remind  the  road(M-  that  wo  are  not  to  always  jud^i^o  a 
man  by  his  outward  upj)earance.  "  I\jn  "  nnide  his  ma)'!;,  atid 
was  soon  ranked  amoni^  the  ablest  and  most  pronnnent  speak- 
ers and  orators  of  the  state.  The  ele(;lion  ov(u-,  and  Jvobb  was 
elected  l)y  a  meager  majority  —  from  six,  to  twelve.  ^Ir. 
E-obb  was  afterwards  (i!i  1SC»0  or  Gl  ),  nominaled  l)y  his  par- 
ty, as  a  candidate  foi"  register  of  state  land  otlice  —  but  de- 
feated. Pendleton,  was  eleted  judge  of  the  judicial  district  in 
which  he  resided,  wdiich  position  lie  tilled  con;niendably  to 
himself,  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  })ublic,  displaying 
more  legal  ability  than  had  been  accredited  to  him. 

xibout  the  middle  of  March,  ISGO,  J.  L.  Swdggett  connnenc- 
ed  the  publication  of  The  Sioux  City  liine,^-''  a  republican 
paper,  the  first  political  paper  of  the  kind  publislied  in  Wood- 
bury county.  Pendleton  mounted  the  tri])od  as  edito]-,  and 
wielded  the  pen  wdth  much  ability.  It  was  run  for  about  nine 
months,  and  through  the  Lincoln  campaign,  at  wdiich  the  coun- 
ty election  for  the  first  titnc  gave  a  re|)ublican  majority.'  7 he 
Tu/(.es^  it  was  claimed,  aided  very  materially  in  bringing  about 
the  change.  \YheM  the  Tiuies^'  was  munbered  anu)ijg  the 
things  that  were,  Pendleton  found  himself  minus  about  two 
liundred  dollars,  and  Swiggett  plus  from  two  to  three  hun- 
dred more  thaii  wdien  he  commenced. 

During  tiie  years  1S5S,  and  ISGO,  the  Sauntee  Sioux  In- 
dians became  very  troublesome  to  the  settlei's  of  north westei  n 
Iowa.  They  made  frequent  raids  on  the  settlers,  stealing 
their  most  valuable  stock,  and  nut  unfrequently  murdering 
some  of  the  unoli'ending  citizens.  So  frequent  and  alarming 
w^ere  those  depredations,  that  in  the  spring  oflSGl,  it  was 
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thoiii^lit  iie(;cis>ai'v  to  iisc  mililary  Inrcc  to  ;n\ c  1  savai^fs  in. 
to  suhjcct ion.  Accoi'diiiiH y,  a  coinjiaii}'  of  "  lii.nic  ;^nar(l>''  was 
I'onnc'd,  out  of  ilio  cili/cns  ol"  Sioux  ('ity  aii<l  siciiiit y.  (umi. 
AVin.  who  liad  JH^ndcicd  liis  counti-y  bloodless  service 

in  the  stale  ol'  Maine,  as  a  niililia  ollieej-,  was  elio-en  ca|Main, 
Dr.  AV.  li.  Smith,  lirst.  lieulenant,  A.  J.  Millard,  second  lien- 
tenant,  G.  W.  Chaniberlin,  orderly  ^ar:^eanr,  J.  Jlipkins',  second 
Bargeanl,  toi^ether  with  the  olhej-  necessai'}'  iion-conniii>>ioiie(l 
oilicers  wliose  names  are  now  not  reniembere(.i ;  all  elas>es  ainj 
j)rot'essions  were  repi^esontcul  that  lived  in  the  county.  Tlic 
withdrawl  ol'the  troo|)S  Irom  the  ^'arrisons  in  the  u])i)er  countiy 
about  this  time  seemed  to  <jjlve  tiie  ibe  additional  coura:j;e  to 
augment  their  hostilities  ;  rumors  of  depredatiors  began  to 
multiply  along-  the  valleys  of  the  Little  Sioux,  and  Floyd  riv- 
ers. Governor  Kirkwood,  ha\'ing  l.)een  a})prised  oi"the  increas- 
ing hostilities  of  the  savages,  and  fearing  tor  the  safety  of  liis 
frontier  borders,  odercd  out  the     home  guai'ds  "  into  active 
service,  tor  the  })urpose  of  giving  these  vile  miscreants  of  the 
forest  a  severe  castigation,  and  learn  them  by  sad  expei'ience 
not  to  tranjple  upon  the  powers  that  be.    His  excellency  des- 
ignated our  company  (I  say  our  conijjany,  asl  had  tlie  distin. 
guished  honor  of  holding  the  position  of  high  {■>rivate  in  it),  as 
•company  A,  and  assigned  it  to  tlieHrit  i-egiment  of  state  troops. 
He  changed  the  name,  hov/ever,  trom  ''home  guards*'  to 
"frontier  guards."    The  state  troops  \ve]-e  placed  under  the 
command  of  Caleb  Baldwin,  of  Council  IMuffs,  who  acted  as 
the  governor's  aid.    His  coi'poreal  being  too  nuich  of  the  olcag. 
inous  character  to  race  Indians  of  the  western  ])rairies,  his  ex- 
cellency no  doubt  belhought  himsell,  that  a  'Mean  man  for  a 
long  race, "  and  superseded  Baldwin,  by  lion.  A.  W.  Hub- 
bard, of  Sioux  City.    The  guards,  soon  after  their  organiza- 
tion, were  ordered  out  on  tiie  "war-path."    On  receipt  of 
the  order,  Capt.  Tripp  was  absent,  and  the  connnand  devolv- 
ed on  Dr.  Smith,  first  lieutenant,  the  great  "  medicine  man," 
who  was  soon  seen  mounted  on  his  war-steed,  at  the  head  of 
fifteen  or  twenty  of  his  braves,  who  were  ])anting  for  the  blood 
of  their  enemies.    We  well  remember  our  reflections  upon  our 
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(i^'ood  loriUiit',  llial  wo  wcj-o  not  airioii*/  Ijii;  liiot  to  b«t  ordered 
out  to  1)0  \vol(;oinod  1)}  llio  l.o  "  family  wilii  bloody  liauds 
and  inhoypiiablo  ^Taves.  J.ikoIIenry  Ward  l>ceclicr,  (iurin/^ 
tl)(;  <:^Toat  i-ol)ollion,  wliu  said  it  wa.s  nccosf-arv  Ibr  sonic  lo  poto 
lii^lit  ''robs,  and  ^oimt  l(»  slay  at  lionio  and  )al;(,'  caro  oi"  tJic 
women  and  ehildren,  and  lor  hii^  parL  he  would  choose  tlie 
latter,  and  we  were  loft,  at  home  to  ])rotect  the  ladies. 

This  i^rand  cavalcade  of  braves  took  uj)  llu-ir  line  c»t  march 
for  tlietenled  iield  of  the  Little  Sioux  valley,  and  after  four 
or  five  day.s  toilsome  inarcliin;;-,  -ind  stratc<.vic  niovenients,  to 
interce})t  some  of  the  Lo  i'amiiy,  they  returiied  in  good  mar- 
tial order  with  the  great  ••medicine  chiefs  at  tiieir  he.ad, 
covered  with  glory,  and  their  scalps  in  good  slate  of  preserva- 
tion. 

They   had  hardly  finished  recounting  the  deeds  and  ex- 
ploits of  a  bloodless  campaign,  when  they  were  again  startled, 
by  the  tocsin  of  war  again  sounding  in  the  valley  of  the  Lit- 
tle Sioux,  and  the  cry  of  the  settlers  thai.  ''Indians  are  upon 
us;  come  over  and  help  us."    The  response  was  echoed  back 
in  good  militavii  style^     we  v/ill  come,"    Our  brave  captain 
had  now  returned  to  light,  l)leed,  and  die  with  his  bj-ave 
"countrymen  and  gentlemen  soldiers,"  as  he  delighted  to 
call  us.    We  were  soon  on  our  prancing  war  steeds,  and  mak- 
ing rapid  strides  in  the  direction  of  the  i)ioody  foe.  Arriving 
in  the  Little  Sioux  valley,  our  captain  —  in  order  to  give  am- 
ple room  and  opportunity  for  his  brave  soldiers  to  make  a  full 
display  of  their  courage  —  divided  them  out  in  small  squads 
in  the  different  settlements  along  the  river.    Serireant  Ste- 
vens  was  stationed  at  the  house  of  Morris  Kelloggs,  at  Cor- 
.rectlonville,  and  had  under  his  command,      Pratt,  xVdam 
i'O'alk,   Wm.  Roberts,  and  Lsaac  Pendleton,  editor  of  the 
^.iloux   Ciiij  Times,  who  had  exchanged  the  quill  and  scis- 
GQ)rs  for  the  musket  and  scalpingdvuife.    At  night  the  ser- 
greant  quartered  his  braves  in  the  house,  removing  some 
tvlie  chinking  from  between  the  logs,  in  order  that  they  migb;; 
•discover  through  the  oriiice  any  approaching  enemy.  Pratt 
being  an  elderly  man  was  permitted  to  retire  to  bed  up  stairs. 
10 
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A  <;'iifir(l  was  })Osted, —  it  was  Ji  l>ri;  lit.  inoonli^^hl  iii;^'lit, — 
Itobcrts  was  on  ^iiard  ;   about  two  o'clock  in  tlie  morning 
when  looking  tlironi!;li  a  cinck'  in  tiic  wall  toward  the  stable 
which  stood  a  lew  ro<ls  I'rom  tlu;  hon.sc,  he  discovered  a  line 
specimen  of  tlie  Lo  family  stealthily  aj)[)i-oJiching  the  hon^e- 
He  moved  very  cantionsly,  ma.dnga  few  steps  softly,  and  then 
stopping  to  listen.    iVfter  lu;  had  came  np  between  the  house 
and  stable,  he  halted  for  a  tew  moments,  and  hearing  no 
alarm  he  returned  to  the  corn  iiel<i  just  in  the  rear  of  the  sta- 
ble, when  the  guard  quietly  awoke  the  sargeant  with  the  start- 
ling intelligence  fhat  "  the  Indians  are  upon  us,"  who  in  turn 
aroused  the  remainder  of  his  command,  who  were  luxuriating 
iji  the  arms  of  J\rorpheus.    .Now  was  a  test  of  pluck  for  the 
first  time,  but  they  faltered  not,  and  came  to  the  sci-atch  as 
come  brave  men.    They  were  placed  in  position  around  the 
room  ;  Pratt  at  the  window  up  stairs,  Roberts  at  the  door 
opening  toward  the  stable.    The  door  was  set  ajar  so  that 
full  range  of  the  enemy  could  be  had.    Pendleton  took  his 
position  a  little  back  of  Roberts,  and  in  range  of  the  opening. 
No  sooner  were  they  placed  in  position  when  four  of  the  ene- 
my approached  the  stable  door,  which  was  in  range  of  the 
deadly  missiles  in  the  hands  of  our  soldiers,  when  they  tried 
to  open  the  door,  evidently,  for  the  ])ni'pose  of  stealing  the 
horses  within  ;  finding  it  chained  and  locked  they  |jroduced  a 
file  and  commenced  tiling  on  the  chain,  when  Kellogg  said,  in 
ail  excited  manner,  "  I  see  an  Indian."    Xo  order  had  yet 
been  given  to  lire,  but  on  this  i-einarkfrom  Kellogg,  Roberts 
fired,  the  others  following.    The  Indians  immediately  return- 
ed the  fire  twice  in  rapid  succession  ;  one  was  bullets  and  the 
other  buck-shot  and  slugs.     One  buck-shot,  or  slug,  took' 
eft'ect  in  Pendleton's  head,  striking  him  in  the  forehead  to  th'3 
left  and  ranging  around  the  skull  to  the  back  part  of  the  hea  d 
and  one  lodging  in   his  cartridge  l)ox.    Roberts  was  ah^o 
wounded,  a  ball  striking  him  in  the  lei't  side,  and  rangiijg 
around  on  a  rib,  fracturing  it  considerably.     The  Indians 
made  good  their  escape,  notwithstanding,  hotly  pursued  by 
our  soldiers. 
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Mr.  Pratt  had  fine  range  at  the  enemy  iroM)  the  window 
where  he  stood,  and  hrou;!;lit  his  jeager  to  hear  nj)on  them, 
when  to  his  surprise  it  iailed  to  do  its  deadly  work  ;  again 
and  again  lie  snapj^ed,  Init  no  response  from  the  powder  with- 
in, when  after  the  enemy  had  fled,  and  the  e.xcitement  died 
away,  he  proceeded  to  m;ik'c  an  e.xamination  of  his  old  yeag- 
er,  and  found  that  he  had  omniittcd  putting  a  cap  on  it^  tliis 
created  much  amusement  for  the  halance  of  the  company. 
The  next  day  the  wounded  were  removed  to  Sioux  City  and 
placed  in  charge  of  Dr.  A.  M.  Hunt,  the  surgeon  of  the  com- 
pany. 

The  news  of  this  little  engagement  ran  through  the  border 
counties  like  fire  in  stubble, — the  wdiole  country  was  in  a  state 
of  excitement.  The  following  oppeared  in  the  Crawford  Icc- 
cordei\  in  Crawford  county,  which  we  subjoin  : 

"  Full  Particulars  of  tlie  Indian  Troubles !    Two  Men  Dangerously 
Wounded  !    Sixteen  Eorses  Stolen  ! 

*'Thc  rumor  of  last  week,  that  the  Indians  had  made  their  ap- 
pearance from  thirty  to  fifty  miles  northwest  of  us,  along  the 
Maple,  Little  Sioux,  and  Floyd,  is  confirmed,  with  full  partic- 
ulars. The  first  of  x\pril,  ten  horses  wore  stolen  at  Smith- 
land,  and  five  of  them  recovered.  The  last  of  April,  there 
were  two  stolen  at  Mapleton, —  not-  recovered.  Tlie  first  of 
Jnne,  fi.ve  were  stolen  on  the  Floyd, —  not  recovered.  The 
middle  of  Juno,  two  were  stolen  at  Correction ville,  and  two  at 
Ida  Grove  the  same  night,  —  not  recovered  ;  making  sixteen 
horses  in  all,  that  have  been  driven  cfi  by  Indians,  or  white 
animals  in  Indian  disguise,  and  not  recovered.  This  last  dep- 
redation resulted  in  seriously  wounding  two  of  the  soldiers  or- 
dered out  from  Sioux  City  l)y  Judge  Hubbard,  one  of  them  it 
is  feared  fatally.  As  one  of  the  wounded  is  no  less  than  our 
friend  Isaac  Pendleton,  the  able  editor  of  the  Sioux  City 
Tillies^  a  lawyer,  orator,  and  gentleman,  of  whom  his  county 
smd,  we  trust,  the  strite  may  yet  be  proud  ;  a  more  detailed  ac- 
count may  be  of  interest. 
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'J^liL'  TiidiMHR  liad  di\  i(l(M]  ofl"in  .sq^^l^]^  at  difforcMit  j)oiiits, 
wJic'i-o  tlicy  wi-^licd  to  in:il^(;  tluur  (li:}>rc'ilji1  ions,  —  at 
Gi-ove,  CoriHjctioiivillc,  and  |)(anf-^  in  those  vicinifies.  ('oiii- 
mitrliii;'  tlHiir  plundei'  at  nip;]ir,  tlioy  would  \>v.  owl  of  oi-diiiai'y 
reach  in  tlio  iiioniini;.  At  one  ])oinl  bc^twoeu  Siuithhiiid  and 
Cui'i-eetion ville,  t'oiir  Indians  with  cattle,  wc;re  surrounded  by 
six  men  cm  lioivses,  and  w^cre  ahont  hcinic  takmi,  when  tliey  es- 
caped upon  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  a-ul  then  fire<I  ujv 
on  tlieir  juii'suer.s,  killing  instantly  a  hoj*fc>e  under  the  ridei', 
and  thus  esc;i})eii.  " 

Judge  Hubbard,  of  Sioux  ('ily,  h;is  Ijeen  authorized  by  the 
governor,  to  organize  a  company  of  inlanti'v  rjid  one  ol"  cav- 
elry,  for  such  occasions.  Tlie  Judge  has  oi'dc.-red  the  conijva- 
nies  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  for  action  ni  a  moment's 
warning.  Indian  troubles  thu3  connneneed,  it  is  hoped,  will 
soon  be  terminated.  At  the  same  time,  prudence  would  seem 
to  dictate  the  immediate  orgjinization  of  Homi:  Guards  in  vach 
county  ;  and  w^e  have  no  doubt  but  that  the  citizens  of  (Craw- 
ford will  be  found  at  their  j)ost,  with  such  arms  as  tiiey  may 
have;  and  after  the  ForrRTJi,  be  ready  as  tninute  men  in  all 
parts  of  the  county,  to  give  Vv-arningot"  the  approach  of  red 
men,  and  to  rush  with  justice  in  their  hands. 

[to  bk  continued  ] 



A  POLITIOIAN  or  THE  PSIMAl^Y  DAYS. 

BY  HAWKINS  TAYLOK. 


Some  of  the  early  settler  and  active  politicians  of  the  early 
days  of  Iowa  should  be  recorded.  Amongst  the  number  is  S. 
C.  Hastings,  now  one  of  the  solid  men  of  Calit<.~>rnia.  Hast- 
ings came  from  the  central  part  of  i^s'ew  York  to  Iowa  as  ear- 
ly as  183G,  and  settled  in  ]>ulFalo,  then  in  Dubn<|ue  county 
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who('(^  lio  roinaiiuMl  antil  iS^S,  when  he  wonl  to  nioo?nino:toi) 
now  Mupcatine.  llasliiJirs  was  |)eculiar  iii  all  (hini^s;  was 
veiy  lall  and  as  6iraii>-]it^i.sa  hcan-])ole.  liad  loni^ l»lack]iaii',  dark 
couiplexion,  expressionless  eounteiianee,  ^\'as  eor)l  und  deliour- 
ate  in  all  thinf»;s;  a  good  lawyer,  ealculated  to  win,  tor  he  had 
plenty  of  brains  without  eoi:seIenee,  and  was  a  o-uod  whi-ky 
drinker,  and  rcniarliahly  ])lansal>le  in  all  tliin;;S.  '(iovci-nor 
Henipsiead  durin*;-  the  lirst  Iowa  lei^-i.^lature  (then  a  eonneil- 
man  t'roni  Dnlniqiie,  and  ilastino;s  a  meniher  of  the  house 
from  Muscatine),  took  i;-reat  delii^ht  in  tellinir  ahnnt  his  first 
nieetiiig  with  llasting's  ;  it  was  some  two  years  previous. 
Two  horse  thieves  had  l)e(!n  caui;'ht  in  ilio  act  of  stealinr:;  two 
horses  in  i)ubu(|ue  county  ;  they  were  put  in  jjiil,  but  saw 
no  lawyer  until  the  nuictino-  o1*  court,  when  they  sent  for 
Hempstead.  When  Hempstead  saw  them  they  told  him  that 
they  hud  a  lawyer  that  tliey  had  expected  before  that  time, 
but  as  he  had  not  got  there,  they  feared  tiiat  he  was  sick  and 
could  not  come  ;  they  asked  ilenipstead  to  kecj)  oif  the  ti-ial 
until  they  could  lieai'  from  their  lawyei'. 

The  next  njornini^  soon  ofier  the  court  0])ei]ed  a  tall  dark 
visa<:;ed  sns])icious  lookiii-i;  character  entered  the  court  room 
and  looked  around  with  a  searchiui:,'  scrutiny,  until  he  ap- 
peared to  understaml  the  situation,  when  he  asked  for  Hemp- 
stead, who  being  pointed  out,  he  approached  and  announced 
his  name  us  Hastings,  the  attorney  for  the  two  persons  held 
as  horse-thieves.  Hempstead  introduced  him  to  the  sheriff 
when  he  went  and  saw^  his  two  clients.  The  next  morning 
the  two  prisoners  were  brought  into  court  and  pleaded  not  guil- 
ty to  the  charge  of  hoi'se-stealing.  and  swore  that  they  could 
]iot  sttfely  ])roceed  to  trial  for  the  lack  of  a  material  witness. 
The  case  was  continued.  Hastings  brought  forward  a  man. 
who  swore  that  he  was  free  from  all  just  debts  and  claims 
against  him  and  worth  the  sum  required  as  bail.  Hastings, 
the  bail,  and  the  two  horse  thieves  left  on  tlie  same  steam- 
boat, and  neither  the  horse  thieves,  bail,  or  attorney  had  l>een 
heard  of  in  Dubuque  thereafter,  until  he  met  Hastings  as  a 
member  of  the  k-gislature. 
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The  lirst  linic  tlinl  J  met  1 1  ;is(in!.';s  was  in  jS'oveiiibor,  J8:J7, 
as  a  l)i'()lli(,'r  (lcl(\<;a1c;  to  Llio  tcM-ritorial  coi)\'eiiliuii  that  met 
in  Biu'lin;i;l()ii  thai,  time  to  immiorializo  Coui^rcss  inr  a  sepa- 
rnte  tej-ritoj-ial  government,  pre-emption  ]a\s\s,  boini(hiry 
question,  etc.,  etc.  We  botli  put  np  at  -M.rs.  Parrott's  and  were 
put  in  a  tilled  room  ot'some  half  dozen  beds,  and  two  to  a  bed, 
and  some  times  more;  for  if  we  i;ot  up  to  c^o  down  for  that 
which  was  common  thi'oui^-h  the  ni^'ht,  -ome  one  else  was  very 
sure  to  take  his  place  before  he  <;'ot  back,  llastiniirs  liad  the 
chills  and  made  several  trips  tJiat  niii,-ht  for  medicine  ;  chills 
were  one  of  the  ])leasures  of  Muscatine  .'it  that  day,  l)ut  he  did 
not  appear  to  mind  them  much  ;  he  said  l)y  lillinii;  in  a  yard 
or  two  of  red  eye  that  he  could  manage  the  chills  easily,  in 
fact  that  they  w^ere  ratlier  a  pleasure,  but  it  w^as  li — 11  in  the 
fever.  The  next  year  he  turned  up  as  a  member  of  the  leg- 
islatui'e  from  Muscatine  county.  Gov.  Lucas  had  settled  in, 
and  was  very  popular  in  Muscatine,  and  his  friend  Fiierson,  a 
good  num.  was  the  other  meml)er  fron;!  that  county  ;  Hastings 
was  aii  active  member  during  the  session,  at  first  the  earnest 
friend  of  the  governor  in  his  fight  with  the  legislature  and 
then  a  most  bitter  enemy.  During  the  session  of  the  legis- 
lature Hastings  had  several  hundred  dollars  in  counterfeit 
money;  he  was  the  acknowledged  employed  attorney  for  the 
numerous  bands  of  thieves  and  counterfeiters  that  at:  that  day 
infested  the  upper  Mississip])i,  and  that  he  miglit  not  himself 
be  cheated,  and  also  know  whom  he  was  to  defend,  a  bill  of 
each  new  counterfeit  issued  was  sent  to  him  ;  he  did  not  deal 
in  the  article,  at  least  he  said  so,  he  only  defended  those 
that  did.  There  vs^ore  numy  curious  incidents  of  Hastings  in 
that  legislature,  but  they  will  be  more  a])propriate  in  an  arti- 
cle on  that  session.  At  tlie  end  of  the  se-^sion  the  peo})le  of 
Muscatine  county  ap})eared  to  be  unanimous  in  denouncing 
him  for  his  opposition  to  Governor  J.ucas,  and  in  their  praise 
of  Fuerson.  Hastings  swore  that  ho  would  never  be  a  candi- 
date again,  but  as  the  election  approached  in  the  fall,  and  can- 
didates for  the  legislatui'e  began  to  announce  themselves, 
Frierson  was  the  universad  favorite,  Hastings  still  pretending 
that  lie  would  nr)t  be  a  candidate  ;  l.nit  he  was  active  in  get- 
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tiii<2;  otlicM"  caiiduliites  out,  in  j)arts  of  the  coinily,  a«suriii;^ 
cacli  Olio  ol' his  Pii])|)orl.  'J'licri;  was  no  ])arty  Jioniiiiation  llieii. 
Auion<;'st  tlui  caiidi(lat(!.s  w:rs  Tiin  (/lai"k,  a  cilizcii  of  Moscow. 
Tim  was  a  wlii<^,  ami  a  i!.oo(l  follow.  He  nays  boloj-c  the  elec- 
tion, ITastinos  announced  liimsell*  as  a  candidate,  and  sent 
runners  to  each  neighhorliood  in  the  count}'  to  work  U>]\  him. 
lie  liad  previously  a,rran<^ed  n  ith  Clark  —  privately  and  confi- 
dentially—  to  unite  with  him  in  mutual  6U])j)ort.  The  result 
was,  that  JJasti:)i>;8  and  Olai'k  were  butii  elected,  and  Frierson 
was  deleated. 

Hastings  was  atTcrwards  elected  to  congress  for  one  session. 
Up  to  that  date  it  was  the  custom  to  give  members  of  con- 
gress such  stationery  as  they  needed,  leaving  the  amount  to 
their  own  honor.  Alter  that  session,  however,  the  law  was 
changed,  giving  them  a  certain  sum,  that  tliey  could  either 
take  in  stationery  or  money.  It  is  said  that  the  amount 
needed  by  Hastings  that  winter  induced  the  passage  of  that 
law.  That  is  the  only  good  law  of  congress  that  can  be 
pL'iced  to  his  credit,  I  believe.  After  that  he  was  foi-  a  sJiort 
time  supreme  court  judge.  For  many  years  Governor  Lowe 
and  Hastings  hved  in  Muscatine.  Lowe  i-anked  as  the  first 
lawyer  in  that  part  of  the  state  at  that  time.  Probably  no 
two  men  were  more  unlike  than  Lowe  and  Hastings, —  the 
one  a  temperance  whig,  the  other  a  whisky  democrat  —  the 
one.  honor  itself —  the  other, —  well,  I  will  not  say  in  this 
article. 

At  that  time,  Joe  Leverege  was  the  captain  of  the  mass  of 
Hastings's  clients.  Joe  lived  out  somewhere  in  my  friend 
Tuthill's  county,  and  the  grand  jury  charged  him  with  taking 
a  horse  that  did  not  belong  to  him,  and  the  chances  were 
that  the  fact  would  be  })roven  on  him.  Joe  concluded  that  it 
would  not  do  to  risk  Hastings  —  he  needed  a  better  lawyer, 
so  he  em|)loyed  (Governor  Lowe,  and  Lowe  objected  to  having 
Hastings  associated  w^ithhim.  Lovre  examined  the  indictment 
and  said  that  it  was  not  good.  Lut  Joe  was  uneasy, —  he 
W'as  like  the  Irishman  that  leared  justice, —  and  each  day  of 
court  he  would  iro  to  Lowe  and  suo-u-est  that  it  mifrht  be  best 
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to  c;mpl()_y  I  last  in<i;-s,  bill  Low  e;  would  not  ui^i-co  to  \f.  I''iii.'il!_v, 
Lowi!  <i;()l  t\o  vo.\'t!(l  thai  he  toM  Joe;  'liat  Ijc  would  l'Iw  up 
the  case,  and  that  Ik;  inii;lil  eniplov  1  inirh.  "  Oh,  no  I  oh, 
no  !  "  says  Joe,  *'  i  caiTl  do  wilhoiil.  von,  "  and,  lowering:  his 
voice  to  a  whisper,  ho  said,  It  ni;i\  Ix'coiuc  noccssary  to 
steal  the  indictment."  Lowe  told  hini  thai  it"  tha.t  wasthej)b- 
ject,  ho.  nin.st  emplov  llaslin-s  or  some  one  else  than  hiii;- 
Bclf.    floe  got  oil"  without  the  iiidictnient  beinir  stolen. 

]>etbi-e  Jlaslinu'S  w;is  elected  to  congress  he  joined  the 
Methodist  cliurch,  bnl  lie  left  his  robes  in  Iowa.  ISince  in 
Calilbrijia  he  "was  ibr  a  slwu-t  time  on  the  sn})renie  bcnr-li.  Jlo 
is  now  a  devoted  Catholic  (at  least,  he  says  so),  has  nnide  a 
large  Ibrtnne,  and  is,  of  course,  i'es])ectable,  as  all  men  oi' 
wealth  must  be.  iiastings  oidy  lacked  honesty,  }>rlnciple, 
and  ii  conscience  to  have  made  him  one  of  the  first  njcn  of 
the  state.  I  do  not  sup])Ose  that  his  wealth  in  California  has 
paid  him  for  his  loss  of  jujsition  in  IowT',  even  in  his  own 
selfishness  and  selfish  nature. 
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 Lkt  C'vory  subscriber  in  arrears  to  the  Annai-s,  lo  whom  tijosc 

presents  shall  come,  immediately  remit  the  amount  of  his  indebtednes.s  to 
the  Corres|)()]i(ling  Secretary  of  the  llisiorieal  Society,  at  Iowa  ('ily.  The 
three  numbers  lor  this  year  previously  issued  have  paid  their  own  way, 
and  it  is  very  desirable,  lor  jnany  reasons,  that  the  fourth  should  do  like- 
wise. 

 liN'ro  what  remote  recesses  and  into  what  diversilied  departments  of 

business  do  not  the  inlluences  of  the  Chicai^o  lire  pcMietrateV  That  levia- 
than calamity  is  our  excuse  for  tardiness,  and  for  sendini;  this  number  forth 
unembellished  with  a  portrait,  'i'he  destruction  of  the  Chica^^o  printini; 
establishments  threw  extra  work  upon  our  publishers,  and  the  early  Octo- 
ber heats  at  Chicago  scotched  the  plate  of  John  ^Scott. 

 A  TiTLK  TAGE  and  index  for  volumes  VIII.  and  IX.  arc  i)rintcd  with 

this  issue,  to  enable  those  who  have  preserved  their  numbers  for  the  past 
two  years  to  commit  them  to  the  l)in(ler's  hands,  to  be  fashioned  into  more 
durable,  comely,  and  convenient  form. 

—  -  TVE  hope  to  be  able  to  ^ive  our  readers,  in  the  next  number,  a  por- 
trait and  biographical  sketch  of  the  Hon.  Philip  Vicle,  of  Fort  Madison, 
one  of  the  oldest  of  old  settlers,  and  one  of  the  most  honored  of  Lee 
county's  citizens. 

"  OuK  generous  contributors,  as  our  overflowing  pages  well  attest. 

have  obviated  the  necessity  of  dry  ami  lengthy  "Editorial  ]Sioles.'*  May  it 
be  ever  thus. 

 Before  we  let  the  curtain  drop,  let  us  suggest  to  our  friends  that 

if  each  paying  subscriber  will  secure  another,  and  see  that  both  dollars  arc 
sent,  the  Annals  of  Io^va  will  stand  not  only  a  permaut-nt  but  an  inde- 
pendent basis. 

Another  w^ord  in  your  ear.  Let  every  friend  of  the  Historical  Society 
request  the  person  or  persons  by  whom  he  is  to  be  represented  in  the  leg- 
islature this  winter  to  inform  him  or  themselves  as  to  the  work  done  in  the 
past  and  to  be  done  in  the  future  by  the  Society.  So  that  when  a  just 
appropriation  is  asked  for,  members  may  be  enabled  to  vote  intelligently. 
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